KNOW YOUR BIBLE 


A SURVEY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


“Forever, O LORD, 
thy word is settled in heaven.” 


~Psalm 119:89 


Stanford E. Murrell 


Books of the Bible in the 
Old Testament 


General Facts 


Pentateuch Order in the Bible Chapters 
Verses 

Genesis 1st 50 1,533 
Exodus 2nd 40 1,213 
Leviticus 3rd ZT 859 
*Numbers Ath 36 1,288 
Deuteronomy oth 34 959 
History Order in the Bible Chapters Verses 
Joshua 6th 24 658 
Judges 7th 21 618 

Ruth 8th 4 85 

1 Samuel 9th 31 810 

2 Samuel 10th 24 695 

1 Kings 11th 22 816 

2 Kings 12th 20 719 

1 Chronicles 13th 29 942 
2 Chronicles 14th 36 822 
Ezra 15th 10 280 
Nehemiah 16th 13 406 
Esther 17th 10 167 
Wisdom Literature Order in the Bible Chapters 
Verses 

Job 18th 42 1,070 
Psalms 19th 150 2,461 
Proverbs 20th 31 915 
Ecclesiastes 21st 12 AE: 
Song of Solomon 22nd 8 117 
Major Prophets Order in the Bible Chapters 
Verses 

Isaiah 23rd 66 1,292 
Jeremiah 24th DZ 1,364 
Lamentations 25th 5 154 


Ezekiel 26th 48 1,273 


Daniel 27th 12 357 
Minor Prophets Order in the Bible Chapters 
Verses 
Hosea 28th 14 197 
Joel 29th 3 73 
Amos 30th 9 146 
Obadiah 31st 1 21 
Jonah 32nd 4 48 
Micah 33rd 7 105 
Nahum 34th 3 47 
Habakkuk 35th 3 56 
Zephaniah 36th 2 38 
Haggai 37th 2 38 
Zechariah 38th 14 211 
Malachi 39th 4 55 


*In AD 1448, a rabbi named Nathan divided the Old Testament into 
verses. 


**The date of each book of the Bible is suggested by The Holman 
Illustrated Study Bible. 


Why Study the Old Testament? 


“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 


~ 2 Timothy 3:16-17 


Study the Old Testament because it forms a large part of the 
only “God-breathed” book on earth. Combined with the New 
Testament Scripture, the Bible was written over a period of 1500 
years, by about 40 faithful authors, on three continents, in three 
languages, without error, or contradiction. The Bible is the most 
unique book in the world, and is worthy of careful study. Paul’s 
exhortation to Timothy was an exhortation to study the Old 
Testament in particular, for the New Testament canon of Scripture 
was not yet completed. 


Study the Old Testament because it is useful for doctrine. The 
Old Testament is a divine source of sound theological teaching 
about God, creation, life, sin, salvation, sanctification, and the 
Savior, Jesus Christ, the Messiah-King. Without the Old Testament, 
individuals would never know the answer to the three greatest 
questions of life: “Who am I?”, “Why am I here?”, and, “Where am I 
going?” Without the Old Testament, the New Testament cannot be 
understood. 


Study the Old Testament because it is useful for reproof. The 
Old Testament is a resource from God that enables the believer to 
refute, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the errors of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. The Old Testament challenges false teaching, 
and personal failures in our lives, due to careless living, inordinate 
passions, and willful acts of rebellion. 


Study the Old Testament because it is useful for correction. 
The Old Testament enters into the soul of the believer, into the 
innermost being of a person, to restore right doctrinal beliefs and 
alter wrongful practices so there is a right standing before God, not 
just positionally in Christ, but practically in life. 


Study the Old Testament because it is useful for training, or 
instruction in righteousness. “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be 
ye holy: for Iam the Lord your God” (Lev. 20:7). 


Study the Old Testament in order to be spiritually mature 
with the ability to perform good works, which are well pleasing to 
the Father. The Old Testament is God’s instrument in developing 
personal discipline, while discipling and mentoring others to follow 
God. 


Terminology 


Acrostic. An acrostic is a composition in which the initial letters in 
each line spell something meaningful to the reader. Dr. Steven 
Anderson notes, “An alphabetic acrostic starts with the first letter 
of the alphabet, and each successive line begins with each 
successive letter, until the alphabet is finished. The Bible contains a 
number of alphabetic acrostics. Acrostics only occur in the Hebrew 
sections of the Bible, not in Greek or Aramaic, since almost all 
biblical poetry is in Hebrew. There are twenty-two letters in the 
Hebrew alphabet, so every alphabetic acrostic will have twenty-two 
parts” (“Biblical Acrostics”). Study Psalms 37; 119; 145; Proverbs 
31:10-31; the Book of Lamentations 


Amen (Heb. ‘amen [aw-mane]) is a transliteration of a Hebrew 
word stating the belief that something is certain, sure and valid, 
truthful and faithful. It can be translated “so be it.” English 
translations often use the terms “verily,” or “truly.” Jesus used 
“amen” to affirm the truth of His own teaching. Jesus would often 
preface His own words with “amen.” Study Matthew 5:18; 16:28; 
Mark 8:12; 11:23; Luke 4:24; 21:32; John 1:51; 5:19 


Hallel. The word “hallel” (Heb. “praise”) refers to a Jewish prayer 
recited verbatim from Psalms 113 - 118 expressing praise and 
thanksgiving, during Passover. 


Inerrant. The word inerrant means to be free from error. The 
Church must defend the truth of the inerrancy of Scripture. 
Because Scripture is free from error, it is the standard by which all 


other teaching is measured. “To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light 
in them” (Isaiah 8:20). 


Infallible. The word infallible means incapable of error. This is a 
term reserved for the Bible alone. Church constitutions, Church 
leaders, and Church councils may be in error, but not the Bible. All 
of its recorded history, and spiritual veracities, testify to this truth; 
the Word of God is incapable of error of any sort, despite what 
skeptics say. “For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” 
(Psalms 119:89). 


Law, Ten Commandments, Torah. Law refers to the revelation of 
the will of God. It is a primary concept in Scripture, though the 
term has a variety of nuances. The term law is used for a 
commandment, a word, a decree, a judgment, a custom, or a 
prohibition (Holeman Bible Dictionary). 


Libretto is the text of an opera, or other long vocal work. A 
librertto differs from a synopsis, or scenario summary of the plot, in 
that the Jibretto contains all the words and directions of the stage. 


Oratorio refers to a musical work for an orchestra and voices, 
mainly of a religious nature. The oratorio is performed with the uses 
of traditional stage props, such as costumes, scenery, or action. 
Bach’s “Christmas Oratorio”, Haydn’s “The Creation”, and Handel’s 
“Messiah” are well-known oratorios. 

Lament. There are a number of passages in the Old Testament that 
indicate lament. These passages express a person’s pain, confusion, 
anger, or frustration over the events in life. Attention is drawn to 
the suffering in the world, and desires God do something to resolve 
the problem. Lament is an appropriate response to the pain and 
suffering in life. God has given individuals a variety of emotions to 
use in communicating what is on the heart. These emotions are to 
be understood, and used appropriately. 


Praise. There are many passages in the Old Testament that 
indicate joy and celebration. The Bible teaches that for everything 
there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven. There 
is a time to laugh, to dance, and to praise God. Study Ecclesiastes 
3:1-8 Hopefully, there will be more days of praise, than time spent 
lamenting. 


Precept (Heb. tsav [tsawv]), is a direction or command. It refers 
to a rule given by a superior. Often a precept is repeated, and 
repeated again, in order to be learned. 


Rule (of Life). The Christian’s rule of life is the Law, or 
specifically, God’s Moral Law, as_ set forth in the Ten 
Commandments. The Word of God teaches that believers are to love 
God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, with 
all our mind, and our neighbors as ourselves. Study Matthew 22:37- 
39; Mark 12:30-31 


Statutes (Heb. chuqqah [khook-kaw’]) refer to a law or 
commandment, primarily from God, but perhaps from an earthly 
ruler (Gen. 47:26). God gave to Moses statues for people to live by, 
accompanied by a promise. “And [God] said, If thou wilt diligently 
hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is 
right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep 
all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I 
have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lord that healeth 
thee” (Ex. 15:26). The Word of God records the statutes of the Lord, 
which every believer should pray to know. “Teach me, O Lord, the 
way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end” (Psalms 
119:33). 


Testimonies (Heb. ‘edah [ay-daw’]) is another term for the Word 
of God, and carries the idea of a Covenant, a pact, treaty, alliance, 
or agreement between two parties with witnesses. In Psalms 119, 
the word is used in 22 verses. Keeping Covenant, or the testimony, 
brings reward, while violating the testimony means _ suffering 
negative consequences. “Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, 
and that seek him with the whole heart” (Psalms 119:2). 


Theodicy. The moral place of pain and suffering in the universe, 
created by a benevolent and omnipotent God, has challenged the 
minds of men for centuries. Theodicy is the attempt by the Church 
to solve the problem of evil through the vindication of the justice of 
God in ordaining, or permitting, natural and moral evil. The term 
“theodicy”, was coined by Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646 - 1716), 
a German educator, mathematician, scientist, diplomat, and 
philosopher. His own conclusion was that the world is, in a qualified 
sense, the best possible world that God could have created, once He 
decreed the universe would exist. 


Torah. The word means “teaching” in Hebrew, and came to refer to 
the Pentateuch, or five books of Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 


Word (Heb. debar [daw-baw’]) expresses what has been spoken. 
There is the creative word. God speaks, and it is done, reflected in 


all of creation. “For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and 
it stood fast” (Psalms 33:9). There is the prophetic word of the 
prophets. “Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my 
mouth. And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in 
thy mouth” (Ver. 1:9). There is the Jegal word of the Covenant. “And 
God spake all these words, saying.” (Ex. 20:1). The Bible is the word 
of God. “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). In Psalm 119, 
debar is used 38 times. 


Promise. All that God has declared, and decreed in His Word can 
be considered a Divine promise. While the Old Testament does not 
use a specific Hebrew word for promise, the idea is conveyed with 
words such as “speak,” “say,” or “swear.” For example, when God 
said to Adam and Eve that He would “put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15), He was making a 
promise, or an announcement of His plan of salvation. When God 
spoke to Abraham, and said He would give the patriarch a land, and 
a seed, it was His promise of blessing. “And, behold, the word of the 
LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he 
that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. 5 
And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward 
heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he 
said unto him, So shall thy seed be” (Gen. 15:4-5). 


Jesus Is in Every Book of the Bible 
Author unknown 


In Genesis, Jesus is the seed of the Woman. 

In Exodus, He is the Passover Lamb. 

In Leviticus, He is the Priest, the Altar and the Lamb of Sacrifice. 

In Numbers, He is the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by 
night. 

In Deuteronomy, Jesus is the Prophet like Moses. 


In Joshua, Jesus is the Captain of our salvation. 
In Judges, He is our Judge and Law-Giver. 

In Ruth, He is our Kinsman and Redeemer. 

In 1 & 2 Samuel, He is our trusted Prophet. 

In Kings & Chronicles, He is our reigning King. 


In Ezra, He is the rebuilder of the broken-down walls of human life. 
In Nehemiah, Jesus is our Restorer. 

In Esther, He is our Advocate. 

In Job, Jesus is our Ever-Living Redeemer. 

In Psalms, He is our Shepherd. 


In Proverbs, He is our Wisdom. 

In Ecclesiastes, He is our hope of resurrection. 

In the Song of Songs, He is our loving Bridegroom. 
In Isaiah, Jesus is the suffering Servant. 

In Jeremiah, He is the righteous wronged. 


In Lamentations, He is our weeping prophet. 

In Ezekiel, He is the one with the right to rule. 

In Daniel, Jesus is the fourth man in the fiery furnace. 

In Hosea, Jesus is the faithful husband forever married to the sinner. 
In Joel, He is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit, and fire. 


In Amos, He is the restorer of Justice. 

In Obadiah, He is mighty to save. 

In Jonah, He is our great foreign missionary. 

In Micah, Jesus is the feet of one who brings good news. 
In Nahum, Jesus is our stronghold in the day of trouble. 


In Habakkuk, He is God my Saviour. 

In Zephaniah, He is the King of Israel. 

In Haggai, He is the signet ring. 

In Zechariah, He is our humble King riding on a colt. 
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In Malachi, Jesus is the son of righteousness. 
THE BOOK OF MOSES CALLED 
GENESIS 
Moses, c. 1445 BC 


In the Book of Genesis, the origin of every facet of creation is 
introduced. Since God is not a created being, but is eternal, the 
Scriptures do not seek to prove His existence, but merely assert, “In 
the beginning God” (v. 1). If a person can believe the first four words 
of the Bible, the rest will prove no difficulty in accepting. 


In the Book of Genesis, the three greatest questions of life are 
answered. 


Question “Where did I come from?” 
Answer “IT came from the hand of the God who created me.” 
Genesis 1:27; 5:2 


Question “Why am I here?” 
Answer “T am here to know God and enjoy Him forever.” 
Genesis 3:8 


Question “Where am I going?” 
Answer “If I believe in God, I am going to a better place.” 
Genesis 15:6 


In the Book of Genesis is the protoevangelium, a compound of two 
Greek words, protos, meaning “first”, and evangelion, meaning, “good 
news,” or, “gospel”. The protoevanglium in Genesis 3:15 is the first 
mention of the good news of salvation in Scripture. It is the Old 
Testament counterpart to John 3:16 in the New Testament. 


The Covenant of Grace Promised. “And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). 


Consider 


The Lord promised that one day a seed, or descendant, of the woman, 
would crush the head of the serpent. The meaning is that one day 
Messiah would destroy the works of the devil. However, the blow that 
to be struck was not to be delivered without a cost for, the serpent 
was to bruise the heel of the Messiah. 
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The Covenant of Grace Fulfilled. “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” John 3:16). 


There are Two Major Divisions 
in the Book of Genesis 


First Division: Genesis 1 - 11 


The early chapters of Genesis record the creation (1 -2); the Fall of 
Man (3 -5); the Flood (6 - 9); and the origin of nations, following the 
incident at the Tower of Babel (10 -11). 


We find in the Book of Genesis that God created a beautiful universe 
that was very good, until sin entered into the world. There was the sin 
of Satan, and then the sin of Adam. Study Isaiah 14; Romans 5 


The entry of sin into God’s creation led to a universal change in 
nature, and the necessity for a plan of salvation, lest everything 
perish. In the Garden of Eden, where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound, as the protoevangelium was proclaimed (3:15). 


The gospel was needed, because every imagination of man’s heart 
became evil, continually (6:5). In white-hot holy anger, God was 
determined to judge mankind with a universal flood. But Noah found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord (6:8). Eight lives would be spared, the 
cleansed earth would be repopulated, and God’s Covenant of Grace 
would be honored. 


The Second Fall, After the Flood 


Unfortunately, after the Flood, Noah too fell into sin, with far reaching 
consequences. After planting a vineyard, Noah enjoyed the fruit of his 
labors to the point he became inebriated. While Noah was drunk, one 
of his sons does something shameful to his father. “And Noah awoke 
from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him” 
(Gen. 9:24). Once more, a “new Adam” is found naked, and ashamed. 
The downward spiral of human depravity continues, leading to the 
foundation of the city of Babylon. 
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A Tower of Confusion 


Following the story of Noah, and the curse he put on Canaan, the son 
of Ham, the Bible details a Table of Nations in Genesis 10. There was 
a population explosion as the descendants of Noah, Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth spread out over the Mesopotamia Valley. 


It was an amazing time in human history, for “the whole earth was of 
one language, and of one speech” (11:1). People were connected in 
life, and united in any purpose that was undertaken. Unfortunately, 
the unity of the human race became its greatest source of danger. The 
Bible explains the Lord’s concern. “And the Lord said, Behold, the 
people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to 
do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have 
imagined to do” (11:6). 


With their ability to build bigger and better buildings, the Lord knew 
the people in the Mesopotamia Valley (modern Iraq) would build a 
monument to human pride, leading to false worship. To arrest this 
madness, the Lord humbled the people by confusing their tongues in 
order to scatter them. 


A Common Theme Genesis 1 - 11 


If there is a common theme to the stories of Genesis 1 - 11, it is that 
the opportunities the Lord gives individuals are squander through 
rebellion, lack of self-control, and inordinate pride. A good world can 
be turned into an evil place when the Lord is forsaken, and humanity 
is exalted. However, there is hope, for the first section ends with a 
promise still in view of a Wounded Victor, who would come to defeat 
evil, and crush the head of the serpent. The Lord will bless, and 
preserve His world. 


Second Division: Genesis 12 - 50 


Chapters 12 - 50 of Genesis records the history of the Patriarchs. Four 
individuals are prominent: Abraham (12 - 25:8); Isaac (21:1-35); Jacob 
(25:21-50:4); and Joseph (30:22 - 50:26). Because God works His plan 
of redemption through individuals, the man named Abram (Heb. 
“exalted father”), from Ur of the Chaldees (modern Sanlurfa, Turkey), 
was chosen to give birth to a race that would become a nation, that 
would produce the Savior of the world, the Son of God, the Messiah, 
Jesus Christ. 
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A Closer Look 


To facilitate the coming Messiah, God called the man Abram to 
become the father of a great nation that would be known as Israel. 
“And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing” (Gen. 12:2). To 
confirm this Covenant of Promise, the Lord made a Covenant with 
Abram (17:1-22), and changed his name to Abraham (Heb. “father of a 
multitude”). Abraham gave birth to Isaac, who gave birth to Jacob, to 
whom were born the leaders of the tribes of Israel. 


Seven Promises of the Abrahamic Covenant 
Genesis 12:2-3; 15:1- 6; 17:1-16 


There is the promise of a great nation through Abraham. 

There is the promise of a personal blessing on Abraham. 

There is the promise the name of Abraham shall be great. 

There is the promise Abraham is to be a blessing to others. 

There is the promise that a blessing will rest on those blessing 

Abraham. 

e There is the promise that a curse will rest on those who curse 
Abraham. 

e There is the promise that all nations of the earth will be blessed 

through Abraham. 


Abraham obeyed the Lord. He left Ur, and made his way to Canaan, in 
order to possess the land which God said would be given to him. “And 
he said unto him) Abraham (, I am the Lord that brought thee out of 
Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it” (Gen. 15:7). 
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The Land Promised to Abraham 


A Kingdom of Priests 


The nation of Israel, which God established in Abraham, would 
become a blessing to all the other nations on earth created by God, for 
Israel was to be a Kingdom of Priests. “And ye shall be unto me a 
kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. These are the words which thou 
shalt speak unto the children of Israel” (Exodus 19:6). 


The High Priest, in this kingdom of priests, is the King Himself, Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous one. “For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest 
of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter 
of the kings, and blessed him” (Heb. 7:1). 


An Unfolding Narrative 


e Abraham Genesis 12 - 25a 
e Isaac and Jacob Genesis 24b - 36 
e Jacob’s Twelve Sons Genesis 37 - 50 
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Repetitive Sin in the Seed of Abraham 


The development of the family of Abraham is the focus of attention in 
Genesis 12 - 50. There is a cyclical narrative in the lives of the 
descendants of Abraham of bad decisions, being followed by God’s 
faithfulness. The tragedy is that one generation never learns enough 
from the previous generation to stop sinning. In matters of machinery 
and education, one generation builds upon another. However, in the 
matter of morality, righteousness is never passed on. One reason for 
this is that evil is militant. Another reason is that sin is a mutant, and 
is able to change its form. There are depths to sin that are deeper 
still. If the essence of sin remains static, the variant expressions of 
evil are legendary. The sin saturated imagination can be very creative, 
but always self-destructive, and other destructive. An eternity in hell 
will not arrest, or quench, the insatiable lusts that drive sin. 


The Bad Decisions of Abraham Genesis 12 and 20 


The ability to make a bad decision is reflected in the life of Abraham. 
On two occasions, Abraham, the man of faith, lost his confidence in 
God, and thought it expedient to lie. In Genesis 12:10-20, Abraham 
instructs Sarai to tell Pharaoh that she is his sister. In Genesis 20:1- 
18, Abraham tells king Abimelech that Sarah is his sister. Because one 
sin leads to another, the lies Abraham told about Sara were a betrayal 
of her, and placed her in a position to be sexually abused. 


Ishmael and Isaac: Genesis 16 


If lying was not bad enough, Abraham agreed to have a surrogate son 
by one of his servants, Hagar. The child born of this unholy union has 
influenced world history down through the centuries, to the present 
hour. The descendants of Ishmael, the Arabs, hate the Jews, and vice 
versa. There is blood in the sand in the Middle East because Abraham 
tried to circumvent the plan of God. Nevertheless, the Lord proved 
Himself faithful. Abraham and Sarah did have a son, and they called 
him Isaac. Study Genesis 17:1-22; 18:1-15; 21:1-8 


Circumcision, the Mark of the Covenant with Abraham 


The mark of the Covenant the Lord made with Abraham was to be 
circumcision. “And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my 
Covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. 
10 This is my Covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and 
thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. 
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11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a 
token of the Covenant betwixt me and you” (Gen. 17:9-11). 


Why did God require circumcision as the sign of the Covenant? The 
honest answer is this: no one knows. It has been suggested that the 
act of circumcision was demanded because it requires the shedding of 
blood. In Leviticus we find that “the life of the flesh is in the blood”, 
and it is “blood that makes an atonement for the soul. “For the life of 
the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to 
make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an 
atonement for the soul” (Lev. 17:11). 


The blood of circumcision opened the way of entrance into the 
Abrahamic Covenant, and thereby became a type of the way 
individuals enter into the New Covenant, through the blood of Christ. 
“And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without 
shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). 


Esau and Jacob Genesis 25b - 36 


With the death of Abraham at the age of 175, which is said to be “a 
good old age” (Gen. 25:8), attention is turned in Genesis to Isaac, and 
his sons, Esau and Jacob. Even while the children were being birthed, 
Jacob lived up to his name, “supplanter” (v. 26). 


Person Age at Death 


Terah 205 Genesis 11:32 
Sarah 127 Genesis 23:1 
Abraham 175 Genesis 15:15; 25:7-8 
Ishmael 137 Genesis 25:17 

Isaac 180 Genesis 35:28 


As a gifted supplanter and deceiver, Jacob found a way to get Esau to 
relinquish his birthright. Then, Jacob deceived his old, blind father, 
Isaac, to give him the blessing before fleeing to dwell in Haran in 
Mesopotamia. Study Genesis 27:1 - 28:9 


Though he loved Rachel, Jacob would take her sister Leah as a wife, 
and then bed two female servants who would produce, collectively, 
twelve sons. These sons would form the 12 tribes of Israel. 


Reaping What is Sown 


L7 


In spite of his questionable behavior, the Lord honored Jacob 
according to His own principle of grace. Jacob prospered in Haran, 
even when his uncle Laban deceived him, and cheated him out of 
many years of wages. Study Genesis 28:10 - 33:20; 35:1-12 

It was a different man who returned to his homeland after an absence 
of twenty years. Jacob is a humble man, willing to make restitution to 
his brother Esau. He is also a desperate man, desperate enough to 
wrestle with the Angel of the Lord until he is blessed saying, “I will 
not let thee go, except thou bless me.” Study Genesis 32:3-32 


A New Name 


God honored Jacob’s determination, and passed the blessing of 
Abraham on to Jacob. Then, the Lord renamed Jacob, Israel (Heb. 
“wrestles with God”). “And he said unto him, What is thy name? And 
he said, Jacob. 28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed” (Gen. 32:27-28). 

The Sons of Jacob: Genesis 37 - 50 


In the closing chapters of Genesis, the sons of Jacob are prominent. Of 
particular importance is the story of Joseph being loved by Jacob, and 
hated by his jealous brothers who sell him into slavery. In the 
providence of God, Joseph survives many great challenges to become 
a powerful man in the court of Pharaoh. Joseph was able to save the 
nation of Egypt, and rescue his family from famine. What his brothers 
meant for evil, God meant for good. Study Genesis 37 - 46 


The Book of Genesis ends with the great testimony, that God is 
faithful. God rules in the affairs of men. One day a King will come who 
will command the obedience of all the nations on earth. “The scepter 
shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be” 
(Gen 49:10). 


Lesson to Learn from Genesis 
Made in the Image of God 


When the Bible says that men and women are made in the image of 
God, the reference is their character. An image resembles, and 
represents someone, or something. To say that humans are made in 
the image of God, is to say that men and women are like God in some 
way. 
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To be specific, men and women are like God in moral qualities, such 
as a desire for righteousness (Eph. 4:24), ethical perfection (Matt. 
5:48), personal purity (1 John 3:2, 9), love (1 John 3:16-18), 
forgiveness (Matt. 6:14; Col. 3:13); humility (Phil. 2:3-11), holiness 
(Eph. 4:24), and knowledge (Col. 3:10). Men and women are like God, 
in exercising their will, in the power to reason (Isaiah 1:18), and in the 
power to procreate. 


The image of God in man is not an exact image (Isaiah 55:9), but it is 
real, for to men and women is given the power to exercise dominion 
over a small part of God’s creation. “Thou madest him to have 
dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under 
his feet: 7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 8 The 
fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth 
through the paths of the seas” (Psalm 8:6-8). 


The Origin of Sin 


In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were given a choice. They could 
obey God by not eating of the forbidden fruit, or, they could try to 
seize autonomy, and define good and evil themselves. Acting as a 
Federal Representative of the Human Race, Adam _ consciously 
rebelled against God and ate the forbidden fruit. The immediate result 
was death. “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 


The only way to reverse the curse is to go to another tree, at Calvary, 
and embrace Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, as the Roman centurion 
did so long ago. “Now when the centurion, and they that were with 
him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were 
done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God” 
(Matt. 27:54). The rebellion of Adam against God, was preceded by 
the rebellion of Satan against the Most High, for Lucifer asserted his 
own will against the Lord five times. 


“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! 
how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the 
nations! 13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also 
upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 I 
will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most 
High.15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the 
pit” (Isaiah 14:12-15). 
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Wanting Something More 


When the serpent appears in Genesis 3, there is no introduction. What 
is introduced is the idea that Adam and Eve were not made in the 
image of God, but could be. It is this idea of wanting something more, 
that is the key to understanding how Satan gets the advantage over 
people. 


Consider 


During the 1960 presidential election in the United States of America, 
Senator John F. Kennedy built his political campaign around the idea 
of “something more.” “Life is good in America,” he acknowledged, 
“but under my administration, there is something more to be enjoyed. 
We can do better.” That was the essence of his message. And, it 
worked. The idea of wanting “something more”, is powerful. It was 
persuasive in the Garden of Eden, and it was persuasive in a 
presidential campaign. 


Sin Brings Calamity 


There are always casualties in sin. When Adam and Eve sinned 
against God, they immediately found they no longer trusted each 
other. Hiding their shame with fig leaves, the man turned against the 
woman, who turned against the serpent. Worse, the intimacy they 
enjoyed with the Lord was gone. 


Because of sin, every facet of life is accompanied by sadness, sorrow, 
and grief. Women must bring forth children in pain and great agony. 
Men must work harder, and by the sweat of their brow. The children 
often grow up to hate mom and dad, or one another, as Cain hated 
Able, and murdered him. 


Marriage is Not to be Polluted 


Because of sin, marriage itself has been polluted. There is polygamy, 
instituted by Lamech, an ungodly descendant of Cain. Lamech 
married two wives, and committed murder, just like his great-great- 
great grandfather (Gen. 4:16-18). Today, the institution of marriage is 
assaulted by abortion, and the homosexual agenda. 


Scripture is Not to be Sensationalized 
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Care must be taken not to sensationalize Scripture, reflected in the 
idea that fallen angels cohabited with women on earth to create a 
race of giants, the Nephilim (Gen. 6:1-4). Just because proud 
individuals claim they descended from the gods, does not justify the 
Church passing on unworthy narratives. 


The Sovereignty of God will Overrule Man 


The promises God made to Abram is a reflection of the Lord’s 
sovereignty overruling the generation that had gathered at the Tower 
of Babel (Gen. 11). At Babel, a spirit of rebellion motivated the people 
to settle into a large city and build a tower. The people did not want to 
be scattered (11:4), despite the known will of God that the earth is to 
be replenished. “So, the Lord scattered them abroad from thence 
upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city” (Gen. 
11:8). The lesson is clear. God knows how to disrupt the imagination, 
and determinations of man, in order that His will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. 


The Church is a Kingdom of Priests 


The commitment by God that Israel would be a kingdom of priests 
finds ultimate fulfillment in the Church. “But ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 


The Fallacy of Nostalgia 


Every generation tends to look to the past as a romantic past. People 
talk about the “good ole days” until they are reminded of the problems 
of the preceding generation. There may be brief periods of peace and 
prosperity for some, but for most people, life is a vale of tears. “Yet 
man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7). This 
shall remain true until Jesus comes and there is a new heaven and a 
new earth of righteousness (2 Peter 3:13). 


Pray for a New Heart 
Because sin is insatiable, a person who wishes to be fundamentally 
and forever different must ask God for a new heart. Pray now, this 


prayer. 


“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within 
me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy 
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spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold 
me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 
and sinners shall be converted unto thee. Deliver me from blood- 
guiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall 
sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open thou, my lips; and my 
mouth shall shew forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; 
else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, thou wilt not despise. Do good in thy good pleasure unto 
Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt thou be pleased 
with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole 
burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar” 
(Psalm 51:10-19). 
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THE BOOK OF MOSES CALLED 
EXODUS 
Moses, c. 1445 BC 


FIRST DIVISION 
Exodus 1 - 18 
The Story Continues: Exodus 1 


The Book of Exodus continues the narrative of seventy descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob going to the Land of Bondage. “And the 
sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, were two souls: all the 
souls of the house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore 
and ten” (Gen. 46:27). 


The Hebrew tribe was going to Egypt due to famine in Canaan, and to 
the fact that Joseph, the eleventh son of Jacob, had been elevated to 
be second in command. Joseph could take care of his own family, and 
provide for them a safe haven. 


Eventually, Joseph died, and all his brothers as well, but not before 
leaving large families born in Egypt. In the next 400 years the Hebrew 
people would multiply in Egypt to the point that a Pharaoh arose over 
Egypt, which knew not Joseph (1:8). Guided by a spirit of fear, the 
Pharaoh began to deal with the Hebrew people in such a vile and 
harsh way, it would lead to a social revolution, and their expulsion. 
Study Exodus 1 - 18 


A Promised Blessing Fulfilled 


The fact that the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased 
abundantly (1:7), is a fulfilment of the creation mandate, and the 
Abrahamic Covenant. Study Genesis 1:20; 12:1-3 


However, the Pharaoh of Egypt felt the multiplication of the Hebrew 
people was a threat to his power, and would overshadow the Egyptian 
people. Foolishly, Pharaoh sought to destroy the people of God, first 
through slavery, second through rigorous labor, and then through a 
selective process of extermination. 
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Obviously, the behavior of the Pharaoh was in opposition to God. 
However, the Egyptian ruler did not know the Lord God. He had his 
own numerous deities to honor and worship. Some of the more 
prominent gods, and goddesses, of Egypt, can be noted. 


Select gods of Egypt 


Male Deities 


Horus The god most often shown as a falcon 

Osiris The god of death and resurrection who rules the 
underworld 

Ra The sun god 

Sobek The crocodile god 


Female Deities 


Isis Wife of Osiris and mother of Horus 
Bastet Represented as a cat, or lioness 
Hathor United with sky, sun, sex, motherhood, music and dance, 


and the afterlife 
Wadjet A cobra goddess 


Fearing the One True God 


In contrast to the many Egyptian deities, there was the one true God 
worshipped by the Hebrew people. The unwillingness of the Hebrews 
to fear anyone but God, was reflected in the defiance of the midwives, 
who refused to destroy male babies, despite the royal command (1:17- 
22). Such is the madness of men, they believe the taking of lives fora 
greater political and social cause is justified. 


Because the Hebrew people were exploited, terrorized, and targeted 
for exterminated, they cried out to the Lord. Heaven heard the cries 
of the people. A divinely appointed leader would soon be sent to lead 
the people out of bondage and into freedom. 


The Boy in the Basket: Exodus 2 
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In the providence of God, a young couple from the tribe of Levi 
married and produced a beautiful child. What they named the baby 
boy is not known. What is known is that every precaution was made to 
protect the precious gift from God. The child’s mother hid him for 
three months, but then, she could hide him no longer. Strong and 
healthy, the baby had to be placed in a quiet place 


The mother constructed a small ark of safety, and laid the baby in the 
basket by the edge of the Nile River. His older sister was appointed to 
watch over the basket and report anything that happened. According 
to divine design, the child was discovered by the daughter of the 
Pharaoh who loved the child she discovered, and brought him to the 
royal palace to be raised. The baby was given the name Moses (Heb. 
“drawing out [of the water]”’; rescued) because, she said, “I drew him 
out of the water” (2:10). 


On the Far Side of the Desert 


So it was that Moses was “learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 
and was mighty in words and in deeds” (Acts 7:22). What Moses had 
yet to learn was that God’s timing, and his, was not the same. It was a 
spiritual truth that would take 40 years to comprehend. Moses would 
learn this in the land of Midian, where he had to flee following the 
murder of an Egyptian taskmaster (2:11-15). 


The Burning Bush that was not Consumed: Exodus 3 


While tending sheep in the land of Midian, Moses met the Lord God in 
a personal and powerful way. At the age of 80, Moses came to a 
burning bush that was not consumed. As he approached the fire, the 
voice of God spoke to Moses saying, “Draw not nigh hither: put off thy 
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground” (3:5). The Lord continued to inform Moses that he was being 
commissioned to go to Pharaoh, and demand the Hebrew people be 
allowed to leave the country. There was to be a day of divine 
redemption. The Hebrew slaves were to leave Egypt, and return to a 
land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob more than 400 years 
earlier. 


The Ten Plagues: Exodus 7 - 12 


In obedience to the known will of God, Moses did return to Egypt. He 
did go to Pharaoh. He did demand the Hebrew slaves be allowed to 
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leave Egypt. And, when Pharaoh refused, as God knew he would, a 
series of plagues came upon Egypt to punish the nation for the way 
the people of God had been treated, and to persuade the Pharaoh to 
obey the Lord. 


The Ten Plagues of Egypt 


Water turned into blood Exodus 7:14 - 25 
Frogs Exodus 7:26 - 8:11 

Lice (Gnats) Exodus 8:12 - 15 
Flies Exodus 8:16 - 28 
Diseased livestock Exodus 9:1 - 7 

Boils Unhealable Exodus 9:8 - 12 
Thunderstorm of hail and fire Exodus 10: 1 - 20 
Locusts Exodus 10: 1 - 20 
Darkness for three days Exodus 10:21 - 29 
Death of the first-born Exodus 11:1 - 12:36 


Special attention must be paid to the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, 
for it presents a doctrinal truth that is very difficult for many 
Christians to embrace, God is sovereign over His creation. In His 
sovereignty, God has the freedom, without any form of injustice, to do 
with individuals as He chooses. In simple language, God has prepared 
some vessels for destruction. “For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, 
Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew 
my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all 
the earth. 18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth” (Rom. 9:17-18). Study “The Potters 
Freedom”, pages 211 - 214, Dr. James White). 


The Hardening of Pharaoh’s Heart: Exodus 4 - 15 
To the singular question, “Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?”, 


several biblical answers are given. 
Question. “Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?” 
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Answer. God determined to harden Pharaoh’s heart before Pharaoh 
ascended to the throne of Egypt, and before Moses met him. The 
stated purpose for God hardening the heart of Pharaoh is “that he 
shall not let the people go.” 


“And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into 
Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I 
have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let 
the people go” (Ex. 4:21). 


“For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose 
have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that 
my name might be declared throughout all the earth” (Rom. 9:17). 


Question. “Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?” 


Answer. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart “that he hearkened not unto 
them”. It is true that Pharaoh dismissed a display of divine power. It is 
true that it is a serious matter to ascribe to man or the devil, the 
mighty works of God. But it is also true that God hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart for the expressed purpose that he would not listen to Moses and 
Aaron. 


“And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; 
as the LORD had said” (Ex. 7:13). 


Jesus taught, that ascribing to Satan the works of God is so serious a 
sin it shall not be forgiven, for it is blaspheming the Holy Spirit. 


“Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, 
and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: 29 But he 
that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, 
but is in danger of eternal damnation: 30 Because they said, He hath 
an unclean spirit” (Mark 3:28-29). 


Question. “Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?” 


Answer. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart in order to fulfil His divine 
decree. Notice the phrase, “as the LORD had spoken unto Moses.” 
What God decrees, comes to pass. The LORD speaks, and it is 
accomplished. “And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he 
hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken unto Moses” (Ex. 
9:12). 


Question. “Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?” 
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Answer. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart in order to encourage the 
heart of His servant Moses, and also that He “might shew these signs 
before him.” “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh: 
for I have hardened his heart, and the heart of his servants, that I 
might shew these my signs before him” (Ex. 10:1). 


Question. “Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?” 


Answer. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart following the plague of locust 
“so that he would not let the children of Israel go” thereby allowing 
more judgments to fall upon the land, and by so doing display His 
great sovereignty all the more. “But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's 
heart (following the plague of locust), so that he would not let the 
children of Israel go” (Ex. 10:20). 


Question. “Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?” 


Answer. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart after a reasonable request 
was made (Moses requested animals for sacrifice) so that the 
unreasonableness of the sinful mind might be revealed. “But the 
LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart (after Moses requested animals for 
sacrifice), and he would not let them go” (Ex. 10:27). 

Question. “Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?” 


Answer. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart in order that His miracles 
might be multiplied in the land of Egypt. As the same sun that melts 
the butter can harden the clay, so the same expressions of divine 
majesty can elicit love and wonder in the righteous, while producing 
hatred and hostility in the ungodly. “And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you; that my wonders may be 
multiplied in the land of Egypt. 10 And Moses and Aaron did all these 
wonders before Pharaoh: and the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so 
that he would not let the children of Israel go out of his land” (Ex. 
11:9). 


Question. “Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?” 


Answer. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart “that he shall follow after” 
the fleeing Israelites. The day of Pharaoh’s death was predetermined. 
God ordained that Pharaoh would pursue the fleeing Hebrews until 
Pharaoh and all of his army were drowned in the Red Sea. It is a 
terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 


“And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; 
and I will be honored upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the 
Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so” (Ex. 14:4). 
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“And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he 
pursued after the children of Israel: and the children of Israel went 
out with a high hand” (Ex. 14:8). 


Pharaoh hardened his own heart primarily, because he did not want 
the Israelites to leave the land of Egypt. God agreed with Pharaoh, the 
Hebrews should not leave the land of Egypt - but only until He, the 
Lord, chose to have them leave. 


Submitting to the Sovereign 


The temptation comes to emphasize those verses which clearly teach 
that pharaoh hardened his own heart (Ex. 8:15, 32; 9:34), and neglect 
to give equal emphasis to those passages which clearly teach that God 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart (Ex. 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27). 

The Gordian Knot is loosened by the hermeneutical Law of First 
Mention, which takes place in Exodus 4, before Pharaoh had a chance 
to harden his own heart, by responding negatively to the first five 
plagues. While he was still at the burning bush, “the Lord said unto 
Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that thou do all 
those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I 
will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go” (Ex. 4:21). 


Then, after the plagues came upon Egypt, Pharaoh decided to let the 
Israelites leave Egypt. From a human perspective, Pharaoh’s decision 
was based on the anguish that came to Egypt with the death of the 
firstborn. From a divine perspective, “The king's heart is in the hand 
of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will” 
(Prov. 21:1). 


The Drowning of Pharaoh’s Army: Exodus 15 


Eventually, the Hebrew children were free to leave the Land of 
Bondage, and dispossess the Egyptians as they went. “And the 
children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they 
borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and 
raiment” (Ex. 12:35). 


Horrified at what he had allowed to happen, and angry, upon 
reflection, Pharaoh pursued the departing Israelites with his mighty 
army, only to have it destroyed in a miraculous way. Study Exodus 
14:26-31 


A testimonial song was composed about this occasion. It was sung 
with dancing and great rejoicing by Miriam the prophetess, the sister 
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of Aaron, and other women in Israel. The last verse of the song 
summarizes loves response to God, and why such love for the Lord is 
well deserved. “Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.” Study Exodus 
15:1-21 


Bread from Heaven and Water from a Rock: Exodus 16 - 17 


Leaving death and destruction behind them, to reach for a better life 
in a Land of Promise, the Israelites began to move, until they came to 
the wilderness of Zin on the fifteenth day of the second month, called 
Zif (April/May) after their departure from Egypt (16:1). At Zin the 
people encamped to reflect on their situation. 


During the six weeks of movement from Egypt to Zin, the attitude of 
many of the Israelites began to change. Many became discouraged, 
and began to murmur or complain. The people began to criticize 
Moses and Aaron saying, “Would to God we had died by the hand of 
the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when 
we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this 
wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger” (Ex. 16:3). 


Despite the unfairness of their complaints, in matchless grace the 
Lord provided food, at Zin, and water. 


Bread came down from heaven as a type of Christ, who is the Bread of 
Life John 6:35). Water came from a rock at Rephidim (Ex. 17:1-7). 
That Rock was Jesus (1 Cor. 10:4). Anyone who “eats” the bread of 
heaven, and “drinks” from the fountain of living water by faith, shall 
find spiritual nourishment and eternal life. 


When God Waged War with Men 


The Amalekites were a wandering tribe, who descended from Esau’s 
grandson, Amalek. They were mainly located in the Sinai Peninsula. 
Perhaps they felt threatened when the great multitude led by Moses 
came into their territory. Whatever compelled the Amalekites to 
initially attack the Exodus Generation, they became a bitter enemy of 
man, and God, to the point the Lord swore that He “would have war 
with Amalek from generation to generation.” Study Genesis 14:7; 
36:12, 16; Exodus 17:8-16; Judges 3:13; 6:3, 33; 7:12-22; 1 Chronicles 
1:36 


Some Practical Wisdom Accepted: Exodus 18 
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Following the victory of a military encounter with the Amalekites, who 
needlessly fought with Israel in Rephidim, Moses received some very 
wise counsel from his father-in-law, Jethro. The wise gentleman saw 
that Moses was taking too much upon himself, and suggested that 
other leaders be found to deal with lesser personal and tribal issues. 
Moses could judge the greater issues among the people. “So, Moses 
hearkened to the voice of his father-in-law, and did all that he had 
said” (18:24). Later rulers, such as Solomon, would concede that “in 
the multitude of counselors there is safety” (Prov. 11:14). 


A King of Priests, and A Holy Nation: Exodus 19 


In the third month, the month of Nissan (March / April), when the 
children of Israel had left Egypt, they came to the wilderness of Sinai. 
The people encamped at the base of Mount Sinai. Here, God would 
make a Covenant with His people. But first, they must prepare 
themselves to be in the presence of the Lord. It was a cleansed and 
sanctified people the Lord wanted to meet with. 


SECOND DIVISION 
Exodus 19 - 40 


The People of Israel at the Foot of Mount Sinai: Exodus 19 


Having brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, the Land of 
Bondage, through the Red Sea, and into the wilderness, the people of 
God were made to encamp at the foot of Mount Sinai. God had 
something special He wanted to say, and to give to the Israelites in 
the form of a formal Suzerain Treaty, or Covenant with distinct 
obligations, and penalties if violated. 


A Traditional 
Suzerain Covenant 


The Preamble The preamble identified the parties involved in the 
treaty. 


The Prologue The prologue listed the deeds _ already 
performed by the Suzerain on behalf of the vassal. 
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The Stipulations The stipulation stated the terms to be upheld 


by the vassal for the life of the treaty. 

The Provision Provision was made for a periodic public reading of 
the treaty. A copy of the treaty was to be read 
aloud in the vassal state for the purpose of 


renewal. This implied that a copy of the treaty had to be 
stored where it could be protected for the time 
between the readings. 


The Divine Witness_ The treaty usually included the deities of both 
the Suzerain and the vassal 


The Blessings The blessings associated with the treaty were 
contingent on whether 

or not the stipulations of the treaty were upheld. 
There were curses if the stipulations were not 
upheld 


The Sacrificial Meal A fellowship meal was held for members of 
both parties to show a mutual participation in, and 
commitment to, the treaty 


The Sinai Covenant: Exodus 20 - 24 


All the components of a traditional treaty, familiar to the Israelites, 
are found in the Sinai Covenant. Keep in mind the conditions of the 
Sinai Covenant were not provided all at once. Though summarized in 
the Ten Commandments, the Sinai Covenant is more expansive. 
Fifty-two more commands are given. 


The Sinai Covenant 
As a Suzerain Treaty 


The Preamble Exodus 20:1 

The Prologue Exodus 20:2 

The Stipulations Exodus 20:3-17 

The Provision for a periodic public reading Deuteronomy 
31:9-13; Nehemiah 8:8 

The Divine Witness Exodus 20:22 

The Blessings Exodus 20:5b. 6; 


Joshua 1:8 
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The Sacrificial Meal / Ceremony Leviticus 23:2 


The Covenant at Mt. Sinai was simply a continuation of the Covenant 
that God made with Abraham, found in Genesis 12:1-3. Study also 
Genesis 15:18-21; 17:9-14. Note that Genesis 15:18-21 with Genesis 
30:1-10 is often called the Palestinian Covenant 


In the Sinai Covenant, the promise given to Abraham of a people, is 
enlarged to reveal what kind of people Abraham’s descents would be, 
if they keep the Law being given to them by the hand of God. The 
people would become a kingdom of priests to the nations, which 
means they would represent the nations before God, and God before 
all the nations on earth. “Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my Covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 6 And ye shall be 
unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words 
which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel” (Exodus 19:1-6). 


A Parenthetical Observation 
Continuation and Amplification, Not Replacement 


As a whole, the nation of Israel failed to become all that God intended, 
a remanent, according to the election of grace, did remain faithful to 
the Lord (Rom. 11:5). All of the faithful Israelites were added to in the 
New Testament era by Gentiles, to form a stronger “spiritual nation”, 
which became known as “the church of God”. Study Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 
1:2; 10:32; 11:22; 15:9; 2 Cor. 1:1; Gal. 1:13; 1 Tim. 3:5, 15 


The New Testament expression of the people of God is not a 
replacement of national Israel, but a confirmation and continuation of 
the true Israel, consisting of those, Jew and Gentile, who have the 
faith of Abraham. 


“Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the 
children of Abraham” (Gal. 3:7). 


“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 


The true church of God continues to exist both physically, and 
Spiritually, to be a witness to all the nations of the earth. There are no 
boundaries for the invisible church, for the earth is the Lord’s and the 
kingdom’s thereof (Psalm 24:1-3). There is no end to the holy nation 
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over whom Christ rules, for the royal reign of the resurrected Christ is 
forever. From a divine perspective, on the day of the resurrection of 
Jesus, “The kingdoms of this world became the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of His Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever (Rev. 11:15). 
The reign of the ascended Christ is a present reality. 


Let the Church rejoice. Our Lord reigns. “Thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever: the scepter of thy kingdom is a right scepter” (Psalms 
45:6). Jesus is even now King of kings and Lord of lords. Moreover, 
our sovereign Lord “hath made us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (Rev. 
1:6). 


Embracing the Sinai Covenant 


After hearing the commandments and conditions of the Sinai 
Covenant, the people rejoiced and “answered together, and said, All 
that the Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words 
of the people unto the Lord” (Ex. 19:8). 


It was a wonderful experience for the people of Israel at Mt. Sinai, 
filled with a cosmic display of divine majesty. “And the sight of the 
glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in 
the eyes of the children of Israel” (Ex. 24:17). 


The spiritual passions of the people were aroused. There was a 
renewed commitment to keep Covenant with God, worship Him 
properly, and maintain social justice. Israel would be different from 
other nations. 


A Dwelling Place for the Lord: Exodus 25 - 31 


Because the Lord was pleased with the response of the people to His 
Covenant offer, the Lord informed Moses that He would come and 
dwell in the midst of the people who were to construct a beautiful Ark 
of the Covenant. “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell 
among them” (258). 


In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were driven from the presence 
of God. That is what sin does to the soul. Sin separates the sweet 
fellowship of the heart with the Creator. In matchless grace God must 
seek out man to restore fellowship, and He does. “Adam, where are 
you?” “Abraham, lift up your eyes. I want to bless you.” “Children of 
Israel, build Me an altar and I will dwell in your midst.” 
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Jesus said, “If a man loves me, he will keep my words: and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him” John 14:23). There is divine movement in human history from 
the external presence of the Lord, in the Garden of Eden, to His 
internal dwelling in the heart, which is far better. 


A Divine Design 


Every detail of the Ark, and then the Tabernacle, was given by God. 
There was to be an outer courtyard with an altar. In the center there 
was a tent, overlaid with beautiful coverings, with an inner room and 
an outer room. Inside the inner room, called the Holy of Holies, was 
the Ark. Inside the Ark were to be placed three items: Aaron’s rod 
that budded, the Tables of the Law, and a portion of manna. Angelic 
creatures were to be carved on top of the Ark looking downward on 
the mercy seat, where a blood atonement was to be sprinkled once a 
year. 


In constructing the Tabernacle, and the Ark of the Covenant, much 
symbolism was woven into the artistic expression of all the items, 
including the flowers, angels, gold, and the jewels. Time should be 
taken to explore the symbolism of the place where God and His people 
came together, as they once did in the Garden of Eden. 


The Golden Calf Incident: Exodus 32 - 33 


Though the portable Tabernacle was designed to be a place of peace 
and harmony between God and man, something went terribly wrong. 
The children of Israel allowed their sensual passions to pervert their 
rational judgment, leading them into idolatry. The turning away from 
the Lord began when Aaron proclaimed a feast to the Lord. A day 
designed to be holy, soon degenerated into a day of debauchery. We 
read the people “rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt 
offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat 
and to drink, and rose up to play” (32:6). 


The language of the Authorized Version sanitizes what took place 
during the appointed time to hold a feast to the Lord. Within a few 
hours, the children of Israel went from proclaiming their fidelity to 
God, and His law, to revelry. The music being played became very 
loud. The movements of the dancers became suggestive, and then 
sensual. The free flow of fermented wine reduced personal inhibitions. 
Bawdy laughter encouraged others to openly compete _ for 
inappropriate expressions of love, attention, and affection. When the 
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statue of a golden calf was created, religiously minded people bowed 
to it in mockery. 


The behavior of the people did not escape the notice of the Lord, who 
said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiff- 
necked people: 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may 
wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make 
of thee a great nation” (Ex. 32:9-10). 


Though the Lord is long-suffering, sin can reach a saturation point in 
a nation, to the point the Lord will move to destroy it, to work with a 
new generation. 


From a human point of view, the only thing that saved the Exodus 
Generation from total annihilation in one day, was Moses stepped 
forward to act as a Priest. “And Moses besought the Lord his God, and 
said, Lord, why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou 
hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with 
a mighty hand? 


12 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did 
he bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume 
them from the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and 
repent of this evil against thy people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and 
saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and 
all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they 
shall inherit it forever. 14 And the Lord repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto his people” (Ev. 32:11-14). 


Moses argued against destroying the nation as a whole, by reminding 
God it would be a violation of the Abrahamic Covenant, and would 
bring disrespect to His name. The Lord agreed. While the Lord did not 
destroy Israel, He did discipline the people. Some of the people were 
made to ingest the golden calf, after it was ground to power (32:20), 
three thousand died the sin unto death (32:26-28), and some were 
afflicted with a plague (32:35). 


A Divine Self Portrait: Exodus 34 


Though the Law had been broken, Moses was given a new set of 
tablets, as the Lord proclaimed His own view of Himself saying, “The 
Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, 7 Keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 
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and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth 
generation” (34:6-7). 


God’s View of Himself 
Exodus 34:6-7 


God is merciful 

God is gracious 

God is longsuffering 

God is abundant in goodness 

God is abundant in truth 

God keeps mercy for thousands 

God forgives iniquity 

God forgives transgression 

God forgives sin 

God will by no means clear the guilty 
God will visit the iniquity of the fathers to the third and fourth 
generation 


While God is merciful and faithful to His Covenant promises, He is 
also holy and just, and will not let the wicked go unpunished. 
However, when, and in what form, divine punishment will manifest 
itself against evil individuals depends upon the Lord. “Some men's 
sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men 
they follow after” (1 Timothy 5:24). 


The Work on the Tabernacle Continues: Exodus 35 - 40 


After reestablishing His Law, and His Covenant commitment to 
Moses, and to Israel, the commission of the Tabernacle moves 
forward. In five extended chapters, containing precise details, the 
Tabernacle God would have built for Himself is revealed. 


Once the Tabernacle was finished, God’s shekinah glory came and 
covered the tent. God would dwell with His people. While the word 
“shekinah” does not actually appear in the Authorized Version, the 
divine visitation is without question. Manifesting Himself visibly as a 
Pillar of Fire by night, and a Cloud by day, the Israelites were guided 
by God’s glory through the desert. “And the Lord went before them by 
day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar 
of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: 22 He took not away 
the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from 
before the people” (Ex. 13:20-22). 


Guide me, O my great Redeemer, 


Si 


pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but you are mighty; 
hold me with your powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 


~William Williams 


When the glory of God hovered over the completed Tabernacle as a 
cloud, because Moses had done according to all that the Lord 
commanded him (40:16), something remarkable took place. Moses 
was not able to enter into the Tabernacle “because the cloud abode 
thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle” (40:35). 


Moses had been in the Tabernacle before, in the Holy Place and in the 
Most Holy Place, to see the furniture in each compartment was put in 
its proper place. But on this occasion, when the Tabernacle was 
completed and the glory of God was at it brightest expression, Moses 
was unable to go inside. The time would come when Moses, and 
Aaron, and others would be allowed inside the Tabernacle to minister 
according to gospel terms, but on the day of its final preparation, 
when God’s presence was at its fulness, there was a holy hush that 
took place, and a respectful distance placed between man and God. 


With the image of Moses outside the Tabernacle presented as part of 
the historical record, the book of Exodus comes to a conclusion. 
Lessons to Learn 
Exodus 


The Church Must Study History 


Those who do not know history will find freedom to be ungrateful, and 
even hostile to the citizens of society. The Hebrew people had a large 
and positive impact on Egyptian culture, until the people were 
considered to be parasites on society. 


Nationalism is a Divine Idea 


There is a natural instinct to have a national identity. The Hebrew 
people never did fully assimilate into Egyptian ways, and for that they 
were resented and feared (Ex. 1:9-10). When a subculture in a society 
is feared, the desire comes to control, assimilate, or annihilate that 
which is different. Because the Hebrew people kept Covenant with 
God, they became a targeted people. 
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Worldly Wisdom is Often Foolish 


The wisdom of the world, when trying to solve a social concern, is 
usually cruel and evil. 


The Pharaoh and 
People of the Covenant 


Control Exodus 1:11 

Affliction Exodus 1:12-14 
Population reduction Exodus 1:15-21 
Extermination Exodus 1:15-22 


The beliefs and practices of Fascism, Nazism, Communism, or Secular 
Humanism are not new. Long ago, the Pharaoh of Egypt believed it 
was in the best interest of his country to slaughter the innocent, and 
enslave others, for ideological reasons. 


Time is Needed for Spiritual Maturity 


Many of the great spiritual truths associated with the Christian 
experience takes years to comprehend and appreciate. The life of 
Moses illustrates this spiritual concept. Moses sincerely believed that 
if he defended his Hebrew brethren, his actions would be understood 
and appreciated. “For he supposed his brethren would have 
understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they 
understood not” (Acts 7:25). 


Leaders Can be Wrong 


Moses was wrong. His brethren did not understand. “And when he 
went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove 
together: and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest 
thou thy fellow? 14 And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge 
over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And 
Moses feared, and said, Surely, this thing is known” (Ex. 2:13, 14). 


The Sovereignty of God does not Negate Human Responsibility 
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The fact that God knew He would harden Pharaoh’s heart (Ex. 4:21), 
did not lessen Pharaoh’s personal responsibility to repent, and chose 
to do right by complying with the known will of the Lord. 


The sovereignty of God and human responsibility, offers a challenging 
concept for Fallen humanity. Nevertheless, what must be affirmed by 
the Christian, is that while there might be a mysterious paradox, there 
is no contradiction in Scripture. 


Bring the Children to Christ 


Communicate the Bible stories in a creative way that children can 
understand 


MOSES 
Exodus 1:8-4:12, 5:1-14, 7-13, 15-17:7, 19, 20, 24:12-18 
Deuteronomy 5 


After the death of Joseph, a new Pharaoh ascended the throne, 
He subjugated the Israelites, lest their power be shown. 


Pharaoh declared all Hebrew baby boys must be killed, 
But one Israelite woman disobeyed, only to God’s decree she would 
yield. 


When she could no longer conceal the boy, 
She placed him in the river Nile, wanting to be coy. 


Then one day Pharaoh’s daughter came to bathe in the water, 
The joy she had found, no money could have bought her. 


She named the baby, Moses, and kept him as her own, 
Teaching him the ways of Egyptians, but the Lord he never left 
alone. 


When Moses grew older he was troubled and mad, 
He despised the mistreatment of Hebrews, and it made him sad. 


He killed an Egyptian during a fit of anger, 
He fled to the hills to escape all danger. 


After years as a Shepherd, the Lord appeared as a burning bush, 
Telling Moses to return to Egypt, for the Hebrew’s freedom he 
should push. 
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Moses returned to Pharaoh saying, “Let my people go,” 
“Who is this god?” Pharaoh replied, “My answer is no.” 


And so the Lord showed his power and might, 
Sending ten plagues to give the Egyptians fright. 


The water turned to blood, followed by frog, gnats and a plague of 
flies, 
Next, illness, boils, hail, locus, darkness and death which caused 
Many cries. 


Eventually, Pharaoh let the Hebrews go, 
But then changed his mind, because his pride dictated so. 


The Hebrews were trapped by water and land, 
Between the two, was nothing but sand. 


A miracle occurred when Moses raised his right hand, 
A wind parted the waters and the people passed on dry land. 


When the Egyptians followed after the water came back, 
And drowned everyone in that fateful attack. 


While wondering the desert, God gave them ten rules, 
They were written on stone tablets, they were better than jewels. 
These are the commanded ten, 

Applicable to all men: 


Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image. 
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. 
Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 

Honor thy father and thy mother. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
Thou shalt not covet. 

Forty years, Moses was to lead the people in a band, 
But dying shortly before, Moses never reached the Promised Land. 


~Adam Murrell 


Some Questions are Sinful 
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It is a hard and wicked heart that asks, “Is the Lord among us, or 
not?” (Ex. 17:6). This is a great sin in the sight of God, for it indicates 
lack of faith. The God who delivered Israel from Egypt was going to 
sustain them following their Exodus. 


In like manner, there is a wonderful promise given to the New 
Testament believer. “Being confident of this very thing, that he which 
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 


Look for all the Types of Christ 


There are many types of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Old Testament. 
Look for them as you read, and then make a personal application of 
the spiritual truths that come to your mind. Ruth Caye Jones 
understood the Rock which Moses struck was Jesus, and wrote her 
song, “In Times like These.” 


In times like these you need a Savior 

In times like these you need an anchor 

Be very sure, be very sure 

Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock 


This Rock is Jesus, Yes He’s the One 

This Rock is Jesus, the only One 

Be very sure, be very sure 

Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock 


In times like these you need the Bible 

In times like these O be not idle 

Be very sure, be very sure 

Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock 


In times like these I have a Savior 

In times like these I have an anchor 

I’m very sure, I’m very sure 

My anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock. 


The careful preparations the Israelites made to be in the presence of 
the Lord, is in stark contrast to the careless presentation people make 
of themselves for worship today. There is a devolution in attitude, and 
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attire, when the church meets for worship in the modern era. 
Christians should reconsider the way they dress, and the way they 
prepare their hearts for worship. 


The concept of the “invisible church” has been part of Protestant faith 
since the days of the Reformation, reflected in the various creeds. The 
Baptist Confession of 1689 speaks of the invisible church, Chapter 26. 


“The catholic or universal church, which (with respect to the internal 
work of the Spirit and truth of grace) may be called invisible, consists 
of the whole number of the elect, that have been, are, or shall be 
gathered into one, under Christ, the head thereof; and is the spouse, 
the body, the fulness of him that fills all in all.” Study Heb. 12:23; Col. 
1:18; Eph. 1:10,22-23, 5:23,27,32 


So strong are the passions in the body that individuals are willing to 
sin in plain sight of God. While Moses was on the mountain receiving 
detailed instructions from the Lord, the people were in the valley 
defying the Ten Commandments, with no fear of punishment. The 
people could look up and see fire on the mountain. They knew they 
were in the presence of God, and did not care what they did. They 
would have their moment of pleasure at all cost. 


Any person who has been, or is, addicted to drugs, violence, gambling, 
pornography, affairs, food, shopping, the internet, or games, can 
identify with the Golden Calf Incident. There are stimuli that defy 
logic, because they demand some form of immediate gratification. 
Nothing else matters. Not even the presence of God can stop the evil 
that is being done. 
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THE BOOK OF MOSES CALLED 
LEVITICUS 
Moses, c. 1445 BC 


Having led the Israelites out of Egypt, the Land of Bondage, having 
guided them through the wilderness to Mt. Sinai, where the 
Abrahamic Covenant was amplified, the Lord instructed His people to 
be holy. That is the main theme of the third Book of Moses called 
Leviticus. Only those who have been redeemed by blood, and entered 
in Covenant with God, can be holy. Those outside God’s Covenant, 
those who have never been brought out of their bondage to sin, 
remain in their natural state of just condemnation. They are not 
righteous, and have no motive, or incentive to be holy. 


Holiness, and righteousness, describe the state of moral excellence. 
To be holy, is to be separated unto God. It is to be dedicated or 
consecrated to the Lord, for a sacred purpose. Righteousness is the 
quality of being morally right or justifiable; to be virtuous. To be 
righteous is to be proven, or declared, morally excellent. To be holy, is 
to be consecrated, or dedicated to moral excellence. To be holy is to 
be morally blameless, consecrated, or set apart. 


Every blood bought person who enters into Covenant with God is holy, 
for they are set apart from all other people. Every blood bought 
person in Covenant with God is to be holy by being righteous, having 
been justified, or declared to be virtuous. Therefore, “Sanctify 
yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the Lord your God” 
(Lev. 20:7). “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Peter 
1:16). 


Hearing the Voice of God: Leviticus 1 


The opening verse of Leviticus states the Lord called unto Moses from 
the Tabernacle. Despite all the work Moses had done to prepare the 
Tabernacle, according to divine design, on the great day of divine 
visitation, when the shekinah glory descended into the camp, Moses 
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was not allowed to enter into that holy structure. “And Moses was not 
able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud 
abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle” 
(Exodus 40:35). 


The Book of Leviticus explains how Moses, and every blood bought 
person can enter into the Tabernacle, and have renewed fellowship 
with God. A key concept is holiness. “Follow peace with all men, and 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). 


Holiness Defined 


The word “holy” means, “to be set apart in a unique way.” God is said 
to be holy from all others, for He is the creator of all, and the author 
of life, both physical and eternal. 


“Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that 
are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest 
them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee” (Neh. 9:6). 


Because God is holy, the area around God is holy. “Moses, do not 
come any closer, and take off your shoes from off your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground” (Ex. 3:5). 


If Moses, if Israel, if any person wants to dwell in the presence of God, 
and commune with Him, they too must be holy. “Speak unto all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be 
holy: for I the Lord your God am holy” (Lev. 19:2). This means that the 
problem of sin has to be dealt with. The Book of Leviticus reveals how 
God enabled Israel to address the issue of sin, and live in His 
presence. 


Five Sacrificial Rituals 
Leviticus 1 - 7 


According to the will of God, five ritual sacrifices were to be offered. 
Each sacrifice reflected some facet of the real sacrifice of the person 
and work of Jesus Christ. The five symbolic sacrifices are set forth in 
Leviticus. 


The Burnt Offering: Leviticus 1 
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The Burnt Offering was presented in order to make a payment for sin, 
and to show one’s devotion to God. It anticipated the death of Jesus 
Christ at Calvary, who was offered as a sacrifice for sin. “So Christ 
was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for 
him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 
9:28). 


The Meal (Grain) Offering: Leviticus 2 


The Meal (Grain) Offering was to show honor and respect for the Lord 
in worship. The Lord is to be acknowledged that all blessings flow 
from His grace, love, and mercy. 


“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” 


The Grain Offering typifies Jesus, the perfect Gift of God, for the 
people of God. “Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 
9:15). 


The Peace Offering: Leviticus 3 


The Peace Offering was given to express gratitude to God. It 
symbolized peace with God, and indicated close communion with the 
Lord. The Peace Offering speaks of Jesus, who is able to bring peace 
to troubled hearts, by reconciling sinners to the Father. Every 
Christian has peace with God through Jesus Christ the Lord. 
“Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). 


The Sin Offering: Leviticus 4 


The Sin Offering was designed to make payment for sins of 
uncleanness, neglect, or thoughtlessness. Presumptuous sins were not 
in view. The Sin Offering restored the person to fellowship with God, 
while reflecting the seriousness of sin. The danger with wrong 
attitude and actions is that sin becomes a light matter. 


Vice is a monster of so frightful mien 

As to be hated needs but to be seen; 

Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace. 


~Alexander Pope 
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When Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures, He paid for 
every transgression of the believer, past, present, and future. 


I hear the Savior say, 

‘Thy strength indeed is small; 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, 
Find in Me thine all in all.’ 


Jesus paid it all, 

All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 
For nothing good have I 
Whereby Thy grace to claim; 
I’ll wash my garments white 

In the blood of Calvary’s Lamb. 


And now complete in Him, 

My robe, His righteousness, 
Close sheltered ‘neath His side, 
I am divinely blest. 


Lord, now indeed I find 

Thy pow’r, and Thine alone, 
Can change the leper’s spots 
And melt the heart of stone. 


When from my dying bed 

My ransomed soul shall rise, 
“Jesus died my soul to save,” 
Shall rend the vaulted skies. 


And when before the throne 
I stand in Him complete, 

I’ll lay my trophies down, 
All down at Jesus’ feet. 


~Elvina M. Hall 


The New Testament counterpart to the Sin Offering is 1 John 1:9. “If 
we Say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8, 9). The 
believer’s present day Sin Offering is a broken and a contrite heart, 
enhanced by reflecting on the sacrifice of Jesus. 
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When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 


See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 


~Isaac Watts 


The Trespass (Guilt) Offering Leviticus 5 - 7 


The Trespass (Guilt) Offering was provided so that a person could 
make a payment for a sin against God, and others. A sacrifice had to 
be made to God, while a sacrificial restitution was offered to anyone 
injured. When Zacchaeus came down from the sycamore tree and 
stood before the Lord, he said to Jesus, “Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any man by 
false accusation, I restore him fourfold” (Luke 19:8). 


The Trespass (Guilt) Offering foretold Christ’s death at Calvary, which 
would take away the deadly consequences of evil. “Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed” (1 
Peter 2:24). 


Each of the sacrifices reminded the Israelites of God’s holiness, and 
justice, but also of His mercy and grace. Where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound (Rom. 5:20). 
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Serving in the Presence of God: The Priests of Israel: Leviticus 
8-9 


To teach the people the Law, and to offer sacrifices on behalf of the 
people, the Lord ordained Aaron and his son to be priests. Their 
qualifications are detailed in Leviticus 21-22. 


Essentially, the priests were expected to display the highest quality of 
physical fitness, and moral integrity. Physically strong men were 
needed to handle the many sacrifices. Slaughtering animals for 
worship is arduous work. Morally clean men were needed lest they be 
subject to bribery, or turned into thieves to steal offerings from the 
Lord, and sell the animals for personal profit. 


The priest represented the people before God, and God insists that 
His people be holy. The priests also represented God to the people. 
The Lord does not want to be represented badly. 


Strange Fire Before the Lord: Exodus 10 


The renewed interest in insisting the priests be holy in chapters 21 - 
22 of Leviticus may be rooted in the fact that immediately after being 
ordained priests, two of the sons of Aaron violated God’s holiness. 
They offered “strange fire” to the Lord which He had not commanded. 


“And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his 
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not” (Lev. 
10:1). 


The Hebrew word translated “strange”, means “unauthorized, foreign, 
or profane.” God was so offended by this act that He consumed both 
Nadab and Abihu with fire. “And there went out fire from the Lord, 
and devoured them, and they died before the Lord” (10:2). When 
Moses saw what was done, he spoke to Aaron, daring him to 
comment. “And Arron held his peace” (10:3). The bodies of Nadab and 
Abihu were carried in their priestly garments out of the camp. The 
people were instructed not to display any sign of respect for the dead 
sons of Aaron lest they too suffer the wrath of the Almighty (10:6). 


So, what was the nature of the profane fire offered to God that 
offended Him? A definitive answer is not known. However, it is 
possible that Nadab and Abihu were burning the incense with a fire of 
their own creation, rather than taking fire from the altar as God had 
commanded. Notice Leviticus 16:12. “And he shall take a censer full 
of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the Lord, and his 


49 


hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the vail” 
(Lev. 16:12). 


A Wonderful and Terrifying Paradox 


The paradox of living in the presence of God is displayed in the story 
of Nadab and Abihu. It is a wonderful experience to be especially 
chosen by God for ministry and service. It can also be terrifying, 
which is why those who wish to be ministers should remember the 
words of James. “My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we 
shall receive the greater condemnation” (James 3:1). 


The Need for Ritual Purity: Leviticus 11 - 15 The Book of 
Leviticus draws a dramatic distinction between people who are pure 
and clean, and those who are impure and unclean. An Israelite could 
become impure and unclean in several ways. 


Contact with reproductive fluids from the body made a person 
unclean. 

Contact with a skin disease made a person unclean. 

Contact with mold, or a fungus made a person unclean. 

Contact with a dead body made a person unclean. 

Fating unclean animals made a person unclean. 


Realistically, the Jews knew they could not refrain from becoming 
unclean in some way, for life is filled with contacts which defile. Death 
is also part of daily life. Therefore, it was not immoral to be unclean. 
What would have been immoral was to remain unclean, and impure by 
ignoring the means of purification. 


In grace, the Law provided for ritual cleansing to take place, so that 
which was unclean became clean. A person could say, “I was once 
unclean, but now I am clean.” 


The larger point of the ceremonial cleansings and daily washings, is 
that God wanted His people to appear before Him in worship without 
carrying the symbols of defilement and death in their bodies. The Lord 
wanted the people to appear before him cleansed. 


The concept of purity in worship carried over into the Church of the 
New Testament era. Consider the exhortation, and warning of Paul, 
regarding worshipping the Lord in purity during Holy Communion. 


“But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and 
drink of that cup. 29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
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eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's 
body. 30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and 
many sleep. 31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be 
judged” (1 Cor. 11:28 - 31). 


But is it Kosher? 


Because God demanded a wholesome sacrifice, and personal purity, 
the priests were to make sure everything was kosher. The word 
kosher is from Hebrew kasher, meaning, fit, proper. It was the 
responsibility of the priests to declare an animal, or a person, fit, or, 
ritually clean and proper, prior to any act of worship. 


The Day of Atonement: Leviticus 16 - 17 


If Israel strived to keep the Law, offered proper sacrifices, observed 
the special holy days, kept the Sabbaths, and practiced acts of ritual 
purification, the Lord would provide a national blessing each year on 
the Day of Atonement, on the 10 of Tishri (September or October). 
Study Leviticus 23:26 - 32 


The Need for Moral Purity: Leviticus 18 - 20 


The primary differences between the Israelites and the Canaanites, 
was their love for the Lord God alone, their care for the poor, their 
commitment to personal integrity, and their implementation of social 
justice. These distinctives are amplified in Leviticus 18 - 22. 


Seven Feasts of the Bible: Leviticus 23 


Feasts in the Spring 


The Feast of Passover (Pesach) was held in the first month of the 
Jewish calendar, the month of Nisan (March and April), on the 
fourteenth day at twilight. Study “In the fourteenth day of the first 
month at even is the Lord's Passover” (Lev. 23:5). The Passover 
commemorated the shedding of blood to bring the Exodus Generation 
out of Egypt, the Land of Bondage. This feast was a type of Christ, our 
Passover who shed His blood to bring His people out of the bondage 
of sin and death. “Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a 
new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is 
sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7). 
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The Feast of Unleavened Bread was held from the 15" to the 21“ in 
the first month of Nisan (March or April) on the fifteenth day, the day 
following Passover. “And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the 
feast of unleavened bread unto the Lord: seven days ye must eat 
unleavened bread. 7 In the first day ye shall have a holy convocation: 
ye shall do no servile work therein. 8 But ye shall offer an offering 
made by fire unto the Lord seven days: in the seventh day is a holy 
convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein” (Lev. 23:6-8; Exodus 
12:15-20). On this feast day, no work was to be done. Leavened bread 
was not to be eaten in order to remind people of the urgent way they 
left Egypt on the night of the Passover. 


In the New Testament era, Christians are reminded of the urgency of 
leaving this world, and all that is in it, to follow God. Those who would 
be a disciple of Christ cannot continue in the old ways. Every 
Christian must remove the bad leaven in their lives. Besides 
inappropriate attitudes and actions, which are to be put away, there is 
doctrinal “leaven”, or error, to be aware of for “a little leaven, 
leaveneth the whole lump” (Gal. 5:9). Study Matthew 16:6,12; Mark 
8:15; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 Jesus is the perfect “bread of heaven.” In 
Him there is no leaven, in Jesus, there is no sin. “And ye know that he 
was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin” (1 John 
3:5). 


We have heard the joyful sound: 
Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

Spread the tidings all around: 
Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

Bear the news to every land, 

Climb the steeps and cross the waves; 

Onward! —’tis our Lord’s command; 
Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 


~Pricilla Jane Owens 


The Feast of First Fruits was held in the first month of Nisan 
(March or April) on the 16* day. It was a celebration of the harvest. A 
sheaf representing the first fruit of the harvest was held up and waved 
before the Lord, in recognition that the coming harvest was dedicated 
to Him. The sheaf was likely barley, which was the first crop to ripen. 


“Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be 
come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest 
thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest 
unto the priest: 11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be 
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accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall 
wave it” (Lev. 23:10-11). 


The Feast of First Fruits symbolically anticipated the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, who was not only King, Prophet, and Priest, but the 
Wave Offering to the Father. Because Jesus lives, others shall live as 
well. The bodily resurrection of Jesus assures the bodily resurrection 
of all the saints. “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first fruits of them that slept. 21 For since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But every man in his 
own order: Christ the first fruits; afterward they that are Christ's at 
his coming” (1 Cor. 15:20-23). 


The Feast of Pentecost (Weeks) was held in the third month of 
Sivan (May or June), on the 6" day, or fifty days after the Feast of 
First Fruits. 


“And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from 
the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths 
shall be complete: 16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath 
shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto 
the Lord. 17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of 
two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baked with 
leaven; they are the first fruits unto the Lord” (Lev. 23:15-17). 


“And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the first fruits for a 
wave offering before the Lord, with the two lambs: they shall be holy 
to the Lord for the priest. 21 And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame 
day, that it may be a holy convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile 
work therein: it shall be a statute forever in all your dwellings 
throughout your generations” (Lev. 23:20-21). 


The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) was primarily designed to thank God 
for the blessings of the harvest. This was one of the three annual 
feasts which required all Hebrew males in Israel to make the 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem 


Three Mandatory Feasts 
for Hebrew Males 


The Feast of Unleavened Bread Held the day after Passover 
1 month 

The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) Held fifty days after Passover 
3™¢ month 
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The Feast of Tabernacle (Booths) Held four months later in Tishri 
7% month 


The Feast of Pentecost anticipated the coming of a _ greater 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit. The disciples of the resurrected Jesus 
were commanded to wait at Jerusalem for what the Father had 
promised. He would pour out His Spirit on all flesh. Study Joel 2:28-32 


Jesus personally confirmed the promise of the Father would be 
honored. “And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but 
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from 
on high” (Luke 24:49). 


The disciples obeyed. “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4). 


On the day the Feast of Pentecost was observed, three thousand 
people heard the Gospel, believed, and were baptized. Study Acts 2:1- 
41 


Feasts in the Fall 


The Feast of Trumpets was held near the Day of Atonement (Yom 
Kippur) in the seventh month, called Tishri (September or October), 
on the first day of the month. 


“And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 24 Speak unto the children 
of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, 
shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy 
convocation. 25 Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer 
an offering made by fire unto the Lord” (Lev. 23:23-25). 


The Feast of Trumpets (Rosh Ha-Shanah, lit. “head of the year”) was 
held to give the Hebrew people an opportunity to reflect on their 
relationship with man and God. Ten days, known as The Days of Awe, 
or, The Days of Penitence, were to be taken for self-examination 
because life and death hung in the balance. The Day of Atonement 
was at hand and the question was whether or not God would accept 
the atonement to be made by the High Priest in the Holy of Holies 
inside the Tabernacle. To prepare for Yom Kippur, the shofar was to 
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be blown, but no work was to be done. However, an offering was to be 
made unto the Lord. 


While a trumpet was blown on the first day of every month in the 
Jewish calendar, the blowing of trumpets in the seventh month was 
significantly different, in that it announced the beginning of personal 
preparation for the Day of Atonement, to be held on the tenth of 
Tishri. The people of God were to repent, pray, and fast in preparation 
for the Feast of Tabernacles. If Passover and Purim were feasts of 
communal celebration, the Feast of Trumpets was a call for sublimity. 
A divine principle is made manifest. Grace always precedes judgment. 


Throughout history, the grace of God has always preceded the 
judgment of God. “Adam, Eve, do not eat of the Tree of Life lest you 
die.” “Generation Noah, within a hundred and twenty years everyone 
will be destroyed!” “Nineveh, if you do not repent, you will be 
destroyed within forty days!” Unbeliever, “To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts” (Heb. 3:15). 


Day of Atonement (Heb. Yom Kippur), took place on the 10" day 
of Tishri (September or October). “Also, on the tenth day of this 
seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy 
convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an 
offering made by fire unto the Lord” (Lev. 23:27). 


The Day of Atonement was the most important day for holiness, and 
the only day the Israelites were commanded to fast and “afflict their 
souls.” The main sacrifice was offered by the High Priest who, 
representing the nation, entered into the Holy of Holies in the 
Tabernacle and sprinkled blood on the Mercy Seat above the Ark of 
the Covenant (Testimony). 


When the High Priest finished with the atonement sacrifice, an escape 
goat was released into the wilderness to symbolize the carrying away 
of sins, never to return. 


The Feast of Tabernacles (Booths), called Sukkot, was held on the 
15- 22 in the seventh month called Tishri (September or October). 


“Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this 
seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto 
the Lord. 35 On the first day shall be a holy convocation: ye shall do 
no servile work therein. 36 Seven days ye shall offer an offering made 
by fire unto the Lord: on the eighth day shall be a holy convocation 
unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord: it 
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is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein” (Lev. 
23:34-36). Study Leviticus 23:39-43 


The “booth” (Heb. cukkah [sook-kaw’], a hut or lair), or “tabernacle” 
the people were to make refers to a temporary shelter made out of the 
branches of various trees and palm fronds. Jonah made such a shelter 
to see what would happen to Nineveh (Jonah 4:5). 


The Feast of Tabernacles was to commemorate the time the Israelites 
dwelt in security in shelters during the 40-year wildness journey. This 
was the third of the three mandatory annual feasts the men of Israel 
had to attend. 


As a type, the Feast of Tabernacles anticipated, in part, the institution 
of the Lord’s Supper, whereby believers are to be grateful for their 
redemption, remember where they came from, and all the gracious 
provisions of the Lord in sustaining them for time and eternity. 


If there is ever a time in the lives of Christians when they should 
rejoice, and remember how God has given life and eternal safety from 
the wrath to come, while sustaining the believer, it is at communion 
time. 


Anticipating the return of the Lord should also cause the heart to 
rejoice, for that too is in keeping with the type manifested in the Feast 
of Tabernacles (Booths). 


“For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took 
bread: 24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, 
eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance 
of me. 25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying, This cup is the New Testament in my blood: this do 
ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 26 For as often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he 
come (1 Com. 11:23-26). 


By the time of Jesus, two ceremonies of water and light had become 
part of the last day of Sukkot. A priest would carry water from the 
Pool of Siloam to the Temple, to symbolize that when the Messiah 
comes the whole earth will know the Lord. “For the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 
11:9). That prophesy is now fulfilled in Christ, because the whole 
earth does know the Name above every name. 
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When Jesus attended the Feast of the Tabernacles prior to His 
crucifixion, He stood before the people and cried out, “If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38 He that believeth on me, 
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water” (John 7:37b - 38). 


Then, there was the tradition of people carrying torches, and 
marching around the Temple. When the people paused, they placed 
their lights around the wall of the Temple, indicating their faith that 
the Messiah would be a light to the Gentiles. 


And Jesus said, “I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” gohn 8:12). 


Two Additional Non-Biblical 
Jewish Feasts 


The Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah) is also celebrated in Israel in 
addition to the Feasts Ordained in Leviticus 23. The Feast of 
Hanukkah was held in December or January in the month of Kislev to 
commemorate the success of the Maccabees in defeating the Seleucid 
Empire in Jerusalem, and restoring the Temple after it had been 
polluted by the Greek king, Antiochus IV, who arrogantly gave himself 
the title, “Epiphanes” meaning, “illustrious one”, or, “god manifest”. 


He reigned over Syria from 175 to 164 BC. Antiochus IV had defiled 
the Temple by sacrificing a pig on the altar to Zeus, and pouring the 
blood of the animal on scrolls of Holy Scripture. It was a great 
abomination which has never been forgotten by man or God. Study 
Matthew 24:15-16; Mark 13:14; Luke 21:20-21 


The Jews renamed Antiochus IV, “Epimanes”, which means “mad 
one.” Then, in 167 - 166 BC, Judas Maccabeus led the Jews in a 
successful revolt against the military forces of Antiochus and the 
Seleucids. The Temple was cleansed and restored in 165 BC. There 
was a Feast of Lights to celebrate this event. 


Today, in Jewish homes, there is the lighting of a 9-candle menorah. 
Gifts are given, often one present per night after a candle is lit. Itisa 
time of great celebration. Children play dreidel games with a spinning 
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top that tells of God’s wonderful deliverance of the Jews from the 
Greeks. Each side of the dreidel has a Hebrew letter. Together, the 
letters form an acronym for “a great miracle happened here.” 


The Feast of Dedication was celebrated by Jesus and His disciples. 
“And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 
23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch” (VJjohn 10:22- 
23); 


The Feast of Lots (Purim) is observed on the 14" or 15" of Adar 
(February or March) to remember the events in the Book of Esther. In 
a wonderful way God protected the Jews from genocide when 
Mordecai, a relative of Queen Esther, exposed a plot instigated by 
Haman. 


Haman was executed by the Persian king, Ahasuerus (486 - 465 BC, 
reigned). Since the death of Haman, Jews have been rejoicing and 
feasting on the 14 and 15 of Adar ever since. Study Esther 9:18-32 


By keeping all the Sabbaths, offering the Sacrifices, and remembering 
the Feasts, Israel would remember why the nation was created, why 
they existed as a unique people, and where they were going in the 
future. 


An Exhortation to be Faithful to the Covenant Leviticus 24 - 27 


In the final section of the Book of Leviticus, final commandments are 
given to the Israelites, and then Moses exhorts the people to divine 
faithfulness. Obedience to the known will of the Lord will bring peace 
and prosperity in abundance to the people. Unfaithfulness will bring 
disaster, discipline, diaspora, and death. 


The concept is still applicable today. If Christians today, as a spiritual 
nation in the sight of God, will honor the Lord and worship Him in 
spirit and truth, they will be blessed. “For the time is come that 
judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begins at us, 
what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” (1 
Peter 4:17). 


Lessons to Learn 
Leviticus 
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The theme of the book of Leviticus is holiness. Consider some specific 
ways to be holy. 


Respect the Lord God 


Honor God by keeping His commandments, seeking His will, having a 
reverential fear, and desiring to please Him at all times. 


Reflect the love of God 


God is love (1 John 4:8). Love is the foundation on which everything 
else is built. The apostle Paul said, “Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, 
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have 
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth 
me nothing” (1 Cor. 13:1-3). If there is any question as to what love 
(charity) will, and will not do, the life of Christ, and the Scriptures 
provide guidance. Study the life of Christ in the four gospels, and 1 
Corinthians 13 


Honor Parents 


“Honour thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy God hath 
commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go 
well with thee, in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee (Deut. 
5:16)” “Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first 
commandment with promise;)” (Deut. 5:16; Eph. 6:2). No disrespect 
should ever be spoken, or displayed against one’s parents, even if a 
parent is unworthy of honor and esteem. 


Be a Servant to Others 


The Bibles says that Jesus “made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men” 
(Phil. 2:7). As a Servant, Jesus stooped to wash the feet of others John 
13:4-8). In His humility, Jesus was holy, and righteous. 
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Make no Provision to do Wrong 


“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” 
(Rom. 12:1-2). Study 1 Corinthians 7:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:22 


Be a Witness to Others 


Before a watching world, the Christian is to be holy, so that others are 
attracted to Jesus, and will honor God. Christians are epistles, being 
read by others daily. “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known 
and read of all men: 3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be 
the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with 
the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables 
of the heart” (2 Cor. 3:2-3). 


Walk in the Spirit 


When a Christian walks in the Spirit they will be effective in prayer, 
led in paths of righteousness, and will produce the fruit of the Spirit. 


Be Effective in Prayer 


“But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost” Jude 20). “And he that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God” (Rom. 8:27). 


Be Guided by the Spirit into Paths of Righteousness 


“This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of 
the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that 
ye cannot do the things that ye would. 18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, 
ye are not under the law” (Gal. 5:16-18). 
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Bear the fruit of the Spirit 


“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such 
there is no law” (Gal. 5:22-23). 


Remember that Grace is Not Cheap 


The Jewish Sin Offering indicates that while grace is free, it is not 
cheap. Presumptuous 
sinning cheapens the grace and mercy of God and so must be avoided. 


Be Careful of False Comfort 


Do not move too quickly to comfort someone who feels guilty of 
transgressing the Law of God. Guilt is often the gracious work of the 
Holy Spirit. The Law must do its work. Paul, as Saul of Tarsus, did not 
know covetousness until the Word of God came to him with spiritual 
understanding. “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. 
Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, 
except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Rom. 7:7). 


Make Restitution 


While the Sacrifice of Confession must be made to God, restitution 
should be made to the 
offended party. 


Do Not Press Symbolism 


The student of the Bible must be careful not to press any symbolism 
too far. It is often taught that leaven is symbolic of sin. Sometimes 
that is true. But leaven is also used by Jesus in a positive way as an 
illustration of the Church, or the Kingdom of Heaven. “Another 
parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till 
the whole was leavened” (Matt. 13:33). 


All of the Seven Feasts of Israel spoke about Jesus Christ, and all of 
the Feasts are fulfilled in Him, not just in the future, but in the 
present as well. 
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It would be irresponsible to teach that all the symbolism in the Feast 
of Atonement is to be relegated to the future second advent of Jesus, 
when the whole purpose of Christ coming into the world was to make 
atonement for the sins of His people. Let God be true and every man a 
liar. 


“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniguities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 

“And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without 
shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). 


“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2). 


Jesus in all the Feasts 
“And beginning at Moses, and all the prophets, 
Jesus expounded unto the disciples on the Road to Emmaus, 
in all the Scriptures. 
the things concerning himself.” 
~Luke 24:27 


The Spring Feasts 


Feast of Passover Exodus 12 Jesus is the sacrificial 
lamb 

Feast of Unleavened Bread Leviticus 23:6-8 Jesus is without sin 
Feast of First Fruits Leviticus 23:9-14 Jesus is first one 
resurrected 

Feast of Pentecost Leviticus 23:15-22 Jesus is filled 


with the Spirit 


The Autumn (Fall Feasts) 


Feast of Trumpets Leviticus 23:23-25 Jesus was borm 
and shall come again 

Day of Atonement Leviticus 23:26-32 Jesus covers sin 
with His blood 

Feast of Tabernacles Leviticus 23:26-32 Jesus dwells with 


His people 
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Life’s Three Greatest Questions 


Three great questions of life are: “Who am I?”, “Why am I here?” and, 
“Where am I going?” Those who enter into Covenant with God, 
through Jesus Christ, find the answer to these great questions. The 
Christian knows they are made in the image of God. They are created 
to have fellowship with the Lord, and enjoy Him forever. Their future 
is to dwell in the presence of God in a new heaven and a new earth. 


God’s Work Must be Done God’s Way 


The story of the death of Nadab and Abihu teaches the necessity of 
doing God’s work God’s way. Any attempt to perform any act of 
human good, which is unauthorized by the Lord, invites His full 
vengeance. Let this be a warning to religious people. All those who 
want to be saved by their own good works instead of the redemptive 
work of Jesus at Calvary, shall be consumed at the Great White 
Throne Judgment. Their works shall follow them in death, and hound 
them in hell. 


“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books 
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were 
in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death” (Rev. 20:12-14). 


Let the New Testament Interpret the Old Testament 


Why certain animals were prohibited from being eaten in the Old 
Testament economy, but not in the New Testament era, is uncertain. 
What is certain is the New Testament is to be the final word on any 
matter of faith and practice. Study Acts 10:9-16 
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THE BOOK OF MOSES CALLED 
NUMBERS 
Moses, c. 1407 BC 


The Book of Numbers is a transitional book. Having been delivered 
from bondage in Egypt, having been led to Mount Sinai, where they 
encamped for a year, and where God expanded His Covenant with His 
people, having been given detailed instruction for the Tabernacle, 
having constructed the Tabernacle and enjoyed the physical presence 
of God, the people were poised to enter Canaan. But first, God had 
something He wanted the Israelites to do as they traveled from Sinai 
to Paran, and on to the Plains of Moab, right across from the Promised 
Land. 


Numbering the Israelites: Numbers 1 - 4 


In the opening verse of Numbers 1, the Lord spoke to Moses “in the 
tent of meeting.” The date of this divine encounter was the first day of 
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the second month, lyar (Heb. /eeyahr; [April and May]), in the second 
year the children of Israel came out of the Land of Egypt. 


Initially, Moses had not been able to go inside the Tabernacle. 
However, time passed, and the circumstances changed. Study Exodus 
40:35; 33:11 


Because the Lord was willing to talk to Moses “face to face” on 
special occasions, Moses went into the Tabernacle and discovered the 
Lord wanted a census to be taken. “Take ye the sum of all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the 
house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male by 
their polls; 3 From twenty years old and upward, all that are able to 
go forth to war in Israel: thou and Aaron shall number them by their 
armies” (Num. 1:2-3). 


Specific men were selected to assist Moses in taking the census. “And 
with you there shall be a man of every tribe; every one head of the 
house of his fathers. 5 And these are the names of the men that shall 
stand with you” (Num. 1:4-5a). 


The Results of the Census 


From the census of the Israelites, an army would be formed to protect 
the people and, in time, conquer Canaan. 


In addition to providing a roll call of the militia, the census allowed 
the tribes to be arranged in various camps. The Tabernacle was to be 
in the center, for the Lord, in His glory and holiness, is the focus point 
of life. Around the Tabernacle would dwell the Priests and the Levites. 
Around them the 12 tribes would be orderly arranged with Judah 
occupying the head. 


Revisiting the Purity Law: Numbers 5 - 10a 


Because the Lord was going to dwell in the midst of His people in a 
special way, every effort was to be made to make the people, and the 
place, pure and clean. Special attention was to be paid to acts of ritual 
purity, followed by appropriate confession of sin, if necessary, and 
offering of an acceptable sacrifice. 


God is on the Move: Numbers 10b 
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In order to get Israel to the geographical place He would have them to 
be, the presence of the Lord lifted up from the Tabernacle and began 
to move. It was on the 20" day of the 2" month, the month of Iyyar, in 
the 2™ year that Israel left Egypt, “that the cloud was taken up from 
off the tabernacle of the testimony. 12 And the children of Israel took 
their journeys out of the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud rested in 
the wilderness of Paran” (Num. 10:11b-12). Each step of their journey 
was ordained by God, including those steps that led them to dark and 
difficult places in life. “And the cloud of the Lord was upon them by 
day, when they went out of the camp” (10:34). It is always important 
to be in the geographical will of God. 


An Intercessory Prayer of Moses 


Somewhere along the journey to Paran, Moses paused to pray. He 
knew the Israelites were entering into tribal lands that were hostile to 
travelers. Danger was just ahead. One night, when the Ark of the 
Covenant was set down, and all the people were encamped for the 
night, Moses rose up to pray. “Lord, let your enemies be scattered; 
and let them that hate you flee before you. Return, O Lord, unto the 
many thousands of Israel” (10:35-36). Moses understood that the 
enemies of Israel were ultimately the enemies of God. Moses knew 
there are multitudes that hate God, and so they hate His people. 
Today, the “Voice of the Martyrs” staff seeks to minister to those 
Christians who are openly hated in various nations of the world. Jesus 
said, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world” John 16:33). 


The Man Who Would Not Go with God 


One person who refused to make the journey God was ordaining was 
the father-in-law of Moses, whose name was Hobab (Heb. chobab 
[kho-bawb’]; cherished). Despite the pleas of Moses, despite the 
promise of Covenant blessings, Hobab said, “And he said unto him, I 
will not go; but I will depart to mine own land, and to my kindred” 
(Num. 10:30). It is to a person’s personal shame and eternal judgment 
that they refuse to go on with God and with His people. Such 
individuals, of their own free will, remove themselves from the sphere 
of the Covenant of grace. 


The Sin of Complaining: Numbers 11 


The spirit of Hobab manifested itself in the Israelites, even though 
they continued their wilderness journey. The people began to whine 
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and complain. Many wanted to turn around and go back to Egypt. 
“And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord” (11:1). The 
Lord does not appreciate the attitude of individuals who are 
ungrateful for what they have in a given moment, and who want more. 
The situation became tense between God and His people. 


To address the situation, Moses went to the Lord to intreat Him to do 
something about the situation. God had to do something, because, as 
Moses confessed, “I am not able to bear all this people alone, because 
it is too heavy for me” (11:13). 


The intercession of Moses on behalf of the nation proved successful. 
The Lord would provide manna from heaven (11:7), and He would 
provide fresh meat as well (11:31-32) 


Judgement on Miriam and Aaron: Numbers 12 


The many burdens Moses had to carry was not confined to the people, 
and political rulers. Moses also had to endure criticism from his sister 
and brother, Miriam and Aaron, who spoke against Moses because of 
his marriage to an Ethiopian woman. Moses had taken Zipporah to be 
his wife when he lived in Midian for forty years (Ex. 2:21; Acts 7:23, 
30). During the wilderness journey, an Ethiopian woman was taken by 
Moses as his wife. The criticism of Moses, by Miriam and Aaron was 
known to the Lord. “And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
them; and he departed” (Num. 12:9). 


Initially, the anger of the Lord against Miriam and Aaron seems to be 
misplaced. Were they not protesting an inappropriate relationship of 
Moses? The honest answer is, “Not really.” The real basis for the 
criticism of Moses, was his powerful position as the leader of Israel. 
Notice the language of the text. “And they said, Hath the Lord indeed 
spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the Lord 
heard it” (12:2). 


To denigrate the leadership of Moses was to speak against the Lord 
Himself, for Moses was but a reflection of divine sovereignty. 


Only the intervening prayer on behalf of Miriam and Aaron, kept them 
from being swept into the dustbin of history, by dying a sin unto death 
(12:9-15). 


Twelve Spies in Canaan Numbers: 13 - 15 


After arriving in the wilderness of Paran, the Lord instructed Moses to 
send out 12 spies to survey the land and bring back a report. Ten of 
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the spies brought back a report filled with fear and apprehension 
about the future. Though the land was filled with an abundance of 
food, the people were believed to be powerful and strong. There were 
giants in the land. There was no way Israel could enter into Canaan 
without being destroyed. Such was the Majority Report. 

Two of the twelve spies offered a Minority Report. Caleb and Joshua 
did not think the people of Canaan were indestructible. They wanted 
to attack without delay. “And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, 
and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to 
overcome it” (Num. 13:30). 


Predictably, the vast congregation of Israel believed the Majority 
Report, with its distorted view of reality. When Caleb and Joshua tried 
to reason with the people in gospel terms, the congregation cried out 
for them to be stoned (13:7-10). 


This provoked the Lord to anger, to the point He was willing to 
destroy the people with a pestilence, disinherit them, and make a 
greater nation in Moses (13:12). “And the Lord said unto Moses, How 
long will this people provoke me? and how long will it be ere they 
believe me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them?” 
(14:11). 


As tempting as that offer may have sounded to Moses, his great heart 
beat for the people, and so, Moses interceded with the Lord, once 
more, on their behalf (14:13-19). The wrath of God was appeased by 
the reasoning of Moses. “And the Lord said, I have pardoned 
according to thy word” (Num. 14:20). 


Moreover, in spite of the faithlessness of the Israelites, the Lord 
swore by Himself saying, “As I live, all the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of the Lord”, but not in the Exodus Generation. They were 
never going to see the Promised Land flowing with milk and honey. 
Everyone twenty years of age and older would die in the desert within 
a forty-year time period. An expectation would be made for Caleb and 
Joshua who believed God. But the rest of the people would die a sin 
unto death (14:29-35). 


The Rebellion of the Levites: Numbers 16 - 19 


Having dealt with the complaints of the people over food and water, 
having suffered the indignities of his sister and elder brother, Miriam 
and Aaron, having interceded time and again for individuals and the 
nation, Moses was compelled to deal with yet another crisis. The 
Levites united with certain of the leaders of Israel to challenge the 
authority of Moses. Of course, the evil in their hearts was covered 
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with pious language. Their position was simple. “Since everyone in 
the congregation was holy, Moses should not be the main person to 
make the major decisions (16:1-3). 


Moses was not deceived by the spiritual language. When Moses heard 
the words of the rebellious Levites, he fell upon his face before the 
people in humility, and then rose to his feet to tell them that the Lord 
would reveal who is truly holy, and who is evil (16:4-5). God would 
reveal whom He wanted to lead His people. God would also reveal the 
Great Pretenders who were taking too much upon themselves (16:7). 


In the end, the Lord dealt severely with the leaders among the 
rebellious Levites and children of Israel, and reaffirmed the 
leadership of Moses and Aaron (16:28-35; 17:8-13). 


Into the Desert of Zin: Numbers 20 


During the first month of the Jewish year called Nisan (March and 
April), the whole congregation of Israel came in the Desert of Zin to a 
place called Kadesh. Several memorable events took place at Kadesh. 


First, it was at Kadesh that Miriam died and was buried. Moses was 
probably filled with a mixture of emotions and memories about his 
sister. She had looked at him in love when he was a baby in a basket, 
hidden among the reeds of the Nile River. She had caused him great 
trouble in their maturity, when she slandered him before the nation. 
Now, Miriam was gone. Moses would live on without her for thirty- 
eight more years. 


Second, it was at Kadesh that Moses struck the rock twice, that he 
was to speak to in order to get water from the Lord (20:9-11). 

Because the rock was a symbol of Christ, who was only struck once by 
the Father, because Moses put himself in the narrative as a provider 
of water (20:10), the Lord moved to discipline His servant. Neither 
Moses, nor Aaron would be allowed to bring Israel into the Land of 
Promise God had given to them (20:11-12). From the moment he 
struck the rock twice, Moses, and Aaron, were dead men walking. 


Third, from Kadesh, Moses sent messengers to the king of Edom. 
Moses was asking to be allowed to pass through the territory without 
harming the land. The people of Edom responded to Moses and his 
messengers saying, “You shall not pass by me, lest I come out against 
you with the sword” (20:1-18). 
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Neither the people of Israel, or the Lord every forgot, or forgave the 
Edomites for this awful treatment of the Exodus Generation. The 
ancient people that occupied the land south of Judah and the Dead 
Sea would be severe punished. 


The open hostility of the Edomites to Israel is not surprising, given 
their historical relationship with Esau, the brother of Jacob. Their 
story is told in part in Genesis 25:20-34. 


Despite the historic animosity between the descendants of Esau, and 
the descendants of Jacob, the Edomites should have treated the 
Israelites with more respect. Several centuries would pass, an then 
extensive judgment came to Edom from the 7“ to the 4" century BC. 
That part of the narrative is recorded in the Book of Obadiah. Study 
also Isaiah 34:5-17; Jeremiah 49:7-19; Joel 3:19; Malachi 1 


A scriptural truth must be remembered that justice delayed is not 
justice denied. God will avenge His people in His own way, and in His 
own time. The Edomites were reminded they should not have refused 
to help the Israelites when they were weak and needed assistance 
(Obadiah 1:12-14). 


A fourth important development recorded in Numbers 20 is the death 
of Aaron, and the exaltation of Eleazar to be the second High Priest of 
Israel (20:28). The Exodus Generation was dying out, as the Lord had 
determined it would. Aaron was 123 years old when he died (Num. 
33:39). 


The Look of Saving Faith: Numbers 21 


When the nation of Israel continued their wilderness journey from 
Kadesh, they encountered Arad, the Canaanite, who came out to fight 
against Israel. Though initially successful, and able to take some 
prisoners, the people cried out to the Lord for military victory. Their 
prayers were heard, and the Canaanites were utterly destroyed (21:1- 
3). 


The march of the Israelites continued from Mount Hor, by the way of 
the Red Sea, to the land of Edom. Once more the hearts of the people 
became fearful, causing the people to speak against God, and against 
Moses saying, “Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; 
and our soul despises this light bread” (Num. 21:5). 
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In His wrath at the ingratitude of the people, “the Lord sent fiery 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people 
of Israel died” (21:5-6). 


With the stench of death in the camp, amidst the cries of pain and 
grief, the people of Israel repented of their sin of ingratitude. They 
readily confessed the evil they had done in speaking against the Lord, 
and against Moses. 


As a type of Christ, in matchless grace, “Moses prayed for the people” 
(21:7). The Lord heard the prayer of Moses, and instructed him what 
was to be done. Moses was to have the artisans in the camp make a 
serpent of brass, and put it on a pole. Any person who looked upon the 
uplifted serpent would be healed. 


The typology is not hard to recognize. Jesus took upon Himself the 
sins of His people, represented by the serpent on the brass pole. 
Anyone who looks to him with an eye of faith, shall be healed. 


I’ve a message from the Lord, Hallelujah! 
The message unto you I’ll give. 

"Tis recorded in His Word, Hallelujah! 

It is only that you “look and live. 


~William A. Ogden 


A Greedy Prophet Named Balaam: Numbers 22 - 26 


As the children of Israel drew closer to Canaan, the tribal kings of the 
area became alarmed. When Israel camped in the Plains of Moab near 
Jericho, Balak knew what Israel had done to the Amorites, and wanted 
to avoid armed conflict. Believing that Balaam, the son of Beor of 
Pethor had special power, money was offered to the greedy prophet to 
curse Israel. Centuries later, the betrayal of Balaam was remembered 
by the Jewish people. The apostle Peter warned Christians not to be 
like Balaam “who loved the wages of unrighteousness” (2 Peter 2:15). 
J 

Jude pronounced a curse on those who run after “the error of Balaam” 
(Jude 11). The Church in Pergamos was rebuked by the resurrected 
Lord for holding to “the doctrine of Balaam” (Rev. 2:14). 
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Consider 


The Way of Balaam is the great sin of simony, or commercializing 
the gifts of God. “Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone 
astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the 
wages of unrighteousness” (2 Peter 2:15). 


The Doctrine of Balaam is to abandon godly separation, in favor of 
worldly conformity. Balaam taught Balak to corrupt people he could 
not curse, by encouraging them to marry Moabite women, and so 
commit spiritual fornication. 


The Tragedy of Balaam is reflected in that he was a man who could 
have been used in a positive way in the service of the Lord. His soul 
was sensitive to spiritual matters, and he had contact with God in a 
most unusual way, until the day greed was found in his heart. 


Justice and An Inheritance for the Daughters of Israel: 
Numbers 27 


One of the difficult cases Moses had to judge concerning the 
inheritance of a man named Zelophehad who died without having a 
male heir. His surviving daughters believed they should have the 
inheritance of their father passed on to them, and not a distant 
relative. The Lord agreed and justice was done for the daughters of 
Zelophehad. Then Moses went on to detail other inheritance laws to 
guide the nation of Israel. 


The Final Section: Numbers 28 - 36 


In the closing chapters of the Book of Numbers, Moses reviews many 
of the laws previously set forth. Special attention is paid to the 
children of the Exodus Generation, for they were the ones to inherit 
the Promised Land. A new census was taken, and new military battles 
were won. Some of the tribes began to settle down to enjoy their 
inheritance (Num. 34 - 36). The book ends with the Second 
Generation poised to enter into the Land. 


In the centuries to come, the prophets, poets, and apostles would 
retell the stories in Numbers, with special attention paid to the 
unbelief of the people, and God’s loving longsuffering. Study Isaiah 
63; Psalm 78; 95; 106; Ezekiel 20; Jeremiah 7; 1 Corinthians 10; 
Hebrews 4 - 5 

Lessons to Learn 
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Numbers 


God Has an Elect People 


God knows the number of His people. Each and every person is 
created by Him and for Him. What God does with His people is His 
own divine prerogative. Some are made soldiers, poets. Others are 
appointed magistrates and rulers. Still others are prophets, priests, 
and artisans. All are appointed their role of service by the Lord. 


The same principle is stated in the Church of the New Testament. It is 
God the Holy Spirit who sovereignly assigns every person their 
spiritual gift. “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal” (1 Cor. 12:7). Some of the gifts of the Spirit are 
mentioned in Romans 12:6-8, and Ephesians 4:11. Others are 
enumerated in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 28. 


Seven Gifts of the Spirit 


The patristic authors noted seven gifts of the Holy Spirit to be 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and awe 
(fear) of the Lord. 


God Has Much to Say 


Seventy times, and in fourteen ways, God spoke in the Book of 
Numbers, which indicates that God has a lot to say to His people. As 
you read through the Book of Numbers, notice to whom God spoke. 
Look for individuals such as Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Eleazar, and 
Balaam. The Deists are wrong to teach God is remote, and uses 
Natural Laws to govern His creation. No, the Lord is intimately 
involved in the lives of individuals, and has much to say. 


The Need for a Strong Military 
There is a place for the military in society in a fallen world. God would 


have people in a nation be safe, and secure from foreign invasion, and 
enjoy internal peace in order to work, marry, reproduce, and worship. 


The Heart of Every Unbeliever 
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The story of Hobab, who refused to go with God and His people, is an 
illustration of the natural state of every unbeliever. Despite seeing 
value in spiritual matters, the heart is hardened to every gospel 
appeal to continue on a journey in grace. Like Hobab, each unbeliever 
has a compelling reason for not pursuing after God. And so, like 
Hobab, the unregenerate depart to their own land, and to their own 
kindred. Study Numbers 10:29 - 32 

Be Honest with Nostalgia 


It is not uncommon for an older part of a generation to remember the 
past in a distorted way as better than being in the present. Many 
Israelites in the wilderness began to remember being in bondage in 
Egypt as a good thing for there was fine food to eat. “We remember 
the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the 
melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick” (Num. 11:5). 
This was simply not true. There was no fine dining in Egypt. There 
was only hunger and hard work. That was the truth. Therefore, while 
the past should not be forgotten, neither should it be glorified 
unrealistically. 


Polygamy is Problematic 


The practice of polygamy in ancient Israel has always been 
problematic for Christians. When a person believes in monogamy, it is 
difficult to reconcile multiplying wives. The Law forbids a man to 
multiply wives. “Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his 
heart turn not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver 
and gold” (Deut. 17:17). 


The Lord God established monogamy in the Garden of Eden. 
“Therefore, shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 
19:4-5; 1 Cor. 7:2; Eph. 5:31). 


The first standard in the New Testament for an elder is to be the 
husband of one woman. “This is a true saying, if a man desires the 
office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 2 A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach” (1 Tim. 3:1-2). 


In spite of the creation mandate, and the Law of Moses, polygamy was 
practiced, and Moses himself violated what he had written down, and 
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demanded of others. Other examples of polygamy in the Bible are 
noted. 


Lamech was the first to have more than one wife. He was a wicked 
man, and a murderer (Gen. 4:19, 23). 


Abraham had more than one wife in Sarah and Keturah. Sarah was 
the half-sister to Abraham, and the wife of his youth. Keturah was 
Abraham’s cousin line, and the bride of his old age (Gen. 16:1-4; 23:2; 
25:1). 


Jacob married Leah and Rachael (Gen. 29:1-3). 


Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines who turned his heart 
from the Lord (1 Kings 11:1-3). 


Gideon had many wives (Judges :29-31). 
David had many wives (1 Sam. 18:27; 2 Sam. 3:2-5; 1 Chron. 14:3)/ 
Elkanah had two wives (1 Samuel 1:1-7). 


Rehoboam had 18 wives and 60 concubines; all forsook the Law of 
God (2 Chron. 11:21-12:1). 


Be Careful of Criticism 

A special effort must be made not to be unduly critical of established 
authority. Christians are commanded to pray “For kings, and for all 
that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty” (1 Tim. 2:2). 


The Eye of Faith vs. The Eye of Fear 

The eye of faith looks at a situation and sees only victory in the Lord. 
The eye of fear 

looks at a situation and sees there are “giants” in the land. The 
situation is hopeless. Those are the options of life. Faith, or fear. The 
Church is exhorted to choose faith over fear. “For God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 
Tim. 1:7). 


Sometimes You Get What You Want 


The Exodus Generation was given what they wanted; they would not 
be allowed to enter into the Land of Promise. While the judgment of 


795 


God is holy and righteous, the Lord did respect the will of the people, 
as foolish and as wicked as it was. 


Free Will Enslaves 


For those who argue against the biblical doctrine of predestination, on 
the basis that it makes a person to be a robot, notice that when people 
are given their free will, they consistently choose to go to hell rather 
than heaven. They consistently choose to sin, rather than obey. They 
will themselves to be destroyed. 


There is no one who seeks after God until the Lord of Glory comes to a 
soul in grace and mercy and drags that individual back to safety. Jesus 
said, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:44). Study 
John 1:13 


Now notice that God chose to save the Second Generation, and bring 
them into the Land of Promise, or they too would have perished in the 
desert like their fathers. 


And there it is. The Free Will Generation, the Exodus Generation died 
in sin. The Chosen Generation, the Second Generation, were chosen 
by God to enter into the Land. 


The Church should not dwell on man’s Free Will, which Charles 
Spurgeon said is a “slave”, but on a Subordinated Will, given by God 
in grace, so there is a capacity to love Him, obey Him, and live 
forever. 


Condoning in Self what is Condemned in Others 


It is an irony of evil that a person will often condemn someone else for 
doing exactly what they are doing. The Levites accused Moses of 
taking on too much authority. Moses pointed out that it was the 
Levites who were taking to much upon themselves (16:3, 7). People 
often condemn in others what they condone in themselves. 


A Symbol of Health 


The medical symbol of a staff or rod with a snake curled around it is 
the Rod of Aesculapius, the ancient mythical god of medicine. The 
Greeks regarded snakes as sacred, and used them in healing rituals to 
honor Asclepius, the son of Apollo, an Olympian deity in classical 
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Greek and Roman mythology. Apollo was the Greek god of sun and 
light. The snake venom was thought to be remedial, and their skin- 
shedding was viewed as a symbol of rebirth and renewal (Remy 
Melina, “Why is the Medical Symbol a Snake on a Stick?” 


Consider 


It is possible Greek mythology borrowed from, and embellished, the 
account by Moses of a serpent on a pole being the source of healing. 
The Hebrew narrative is much older than Greek mythology. 


THE BOOK OF MOSES CALLED 
DEUTERONOMY 
Moses, c. 1406 BC 


After leaving Egypt, the Israelites traveled to Mount Sinai, where the 
Lord made a Covenant with the people. After staying a year, the 
people were led by the Lord on a long wilderness journey, because the 
Exodus Generation came under the judgment of God for complaining 
one time too many. The justice of God was administered, and a new 
generation appeared. At the age of 120, Moses gathered the people, 
stood before them, and delivered a series of sermons instructing the 
nation on how to behave as the people of God. His words form 
Deuteronomy, which is called, the Second Law, whereby the Torah is 
explained. The people are exhorted to be faithful to the Covenant of 
their God. 


Remember the Past: Deuteronomy 1 - 3 


In the opening chapters, Moses reviewed the wonderful promises of 
God to the Hebrew people, His multiple blessings, the Covenant the 
fathers agreed to keep at Sinai, and then the rebellious spirit of the 
children of Israel. Though God did administer divine discipline to the 
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Exodus Generation, the Lord did not abandon the Covenant they all 
agreed to. 


Renounce the Past Transgressions and Keep the Covenant: 
Deuteronomy 4 - 11 


Whatever wrongs the Exodus Generation did, the children did not 
have to be like their parents. Moses exhorts the Second Generation to 
keep the Law for the following reasons. 


Those who obey the Lord will receive mercy. “And shewing mercy 
unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments” 
(Deut. 5:10). 


Those who obey the Lord will live longer. “Honour thy father and 
thy mother, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days 
may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee.” (Deut. 5:16; 6:2). 


Those who obey the Lord will find all shall go well with them. 
“Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well 
with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the Lord God of thy 
fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and 
honey” (Deut. 6:3; 18). 


Those who obey the Lord will see their children blessed. “O that 
there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep 
all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and 
with their children forever!” (Deut. 5:29; 6;2). 


Those who obey the Lord will live. “And the Lord commanded us to 
do all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God, for our good always, 
that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day” (Deut. 6:24). 


Those who obey the Lord will prosper. “And thou shalt do that 
which is right and good in the sight of the Lord: that it may be well 
with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land 
which the Lord sware unto thy fathers” (Deut. 6:18). 


Those who obey the Lord will defeat their enemies. “To cast out 
all thine enemies from before thee, as the Lord hath spoken” (Deut. 
6:19). 


Those who obey the Lord will be counted among the righteous. 
“And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these 
commandments before the Lord our God, as he hath commanded us” 
(Deut. 6:25). 
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Those who obey the Lord will never forget the Shema (Heb. 
listen, to hear). 


“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: 5 And thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy might. 6 And these words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart: 7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up” (Deut. 6:4-7). 


The purpose of the Shema was to remind Israel to hear the Law with a 
view to obeying its precepts. The Shema also reminded Israel they 
were to be a kingdom of priests unto God, and a testimony to the 
nations of the world. They must be devoted to the Lord alone, for He 
is the one God Israel is to love, worship, and obey. 


In the land of Canaan, people worshipped many idols and various 
gods. Israel would be tempted to assimilate and embrace the false 
gods and goddesses of fertility, war, weather, and sex. To worship any 
of the false gods of Canaan would be a betrayal of the Covenant, and 
lead to various forms of divine discipline, including a diaspora, or 
scattering among the nations on earth. To remind the people to keep 
Covenant, in Deuteronomy 10, Moses was commanded to take two 
tablets of stone like the first tablets at Mt. Sinai, and present them to 
the Lord who would personally write the words that were on the first 
tablets (10:2). 


A Large Collection of Laws: Deuteronomy 12 - 26 


In chapters 12 - 26 a large collection of laws is given. While some of 
the laws are new, many are a reiteration of the laws given at Sinai. 
Primarily, Israel was to have one God and one central Temple where 
the Lord was to be honored. The poor were not to be neglected for the 
Lord is merciful. To finance worship and social works a tithe was to be 
taken. Every year a ten percent tithe was to be given to the Temple to 
support the Levites who were not given any land, but did serve as 
priests. Then, every third year another ten percent was to be collected 
for the poor. To give to the poor was also considered an act of 
worship. 
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In chapters 16 - 18, attention is paid to the elders, priests, and kings 
of Israel, all who were placed under the authority of the Law. Ideally, 
Israel would be a theocracy ruled by God Himself through various 
subordinate individuals entrusted with legal, spiritual, and regal 
authority. Prophets would be sent to the nation as the Lord’s 
spokesmen to hold the leaders accountable. While other nations 
looked upon their kings as divine figures, Israel did not. Their king 
was God Himself, and their leaders were subject to the Law of the 
Covenant. 


In chapters 19 - 26 there are a series of laws covering civil laws, 
marriage, family, business, the protection of widows and orphans, and 
the treatment of immigrants. More laws about worship followed. 


When reading the Torah, the following boundaries must be kept in 
view. 


First, the Law was given to ancient Israel, and all who united 
themselves to the holy nation by embracing the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, by marriage, by birth, by conquest, and by 
indentured servitude. 


Second, the culture of Israel was much different than modern cultural 
norms and laws. While the Law of Moses might influence modern 
laws, a retroactive judgment against the ancient Israelites would not 
be proper, unless the Moral Law of God, summarized in the Ten 
Commandments is violated. 


Prohibitions against having another God other than the Lord, idolatry, 
profanity, failure to worship, disrespect to parents, murder, adultery, 
stealing, lying, covetousness forms the fabric of every civilized 
society. However, beyond the basics there are many practices which 
are different, but not immoral. 


If a comparison must be made, let the comparison be between Israel 
and her contemporaries. Evaluate the laws of Israel with the beliefs 
and practices found in Assyria, Babylon, Greece, and Rome. In every 
category, the Law of God is superior. When this is done, the laws of 
Israel which seem harsh and unjust become clear and fair. The Code 
of Ur-Nammu (c. 2100 - 2050 BC), the Middle Assyrian Laws (c. 1075 
BC), and the Code of Hammurabi (c. 1795 - 1750 BC) pale in 
comparison to the Law of Moses (c. 1440 - 1400 BC). 


Consider 


The Date of the Exodus 
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The Book of Kings cited the Exodus as the chronological reference 
point for the beginning of Solomon’s construction of the Temple in 
Jerusalem. 


“.,.In the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel 
were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s 
reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which [is] the second month [lyyar, 
April and May], that he began to build the house of the LORD.” (1 
Kings 6:1 KJV) 


Solomon’s reign began in 971/ 970 BC making 967/966 his fourth 
year. Add 480 years and the year of the Exodus is 1447/1446 BC. 


Third, when reading the Torah, consider the underlying principle of 
moral justice and righteousness that produced the commandments. 
Consider also the necessity for personal purity cleanliness, and social 
safety in the society. 


To do this is to follow the example of Paul, illustrated in his epistle to 
the Corinthians. When writing about his right to receive financial 
remuneration for preaching the gospel, Paul notes, “For it is written 
in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?” (1 Cor. 9:9). The 
Law of Moses of which Paul quotes says, “Thou shalt not muzzle the 
ox when he treadeth out the corn” (Deut. 25:4). The reason for every 
law was rooted in the principle of either holiness, justice, or 
righteousness. 


There is a Choice to be Made: Deuteronomy 27 - 34 


After the opening speech in chapters 1 - 11, and reviewing the various 
Laws in chapters 12 - 26, the final section records the final words and 
death of the Great Law Giver, a type of Christ who is the Greater Law 
Giver. Notice the language of Jesus. “But I say unto you...” Ye have 
heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy. 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you” (Matt. 5:43). 


As he concludes his comments to the people, Moses calls upon heaven 
and earth to record the fact that he has done his duty. He has set 
before Israel life and death, blessing and cursing. Now, the people are 
to choose. If they want to live, they will choose to love the Lord, and 
keep Covenant with God. 
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“T call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, 
that both thou and thy seed may live: 20 That thou mayest love the 
Lord thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou 
mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: 
that thou mayest dwell in the land which the Lord sware unto thy 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them” (Deut. 
30:19-20). 


In chapters 31 - 34 Moses gives the people a song to sing, a blessing, 
and a warning. Then he went to Mount Nebo, which is in the land of 
Moab, and looked upon the Promised Land. There, he would die. 
There the angel Michael would guard his body by rebuking the devil 
who wanted to possess the corpse (Jude 9). 


The Torah comes to an end with many questions left unanswered. 
When would the promised seed of the woman come to defeat evil? 
When would God rescue the earth from the curse? When would the 
scepter of Judah come, never to depart? When would God reconcile a 
people to Himself that would not be rebellious? How does the Lord 
circumcise hardened hearts? 


The answers to these questions, and all others, lies in the whole 
counsel of God, which means that God’s people must continue to 
search the Scriptures for they all speak of Christ. 


Lessons to Learn 
Deuteronomy 
Remember the Truth 


It is good to be grateful for the past, it is better to remember history 
realistically. 


Never Leave Your First Love 

While there are many spiritual advantages in serving the Lord, the 
heart must be guarded that it always loves the Lord God first, and on 
the basis of that first love, obey Him. 

Avoid Every Form of a Spiritual Quid pro quo 


The Lord will honor those who honor Him, and bless His people. 
However, it is possible for the heart to forget to love God, and engage 
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in a spiritual quid pro quo, obedience for blessing, without any 
commitment of the heart. 


Consider 


It is not healthy for a Christian to begin to expect a divine favor, or an 
advantage being granted because of gospel obedience. Obedience is 
the moral obligation of every person. Nothing should be expected in 
return. However, the heart should be grateful for whatever God is 
pleased to give. To some God gives much. To others, God gives very 
little. To all God gives according to the principle of grace. 


Only the Redeemed Have True Free Will 


The choice set before the Exodus Generation, the Second Generation, 
and this Generation, is rooted in the fact that only the redeemed can 
freely choose to obey the Lord. In Deuteronomy 30:19, not all who 
stood before Moses were redeemed. This fact is confirmed by what 
the Lord said to Moses after the matter of choosing was set before the 
people. 


“And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy 
fathers; and this people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods 
of the strangers of the land, whither they go to be among them, and 
will forsake me, and break my Covenant which I have made with 
them. 17 Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, 
and I will forsake them, and I will hide my face from them, and they 
shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so 
that they will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, 
because our God is not among us? 18 And I will surely hide my face in 
that day for all the evils which they shall have wrought, in that they 
are turned unto other gods” (Deut. 31:16-18). 


Consider 


The choice of every non-believer, every unredeemed person will 
always be consistent with their nature, which is enslaved to sin. The 
ungodly, the unconverted will never choose the Lord over the world, 
the flesh, and the devil until the Spirit comes to them, arrests their 
will, and converts them in sovereign grace. It is the LORD God who 
will circumcise the heart causing the soul to love the LORD God and 
live (Deut. 30:6). How circumcision of the heart happens, is a great 
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mystery. That it happens is the happy testimony of the redeemed who 
love the Lord and live. 


I know not why God’s wondrous grace 
To me He hath made known, 

Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 
Redeemed me for His own. 


But, I know Whom I have believed, 
And am persuaded that He is able 
To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto Him against that day. 


I know not how this saving faith 
To me He did impart, 

Nor how believing in His Word 
Wrought peace within my heart. 


I know not how the Spirit moves, 
Convincing men of sin, 

Revealing Jesus through the Word, 
Creating faith in Him. 

I know not what of good or ill 

May be reserved for me, 

Of weary ways or golden days, 
Before His face I see. 


~Daniel W. Whittle 


THE BOOK OF 
JOSHUA 


Joshua, c. 1380 BC or Samuel, c. 1050 BC 
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The events in the Book of Joshua are set against the Covenant God 
made with a man named Abram, who lived in Ur of the Chaldees. In 
matchless grace, God was determined to do a mighty work through 
Abram. He would give him a land, and a seed. The precise timing 
when the Covenant was first made with Abram is not given in 
Scripture. By the time we read about it, the Lord is coming to his 
reluctant vessel a second time. Notice the language of Genesis 12:1, 
“the Lord had said unto Abram.” 


The Covenant Reviewed 


“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will 
shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I 
will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and 
in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:1-3). The 
Lord promised to Abram a land, and a seed. 


The Covenant Reaffirmed 


In Genesis 15, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, to 
reaffirm God’s Covenant with His chosen servant. 


“After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a 
vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding 
great reward. 2 And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give me, 
seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of 
Damascus? 3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no 
seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 4 And, behold, the 
word of the Lord came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine 
heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be 
thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now 
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: 
and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be” (Gen. 15:1-5). 


In this third affirmation, the Lord focused attention on Abram’s seed. 
Abram was losing faith that he would have a seed. “Behold, to me 
thou hast given no seed.” So, the Lord took Abram by the hand and 
told him to look up to heaven. Count the stars, Abram. If you are able 
to number them, “So shall thy seed be.” 


At that moment, Abram believed God, and the Lord “counted it to him 
for righteousness.” (Gen. 15:6). 
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Then, the Lord redirected attention to the land to which Abram had 
come. Abram, I will “give thee this land to inherit it” (Gen. 15:7). 


He added more details to His Covenant Promise, and then confirmed 
it by Himself (Gen. 15:8-17). The specific boundaries of the Promised 
Land were given by the Lord the same day He made His Covenant 
with Abram. 


The Land of Promise would extend from the River of Egypt (the Nile), 
unto the Great River, the River Euphrates” (Gen. 15:18). The Land 
would not come without a price. There were some tribal nations that 
had to be conquered in order to dispossess them of the land. So be the 
will of the Lord. 


Ten Tribal Nations 
Given Over to Divine Judgment 
Kenites 
Kenizzites 
Kadmonites 
Hittites 
Perizzites 
Rephaims 
Amorites 
Canaanites 
Girgashites 
Jebusites 


Promises Made, Promises Kept: Genesis 15:13-16 


The prophetic part of the Abrahamic Covenant came to pass. God did 
give Abram a seed, and changed his name from Abram (Heb. “high 
father”) to, Abraham (Heb. “father of a multitude”) (Gen. 17:5). The 
seed of Abraham became strangers in a strange land for four hundred 
years (Gen. 15:13). Egypt was judged (Gen. 15:14). The Exodus 
Generation spoiled the Egyptians, and left the land of bondage with 
great wealth (Gen. 15:14). Abraham died in peace, and was buried at 
the age of one hundred and seventy-five (Gen. 25:7-8). The iniquity of 
the Amorites reached its saturation point (Gen. 15:12). Now, it was 
time to enter into Canaan. Though Moses is dead. Joshua, son of Nun, 
Shall lead the nation. It is an exciting time, for the Lord promised 
Joshua a land that included territory extending, “From the wilderness 
and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates; all 
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the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down 
of the sun, shall be your coast” (Joshua 1:4). 


FIRST DIVISION 
Enter, Advance, and Conquer: Joshua 1 - 5 


With the death of Moses, the Lord spake unto Joshua to establish his 
authority with the people. Like Moses, Joshua calls the people 
together, and instructs them to keep the Torah given them at Mount 
Sinai (Exodus 20). Then, Joshua sent spies into the land, again, 
emulating what Moses had done (Num. 13 - 14). The difference was, 
many Canaanites, such as Rahab, turned to the Lord God (Joshua 2:1- 
24). 


With hope in everyone’s hearts, Joshua led the people across the 
Jordan River and into the Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk 
and honey. Once more, history repeated itself. Just as the Red Sea 
parted allowing God’s people to walk through on dry ground, so the 
Jordan River parted, “and all the Israelites passed over on dry 
ground” (Joshua 3:14-17). 


Following After God: Joshua 4 


At the head of the advance Hebrew column were the priests bearing 
the Ark of the Covenant before the people (JJoshua 3:14). God must 
lead His people. People must remember their God. To commemorate 
the crossing of the Jordan River, a man from each of the twelve tribes 
carried a stone from the middle of the Jordan into the land of Canaan 
as a visual reminder of Divine faithfulness, and His wonder working 
power (Joshua 4:1-1). 


Accepting Again the Sign of the Abrahamic Covenant Joshua 5 


Once the Jordan River was crossed, and all the people were safely in 
Canaan, the Lord commanded Joshua to circumcise the men of Israel 
a second time (Joshua 5:3). The sign of the Abrahamic Covenant was 
again administered (5:3-8). Despite the pain and suffering it produced, 
the people obeyed God. The bloody deed was done. 


No More Manna 
Once the sign of the Covenant was given to the men of Israel, the 


Passover was kept, and then something happened. The manna that 
had fallen into Israel’s camp for forty years ceased. From this point 
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forward, the Israelites would “eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan” 
(Joshua 5:12) 


Behold, there Stood a Man 


Moving the children of Israel to the city of Jericho, the people paused. 
While they were encamped, Joshua had an encounter with a Stranger 
with a drawn sword in His hand. Joshua went up to the Stranger and 
asked pointedly, “Are thou for us, or for our adversaries?” “Are you 
our friend, or foe?” 


The answer of the Stranger astonished Joshua. He claimed to be the 
Captain of the Host of the Lord. Theologians refer to this revelation as 
a theophany, a manifestation of the pre-incarnate Christ, because 
Joshua immediately “fell on his face to the earth, and did worship” the 
Stranger. Joshua was standing on holy ground (Joshua 5:14-15). 


The main point of this encounter between Joshua and the Stanger, 
was to remind Joshua that the real battle was not between the 
Israelites and the Canaanites, but between God and the Canaanites, 
representatives of spiritual darkness. The apostle Paul explains the 
moment in Ephesians 6:12. “For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” 


Because this is true, the Christians become supporters of God’s plan, 
or spectators, as the occasion demands. But the battle is the Lords. 
The Commander of the Host of the Lord will fight on behalf of His 
people. 


SECOND DIVISION 
The Military Campaigns in Canaan: Joshua 6 - 12 


After crossing the Jordan River into Canaan, extended attention is 
given to two important battles, followed by a series of lesser conflicts. 


Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho: Joshua 6:1-27 
In preparation for the main assault on Jericho, the Lord instructed the 


priests, carrying the Ark of the Covenant, to walk the army of God 
around the city walls for six days. There was a reason for this unusual 
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procedure. Perhaps the people of Jericho would repent, embrace the 
God of Israel, and be spared. The principle of grace preceding 
judgment was on display. 


Because the citizens of Jericho would not repent, or surrender, on the 
seventh day, the priests blew trumpets (shofars) causing the walls to 
tumble down. The army of Israelites climbed over the rubble, and 
slaughtered the inhabitants of Jericho. 


According to promise, the Lord delivered His people, because they 
waited on Him for instruction. “Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, 
and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord” (Psalms 
27:14). 


Sin in the Camp: Joshua 7:1-25 


The faithfulness of God at Jericho sets the stage for the faithlessness 
of Israel regarding Ai. The great spiritual and military victory of 
Jericho gave way to defeat at Ai, because there was sin in the camp. A 
soldier named Achan, of the tribe of Judah, took something that was 
not his to keep, “and the anger of the Lord was kindled against the 
children of Israel” Joshua 7:1). 


One man can make a difference. 


Adam. The sin of Adam brought death to all of humanity. “Wherefore, 
as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so, 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 


Noah. Because Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, humanity 
was spared following the Flood of Genesis 6:9-22. 


Abraham. Because Abraham believed God, he became the father of 
multitudes (Gen. 15:5). 


Christ. Truly, this man was the Son of God, and the Savior of the 
world (Matt. 27:54; 1 John 4:14). 


Achan was a man who made a difference in Israel. His sin led to the 
death of many innocent people. Once his transgression was exposed, 
Achan died the death of the wicked, and so did his family. They were 
stoned to death (Joshua 7:25). 


Victory at Ai: Joshua 8:1-29 


89 


With the source of sin dealt with in the death of Achan, and his family, 
grace was free to flow once more. There was to be victory at Ai. “For 
Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith he stretched out the spear, 
until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai. 27 Only the 
cattle and the spoil of that city Israel took for a prey unto themselves, 
according unto the word of the Lord which he commanded Joshua. 28 
And Joshua burnt Ai, and made it a heap forever, even a desolation 
unto this day. 29 And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until 
eventide” (Joshua 8:26-29). 


Making Peace, Not War: Joshua 9 


When the inhabitants of Gibeon (Heb. “hill place”) heard what Joshua 
had done to Jericho and Ai, the people sued for peace (9:1-15). 
Unfortunately, the peace the Gibeonites made with Joshua was based 
on deception. When the truth was revealed, this “great city” (10:2) 
was assigned to the tribe of Benjamin (18:25), and then made a city 
for Levites (21:17). 


A Fight to the Finish Joshua: 10 - 11 


The fate and future of the Gibeonites contrasted with the other tribal 
kings of Canaan who chose to resist the Israelites with military force. 
A series of battles were fought, with predictable results. The 
Canaanites lost blood and treasure to the Hebrew soldiers to the point 
it would be said that “the LORD gave to Israel all the land that He 
swore to give to their fathers. And they took possession of it, and 
settled there” (21:43, ESV). 


Come the Conquering Heroes: Joshua 12 


The victories of Israel are detailed in chapter 12. City after city fell to 
the advancing armies of Israel: Jericho, Ai, Jerusalem, Hebron, 
Lachish, Eglon, Gezer, Debir, Hormah, Bethel, Tappuah, Aphek, 
Lasharon, Hazor, Akshaph, and Taanah. 


Consider 


There is a school of theology that teaches God did not give Israel all 
the land that He swore to give to the forefathers of the conquerors of 
Canaan. The assertion is then made that God will one day, sometime 
in the distant future, give the land to Israel. The rebirth of the 
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modern-day nation of Israel in 1948 is often pointed to as conclusive 
evidence their position is the correct one. The only Biblical answer to 
modern prophetic dogmatism concerning national Israel is, “let GOD 
be true” (Rom. 3:4). What is written in Holy Scripture should suffice. 


An Interesting Observation 


If the land boundaries that God swore to give to the descendants of 
Abraham were overlaid on a modern-day map, the territory would 
incorporate parts of Turkey, Irag, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt, and all of 
Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. 


Returning to history, and Scripture, which says the land was 
possessed by Joshua (21:43-45), the next map shows the area that 
Israel controlled during the days of King Solomon. It almost matched 
the boundaries of the land that God had promised. Gaza was not taken 
from the Philistines in Solomon’s day, and the land of the Canaanites 
promised to Abraham included the coastal strip all the way to Sidon - 
the city of Canaan’s first-born son. Study 1 Chronicles 1:13, Genesis 
10:19. Some of the areas of Moab, Ammon and Edom, east of the 
Dead Sea, were occupied by King Solomon, but were not part of the 
Promised Land. (Today, Moab, Ammon, and Edom form part of 
modern-day Jordan). 


THIRD DIVISION 
Allotting Portions of the Promised Land: Joshua 13 - 22 


As Canaan was being conquered, the tribes of Israel were allowed 
their territory. From a divine perspective, there were valid reasons for 
the destruction of the Canaanites. First, the people had become 
sexually corrupt. Every prohibition in the Torah could be found among 
the Canaanites. (Lev. 18). What was going to happen to the 
Canaanites could happen to Israel once they were in the land. Then, if 
the Israelites became morally corrupt, the land would “spue” them out 
also (17:28). 


Consider 

First, the right to possess the Land by Israel was always conditional. 
The people had to honor the Torah, and keep their Covenant with 
God. If not, Israelites would also be dispossessed. Study Leviticus 26. 


Second, the Canaanites were to be dispossessed, because they 
practiced child sacrifice. The god, Molech (Heb. “ruler”, “king”), 
demanded such an offering. The deity Molech is often associated with 
Ammon (1 Kings 11:7). The Torah condemns those who “commit 
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whoredom with Molech” (Lev. 20:5; 18:21; 20:3-5; 2 Kings 23:10; Jer. 
32:35). Nevertheless, the time came when, in the Valley of Hinnom, at 
a site known as Topheth, children were sacrificed. It was an 
abomination before God (Deut. 12:29-31). 


Third, the Canaanites could press the Israelites into their culture, 
unless the people were completely destroyed. Total conformity to the 
world was not to be allowed to happen. 


The question arises, “Did it happen?” “Were all the Canaanites 
slaughtered?” “Did God sanction genocide?” An initial reading of the 
Biblical texts suggest He did. Study Numbers 31:17; 1 Samuel 15:3. 
Believing this facet of God, Richard Dawkins commented in his book, 
The God Delusion”, that, “The God of the Old Testament is arguably 
the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud of it; a 
petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty 
ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, racist, infanticidal, 
genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, 
capriciously malevolent bully.” Study Is God a Moral Monster? 
Making Sense of the Old Testament God” (Dr. Paul Copan, Baker 
Publishers). 


The Canaanite Policy 


e Israel was to destroy the Canaanites Joshua 10:36-39; 
Deut. 7:1-2 

e Israel was to drive out the Canaanites Joshua 
15:14; Ex. 23:28 

e Israel was to remain separate from the Canaanites Joshua; 


Nehemiah 9:2 
e Israelites were not to marry a Canaanite (but they did) Matthew 
1:5 


According to Deuteronomy 29, God did want Israel to be at peace with 
her neighbors. However, it was not to be peace at any price, but 
peace according to gospel terms. 


FOURTH DIVISION 
Joshua’s Farewell Address: Joshua 23 - 24 
The final chapters deal with the division of the Land, as it was 


distributed by Joshua to the ten tribes of Israel. The details can be 
challenging to read, but the importance of the chapters cannot be 
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overstated, for Joshua was dying. He had served the Lord, and His 
people for many years. Now, in the sunset of his life, Joshua wanted to 
remind the people to refrain from acts of idolatry, and remain faithful 
to God. 


There is good reason for royalty to Jehovah. Simply stated, God keeps 
His word. He cannot lie. God kept His word to give a seed to Abram. 
God kept His word to give the land to Israel. God kept His word to 
destroy, and dispossess, the Canaanite inhabitants of Israel. 


So, what will the people do? Study Joshua 24:24-28 
On that note, the Book of Joshua comes to a conclusion. 


Lessons to Learn 
Joshua 


The Just Shall Live by Faith 


God has given to His people a spirit of faith, not fear. Life can be lived 
in victory. Faith is the victory that overcomes the world (1 John 5:4). 


The priests stepped by faith into the water of the Jordan River 
bringing the Ark of the Covenant into the land, a visual signal of 
Divine power. The Church should always be a visual expression of the 
presence and power of the Lord. 


There is a Geographical Will of God 


The Lord has a geographical will for His people. When God moves, the 
Church should move. By living before the face of the Lord, by listening 
to the Lord’s appointed leaders, by keeping the Torah, and by 
worshipping God in spirit and in truth, there is no enemy the Church 
cannot defeat. 


Always Remember the Sovereignty of God 


The Lord wants His people to always remember His rule over His 
creation by His omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence. For 
this reason, a memorial to the Lord was left in the middle of the 
pathway of the Jordan River. If time and erosion has not washed the 
stones away, they are still there to this day. 


“And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, 
in the place where the feet of the priests 
which bare the ark of the Covenant stood: 
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and they are there unto this day.” 
~Joshua 4:9 


The Lord will come and visit His people at unexpected times, reflected 
in the sudden presence of the Captain of the Host of the Lord to 
Joshua. In America, the Lord has visited His people in a mighty way, 
reflected in the First Great Awakening in the 1730’s and 1740’s in the 
thirteen colonies. The Lord came again to America in revival in a 
Second Great Awakening (1795 - 1835). The hearts of many in the 
Church today cry out, “Do it again, Lord. Visit us again.” 


Be Careful What Is Taught 


Care must be taken when teaching about the Land and Israel, not to 
go beyond what is Biblically warranted. When God promised to give 
the land to Israel forever (Gen. 13:15), the word translated “forever” 
(Heb. ‘owlam [o-lawn’]) does not mean unendingly. “It means that God 
would give the land to Israel until such time as His promises and 
purposes for Israel were fulfilled. The land was to typify and 
foreshadow the coming of Christ and His New Creation” (Don K. 
Preston). 


Consider 


There are many things in Scripture, as enduring “forever”, or being 
“everlasting”, that has a limitation facet. 


The OT Covenant was Confirmed by Circumcision 


Circumcision was to be an everlasting Covenant between God and 
Israel. Nevertheless, Paul taught that in the New Testament era, 
circumcision means nothing. To be circumcised in order to receive the 
approbation of God is to have no part of the person and work of 
Christ. “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 2 
Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall 
profit you nothing. 3 For I testify again to every man that is 
circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 4 Christ is 
become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the 
law; ye are fallen from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit wait for the 
hope of righteousness by faith. 6 For in Jesus Christ neither 
circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith which 
worketh by love” (Gal. 5:1-6). Everlasting circumcision has ceased to 
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have any theological significance, though there are health issues to 
consider. 


The Passover was to be Everlasting 


The Passover was established as an everlasting ordinance. “And this 
day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to 
the Lord throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an 
ordinance forever” (Exodus 12:14). Today, the Church declares that 
Christ is our Passover (1 Cor. 5:7). The shadow has given way to the 
Substance, and it is enough. The Old Covenant Passover has ceased as 
a Divine mandate. 


The Light of God is to Eternally Shine 


The statute concerning the burning lamp in the Tabernacle, and later 
the Temple, which stood in the Holy Place, was to be a “statute 
forever to their generations” (Exodus 27:21). Today, the Church 
believes that Christ is the true Light of the world, and it is enough 
(john 8:12). The Aaronic priesthood has been superseded by the 
superiority of Christ’s priesthood. In fact, the Levitical priesthood is 
now “annulled” (Heb. 7:12-18). 


The Typology of the Land of Israel 


The land promised to the forefathers, which God gave to them. 
(Jjoshua 21:43-45; 1 Kings 4:21) was a type of the believer’s eternal 
rest in Christ, and in the house which the Father has prepared (John 
14:1-4). In the eternal state, the “meek shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 
5:5; cf. Psa. 37:1, 22). 
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THE BOOK OF THE JUDGES 
Unknown, perhaps Samuel, c. 1050 BC 


SECTION ONE 
The Wars of Deliverance 


Chapter 1 -16 


When Joshua led the people into the Land of Promise, he exhorted the 
people to be faithful to their Covenant with God. When the Law was 
given at Mount Sinai, all the people responded by saying, “All that the 
LORD has spoken we will do!” Moses brought the words of the people 
to the LORD, and a Covenant was made (Exodus 19:1-8). The Hebrew 
people were to be faithful to the LORD who would make them a 
blessing to all the nations. That was c. 1400 BC. 


Following the death of Joshua, strong leaders were needed to guide 
the people. Those who surfaced were called Judges. The Judges were 
gifted regional, political, military leaders who could be bloody and 
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violent. Such individuals were needed, because human nature is 
disturbing. The Book of Judges honestly records the depths of human 
depravity. Those who had been called of God to be holy, proved 
themselves to be no different than the Canaanites. 


Limited Success by the Israelites: Judges 1 


The Book of Judges opens with the narrative of Israel’s war with the 
Canaanites, who knew the Hebrew people had come to dispossess 
them, and take over their land flowing with milk and honey. When 
men from the tribe of Judah attacked, the Canaanites fought back with 
some success. Judah could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, 
“because the Canaanites had chariots of iron” (Judges 1:19). Though 
various territories had been assigned to the tribes of Israel, the enemy 
would not be easily conquered. 


Judges chapter 1 lists some of the tribes that Israel had to fight. 


The 7 Nations of Canaan 

Amorites 

Canaanites 

Girgashites 

Hittites 

Hivites 

Jebusites 

Perizzites 


In order to avoid becoming like the Canaanites, characterized by 
moral depravity, and idolatry, the Israelites were to kill the 
Canaanites, and dispossess them of their land (Deut. 7:1-6; Joshua 
7:9). God had a right to issue this order of conquest, for He is 
sovereign over His creation. It is God who appoints the boundaries of 
nations. It is God who determines who shall possess the land. It is God 
who appoints those in authority. 


Consider 
It is God who appoints individuals to rule with authority. “This matter 


is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the 
holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High 
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ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, 
and setteth up over it the basest of men” (Daniel 4:17). 


A ruler’s authority comes from God. Jesus said that the authority of 
Pilate over Him was “from above” (John 19:10 - 11). 


The boundaries of a nation are appointed by the Lord. “And hath 
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation” (Acts 17:26). 


As the sovereign of all nations on earth, the Lord judges the 
Canaanites. God is holy, just, and good. The Canaanites were not holy, 
not just, and not good. The Canaanites were guilty of gross sexual acts 
of immorality against their own bodies, and against nature. They 
were also guilty of practicing child sacrifice to their gods, such as the 
god Moloch. 


Consider 


The practice of child sacrifice has been committed throughout the 
world for many centuries. The ancient Aztecs, Incas, and other 
peoples in South and Central America practiced child sacrifice. In 
Europe, the Druids butchered their babies as an offering to their 
blood thirty gods. According to Roman writers, the city of Carthage, in 
North Africa, sacrificed children to Ba’al Hammon, a god imported 
from Phoenicia. 


Because the Israelites did not eliminate the Canaanites in obedience 
to the known will of the Lord, they caused their own children to “pass 
through the fire” in reverence to Molech, a protecting father figure. 
Images of Molech were made of bronze, with outstretched arms, 
which were heated red-hot. Living children were placed into the 
hands of the idol. The child either died, or rolled into a fire pit below. 


The worship of Molech occurred in the Hinnom Valley near Jerusalem. 
Hinnom Valley became identified with Tophet (Hell). Study Isaiah 
30:33; Jeremiah 19:12; Mark 9:45 


The practice of causing children to “pass through the fire” was 
prohibited by the Torah (Lev. 20:2-5). However, God’s people did not 
listen, or obey the Lord. Even King Solomon became involved in this 
despicable and heartless practice (1 Kings 11:4-11). Later, the evil 
king Manassah offered his own son as a Sacrifice (2 Kings 2:16), as did 
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King Ahaz (2 Chron. 28:1-4). Child sacrifice became one of the 
reasons for the Babylonian Captivity Jer. 32:36). 


Today child sacrifice is practiced in America in the form of abortion. 
“Unprecedented numbers of children have been “sacrificed” at the 
hands of abortionists for the sake of convenience, immorality, or 
pride. Hundreds of thousands of babies have been killed, so that their 
parents can maintain a certain lifestyle. God hates “hands that shed 
innocent blood” (Proverbs 6:17), and we can be sure that God will 
judge this horrendous sin” (GotQuestions.org on the web) 


Rather than completely protest the people and practices of the 
Canaanites, the Israelites settled in their midst, and adopted their 
cultural and religious practices. 


INTERLUDE 
The Evil that Men Do: Judges 2 


In Judges 2, the Biblical narrator records the death of Joshua (2:1-4), 
and then continues to summarize the evil the children of Israel did in 
the sight of the Lord (2:11 - 13). The Israelites served and worshipped 
Baal. The Israelites served and worshipped Ashtaroth. 


Because of the evil the Israelites did in the sight of the Lord, God 
delivered them into the hands of their enemies, who spoiled and 
enslaved them (2:14-15). 


When His hot anger against the Israelites subsided, the Lord raised 
up judges to deliver His people from their oppressors (2:16). Once 
restored to fellowship, the Israelites started to sin again, leading to 
the vicious cycle of fellowship, sin, judgement, oppression, 
repentance, restoration, and peace. 


Six Main Judges: Judges 3 - 16 


In this section of the book of Judges, the stories of six main judges are 
told: Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, and Gideon. 


The stories about the judges are filled with blood and violence. 
Moreover, not all of the judges were virtuous. The Divine author does 
not restrain the telling of their personal weaknesses. 
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Gideon. Initially, Gideon was a coward, until he was reassured the 
Lord was with him. Fear turned to faith, and Gideon defeated the 
Midianites with only 300 citizen-soldiers. However, after his victory of 
faith, the anger of Gideon prevailed, and he slaughtered some who did 
not support him. Then Gideon embraced idolatry. He constructed an 
idol, which the people continued to worship after his death. Study 
Judges 6:12-35 


A Vow unto the Lord: Judges 11:30 -35 


Jephthah. Because he was a known warrior, and an effective military 
leader, Jephthah was sought out by the leaders of Israel to deliver the 
people from their oppressors. Tragically, Jephthah was not close to 
the God of Israel, and so he vowed to sacrifice his daughter if he was 
victorious in battle against the Ammonites. Jephthah was willing to 
sacrifice his own daughter, because he did not know the character of 
God. 


Waking up to Wickedness: Judges 13 - 16 


Samson. The life of Samson began with great hope, for he was to be 
a Nazarite. A Nazarite person vowed part, or their entire lives to God, 
as an act of consecration. Part of the vow of the Nazarite was to 
refrain from wine, or anything with alcohol (Num. 6:3; Amos 2:12). 
While under the vow, the hair could not be shaved (Num. 6:5; Judges 
13:5; 16:17). With long hair, bushy eyebrows, and a long unkempt 
beard, a Nazarite would be easily recognized. A Nazarite was not 
allowed to come near a corpse (Num. 6:6-7). Samson was a Nazarite. 
Because he did not take his vow seriously, tragedy came to him, and 
then, a horrible death. Samson died in bondage to the Philistines, 
blinded. and mocked. 


The Dark Side of the Saints 
Character Flaws 


e Gideon Cowardly, murderer, idolater, polygamist, adulterer 

e Jephthah Sacrificed his own daughter by making a rash vow 

e Samson Sensually promiscuous, violent, full of pride, a breaker of 
vows 


SECTION TWO 


An Appendix 
Chapters 17 - 21 
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The Antinomianism of Israel 


The final section of the Book of Judges contains a tragic statement 
repeated four times: “In those days there was no king in Israel, but 
every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6; 
18:1, Judges 19:1; 21:25). 


A Man Named Micah: Judges 17 - 18 


One man who did that which was right in his own eyes was Micah, 
who built a private idol temple which was plundered by the tribe of 
Dan. The Danites then went and burned the citizens of Laish. 


The Levite and the Promiscuous Lady: Judges 19 


The last story in Judges is a narrative of broken vows, betrayal, sexual 
abuse involving homosexuality, bisexuality, and rape, along with 
horrific violence. A Levite who cut up a woman’s body into twelve 
pieces, and sent the body parts to the Twelve Tribes of Israel. \ 


Dark Days of Civil War: Judges 20 - 21 


Because of the abuse of the Levite’s concubine, civil war ensued. The 
Benjaminite decided to protect the perpetrators of rape and murder. 
The sons of Belial would not be turned over for justice (Judges 20:12- 
14). Because justice was not satisfied,, more blood was spilt. The men 
of Benjamin were eventually defeated, and the culprits were brought 
to justice. Only 600 men of the Tribe of Benjamin were not killed 
(Judges 20:47 - 48). Judges 21 records how the remnant in the Tribe 
of Benjamin were allowed to replenish those that were killed. It was a 
Dark Age in Jewish History. 
Lessons to Learn 
Judges 


God Uses Broken Vessels 

While God uses broken vessels, He does not endorse everything 
individuals do in their lives. God does not sanction murder, idolatry, 
polygamy, adultery, child sacrifice, sexual promiscuity, violence, or 
pride. 


God Will Enable His People 
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God will fill His people with His spirit in order for them to accomplish 
the great work He wants done. On seven occasions the Spirit of the 
Lord came in the Book of Judges. Study Judges 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 
13:25; 14:6, 19; 15:14 


The Heart Should be Guarded 


A Christian should guard their heart, so that a cycle of sin does not 
characterize their life. Do this for this good reason, “A double minded 
man is unstable in all his ways” (James 1:8). Pray, and ask God to 
keep you focused on Christ, and His kingdom work. 


Christians are Not Lawless 

God never intended for His people to be antinomian, or, lawless. 
Christians are not to do that which is right in their own eyes. Jesus 
said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). 

When we walk with the Lord 

in the light of his word, 

what a glory he sheds on our way! 

While we do his good will, 

he abides with us still, 

and with all who will trust and obey. 


Trust and obey, for there's no other way 
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 


~John H. Sammis 
Might Never Makes Right What is Wrong 


Though individuals exercise their will to power, might never makes 
right that which is intrinsically wrong. Only God can determine what 
is right and what is wrong. He reveals this in His Word, by His Spirit, 
and in the person and work of Jesus Christ, who said, “Follow me” 
(Matt. 4:19; 10:24). 


Some Biblical Stories Are Alarming 


Many of the stories in the Book of Judges are designed to shock the 
sensibilities of Christians, to compel them to change. “Now these 
things were our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after 
evil things, as they also lusted” (1 Cor. 10:6-11). When a Christian 
lusts after illicit sex, when the heart becomes greedy, when there is 
no turning away from violence, when idols are embraced, then that 
individual has not learned from the example of others. And that, is 
tragic. 
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THE JUDGES OF ISRAEL 


Judge Tribe Ruled Reference 
Oppressors 
Years 
Othinel Judah 40 3:9-11 Mesopotamians 
8 
Ehud Benjamin 80 = 3:15-30 Moabites, Ammonites 18 
Amalekites 
Shamagar Judah 10 33:31 Philistines 
Co-judges 
Deborah Ephraim 40 4:4-5:31 Canaanites 20 
Barak Naphtali 
Gideon Manasseh 40 6:7-8:35 Midianites, Amalekites 7 
Abimelech Manasseh 3 9:1-57 Midianites, Amalekites 
Tola Issachar 23  10:1-2 Midianites, Amalekites 
Jair Manasseh 22 10:3-5 Midianites, Amalekites 


Jephthah Manasseh 6 11:1-12:7 Ammonites 


18 
Ibzan Judah 7 12:8-10 Ammonites 
Elon Zebulun 10 12:11-12 Ammonites 
Abdon Ephraim 8 12:13-15 Ammonites 
Samson Dan 20 13:2-16:31 Philistines 40 
Years of Lawlessness 
“Every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes.” 
Priestly-Judges 
1066-1000 BC 
Eli Levi 1 Samuel 1:1- 4:18 


Samuel Levi (a Kohathite) 1 Samuel 1:10 - 25:1 
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Joel Ephraim 1 Samuel 8 
Abijah Ephraim 1 Samuel 8 


THE BOOK OF 
RUTH 
Unknown, any time from 1000 to 500 BC 


The Romance of Redemption 


THE BOOK OF RUTH 


Elimelech “My God is King A Hebrew man from Bethlehem-Judah, of 


the tribe of Ephraim, who moved to 
Moab due to famine conditions in 
Israel 

Naomi “pleasant” The wife of Elimelech 

Mara “bitter” The name Naomi chose to be 
called after returning to Israel from Moab 
Mahlon “sickly” A son of Elimelech and Naomi 


Orpah “neck” The wife of Mahlon 
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Chilion “wasting away” A son of Elimelech and Naomi 
Ruth “friendship” The wife of Chilion 
Boaz “strength” A kinsman-redeemer 


I Am Going Home: Ruth 1:1-22 


There are three central figures in the narrative in the Book of Ruth. 
There is the mother-in-law, Naomi. There is Ruth, the widowed wife of 
Chilion, and there is Boaz, a near kinsman-redeemer. 


There are four compelling chapters in the narrative in the Book of 
Ruth. Like a beautiful flower, the story unfolds. 


In the opening chapter, we are told that the events took place “when 
the judges ruled.” There was no king among the Hebrew people in 
Israel at this time, for the nation was designed to be a theocracy. God 
was to rule His people by His word and through His appointed 
leaders. However, not all the judges proved to be faithful to the Lord. 
Because of this, many of God’s people were led astray, resulting in 
divine discipline, to include famine in the land. 


On one occasion, when there was a national famine in Judah, a man by 
the name of Elimelech, from the tribe of Ephraim, decided to relocate 
his family to Moab. There, in Moab, personal tragedy struck. 
Elimelech died. Ten years later his two sons, Mahlon, and Chilion died 
as well, leaving in total three grieving widows in Naomi, Orpah, and 
Ruth. 

Realizing her own desperate condition of being a widow in a foreign 
country, Naomi decided to return to her home in Israel. However, she 
was not going home alone, for Ruth made a commitment to stay with 
her saying, “I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my God: 17 Where thou diest, will I 
die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also, if 
ought but death part thee and me” (1:16, 17). 


Once Naomi and Ruth returned to Israel, Naomi changed her name to 
“Mara” meaning, “bitter”, saying, “Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: 
for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 21 I went out full, 
and the Lord hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye me 
Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testified against me, and the Almighty 
hath afflicted me?” (Ruth 1:20-21). 


The Bible commands Christians to guard their hearts against such 
thoughts and feelings. “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
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clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice” 
(Eph. 4:31). 


Our journey in life can make us better, or bitter. Care must be taken 
not to become bitter with Divine Providence, but to submit to the 
Sovereign. 


I Have a Kinsman-Redeemer: Ruth 2:1-23 


One immediate problem Naomi and Ruth faced after returning to 
Israel was how to find food. Being a practical woman, Ruth suggested 
to Naomi that she be allowed to go the field, and glean ears of corn” 
from the property of Naomi’s kinsman, a mighty, or noble, man of 
wealth. His name was Boaz (Heb. “lively”). In the providence of God, 
it happened to be the time of the barley harvest, which began in late 
April, or early May. It preceded the wheat harvest by two weeks (Ex. 
9:31-32). At the beginning of the barley harvest, the Jews were to 
consecrate the first fruits to the Lord of the Harvest. It was the Law 
(Lev. 23:10). 


During the barley harvest, and other times of ingathering, the Law of 
Moses provided that mercy be shown to the immigrant, and the poor. 
“And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean 
riddance of the corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt 
thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt leave them unto 
the poor, and to the stranger: I am the LORD your God” (Lev. 23:22). 


The concept of showing mercy to the poor remains a part of the 
Christian faith and practice. “But to do good and to communicate 
forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” (Heb. 13:16). 


Being a practical woman, Ruth asked that she be allowed to go into 
the fields of Boaz to glean ears of corn. Ruth was confident she would 
find grace, and so, Naomi said unto her, “Go, my daughter” (Ruth 
2:2). 


As Ruth had anticipated, she did find grace in the eyes of Boaz, who 
was impressed by her loyalty to Naomi, her willingness to work hard, 
and, no doubt, her innate beauty, grace, humility, and charm. Boaz 
insisted that Ruth not glean in any other field but his. She must also 
remain close by the other ladies that worked for him, for Boaz would 
protect Ruth from hunger, and personal harm (2:8-9). 


Later that day, when Ruth returned to Naomi, with an amazing 
amount of food, an ephah of barley (about 5.8 gallons, or one half, to 
one third, of a bushel, weighing about 30 pounds), and told her 
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mother-in-law she had met Boaz, there was immediate joy. Naomi 
revealed to Ruth that Boaz was a near kinsman. That set the heart of 
Naomi to mediating, and forming a plan. 


I Will Obey: Ruth 3:1-6 


Intuitively, Naomi immediately perceived that a marriage for Ruth 
with Boaz could be arranged. Perhaps she could help make it happen 
(3:1). With renewed excitement in her voice, Naomi instructed Ruth 
what she must do, step by step. 


First, Ruth must wash herself thoroughly. The dust and dirt of harvest 
work must be cleansed from her body. 


Second, Ruth must anoint herself with perfume and oil. It is important 
to look nice, and to emanate a pleasant aroma. 


Third, Ruth must put off the clothing of a grieving widow, and put on 
a clean and attractive garment. Her clothing would be modest and 
simple, but Ruth would make it elegant with her fine and youthful 
feminine figure. 


Fourth, Ruth was to go where Boaz would be working that night. 
However, Ruth was not to interrupt the eating and drinking of Boaz by 
making an ostentatious display of herself. Meekness is an appealing 
virtue. 


Fifth, Ruth was to notice where Boaz rested for the night. Once he 
was settled down, Ruth was to go in, uncover his feet, and lay down 
beside him (3:4). Then, Ruth was to wait to find out what he would tell 
her to do. 


Ruth listened carefully to every instruction of Naomi, and then 
replied. “All that thou sayest unto me, I will do” (3:5). 


I Will be Blessed: Ruth 3:8-18 


The plan of Naomi was implemented by Ruth, and every part went 
well. When Boaz awoke in the middle of the night and discovered Ruth 
at his feet, he was startled, but not displeased. An important 
conversation took place, which has been divinely preserved in the will 
of the Lord. 


Boaz. “Who are you?” 
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Ruth. “T am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore your 
garment over your handmaid; for you are a near kinsman.” 


Boaz. “Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter: for you have 
displayed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, 
inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or rich. 
And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to you all that you request: 
for all the city of my people knows that you are a virtuous woman. And 
now, it is true, that I am thy near kinsman: however, there is a 
kinsman nearer than I. Stay this night, and it shall be in the morning, 
that if he will perform unto you the part of a kinsman, well; let him do 
the kinsman’s part: but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to you, 
then will I do the part of a kinsman to you, as the Lord lives: lie down 
until the morning.” 


The Dawning of a New Day 


Ruth complied and laid at the feet of Boaz until the dawning of the 
day. Then, she quietly arose to leave. But before she could go, Boaz 
spoke to Ruth once more. 


Boaz. “Let it not be known that a woman came into the floor. Now, 
bring me the veil you have on, and hold it out.” 


Ruth took the veil she was wearing to Boaz, who spread it out, and 
poured on it six measures of barley. 


Without comment, Ruth left the presence of Boaz, a woman twice 
blessed. With the dawning of a new day, Ruth went into the city of 
Bethlehem-Judah knowing in her heart that a kinsman-redeemer was 
going to help her. 


Observe 


The role of a kinsman-redeemer was important in Jewish custom. The 
practice was instituted that, if a man died and left behind a wife, 
children, or property, it was the kinsman-redeemer’s responsibility to 
marry the widow, possess the property, and protect the family. Naomi 
had hope that Boaz would marry the widowed Ruth who had made 
herself available to him. 


God’s Amazing Grace: Ruth 4:1- 22 
By her actions, Ruth did nothing improper. Boaz calls her a virtuous 


woman, meaning a woman of noble character. The Hebrew word 
(Chayil, [khah’yil]), is the same term used in Proverbs 31:10. In like 
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manner, Boaz is a virtuous man, he is a man of character. Boaz 
promised to go before the town council, and see if he could not honor 
his role as a kinsman-redeemer. It might not be easy to do, because 
there was another kinsman closer than he, who must be given the 
opportunity to deal with the situation. 


Before ten witnesses, with everyone gathered at the gates of the city, 
Boaz explains to the nearer kinsmen the situation. Naomi has 
returned from Moab a widow, but, with a piece of land which had 
belonged to her husband Elimelech. Would the nearer kinsman like to 
buy the property? 


At first, the nearer kinsman said, “I will redeem it.” Then, Boaz added 
something to the discussion. Whoever bought the land from Naomi 
must also marry Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the deceased son of 
Elimelech, so that he might by proxy have descendants. 


The new information changed the dynamics of the moment, and the 
mind of the nearer kinsman-redeemer. The nearer kinsman decided 
that a marriage to Ruth would prove to be too disruptive for his own 
family, and so he declined both the hand and the land, the hand of 
Ruth in marriage, and the land that belonged to Elimelech. 


With a wonderful touch of gentle divine humor, the nearer kinsman- 
redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy the land for yourself” (4:8). He could 
have added, “And take Ruth in marriage as well.” That was all Boaz 
needed to hear. The noble man immediately embraced the role of 
kinsman-redeemer by taking off a shoe as a pledge in the presence of 
witnesses. He would purchase the land, and he would take the hand of 
Ruth the Moabites in marriage. “And all the people that were in the 
gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses” (4:11). 


Had the people stopped at this point by saying, “We are witnesses,” it 
would be a touching ending to the moment. However, the Bible says 
the people bestowed a blessing upon Boaz. The blessing was 
important to the Israelites. People longed to be blessed by God, and 
by others. Jacob sought a blessing from his father (Gen. 27:19), and he 
sought a blessing from God (Gen. 3:2:26). Esau sought to be blessed 
(Gen. 28:38). Even Pharoah sought to be blessed by Moses (Ex. 
12:32). It was a special moment when the people blessed Boaz, and 
his union with Ruth. This is what they said. 


A Special Blessing for 
Boaz the Farmer 
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“Boaz, the Lord make the woman that is come into thine house 
like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of 
Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in 
Bethlehem: And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom 
Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the Lord shall give 
thee of this young woman.” 


Though the Book of Ruth opened with the story of lost hope, and utter 
ruin, it ends with the restoration of faith, and a fantastic future for 
Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz, as they move within the will of God. In the 
providence of God, Ruth gives birth to a son named Obed (4:13, 17). 
The birth of Obed (Heb. “serving”) led to a blessing for Naomi by the 
women of Bethlehem-Judah. 


A Special Blessing for 
Naomi the Widow 


“Blessed be the Lord, which hath not left thee this day without a 
kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. And he shall be 
unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: 
for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to 
thee than seven sons, hath born him.” 


As Ruth reviewed her life, she would, without question, stand amazed 
at the goodness of God. Little did she realize that she would be the 
grandmother of King David, and be included in the Messianic lineage 
(Matt. 1: 5). In like manner, every Christian should stand in utter 
amazement at the goodness and grace of God, and sing a song of Zion. 


I stand amazed in the presence 
Of Jesus the Nazarene, 

And wonder how He could love me, 
A sinner condemned, unclean. 


How marvelous! How wonderful! 
And my song shall ever be: 
How marvelous! How wonderful! 
Is my Savior’s love for me! 


For me it was in the garden, 
He prayed: “Not my will, but Thine.’ 
He had no tears for His own griefs, 
But sweat-drops of blood for mine. 
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In pity angels beheld Him, 
And came from the world of light 
To strengthen Him in the sorrows 
He bore for my soul that night. 


He took my sins and my sorrows, 
He made them His very own; 

He bore the burden to Calv’ry, 
And suffered, and died alone. 

When with the ransomed in glory 
His face I at last shall see, 

‘Twill be my joy through the ages 
To sing of His love for me. 


~Charles H. Gabriel 


THE BOOK OF 
1 SAMUEL 


Unknown, perhaps around 950 BC (during Solomon's reign) 


Six Main Characters 


1 Samuel 

e Hannah A woman of humility, faith, and grace. 

e Eli A judge of Israel who failed as a father. 

e Samuel The last judge of Israel who lived with integrity. 

¢ Saul A man who descended into madness due to jealousy, 
envy, and fear. 

e Jonathan A beloved friend of David, despite being a son 
of king Saul. 

¢ David An example of wisdom, patience, trust, and courage. 


A Historical Note 


Originally, 1 and 2 Samuel were united in one narrative in the Hebrew 
manuscripts. Because of the length of the scroll, a division was made 
into two books when the Old Testament was translated into Greek. 
The Greek translation of the Old Testament was begun during the 
reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus (285 - 246 BC). The translation is called 
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the Septuagint (LXX), because approximately 70 translators took part 
in the work. 


Introduction 


Though the descendants of Abraham dwelt in Egypt, the Land of 
Bondage, for 430 years, the Exodus Generation, under the leadership 
of Moses, came out of slavery to officially form the nation, when the 
Law was received at Mt. Sinai. Study Genesis 15:13; Exodus 12:40-41; 
Acts 7:6; Exodus 19 - 20 


Eventually, the nation of Israel came into the Promised Land where, 
ideally, the people were to be ruled by God. Divinely appointed Judges 
would help to guide the nation. 


FIRST DIVISION 
Chapters 1 - 7 


Hannah’s Story and Song: 1 Samuel 1:1-2:10 


The Book of 1 Samuel begins with the narrative about a woman 
named Hannah who desperately wanted a child. To that end she 
prayed, and the Lord heard her request. In matchless grace, God 
granted Hannah the desire of her heart (1:1-28), and put a song on 
her lips (2:1-10). The song itself is worthy of detailed consideration, 
because it tells of how God will humble the proud, and exalt those 
who are humble in His sight (2:1-4). 


The song also displays confidence in the Lord to work in a providential 
way, despite the evil that men do (2:5-9). There is a certain fearful 
judgment that awaits the adversaries, or enemies, of the Lord. One 
day, the Messiah - King shall come. He shall be exalted, and judge 
“the ends of the earth” (2:10). 


The Godly Son: 1 Samuel 3 


Samuel was the baby for whom Hannah prayed. Hannah believed she 
had been given Samuel as a gift of God’s grace, and so she dedicated 
her child back to the Lord. Samuel grew up to be a Priestly Judge of 
the people of God. When the people were wrong, Samuel told them 
plainly. His holy boldness in confronting evil was established in his 
youth, when he finally told Eli what would happen to him and his 
descendants (3:1-20). So, “Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, 
and did let none of his words fall to the ground” (3:19). All of Israel 
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came to know, there was a prophet among the people of Israel (3:20- 
21). 


The Sin of Presumptuousness: 1 Samuel 4 


The time came when the Philistines rose up against the Israelites, and 
made war on the saints. Rather than humbly pray, and seek the face 
of God, the Israelites brought out the Ark of the Covenant, as a symbol 
of their power, granting certain victory (4:1-5). It was the wrong thing 
to do. Because of their arrogant presumption, the battle with the 
Philistines was lost, and the Ark of the Covenant was captured, much 
to the surprise of the Philistines it might be noticed (4:6-11). 


Capturing the 
Ark of the Covenant 


Army Encampment Result’ of 
First Battle 
e Israel Eben-ezer (Heb. “stone of help”) 4,000 killed 
e Philistines Aphek 


Result of Second Battle 
30,000 killed 
Hohni, Phinehas 
slain 
Eli died (age 98) 
Ark of the 


Covenant 
captured 


The sin of engaging the Philistines without permission from the Lord, 
led to disastrous consequences, not the least of which many died 
needlessly, and the Ark of the Covenant was taken into the camp of 
the enemy. 


There was another casualty of this conflict between Israel and the 
Philistines. When Eli’s daughter-in-law heard of the death of her 
husband, and her brother-in-law, and Eli, her father-in-law, she went 
into premature labor, gave birth to a boy, and died in childbirth. A 
midwife that helped in the delivery named the child, “Ichabod, saying, 
“The glory is departed from Israel” (4:19-22). 


There is Pleasure in Sin, for a Season: 1 Samuel 5 


Whatever joy the Philistines found in capturing the Ark of the 
Covenant did not last for long. When they placed the Ark in the 
Temple of their god, Dagon, something terrible happened to the fish 
god. The false statue was found on its face before the Ark of the Lord 
(5:1-5). The LORD, He is God, and there is none other (1 Kings 18:39). 


The humiliation of the god Dagon was followed by military defeat for 
the army of the Philistines, and a pestilence of emerods, or 
hemorrhoids, for the people (1 Sam. 5:6-9). Emerods were considered 
to be incurable, and fatal. Suddenly, the Philistines wanted to get rid 
of the Ark of the Covenant, and took great effort to send the Ark away. 
Eventually, the Ark was returned to Israel (5:10-7:17). 


SECOND DIVISION 
Chapter 8 - 31 


From Theocracy to Monarchy: 1 Samuel 8 


Following the return of the Ark, Samuel continued to judge Israel with 
integrity and righteousness. Then, when he was old, Samuel made his 
sons judges over Israel. Tragically, the sons of Samuel did not walk in 
the ways of Samuel. The sons of Samuel were not men of personal 
integrity, but greedy, and ambitious. As judges, they took bribes, and 
perverted justice. 


One day, “all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and 
came to Samuel unto Ramah, 5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art 
old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us 
like all the nations” (1 Sam 8:4-5). The Lord gave the people a king in 
the person of Saul, a man from the tribe of Benjamin. He would rule 
for forty years (1 Sam. 8:4-4; Acts 13:21). 


Samuel did try to warn the people what type of king God would give to 
Israel. The people listened, understood, and persisted in their demand 
for a king, like other nations. Their demand was honored. In the 
person of Saul (Heb. “asked”) the Israelites found a king that proved 
to be just like every other tyranny among the tribal nations of Canaan. 


Characteristics of a Tyrant 


1 Samuel 8:11-18 


e A Tyrant believes all things belong to him personally to serve him. 
e A mere a establish a personal body guard that informs on 
others. 8:12 
e A Tyrant will enhance instruments of war. 
e A ave will enslave others for personal servitude. 
e A meal confiscate all the resources and means of production. 
e A Tyrant et reward only those who are loyal to him. 
e A errs “i impose heavy taxes, and redistribute the wealth. 
e A Tyrant will ae all people reliant on government. 
e A Tyrant il be insensitive to the complaints of the people. 
e A Tyrant sets evidence that God is judging the nation. 
8:18 


High Hopes Disappointed: 1 Samuel 9 - 12 


With concession to the will of the people, the Lord said to Samuel, 
“make them a king” (8:22). The king whom Samuel appointed was a 
man named Saul, the son of Kish, from the tribe of Benjamin. 


It seemed like a good choice to the people, for Saul was tall, young at 
30 years of age, he was from a respectable family, and he was a 
proven warrior. Judging only by an outward appearance, Saul was a 
born leader. His anointment as Israel’s first king was well received. 


However, on the inside of Saul was a heart that was deceptive, 
dishonest, jealous, vindicative, and murderous. No less than ten times 
did Saul attempt to kill a young shepherd named David, who had 
earned widespread honor and glory as a giant killer, and a military 
hero (study 1 Sam. 18:11, 17, 21; 19:1, 10, 11,15, 20, 21, 22; 23:15; 
26:2). 


The angel of the Lord protected David, and the women of Israel sang 
about his exploits saying, 
“Saul hath slain his thousands, 


and David his ten thousands.” 
Divine Repentance: 1 Samuel 13 - 15 


Because Saul had the heart of a tyrant, he did everything, and more, 
Samuel had warned Israel what an appointed king would do. Driven 
by his maniacal personality, Saul dared to defy the living God by 
failing to completely destroy the Amalekites, and all of their 
possessions, and then insisted he was a righteous man (15:1-21). For 
this transgression, the kingdom would be taken from Saul, and his 
family, and be given to someone else (15:22-34). The Lord would not 
repent, or change His mind on this matter, though the Lord would 
repent that He had made Saul king over Israel (15:35). 


Exercising His divine sovereignty, the Lord God chose to give the 
kingdom of Israel to David, and to his descendants, from the tribe of 
Judah. The choice of God was not based on human merit, but on 
divine mercy, and grace (15:34-16:13). 


The Shepherd of the Hills: 1 Samuel 16 - 17 


At an early age, the Lord turned the heart of the young shepherd boy 
to himself, and then tested his faith. Having killed a bear, and a lion, 
to defend his father’s sheep, David readily faced a giant named 
Goliath, because he believed God would deliver the enemy of Israel 
into his hands. 


Hear afresh the voice of reason, faith, and courage. “And David said 
unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, 
and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 35 And I went out after 
him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he 
arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew 
him. 36 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this 
uncircumcised Philistine [Goliath] shall be as one of them, seeing he 
hath defied the armies of the living God” 1 Sam. 17:34-36). 


In the Service of the Royal Court: 1 Samuel 18 - 20 


Following the death of Goliath, David was invited to stay in the royal 
court, where he witnessed King Saul descend into madness. In his 
madness, Saul sought to kill David, who found an unusual ally in 
Jonathan, the king’s son. “The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul 
of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul” (18:1). 


Because of his love for Jonathan, because of his respect for king Saul, 
David went from the royal court to battle the Philistines, with great 
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success (18:5-7), which only served to make Saul jealous, murderous, 
and afraid (18:8-12). 


Hoping to see him killed in battle, Saul made David a captain, or, 
commander, over a thousand soldiers, whom David commanded wisely 
(18:13). More military victories followed, which only served to enrage 
Saul. In his jealously, the king became determined to kill David, and 
anyone who was associated with him, including Jonathan (20:33). 


The Hunt is On: 1 Samuel 21 - 30 


Though David did nothing wrong, Saul pursued David from place to 
place. He found shelter in the wilderness, where he waited on the 
Lord to vindicate him against an oppressive, unjust, and irrational 
king. While fleeing from Saul, the Lord gives him _ several 
opportunities to kill his enemy who was trying to take his life, but 
David refused. He remained a man of grace, and integrity, knowing 
the battle belongs to the Lord. While in the wilderness, David 
composed many of his Psalms which has blessed many individuals, 
who find themselves in a difficult situation. Study Psalms 18, 52, 53, 
57 


The Death of a Tyrant: 1 Samuel 31 


The Book of 1 Samuel ends with the violent, and bloody, death of Saul, 
and his sons, at the Battle of Gilboa. “So, Saul died, and his three 
sons, and his armourbearer, and all his men, that same day together” 
(1 Sam. 31:5). Saul himself committed suicide after being mortally 
wounded in battle. When the Philistines found his body, they cut the 
head of Saul off, his armor was put on public display, and his corpse 
was fastened to the wall of Beth-shan. 


Consider 


The Battle of Mount Gilboa (Heb. “boiling springs”) took place c. 1010 
on the Plains of Esdraelon. It resulted in a devastating Israelite defeat 
that left King Saul and most of his army dead. The Philistines rejoiced 
in their great victory. 


Lessons to Learn 
1 Samuel 


There is human perspective, and a divine perspective, to every 
situation. The request for a king by the people of Israel, from a 
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human perspective, seemed like a reasonable response to corrupt 
judges. From a divine perspective, the Israelites were not rejecting 
God’s appointed ruler in the person of Samuel, but the people were 
rejecting Himself. “And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the 
voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not 
rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over 
them” (1 Sam. 8:7). 


Spiritual leaders, ordained by God, will be recognized by the 
people of God. The true ministers of the gospel do not need to 
contend with a church board, or congregation, for spiritual authority. 
The Lord will establish them in the sight of the people. If the Lord 
does not exalt you, pastor, you are not exalted. Much tension can be 
diminished in the local church when this principle is recognized. The 
sheep will know their Under-shepherds when they appear. “And I will 
give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with 
knowledge and understanding” (Jer. 3:15). 


“Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than 
you want to stay, cost you more than you would ever want to pay.” 
~Ravi Zacharias 


The events surrounding the capture of the Ark of the Lord was 
designed, in part, to remind Israel that they did not control God, 
and put him on display like the heathen’s did with their gods. The Ark 
of the Lord was designed to elicit worship. It was not to be paraded as 
a military emblem. 


The demand of the Israelites for a king reminds the Church to 
be careful what is asked for. God may very well grant the desires of 
the heart, to the soul’s temporal, and eternal, regret. In Romans 1 we 
read that God gives individuals over to a reprobate mind, and certain 
damnation (Rom. 1:28). 


The arrogance of a tyrant is without boundary. “I am the state!” 
declared Louis XIV of France. In contrast to the world, Christian 
ministers are to be servant-leaders (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). 


Sometimes, sorrow for sin is not enough. Saul said to Samuel, “I 
have sinned,” but it was not enough to turn aside the judgment of the 
Lord (1 Sam. 15:24-27). 


The past is the key to the future. David believed, that because the 
Lord had protected and provided for him in the past, He would do the 
same in the future, day by day. God will take the skills and resources 
we possess, and use them for our good, and His glory. 


Desperate people do desperate things, including seeking out a 
fortune teller. The Bible reconstructs Saul’s desperate desire for 
information prior to fighting at the Battle of Gilboa. The Philistines 
were camped out in Shunem, while the Israelites camped at Gilboa. 


Samuel was dead, and Saul wanted to know if he should engage the 
Philistines. When Saul enquired of the Lord, the Lord answered Him 
not, “neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets” (1 Sam. 28:1- 
6). Saul’s solution was to seek out a woman with a familiar spirit so he 
could go and talk with her (28:7). Such a woman was found in Endor, 
located three miles on the eastern side of the Hill of Moreh which is 
by the side of Shunem, where the Philistines were camped. 


Putting on a disguise, Saul risked his life by circumventing the whole 
right side of the army of the Philistines to reach Endor, and then 
returning to his own military camp. It was an amazing 
accomplishment (28:8-25). 


What king Saul discovered after finding the Witch of Endor is that 
God had not changed His mind; he would meet with military defeat if 
he engaged the enemy. What did Saul do? The next day Saul engaged 
the Philistines. The Battle of Mount Gilboa took place, and Saul was 
put to death. 


Saul’s inguiry of the Witch of Endor in 1 Samuel 28: is in stark 
contrast to David’s inquiry of the Lord regarding pressing his 
advantage against the Amalekites at Ziklag (1 Sam. 30:7) 


THE BOOK OF 
2 SAMUEL 


Unknown, perhaps around 950 BC (during Solomon's reign) 


In 1 Samuel, the lives of Samuel, Saul, and David are prominent. The 
contrast between the fall of the house of King Saul, and the rise of 
David is especially poignant. With Saul’s tragic death at the Battle of 
Gilboa, attention is turned to David, king of Judah, and then, king of 
all Israel. 


Killing the Messenger: 2 Samuel 1 


The book of 2 Samuel opens with the report of the death of Saul by a 
young man that thought he could capitalize on the king’s death and be 
rewarded. According to the Amalekite, he personally gave the coup de 
gras (French, “blow of mercy”) to Saul, who was mortally wounded. 
Then, the young man took the king’s crown, and bracelet, and brought 
them to David, no doubt believing he would be thanked, and 
generously rewarded because he brought such good news (1:1-10). 


The young man was wrong. When David heard the report of the death 
of Saul, he entered into a state of deep mourning for the fallen king, 
for Jonathan his son, for the people of the Lord, and for the northern 
tribes of Israel, for they had perished by the sword (1:11-12). 


Then, David turned his attention to the Amalekite messenger, with 
whom he was very angry. David had a question to ask. “How wast 
thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the Lord's 
anointed?” (2 Sam. 1:14). The Amalekite had no good answer, and was 
immediately executed (2 Sam. 1:13-16). 


A Sad Song to Sing 


After avenging the death of Saul upon the young Amalekite, David 
composed a song of lamentation over the house of Saul saying, “The 
beauty of Israel is slain upon the high places: how are the mighty 
fallen! 20 Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon; 
lest the daughter of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughter of the 
uncircumcised triumph” (2 Sam. 1:17-27). David was a man of 
compassion. He could weep even for his enemies. 


Personal Blessings and Political Success: 2 Samuel 2 
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Following the death and burial of Saul, David enjoyed a season of 
personal blessings, military victories, and political success. 


The personal blessings of David is reflected, in part, by the large 
family David had. Accompanied by his two wives, soldiers, and their 
families, David dwelt in the cities of Hebron. 


The biblical narrative that David had two wives with him at Hebron, 
brings up the problem of polygamy for, to these wives, David added 
more. 


The Wives of David 


e Michal, the Jewess The daughter of King Saul 1 Samuel 
18:27 

e Abigail, the Carmelitess The wife of Nabal 1 
Samuel 25:39-42 

e Ahinoam, the Jereelitess 2 Samuel 
22 

e Maaca 2 Samuel 3:3 

¢ Haggith 2 Samuel 3:4 

e Abital 2 Samuel 3:4 

e Eglah 2 Samuel 3:5 

e Bathsheba The wife of Uriah the Hittite 2 


Samuel 12:24 


Additional Wives and Concubines 
2 Samuel 5:13-15; 1 Chronicles 14:3-5 


The divine ideal for marriage is monogamy (Gen. 2:18-24; Matt. 19:4- 
6; 1 Cor. 6:16). Only because of the hardness of men’s hearts, has 
polygamy, like divorce, been tolerated by God to a certain degree. 


When David took unto himself Michal as a wife, he honored the divine 
ideal. When he multiplied wives, he went beyond the known will of the 
Lord, and exasperated his willful disobedience as a king. 


The Law of Moses anticipated the appointment of a king in Israel, but 
set the boundaries for the king. He was not to acquire many wives, or 
else his heart would be turned from the Lord (Deut. 17:14-17). 


Consider 
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There is a passage in 2 Samuel 12:8 which deserves some attention on 
the subject of polygamy, because it seems to teach that God approved 
the multiplication of wives by David, and promoted the practice. 
Speaking through the prophet Nathan, the Lord said to David, “And I 
gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, 
and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been 
too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such 
things” (2 Sam. 12:8). 


In context, the prophet reminds David that he inherited all of Saul’s 
possessions and properties. If that had not been enough, God would 
have given David more possessions. It is not God’s approval of 
polygamy which is the main point Nathan was making, but the general 
possessions David inherited, which included Saul’s wife and 
concubine (1 Sam. 14:50; 2 Sam. 3:7). 


The full counsel of God, is that kings were not to multiply wives, 
regardless of Oriental custom. David could have taken care of Saul’s 
possessions, including Saul’s wives, without violating the Law. It does 
not appear that David actually married any of Saul’s wives, so his own 
acts of polygamy, such as taking the wife of Uriah the Hittite, reflect 
his own willful transgression. 


Whatever justification may be found for polygamy in the Old 
Testament economy, the ethics of the New Testament Christian is that 
“each man is to have his own wife, and each woman is to have her 
own husband (1 Cor. 7:2, NASB). The spiritual leaders of the church 
are to have only one wife (1 Tim. 3:2). Their example is to be followed 
by the congregates (1 Peter 5:3; Heb. 13:7). A husband and wife 
become one flesh, in the sight of God (1 Cor. 7:2). How can this 
mystical union take place with multiple wives? 


Civil Unrest in Israel Continues 


The death of Saul left a political vacuum in Israel. To fill the void, 
Abner, the commander of Saul’s army, took Ish-bosheth, a son of Saul, 
and made him a king over Israel, with the exception of the tribe of 
Judah, which chose David to be their king. Ish-bosheth reigned for two 
years before being murdered by his own captains (2 Sam. 4:1-7). 
Meanwhile, David reigned over the house of Judah for seven years and 
six months (2:10-11). 


Consider 
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It is instructive to note that Ish-bosheth (Heb. “man of shame”), was 
originally known as Ish-baal (Heb. “man of Baal”). The abhorrence of 
Baal worship by faithful Israelites led to the substitution of the word 
for shame in the place of the Canaanite deity (Holman Bible 
Dictionary). The point is that those who worship false gods engage in 
shameful behavior, and inclined to die an earlier death. Ish-bosheth 
died at the age of forty-four. 


A United Kingdom: 2 Samuel 2 - 5 


Eventually, all the tribal leaders of Israel came to David in Hebron, 
weary with civil wars, and anointed him king over Israel. David was 
thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for forty years 
(5:1-4). 


One of David’s first acts was to go to the city of Jerusalem, conquer 
the Jebusite’s stronghold, or fortress, and rename the area Zion (Heb. 
“mountain”). The same is the City of David (5:6-10; 1 Chron. 11:4-9). 
Jerusalem would be the political capital of Israel, and it would be the 
Spiritual center of attention, for here, the Ark of the Covenant would 
be brought. 


Prayer and praise would be offered in Jerusalem, or Zion, the City of 
David. Isaiah would come and refer to Zion as the City of God in the 
New Age. “Therefore, thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion 
for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste” (Isa. 28:16; 1:27; 
33:5). 


A Desire to Build a Temple: 2 Samuel 7 


Following his military conquests, and the establishment of the capital 
of Israel in Jerusalem, David had an idea. Going to Nathan the 
prophet, king David said unto him, “I dwell in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God dwelleth within curtains” (7:2). David was bothered by 
the fact that while he lived in splendor, the Ark of the Covenant, the 
dwelling place of God was inconspicuous. What David wanted to do 
was to build a beautiful Temple for the Lord God. 


A Delay is not a Denial 


The word of the Lord came to Nathan so he could respond to the 
desire of David’s heart. With the divine response from the Lord, the 
Davidic Covenant was established (7:3-17). David would not be 
permitted to build a Temple to God, but his son would. This delay was 
not a denial to honor the desire of David’s heart. 
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David was not to feel rejected. Indeed, rather than let David build a 
house for the Lord, the Lord was going to build a house for David. 
From David’s royal line would come, not only a Temple for the Lord, 
but the Messiah, who would set up an eternal kingdom. The Messianic 
promises would be amplified in the Psalms, and in the prophets. Study 
Psalm 2, 72, 132, 145; Isaiah 11; Ezekiel 34; and Zechariah. 


The Davidic Covenant of 2 Samuel 7:5- 17, merges with the 
Abrahamic Covenant, for the Lord had promised Abraham that his 
seed would be a blessing to all the nations (Gen. 12:1-3; 15:1-6; 17:9). 
The Messiah would come through the line of David, and be a blessing 
to all the nations. “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands” (Rev. 7:9). 


Expanding Israel’s Territories Through Military Conquest: 2 
Samuel 9 - 10 


In chapters 9 and 10, David returned to the battle fields to fight 
against the Philistines, and subdue them, along with other armies and 
nations, “as he went to recover his border at the Euphrates River” 
(9:1-3). 


Consider 
A Promise Made, a Promise Kept 


Contemporary Dispensationalist, and Messianic Christian Zionists, are 
convinced that the land promises God made to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob are as yet unfulfilled. The Scriptural evidence is otherwise. 
Study the following passages. 


“And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which he sware to give 
unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein” (Joshua 
21:43). 


“And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye 
know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath 
failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spake 
concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath 
failed thereof” joshua 23:14). 


“David smote also Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he 
went to recover his border at the river Euphrates” (2 Sam. 8:3). 


124 


“And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river unto the land 
of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: they brought 
presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life” (1 Kings 4:21). 


“Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, 
according to all that he promised: there hath not failed one word of all 
his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his 
servant” (1 Kings 8:56). 


“Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea in 
multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry. 21 And Solomon 
reigned over all kingdoms from the river unto the land of the 
Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: they brought presents, and 
served Solomon all the days of his life” (1 Kings 4:20-21). 


A Tragic Triangle: 2 Samuel 11 


In the midst of David’s success, the tragic story is told of a tragic 
triangle between David, Bathsheba, and her husband, Uriah the 
Hittite. It is a story of lust, deceit, betrayal, and murder. In a time 
when kings went forth to battle, David lingered at the palace. The 
occasion came when David saw a beautiful woman bathing. The 
sensual passions of David were aroused. The king sent for the woman 
whose name was Bathsheba, and engage in an inappropriate 
relationship with her. Bathsheba became pregnant. 


In desperation, David and Bathsheba tried to cover their sin. Sending 
for Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah, the king suggested he return home 
for rest and recreation. Uriah was an honorable man and loyal to his 
soldiers. He could not go home when his men were compelled to 
encamp in open fields (11:1-11). 


When enticement to enjoy the comforts of home failed, David held a 
banquet for Uriah. The objective was to get him drunk enough to go 
home and spend intimate time with Bathsheba so there could be a 
pretense the child she carried would be his. Again, Uriah refused to 
go home and be with Bathsheba (11:12). 


With cleverness spawned by the devil himself, David wrote a letter to 
Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. The loyal solider and faithful 
servant of the king carried his own death warrant, for Joab was 
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instructed to place Uriah in a fierce battle with the enemy, and then 
withdraw support from him. As it was planned, the assassination of 
Uriah was accomplished under the disguise of general warfare. David 
was informed that his dark deed was done. “Uriah the Hittite is dead”, 
said the messenger to the king (11:13-23). 


Bathsheba played her part well in this adult game of intrigue, and 
murder. When she heard that Uriah her husband was dead, “she 
mourned for her husband” (11:26). Of course, she did. Then, after an 
appropriate amount of time passed, Bathsheba went to David and 
became his eighth wife (11:27). 


Exposed and Condemned: 2 Samuel 12 


Because no action can escape the eyes of the Lord, God sent his 
prophet Nathan to confront David with a convicting story (12:1-7). 
The heart of David was smitten, and while he sincerely repented, 
there was going to be a high price to pay. Never again would his own 
house know peace (12:10). His many wives would be ravished openly 
by others (12:11). What was done in secret would be made known to 
all the world (12:13). The child that was to be born was to die (12:14). 
So many people are affected by the sins of others. Desperately did 
David plead with God to spare the life of the child, but news was 
brought to him. The child is dead (12:15-19). Study Psalm 51. 


The Sins of the Father Continue: 2 Samuel 13 - 14 


The sons of David repeat his mistakes in their misguided behavior, 
beginning with the rape of Tamar by her half-brother, Amnon (13:1- 
17). When the rape of Tamar was reported to her brother Absalom, he 
was enraged and plotted a way to kill Amnon. The exacting of revenge 
by Absalom against Amnon took two years to develop, and then the 
deed was done. Word was sent to the king, “Amnon is dead”, and 
Absalom is in hiding. Several years would pass before Absalom could 
be reconciled to his father over the murder of Amnon (13:18-14:33). 


Absalom’s Rebellion: 2 Samuel 15 - 18 


The reconciliation that took place at the royal palace between David 
and Absalom was superficial. A seed of bitterness had been sown in 
the heart of Absalom when David delayed seeing him after Absalom 
returned to Jerusalem. The seed of bitterness took root and grew, 
until it manifested itself in the plot to kill his father, and take over the 
throne. This plot was forty years in the making, but intrigue, and 
patricide was in the mind of Absalom. He was tired of waiting. He 
would take action, having won the hearts of many people (15:1-13). 
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When David was told, “The hearts of the men of Israel are after 
Absalom”, David took some of his servants and fled the city of 
Jerusalem, knowing that he could not escape Absalom (15:14-30). 


For the second time, David was forced to flee from his own home to 
the wilderness. The hunter has become the hunted. 


The End of the Rebellion 


The rebellion finally ended when Absalom fled from the pursing forces 
of Joab, got his long hair entangled in the low hanging branches of a 
tree, and then had his heart pierced with three spears by Joab as he 
was suspended in the air, his horse having fled from under him. Ten 
young men then surrounded Absalom and killed him. His body was 
thrown, without ceremony, in a great pit, and heavy stones were 
placed on top of him (15:31 - 18:17). 


Unfortunately, Absalom’s rebellion did not end before the prophetic 
words of Nathan could be fulfilled. The concubines of David were 
sexually violated by him in the sight of all Israel (16:22). 


When word reached David that Absalom was dead, he wept once 
more, as he had wept for Saul and Jonathan. His commander in chief 
of the army, Joab, had to encourage him to stop crying over his 
enemies, and be the king God intended for him to be. It was good 
counsel (18:24-19:7). 


“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven: 2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and 
a time to pluck up that which is planted; 3 A time to kill, and a time to 
heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4 A time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance” (Eccl. 3:1- 
4). 


The Last Days of David: 2 Samuel 19 - 20 


In the sunset years of his life, David returned as king to rule over 
Israel, to show mercy and grace to individuals, such as Shimei (2 Sam. 
19:15-23), and Mephibosheth, the crippled son of Saul (19:24-30), and 
Barzillai, the sixty-year-old Gileadite (19:31-39). 


What David could not cease to stop, was the petty jealousies between 
representatives of the ten northern tribes of Israel, and the 
representatives of the tribe of Judah. Individuals argued over 
privileges, position, and power, in trying to be near the king (2 
Samuel 19:40-43). 
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The Disloyalty of Sheba 


There was one man in Israel who did not want to be near the king. In 
fact, he wanted people to have nothing to do with David. Sheba 
convinced many to be as disloyal to David as he was. “So, every man 
of Israel went up from after David, and followed Sheba the son of 
Bichri” (2 Sam. 20:2a). Only the men of the tribe of Judah remained 
committed to their king (20:2b). 


After a period of sober reflection, David realized how dangerous to his 
reign Sheba could be, David knew he had to destroy this new enemy. 
The mission fell to Joab and his men. During the pursuit that followed, 
Sheba fled to the city of Abel of Beth-maachah, where he was 
betrayed. As Sheba had betrayed his God, country, and king. Women 
cut off the head of Sheba and tossed it before Joab. The rebellion was 
over, and the city was spared destruction (20:3-23). 


The End of an Era: 2 Samuel 21 - 24 


The final chapters of 2 Samuel record a series of events that are not in 
chronological order, but reflect the heart of the king. 


A House of Blood 


The first narrative deals with a famine in the land. According to the 
Bible, there are some weather events that are directly related to man- 
made conditions. When Saul, and his bloody house killed the 
Gibeonites, the weather condition in Israel was affected. “Then there 
was a famine in the days of David three years” (2 Sam. 20:1). 


When David asked the leaders of the Gibeonites what restitution they 
required, the response was surprising. There was no financial 
compensation requested, but a sense of justice. Seven descendants 
were to be given the Gibeonites for execution. The request was 
granted. Seven descendants of Saul were turned over to the 
Gibeonites, and they were executed at the same time. Their death was 
by hanging (20:1-10). 


Then David gathered the bones of Saul and Jonathan and gave them a 
proper place of burial (20:12-14). With that, “God was intreated for 
the land.” It was going to rain again. The famine was over, and so was 
a large part of David’s life. He would die at 70 years of age. 


A House of Pride 
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In chapters 22 and 23, there are two large Davidic poems which 
commemorate his life, and the everlasting Covenant God made with 
him (23:5). 


Chapter 24 provides the narrative of yet another sin of the Sweet 
Singer of Israel, the sin of pride. David numbered the people of Israel 
for no other reason than because he was lifted up with pride over the 
great nation which he ruled. The numbers were impressive. The army 
of Israel alone numbered 800 thousand valiant men of war. The 
kingdom of Judah provided 500 thousand more soldiers. It was a 
formable army, but it also took away from ultimate dependance on 
God. “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will 
remember the name of the Lord our God” (Psalms 20:7). 


Nevertheless, it was wrong for David to do what he did. Many people 
paid a terrible price for David’s transgression, despite his repentance 
(24:10-17). 


With Hope for the Future 


The last few verses of 2 Samuel tell how David purchased the land 
from Araunah that would be the place where the Temple would 
eventually be built (24:18-25). “So, David bought the threshing floor 
and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25 And David built there an 
altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 
So, the Lord was intreated for the land, and the plague was stayed 
from Israel” (2 Sam. 24:24-25). There was hope for the future. 


Lessons to Learn 
2 Samuel 


Do Not Oppose the Lord’s Anointed 


As the Amalekite learned, it is not good to take credit for opposing the 
Lord’s anointed, if that individual has proven themselves to be 
unworthy of respect. Christians are to pray “for kings, and for all that 
are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty” (1 Tim. 2:2). 


There is Sin in Polygamy 


The fact that David multiplied wives unto himself demonstrated a 
blatant disregard for the Law, and for the divine ideal. While David is 
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worthy of being emulated in many areas of his life, no one should find 
freedom to violate the known will of the Lord just because others do. 


Do Not Try to Promote Yourself 


There is no need for self-promotion in the Christian’s life. It was the 
Lord who promoted David by establishing his authority in the sight of 
all the people. It is the Lord who will exalt any person to leadership of 
His own choosing. No Christian should seek to exalt self in kingdom 
work. 


You May not be the Right Instrument 


Sometimes a grand idea can only be accomplished by someone else. 
This does not mean the idea is not valid, or the desire of the heart is 
not worthy. It does mean that God is the one who will do the specific 
work in His kingdom. 


Seek the Will of God 


God has a plan for our lives linguistically, what He wants us to say, 
occupationally, what He wants us to do, and geographically, where He 
wants us to be. When David moved outside these three spheres of 
God’s plan for his life, there was one disaster after another. Many 
people were hurt, a child died, and the scars of sin remained for the 
world to consider for generations to come. 


Confirm the Counsel You Receive 


Be careful about the counsel you receive. The counsel of Ahithophel 
encouraged Absalom to greater acts of evil, by seducing his father’s 
concubines (2 Sam. 16:15-23). “Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight is in the law of the 
Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be 
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit 
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in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper” (Psalm 1:1-3). 


There is Man Made Climate Change 


There is a modern debate as to whether or not weather conditions are 
changed by men, or simply a product of nature. Though the Bible does 
not address the issue of Climate Change by that name, there are a 
number of stories in Scripture that indicate man does change the 
weather by being moral, or immoral. Study Genesis 6 - 8; 18:16 - 
19:29; 2 Samuel 21; James 5:17. 


When Despondent, Sing unto the Lord 


It is always good to sing unto the Lord, especially when the heart is 
despondent. “O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful 
noise to the rock of our salvation. 2 Let us come before his presence 
with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 3 
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods” (Psalms 
95:1-3). In every situation in life remember to sing a spiritual song. 


THE BOOK OF 


1 KINGS 


Unknown, perhaps Jeremiah about 560 BC 


Though united in the Jewish Bible, in the Protestant Bible, the Book of 
Kings is divided to continue the narrative of what happened to Israel. 
Under the leadership of David, the Lord has united all the tribes of 
Israel, forming a powerful and prosperous nation, which was 
advanced under King Solomon, David’s son. While the book is 
attributed to Jeremiah, 


The Lord had also promised that from the line of David would come a 
Messianic King. Study 2 Samuel 7:10, 12-16; 1 Chronicles 17:11-15; 2 
Chronicles 6:16 There are important references to the Davidic 
Covenant in Jeremiah 23:5; 30:9; Isaiah 9:7; 11:1; Luke 1:32, 69; Acts 
13:34; and Revelation 3:7. 


The Davidic Covenant 
Key Provisions 
Israel shall have a land. 
David shall have a child to succeed him and establish his throne. 
The son, Solomon, shall build the Temple unto the Lord. 
The throne of David shall be established forever in the Messiah 
King. 


The Kings of Israel 


As might be expected, the kings that came after David were a mixture 
of men. Some were good and walked in the righteous way of David, 
while others did evil in the sight of God. When the kingdom divided, 
the pattern of both good and bad rulers remained the same, at least in 
the Southern Kingdom, formed by the union of two tribes, Judah, and 
Benjamin. The ten tribes that formed the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
had only wicked kings. From the death of Solomon to the Babylonian 
Exile, twenty kings ruled over the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and 
twenty kings ruled over the Southern Kingdom of Israel. 


Consider 


Flexibility is needed when trying to date the reigns of the kings of 
Israel. Many traditional dates are accepted, though critical dates 
provide an alternative timeframe. There are several reasons why 
dating an event in the ancient world can be elusive, such as the 
existence of co-regencies, and rival reigns. Your own studies might 
lead to different dates than the ones suggested here. 


King 
Saul 
David 
Solomon 


King 


Jeroboam I 
Nadab 

2 
Baasha 
Elah 
Zimri 

7 days 
Omri (overlap) 


Ahab 
Ahaziah 

1 
Joram/Jehoram 
Jehu 


Jehoahaz (Joahaz) 


16 


Joash Jehoash) 
Jeroboam II (overlap) 


40 
Zechariah 
months 
Shallum 
days 
Menahem 
Pekahiah 


KINGS OF THE 
UNITED ISRAEL 


Reign How Long 
1051 - 1011 40 years 

1011 - 971 40 years 
971 - 931 40 years 


KINGS OF THE 
NORTHERN NATION OF ISRAEL 


Main Characteristic Years of Reign 


Rebellious 931 - 910 BC 2 
Wicked 910 - 909 BC 
Wicked 909 - 886 BC 24 
Evil 886 - 885 BC 2 
Sinful 885 BC 
Evil 885 - 874 BC 12 
Evil 874 - 853 BC pal 
Disobedient 853 - 852 BC 
Bad 852 - 841 BC 11 
Moderate 841 - 814 BC 28 
Noncompliant 814 - 798 BC 
Wayward 798 - 782 BC 16 
Sinful 793 - 753 BC 
Evil 753 BC 6 
Wicked 752 BC 30 
Bad 752 - 742 BC 10 
Idolatrous 742 - 740 BC 2 


Pekah (overlap) Bad 7o2.+./32 BC 20 
Hoshea Evil 732 - 722 BC 9 


KINGS OF THE 
SOUTHERN NATION OF JUDAH 

King Main Characteristic Years’ of 
Reign 

Rehoboam Bad 931 - 913 BC 

ad Wicked 913 - 911 BC 
Asa : Good 911-870 BC 

ta ae. (overlap) Righteous 873 - 848 BC 

ssinoe ones (overlap) Terrible 853 - 841 BC 
Ahaziah 2 Bad 841 BC 

an (queen) Evil 841 - 835 BC 

Joash Cai Good 835 - 796 BC 

Meer Good 796 - 767 BC 
eye (overlap) Respectable 792 - 740 
Jotham (overlap) Honorable 750 - 732 BC 


Ahaz Evil 735 - 716 BC 
ein Good 716 - 687 BC 
ee Repentant 697 - 641 BC 
eis Evil 643 - 641 BC 
Josiah Gece Very good 641 - 609 BC 
Jehoahaz eae Shallum) Bad 609 BC 
days 90 
Jehoiakim (Eliakim) Evil 609 - 598 BC 
Jehoiachin aoHaas Bad 597 BC 
Zedekiah (Mattaniah Unwise 597 - 586 BC 


* “King’s and Prophets Timeline” (Rose Publishing) 
*Walk Thru the Bible 


Five Main Narratives 


The story of 1 Kings begins with Solomon building a Temple for the 
Lord in the Holy City. The book ends with the reign over Israel in 
Samaria by Ahaziah, the son of Ahab. For two years Ahaziah reigned 
and “did evil in the sight of the Lord, “and walked in the way of his 
father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin: 53 For he served Baal, and 
worshipped him, and provoked to anger the Lord God of Israel, 
according to all that his father had done” (1 Kings 22:52 - 53). 


In between chapter 1 and chapter 22 is the explanation of how the 
United Kingdom divided (chapters 12 - 16), the ministry of Elijah 
(chapters 17 - 20), and the treachery of Jezebel and Ahab against 
Naboth (chapter 21). 


A Dying King: 1 Kings 1 
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At 70 years of age, King David had lived an extraordinary life. The 
Lord took a shepherd of the hills, and made him a shepherd over a 
nation. For forty years David led the people of Israel. Study 2 Samuel 
5:4, 5 


During his reign, David had united all the tribes, expanded the 
territorial borders, built a majestic military force, and laid the 
groundwork for the construction of a Temple. “Now king David was 
old and stricken in years” (1:1). 


The impending death of David led to court intrigue. Seizing the 
moment, Adonijah, the son of Haggith, promoted himself saying, “I 
will be king.” Preparations were made to that end. A day of coronation 
was set. Chariots and horsemen, and fifty men were appointed to run 
before him to make the royal announcement. Haggith had the support 
of Joab, the Commander in Chief of the Army of Israel (1:3-7). 


However, Haggith did not have the support of the Lord, or the priests 
of Israel (1:8). It was the will of God that Solomon, the second son of 
Bathsheba, be made king when David stepped from time into eternity. 
The prophet Nathan spoke to Bath-sheba, and counseled her to go to 
David, and remind the king of his previous commitment, to make 
Solomon his successor. Bathsheba did as she was instructed. She was 
joined in her entreaty with David by Nathan. For a brief moment, the 
king revived. His strength returned, and with wisdom he instructed 
his faithful servants how to handle the situation. Solomon would 
immediately be crowned king (1:11-39). The instructions of David 
were followed, and Solomon was made king. As king, he showed 
mercy to his rival brother, and civil war was avoided (1:40-53). 


David’s Final Counsel: 1 Kings 2 


Knowing he was going to die, David charged his son Solomon to 
present himself as a strong leader to the people. David exhorted 
Solomon to fear the Lord God, and keep the statutes and 
commandments of God. That part of his drying counsel was good, and 
followed in the final words of Moses, Joshua, and Samuel (2:1-4). 


The next part of David’s dying speech was not so honorable. David 
instructed Solomon to engage in political retaliation. Joab, the 
Commander in Chief of the army, was to be put to death because he 
had proven himself to be treacherous (2:5-6, 28-34). Shimei was to 
die, for he once cursed David (2:8-9, 36-46). 


Solomon understood what his father wanted done, and complied. 
Then, in order to consolidate his new position as king, Solomon had 
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Adonijah, his half-brother, put to death (2:10-25), and Abiathar, the 
priest who had opposed him, sent into political exile (2:26-27). 


A Prayer that Pleased God: 1 Kings 3 - 4 


The initial phase of Solomon’s reign was characterized by retaliatory 
murder, political assassination, the installation of his own people in 
critical positions in society, forming an unholy alliance with Egypt, 
marrying a foreign woman, and allowing idolatry into the Land of 
Promise. (3:1-2). Then, Solomon did something which pleased the 
Lord. He prayed and asked God to give him wisdom to rule over Israel 
(3:3-14). The Lord promised to give Solomon the wisdom he needed. 


Unusual wisdom was needed to rule Israel, reflected in a situation 
involving a child. Two women asked the king to make a custody 
decision. Both claimed to be the mother of the baby. How was the 
matter to be decided? Calling for a sword, Solomon commanded the 
baby be cut in half. The maternal instincts of the child’s mother 
surfaced to protect the life God gave to her. Immediately the mother 
cried out not to kill the child. It was enough for Solomon to know to 
whom to give the baby (3:16-27). “And all Israel heard of the 
judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king: for 
they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment (3:28). 
Solomon’s wisdom became so well known that people from many 
nations came to visit with him (4:29-34). 


In addition to wisdom, the Lord prospered Israel with wealth 
unimagined by the Exodus Generation, an explosive population (4:20). 
There was plenty of food to feed the royal court; they lacked nothing 
(4:22, 27). Twelve thousand horsemen protected the king (4:26). 


A Beautiful Temple: 1 Kings 5 - 8 


With the nation at peace, home and abroad, and with economic 
prosperity for the people, Solomon built the Temple his father David 
had desired to construct. It was majestic in size, and breathtaking in 
beauty, as described in Scripture. Best of all, God dwelt in the midst 
of His people. 


Some of the descriptive images associated with Solomon’s Temple are 
reminiscent of the Garden of Eden where once more God and man 
meet. Once more God is in close fellowship with His people. 


A Second Visitation from the Lord: 1 Kings 9 


Once Solomon had finished building the Temple, and his own splendid 
palace, once Solomon had pursued all that he wished to do in life, the 
Lord appeared to him a second time (9:1-2). God had a message in 
three paragraphs. 


First Paragraph. God reminded Solomon that his prayer had been 
heard, and honored. Solomon had been blessed, and made secure 
(9:3). 


Second Paragraph. God entered into a Covenant with Solomon. If 
Solomon would walk with integrity before the Lord, his throne would 
be established forever (9:4-5) 


Third Paragraph. If Solomon failed to walk with the Lord, and if he 
failed to enforce the holy will of God upon his family, and society, 
Israel would be dispersed as a national entity (9:4-9). 


Additional Blessings from the Lord 


Money. With the hand of God upon his life, the wealth and wisdom of 
Solomon continued to grow. Hiram, king of Tyre who had furnished 
Solomon with cedar trees, and fir trees, and gold to build the Temple, 
continued to pay tribute to the ruler of Israel. In addition, gold was 
received from other sources as well. “Now the weight of gold that 
came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and threescore and six 
talents of gold” (2 Chron. 9:13). Solomon’s 666 talents of gold 
translate to 25 tons of gold, weighing 49, 950 pounds. If an ounce of 
gold (troy weight) is valued at $393, the 666 talents of gold would be 
worth almost $287, 800, 000 in one year. Some of Solomon’s wealth 
came from tribute money collected from the traditional enemies of 
Israel (9:20-22). 


Five Tribal-Nations in Canaan 
Joshua 3:10; 1 Kings 9:20-21 
Amorites 
Hittites 
Perizzites 
Hivites 
Jebusites 


Property. Having constructed The Temple, and a palace for himself, 
Solomon built Gezer, Beth-horon, Baalath, Tadmor in the desert, and 
many other communities (9:17-19). 


Apes and Peacocks. With a standing army, which included 
charioteers, horses, a calvary, and foot soldiers, Solomon built a navy 
for protection, transportation of exotic animals, and exploration (9:26- 
28; 10:22). 


Fame. Of the many nations that sent representatives to visit Solomon, 
and witness his wisdom, none became so memorable as the Queen of 
Sheba. She was impressed (10:1-10). “And king Solomon gave unto 
the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that 
which Solomon gave her of his royal bounty. So, she turned and went 
to her own country, she and her servants” (10:13). 


Analyzing a Reversionist 


Backsliding is the Biblical terms used by the prophets to describe the 
unfaithfulness to God by the Hebrew people. Study Proverbs 14:14; 
Jeremiah 2:19; 3:6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 22; 8:5; 14:7; 31:22 


The Hebrew word for backslider is meshuwab. It refers to apostasy, 

or a falling away. To backslide is to fall away from the truth. It is to 
revert to sin, or wrongdoing. It is to lapse morally, in the practice of 
religion. To backslide is to revert to thinking and acting like an 
unconverted and ungodly person. 


When Solomon married his foreign wives, and allowed idolatry to 
flourish in Israel, he became a Backslider, One Who Falls Away from 
the Truth, a Reversionist. Study 1 Kings 9:24; 11:3 


The sexual lust that burned in Solomon’s soul was insatiable. Not even 
700 wives and 300 concubines could satisfy this proclivity. Despite a 
Divine prohibition, the wives and concubines were from heathen 
nations that opposed the worship of the Lord God of Israel. Solomon 
clave to his women in love. 


“Of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children of 
Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: 
for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon 
clave unto these in love” (1 Kings 11:2). 


A Throne of Emeralds 


To his insatiable appetite for sex, political wives, and free libido, 
Solomon made a great throne for himself, of ivory, and overlaid it with 
the best gold (10:18-20). It was impressive, intimidating, and 


139 


immensely inappropriate. When Solomon built his throne, his heart 
was in a State of reversionism. 


Slave Labor 


To his sexual sins, pride, and excessive personal wealth, Solomon 
added the horror of enslaving others to complete his many building 
projects. Solomon did this as a Reversionist, an Apostate, as one who 
has fallen away from walking with God. There were 80,000 hewers of 
stone, and 70,000 transporters forced into royal servitude to build the 
Temple. Study Deuteronomy 17; 1 Kings 5:13; 9:22 


God’s Guidelines for the Kings of Israel 
Deuteronomy 17 


e The king must be recognized as divinely appointed v.14 
e The king must an Israelite v.15 

e The king is not to multiply horses v. 16 

e The king is not to lead the people back to bondage in Egypt v. 16 
e The king is not to multiples wives for himself v.17 
e The king is not to amass a great fortune for himself Vib 7 
e The king is to keep a copy of the Law before him v.18 

e The king shall read the Book of the Law of the Lord v. 19 
e The king must fear the Lord God v. 19 
e The king must keep diligently all the words of the Law v. 19 
Idolatry 


Sin is like an octopus, in that it has many tentacles, reaching out to 
touch and affect many facets of the soul. Having disregarded his 
marital responsibility to be the husband of one wife, Solomon allowed 
his wives to turn his heart away from the Lord. The wisest of all men 
foolishly embraced false gods. In doing this, Solomon did evil (Heb. 
ra’) in the sight of the Lord. Solomon did not make a mistake. He did 
not err in judgment. Solomon committed evil. For the evil he did, 
Solomon would be judged. Specifically, his majestic kingdom would be 
taken from him. Study 1 Kings 11:1-14 


The Sins of the Parents: 1 Kings 12-16 


A Divided Nation 


Name Tribes Capital 
Place of Worship 
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e The Northern Kingdom of Israel 10 Samaria Dan, 
Beer-sheba 
e The Southern Kingdom of Judah 2 Jerusalem 


Temple in Jerusalem 


While every person is responsible for their own decisions in life, the 
sins of parents can be visited on the children, for children tend to 
imitate the parents. The greed and lasciviousness found in Solomon, 
was conveyed to his son and successor, Rehoboam (Heb. “he enlarges 
the people”). He reigned c. 931 - 913 BC. 


When Rehoboam tried to increase the tax burden on the people, there 
was a national revolt against such tyranny. The kingdom divided. The 
northern tribes revolted, and appointed Jeroboam I to be their king. 
Only two tribes, Judah and Benjamin remained with the house of 
Solomon. For all of his loss, Rehoboam continued doing evil, like his 
father before him. Study 1 Kings 14:21-24 


Civil War in Israel 


Much of the rest of the narrative in 1 Kings tells the story of civil war 
that ensued after the kingdom was divided because of the foolishness 
of Rehoboam. Like every civil war, the story is that of uncivil behavior. 
Each part of the divided Israel would have a succession of kings, 
indicating national uncertainty, and political intrigue. The divine 
interest in each of the kings, about 20 in each nation, prior to their 
respective conquests, was whether or not the king worshipped the 
Lord God of Israel alone, or engaged in acts of idolatry. Heaven 
wanted to know who remained faithful to the Covenant like David, and 
who became corrupt and unjust. The divine evaluation is that no good 
king was found in the Northern Kingdom, from Jeroboam I to Hosea. 
In the Southern Kingdom, only 8 of the 20 kings were found faithful. 


The Prophets of God: 1 Kings 17 


While the country was tearing itself apart, and careening from one 
king to another, God sent some important prophets to speak on behalf 
of the Lord. The primary role of the prophet was not to foretell the 
future, though some did, but to communicate the mind of God, and be 
the conscience of the nation. The prophets opposed foreign alliances, 
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idolatry, witchcraft, and social injustice. The prophets reminded the 
people they were to be a light to the nations by precept and practice. 


Generally speaking, the prophets were not popular. On one occasion 
Elijah cried out to God saying, “Lord, they have killed thy prophets, 
and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my 
life. 4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to 
myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the 
image of Baal” (Rom. 11:3-4). 


In the Northern Kingdom of Israel, the most prominent prophets were 
Elijah, and his disciple Elisha. Study 1 Kings 17 - 2 Kings 8 


The main antagonist Elijah had to face was King Ahab, who had been 
corrupted by his wife Jezebel. This foreign queen began to serve the 
Phoenician god Baal, and worshipped him. To appease his wife, Ahab 
set up an altar for Baal in a special temple he built in Samaria (1 
Kings 16:31-32). 


The Battle of the Gods: 1 Kings 18 


A dramatic confrontation came when Elijah, the prophet of God, 
challenged the priests of Baal to a spiritual dual in order to bring rain 
to Israel. King Ahab gathered all of Israel to Mt. Carmel, along with 
450 prophets of the false god Baal, supported by 400 prophets of the 
false goddess Asherah (18:19). 


Once the prophets of Baal, and the people of Israel had gathered, 
Elijah rose to say, “How long halt ye between two opinions? if the 
Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people 
answered him not a word” (18:21). 


Because the people of Israel were non responsive, and led by the 
Spirit of God, Elijah suggested an altar be prepared by the prophets of 
Baal, with a sacrificial bull to be offered to their god. However, no fire 
could be lit on their altar. The God who answered with fire from the 
sky would be considered to be the one and only true God. “And all the 
people answered and said, It is well spoken (18:22-24). 


The great contest began. 


The prophets of Baal called upon their god, to no avail. In mockery 
Elijah suggested that perhaps Baal was asleep. Perhaps he was gone 
on a long vacation (18:27). The prophets of Baal cried louder, and cut 
themselves to show their own personal blood sacrifice. “And it came 
to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of 
the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor 
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any to answer, nor any that regarded” (18:29). There was only the 
sound of silence. There was no fire from heaven. 


When the prophets had exhausted themselves, Elijah had the people 
pour twelve large jars of water over the altar to saturate the wood, 
and fill the trench (18:30-35). Then, Elijah prayed, and God answered. 
There was fire from heaven (18:36-39). The prophets of Baal were 
proven to be false, and were properly executed according to the Law 
of Moses. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 
Study James 5:16 


Murder and Mayhem in the Royal Court: 1 Kings 19 


When the Lord sent rain because Elijah prayed, and when Jezebel 
heard that her prophets had been judicially executed, she was 
enraged. She would exact the law of Jex talionis, the law of retaliation, 
whereby a punishment resembles the offense committed in kind and 
degree. Jezebel determined there would be an eye for an eye, and a 
life for a life to avenge her god, Baal, and his prophets. “Then Jezebel 
sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and 
more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by tomorrow 
about this time” (1 Kings 19:2). 


The Lord protected his servant Elijah in a miraculous way, but not 
before Elijah went through a period of great depression, to the point 
he wanted to die. While fleeing from Jezebel, Elijah came to Beer- 
sheba in Judah, and sat down under a juniper tree. Fearful for his life, 
exhausted from running, Elijah prayed and said, “It is enough; now, O 
Lord, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers” (19:4). 


Then, falling into a fitful sleep, Elijah was touched by an angel after 
he had rested. When he was fully awoke, he noted there was food and 
water to refresh him. Here was a meal cooked by an angel from 
heaven (19:5-8). 


Making his way to a cave, Elijah paused to rest. Once more the Word 
of the Lord came to him. This was a day of divine visitation (19:9-14). 
Elijah was informed he was not going to die. The Lord had much work 
for him to do. Specifically, Elijah must go and anoint Hazael to be king 
over Syria, and Jehu to be king over Israel. The point is established. It 
is the Lord God who appoints the rulers of all nations on earth (19:15- 
16). 


By faith, Elijah believed the Lord, and went forth to obey, believing 
God had a faithful remanent who had not bowed before Baal (19:17- 
18). 
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Finding a Faithful Helper 


Leaving the security of his cave, Elijah departed and found a faithful 
follower in Elisha, who was plowing in his field. “Elijah passed by him, 
and cast his mantle upon him” (19:19). Elisha understood the 
significance to the prophetic mantle. After a fellowship meal, Elsha 
“arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him” (19:20-21). 


War Between Syria and Israel: 1 Kings 20 


Soon after the call of Elisha to full time ministry by Elijah, Ben-Hadad, 
the king of Syria, waged war against Ahab, king of Northern Israel. 
Beh-hadad believed he had a superior military force, because he 
besieged Samaria (the capital of the Northern Kingdom) with horses 
and chariots (20:1). 


Beh-hadad then engaged in propaganda warfare by sending 
messengers to Ahab, king of Israel, saying, “Thy silver and thy gold is 
mine; thy wives also and thy children, even the goodliest, are mine” 
(20:2-3). What Ben-Hadad wanted was a bloodless victory for, “The 
supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting” (Sun 
Tzu). 


To the surprise of Ben-Hadad, the king of Israel agreed! Ahab 
completely capitulated, saying to the messengers of Syria, “My lord, O 
king, according to thy saying, I am thine, and all that I have” (20:4). It 
was an astonishing moment. Ahab really thought that his 
appeasement to the ruthless king, Beh-Hadad, would bring peace in 
his time. It was an illusion. 


Fortunately, wise counsel was given to Ahab by his advisers, and the 
capitulation was rescinded (20:7-9). There would be war. However, 
the battle did not go as Ben-Hadad had envisioned (20:10-12). Ben- 
Hadad had not counted upon the Lord God of Israel to become 
involved in the matter. Sending a prophet to Ahab, the king of Israel 
was assured of divine victory (20:13-21). 


A Second Syrian Campaign 


Despite his loss on the field of battle, king Ben-Hadad of Syria did not 
learn from his mistake. As a result, he determined to repeat his error, 
and waged a second war against Israel, with disastrous results (20:22- 
30). Finding himself destitute of soldiers, and fearful of his life, Beh- 
Hadad cast himself on the mercy of King Ahab of Israel. The appeal to 
mercy worked. Not only was Ben-Hadad given his life, Ahab restored 
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to him many cities, including Damascus. A formal peace treaty was 
signed (20:31-34). 


However, what Ahab did in making a Covenant with Ben-Hadad of 
Syria was displeasing to the Lord. A prophet of God was sent to Ahab 
to tell him of his great transgression. And the prophet said unto King 
Ahab, “Thus saith the Lord, Because thou hast let go out of thy hand a 
man whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore thy life shall go 
for his life, and thy people for his people” (20:42). 


On this note, the king of Israel went to his house with a heavy heart, 
and angry. Ahab returned to his capital in Samaria to consider his 
situation (20:43). 


Legal Thievery: 1 Kings 21 


Such is the strength of sin, that no matter how harsh the judgment of 
God may be manifested, individuals will sin again. Instead of 
repenting of the evil of idolatry, Ahab simply moved on to another sin, 
the sin of covetousness. 


The sin of the sovereign of Israel began when Ahab noticed a piece of 
land that produced a rich harvest of grapes. However, the property 
was owned by Naboth. 


When Naboth refused to sell the land, the king went to his royal 
chambers and pouted like a spoiled child that could not have his way 
(21:1-4). 


When Jezebel discovered the source of her husband’s unhappiness, 
she devised a plan to steal the desired property from Naboth. It was a 
simple plan. Naboth would be formally accused of blaspheming God, 
and the king. Two men, the children of Belial, would testify against 
him, as the Law of Moses demanded. Naboth would be found guilty, 
taken outside the city, and stoned to death. The plan Jezebel devised 
was carried out, Naboth was murdered, and his land was confiscated 
(21:5-16). 


However, the legal thievery of Jezebel and Ahab did not bring them 
peace, or happiness. God sent Elijah the Tishbite to the royal couple 
saying, “Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken 
possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs 
lick thy blood, even thine” (21:19). 


The royal madness did not end with the death of Naboth. Many more 
despicable acts were done so that it was said, “there was none like 
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unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of 
the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up” (21:25). 


A Blood Lust for Battle: 1 Kings 22 


Having fought in war, Ernest Hemingway could personally note, 
“There is no hunting like the hunting of man, and those who have 
hunted armed men long enough and liked it, never care for anything 
else thereafter.” The Confederate general, Robert E. Lee said, “It is 
well that war is so terrible, otherwise we should grow too fond of it.” 


After three years of peace between Syria and Israel, Ahab wanted 
another war. There was a longing for battle that could not be satiated 
with peaceful co-existence among his neighbors. It is possible the king 
was simply bored. He needed a diversion, and a pretext to use his vast 
military complex. 


When Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, visited Ahab, the king of Israel, 
a proposal was made to take Ramoth in Gilead from the king of Syria. 
Would King Jehoshaphat become a formal ally with the King of Israel 
to wage war against Syria? “And Jehoshaphat said to the king of 
Israel, I am as thou art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy 
horses” (22:4). 


However, there was one condition. Ahab must ask a prophet of God 
what to do. “And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I 
pray thee, at the word of the Lord to day” (22:5). 


Ahab was hesitant to honor this reasonable request. Perhaps he knew 
his blood lust for battle was inappropriate. Nevertheless, to appease 
his potential ally, King Jehoshaphat of Juda, Ahab, king of Israel, 
gathered the prophets in the entrance of the gate of Samaria. The 
prophets were in agreement. “Go up to Ramoth-Gilead, and prosper 
for the Lord shall deliver it into the king’s hand” (22:10-12). 


This was encouraging news for Ahab. The religious leaders of Israel 
were confirming his political and military ambitions. All the prophets 
were in agreement, except one, Micaiah. When his opinion was asked, 
Micaiah concurred with sanctified sarcasm, which was not lost on 
King Ahab. “And the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go against 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we forbear? And he answered him, 
Go, and prosper: for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king. 
16 And the king said unto him, How many times shall I adjure thee 
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that thou tell me nothing but that which is true in the name of the 
Lord?” (22:13-16,18). 


“No,” King Ahab, “you should not go to battle.” That was the real 
counsel of Micaiah, who had the mind of the Lord on this matter 
(22:17). 


A Lying Spirit 


It was a logical inquiry for King Ahab of Israel, and King Jehoshaphat 
of Judah to ask Micaiah how so many others could be wrong, and he 
be right. The answer, according to Micaiah was this. The majority 
party of prophets were lying (22:19-23). 


For telling the truth, Zedekiah went over to Micaiah and struck him 
on the cheek in unholy anger (22:24). But Micaiah did not recant his 
testimony. It would be as he had predicted if war was waged against 
Syria (22:24-25). 


For standing firm in his divine message, Micaiah was sent by King 
Ahab of Israel to prison (22:26). Then, the king of Israel, and 
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah waged war against Syria with 
predictable results. Ahab was killed in battle, despite a disguise, and 
Jehoshaphat reined over Judah. He was thirty-five years old. His reign 
would last for twenty-five years, living in peace with the northern 
kingdom of Israel (22:27-44). 


One of the most important polices Jehoshaphat carried out during his 
reign was to remove the sodomites, the homosexuals from the land 
(22:46). No nation can surived when homosexuality is prevelant and 
allowed to flourish. 


The Book of 1 Kings ends with the death of Jehoshaphat, king of 
Judah, and the reign of Ahaziah, son of Ahab, king of northern Israel. 
Like his father Ahab, Ahaziah “did evil in the sight of the Lord. He 
served Baal, and provoked the anger of the Lord God of Israel (22:52- 
5S). 


Lessons to Learn 
1 Kings 
Conditional and Unconditional Covenants 


A Conditional Covenant is made when two or more parties promise to 
perform certain actions, with stated consequences if the conditions 
are not honored. The Covenant God made Israel concerning the Land 
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of Promise was conditioned upon gospel obedience. Study Exodus 19 - 
24 


An Unconditional Covenant is an agreement between two or more 
parties without stipulations recorded for fulfillment of the agreement. 
Reformed Theologians point to the Covenant of Grace to illustrate this 
idea, whereby God promised to send the seed of the woman to crush 
the head of the serpent. “And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). 


Jesus fulfilled this Covenant of Grace when He rose from among the 
dead. “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out. 32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me” (JJohn 12:31 - 32). The reason Jesus came to earth 
was to destroy the works of the devil. “He that committeth sin is of 
the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose, 
the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil” (1 John 3:8). 


Only God Can Exalt a Person 


The actions of Haggith (Heb. “festival”), a wife of David, reminds 
Christians that if the Lord does not honor someone, and appoint them 
to a position, they are not promoted. Seeking a place of honor is 
specifically forbidden by Jesus, for His disciples. The Christian is not 
to engage in self-promotion. “And whosoever shall exalt himself shall 
be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted” (Matt. 
23:12). Rather, the Christian is to seek to serve others. 


Sowing the Seeds of Personal and National Destruction 


In the early days of his reign as King of Israel, Solomon violated the 
known will of God, despite David’s exhortations to keep the Law. 
Instead of depending solely on the Lord for national protection, 
Solomon made an alliance with Egypt. Instead of marrying someone of 
like faith, Solomon married an Egyptian princess. Instead of getting 
rid of idols in Israel, Solomon allowed the people to sacrifice in high 
places. Nevertheless, where sin abounded, God’s grace did much 
more abound. 


While not wanting to take sin lightly, or suggest behavior that violates 
the known will of God is not serious, the lesson is learned that God 
remains faithful to His Covenant. The Lord continues to engage with 
souls, like Solomon, saturated in sin. Such is the nature of God’s love 
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and longsuffering. Though Christians do not love the love as 
completely as they should, God loves His own and remains faithful. 


Come, every soul by sin oppressed, 
There’s mercy with the Lord, 

And He will surely give you rest 
By trusting in His Word. 


Only trust Him, only trust Him, 
Only trust Him now; 

He will save you, He will save you, 
He will save you now. 


~John H. Stockton 


God Still Gives Wisdom 


The wisdom God gave to Solomon is not above the wisdom God gives 
to Christians. The promise of God is that if the believer will ask for 
wisdom, it shall be granted. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall 
be given him” (James 1:5). 


God Keeps His Word 


The Lord made a Covenant with Abraham regarding a specific piece of 
land, of God’s own choosing (Acts 17:20). The borders of that land 
were stated in Genesis 15:8. “In the same day the LORD made a 
Covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, 
from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:” 
During the days of Joshua, David, and Solomon, the land which God 
promised was recognized as belonging to Israel. 


Joshua. “And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which he sware to 
give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein” 
(joshua 21:43). 


“And the Lord gave them rest round about, according to all that he 
sware unto their fathers: and there stood not a man of all their 
enemies before them; the Lord delivered all their enemies into their 
hand” (Joshua 21:44). 
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David. “He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath 
unto the Sea of the Plain [Dead Sea], according to the word of the 
Lord God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, 
the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gath-Hepher” (2 Kings 
14:25). 


Solomon. “And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river 
unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: they 
brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life” (1 Kings 
4:21), 


Consider 


The possession of the land was a conditional Covenant, and depended 
upon Israel’s obedience to the Law. 


“T call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye 
shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over 
Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but 
shall utterly be destroyed. 27 And the Lord shall scatter you 
among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the 
heathen, whither the Lord shall lead you. 28 And there ye shall 
serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which 
neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell” (Deut. 4:26-28). 


An Honest Vocabulary 


The Bible says that Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord. In the 
modern world, a rich vocabulary has been developed to avoid 
conveying the idea there is evil in the world which people commit of 
their own free will, relish in their behavior, and applaud others who 
boldly engage in inappropriate behavior. Study Romans 1 


If Christians would use biblical terms and concepts in evangelism, the 
Church would have a greater impact on society. Homosexuality is evil. 
Greed is evil. Gluttony is evil. There is behavior that God hates by 
name. Study Proverbs 6:16-19 


A Word of Caution 


Whether or not God will once more give to Israel the borders of His 
ancient people is a matter of Divine mystery. Care must be taken not 
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to equate the modern state of Israel with ancient prophesies or 
promises. Neither modern Israel, America, Germany, Italy, Russia, 
China, North Korea, or any other modern nation is spoken about in 
the New Testament. It is wrong to take passages from the Old 
Testament, dismiss history, and say that prophesy is being fulfilled 
today, or shall soon be fulfilled. 


Be Careful with Comprehensive Words in Scripture 


1 Kings 9:5 uses the word forever (Heb. ‘owlam [o-lawn], properly 
concealed, i.e., the vanishing point; generally, time out of mind [past 
or future]). Care must be taken not to read too much into this term. 
the term “forever” is used in a limited sense in Scripture, as well as 
an expansive one. 


Circumcision was to be a sign of the Covenant forever, until it was no 
longer a requirement, for the Mosaic Law ended. Study Genesis 17:7- 
13; Romans 2:25-29 


The Sabbath was to be observed forever by the people of God, until 
the resurrection of Jesus. Then, the disciples met on the first day of 
the week. Study Exodus 31:16; Galatians 4:11-14 


The Lord would establish the throne of Solomon forever, provided 
Solomon and his descendants obeyed the statutes and commandments 
of God. 


The Land of Promise was given to Abraham and his descendants 
forever, as long as they obeyed the Lord. Study Genesis 17:8; 35:12; 
Deuteronomy 4:26-28 


THE BOOK OF 
2 KINGS 
Unknown, perhaps Jeremiah about 560 BC 
The author of 2 Kings is not named, though tradition ascribes both 1 
and 2 Kings to the prophet Jeremiah. 
Based on 2 Chronicles 32:32 it is possible that Isaiah wrote the book 


of Kings up to the time of Hezekiah, one of the few good kings of 
Judah who reigned for 29 years, from c. 716 - 687 BC (1 Kings 11 - 2 
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Kings 20:21), and then Jeremiah completed the narrative leading up 
to the Babylonian Captivity in 586 BC (2 Kings 21 - 25). 


The Book of 2 Kings, along with 1 Kings, was probably written 
between 560 and 540 BC. 


The Book of 1 Kings records the story of Israel as a United Kingdom 
under Solomon through the division of the nation after the king’s 
death, and the events that occurred in the first 80 years that followed. 


The Book of 2 Kings continues with a parallel account of the divided 
kingdom, the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and the Southern Kingdom 
of Judah. Tragically, the Northern Kingdom of Israel would fall to the 
Assyrian Empire in 722 BC. Many leading citizens would be deported 
to a foreign land. Collectively, those descendants of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob in the Northern Kingdom of Israel would be absorbed 
forever into the annals of history, and become known as the Ten Lost 
Tribes. 


In the 19" century, speculation would consider if the Lost Tribes of 
Israel were the American Indians. In the 20“ century, speculation 
would have the Lost Tribes being the ancestors of Britain. British 
Israelism would find a following within the Church of England in the 
1870’s, and then decline rapidly after 1945. 


After the fall of the northern Kingdom to the Assyrians in 722 BC, the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah would continue until its own conquest by 
the Babylonians in 586 BC. The Book of 2 Kings covers the lives of the 
last 12 kings of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and the last 16 rulers 
of the Southern Kingdom of Judah, c. 853 BC - 586 BC, a period of 
267 years, 


A large part of this history is associated with the ministries of two 
major prophets, Elijah and Elisha, whose combined ministry to the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel lasted about 75 years, through the reigns 
of six kings: Ahab, Ahaziah, Joram, Jehu, Jehoahaz, and Johoash. 


Ministering to Six Kings 


Ahab 874 - 853 BC He did evil in the sight of the Lord. 
Ahaziah 853 - 852 BC The wicked son of Ahab whose death 
was foretold by Elijah. 
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Joram 852 - 841 BC The idolatrous brother of Ahaziah. 
Jehu 841 - 814 BC The army commander who dismantled 
only some idols. 

Jehoahaz 814-798 BC The son of Jehu who eventually cried out 
to God. 

Johoash 798 - 782 BC The son of Jehoahaz who enjoyed some 
military victories. 


The End of an Era: 2 Kings 1 


In the opening chapter of 2 Kings, the ministry of Elijah comes to a 
conclusion, with the story of fire falling from heaven to consume his 
enemies, who were determined to arrest him in order to compel him 
to appear in court before Ahaziah, king of Israel, who was sick due to 
a great fall. Realizing the seriousness of his injuries, initially, Ahaziah 
inquired of the false god of Ekron whether he was to live or die. For 
this Satanic inquiry, Ahaziah was severely rebuked. The Angel of the 
Lord let Elijah know the king would die a sin unto death (1:1-4). 


When Ahaziah was informed of this, the king ordered the arrest of the 
prophet. A band of fifty soldiers led by a military commander was 
sent to apprehend Elijah, only to be destroyed (1:5-10). A second band 
of fifty soldiers was sent to arrest Elijah, with the same results. Fire 
fell from heaven and consumed the men (1:11-12). 


Persistently a third band of soldiers were sent to bring Elijah to the 
royal court, but with this difference. The captain of the third band of 
brothers fell on his knees before Elijah, and pleaded for his life, and 
the lives of his men to be spared (1:13-14). 


Mercy was shown, Elijah acquiesced, and went with the guard and the 
third band of soldier to see the king, not by human compulsion, but by 
divine command (1:15). God had a message he wanted Elijah to 
personally give to King Ahaziah. Because the king had sought out a 
false god for healing, and not Jehovah - Rapha (“the Lord who heals”), 
Ahaziah was going to die the sin unto death. Study 1 John 5:16 


Moving from Time into Eternity: 2 Kings 2 


With his prophet ministry to Israel coming to a conclusion, the Lord 
prepared Elijah to be taken up by a whirlwind. How the arrangements 
were made is not known. What is certain is that Elijah’s departure 
was a very Sad occasion, especially to Elisha, who loved his teacher so 
much (2:1-11). 


Other sons of the prophets were equally distraught. They could not 
believe that Elijah was really gone, and so, for three days, 50 grieving 
souls went in search of Elijah, or at least, his body. It was to no avail. 
Elijah was gone (2:15-17). 


A Sanctified Desire for a Double Portion of Spiritual Power 


When the moment passed, and Elijah was gone, the Bible says that 
Elisha took up the mantle of Elijah that fell from him (2:12). Elisha 
had asked for a double portion of blessing from Elijah. The name 
Elisha means, “God is salvation”. Now, he would see if a double 
portion of spiritual power had been given. It was given, indicated by 
the miracle of the parted water (2:13-14). This miracle was followed 
by some young people who mocked Elisha. “And he turned back, and 
looked on them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord” (2:23). The 
judgment came on forty-two delinquents, and they died in the paws of 
two bears out of the woods (2:24). 


The Miracles of Elisha 


e Divided the waters of the Jordan River 2 Kings 2:14 

e Cured a bad water supply 2 Kings 2:19 - 22 

e Destroyed mocking delinquents 2 Kings 2:23 - 24 

e Supplied an army with water 2 Kings 3:16 - 26 

e Renewed a widow’s oil supply 2 Kings 4:1 - 7 

e Assured a woman would conceive 2 Kings 4:8 - 17 

e Raised a child from the dead 2 Kings 4:17 - 37 

e Made a poisonous stew edible 2 Kings 4:38 - 41 

e Feed 100 men with 20 loaves of bread 2 Kings 4:42 - 44 
¢ Healed Naaman of his leprosy 2 Kings 5:1 - 14 

e Cause Gehazi to have leprosy 2 Kings 5:24 - 27 

e Made an ax-head float 2 Kings 6:5 - 7 

¢ Caused human eyes to see spiritual realities 2 Kings 6:15 - 17 


Struck the Syrian army with blindness 2 Kings 6:18 


e Restored the sight of the Syrian army 2 Kings 6:19 - 23 
e Restored a dead man to life 2 Kings 13:20 - 21 


Depending on how a miraculous event is understood, it is possible 
that Elisha performed no less than twice as many miracles as Elijah. 
Study 1 Kings 19:16, 21; 2 Kings 2:14 - 13:21 


The Miracles of Elijah 


e Stopped the rain for three years 1 Kings 17:1 
e Increased oil, and grain for a widow 1 Kings 17:2 

e Raised a son from the dead 1 Kings 17:22, 23 
e Prayed fire down from heaven 1 Kings 18:38 

e Started the rain to drop again 1 Kings 18:45 

e Destroyed 51 soldiers with fire from heaven 2 Kings 1:10 
e Destroyed 51 solider with fire from heaven 2 Kings 1:12 

e Parted the Joran River 2 Kings 2:8 


The Moabite Rebellion: 2 Kings 3 

Soon after Elisha succeeded and assumed the prophetic role to 
Northern Israel, Jehoram, the son of King Ahab, tried to subdue the 
Moabites. Uniting with Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, the allied 
forces made their way through the wilderness of Edom. After 
encountering some strategic supply problems, Elijah was called for to 
give his counsel in the name of the Lord. A miracle took place. Much 
needed water was given to the exhausted army, and a prediction was 
made. The Lord was going to deliver the Moabites into the hands of 
the allied forces. The events of the day went as foretold. A great 
victory was given to Israel (3:4-25). 


Consider 


At least two miracles took place during Johoram’s campaign against 
the Moabites. The first miracle was physical. Desperate for water, the 
Lord provided a valley to be filled with water. It was considered to be 
“put a light thing in the sight of the Lord” (3:17-20). The second 
miracle was psychological. 


When the Edomites went to engage the army of Israel, they “saw the 
water on the other side as red as blood, and wrongly assumed the 
army of Israel, and the army of Judah had turned on each other in a 
terrible bloodbath. There was nothing left to do for the Moabites but 
to take whatever possessions were on the field of battle. “On to the 
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spoil!” was the command. Because of this mistake, the Moabites rode 
into a death trap (3:21-25). Only too late did the king of Moab realize 
his mistake. Foolishly, and without mercy, he took his eldest son, and 
offered him for a burnt offering upon the wall (3:26-27). 


The Wonderful Miracles of Elisha: 2 Kings 4 - 6 


In chapters 4 - 6, many important miracles of Elisha are recorded. The 
poor were taken care of, (4:1-7), hope was given, and a woman was 
assured she would conceive (4:8-17), a child was raised from the dead 
(4:17-37), poisonous food was made edible (4:38 - 41, men were fed 
with little resources (4:42 - 44), Naaman was healed of his leprosy 
(5:1 - 14), and the judgment of leprosy fell on Gehazi (5:24 - 27). A 
borrowed ax-head floated (6:5 - 7), spiritual eyes were made to see 
(6:15 - 17), and an army was struck with blindness (6:18), only to 
have sight restored (6:19 - 23). 


The Horror of Being Hungry 


Jesus said the poor would always be with us (John 12:8). Being poor is 
not a sin, but being poor can lead to unimaginable acts of wrongdoing. 
In 2 Kings 6:26-29, the story is told of two women who cannibalized a 
child. Rather than put babies to death, let people address their own 
sins. “Be killing sin, or it will be killing you” john Owen). 


A Flight into Darkness: 2 Kings 7 


In chapter 7, the story is told of four lepers who made a fantastic 
discovery, and was able to bring joyful news to the Jews. The hostile 
Syrian army had fled into the night leaving everything behind. The 
good news of the lepers was difficult to believe. It was suggested that 
the Syrians had simply withdrawn their previous position to lure the 
Hebrews into a trap (7:8-11). The army of the Syrians had fled into the 
night, being confused in their minds by astonishing noises in the 
middle of the night (7:11). The Lord knows how to terrorize the hearts 
of individuals to the point they think and act in a self-destructive way. 


A Terrible Form of Judgment Fulfilled: 2 Kings 8 


In this chapter the wickedness of Israel is punished. The Land of Milk 
and Honey was made barren. There was famine in the land for seven 
years (8:1). If less judgments do not prevail to bring men to 
repentance, God will send greater and longer; they are at His beck, 
and will come when He calls for them (Matthew Henry). However, in 
the midst of judgment, there is mercy. The Lord will protect His own 
illustrated in the woman who was told to go and reside in the land of 
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the Philistines until the storm of God’s wrath ended. The woman did 
as she was instructed, and lived to share her story (8:2-6). 


Death of Ahab and Jezebel, A Wicked Royal Couple: 2 Kings 9 


When the sins of Ahab and Jezebel saturated their souls, the Lord sent 
Elijah, and then Micaiah, to predict Ahab’s death (21:19; 22:28). The 
word of the Lord came to pass. Ahab was killed in battle with Syria. 
Later, Jezebel was thrown, without mercy, from a tower. Her blood 
splattered on the wall, and on the horses, which trampled on her. 
Dogs came and licked her bones. Study 2 Kings 9:22-35). 


A Terrible Prophesy Fulfilled: 2 Kings 10 


The judgment of God pronounced against Ahab by Elijah came to 
pass. The seventy sons of Ahab were collectively put to death by 
having their heads cut off, put in a basket, and put on public display 
(10:1-11). The reign of Jehu (Heb. “Yah is he”), the son of Jehoshaphat 
and king of Israel (841 - 814 BC) is recorded (10:1-31). Jehu was the 
commander of the army when Elisha sent one of the sons of the 
prophet to Ramoth-Gilead to anoint him as king. To secure the throne, 
Jehu killed Joram, king of Israel, Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jezebel, and 
the surviving members of the house of King Ahab. On the positive 
side, Jehu destroyed the worshippers of Baal (10:28). The dynasty he 
established ruled for almost a century (10:34-36). 


Athaliah, Queen of Judah: 2 Kings 11 


Athaliah (Heb. “Yahweh is righteous”) was the daughter of Jezebel, 
the wife of Jehoram, king of Judah, and the mother of Ahaziah, king of 
Judah. When her son Ahaziah died in battle, Athaliah found a way to 
rule Judah for six years (841 - 835 BC). Her story is told in 1 Kings 
8:27-28, and 2 Kings 11:1-4. 


Peace at any Price: 2 Kings 12 


Because it was a military stronghold, the seat of power, and contained 
the nation’s treasury, Jerusalem was a prime target to be attacked. 
From 930 - 722 BC, the Holy City was attacked by the Egyptian 
pharaoh Shishak during the reign of Rehoboam (925 BC; 1 Kings 
14:22-28; 2 Chronicles 12:2-4), and by Hazael of Aram Damascus 
during the reign of Joash (ca. 813 BC; 2 Kings 12:17-18; 2 Chronicles 
24: 17-24). Desiring peace at any price, the rulers of Jerusalem took 
the lavish gifts from the Temple treasury to appease the aggressors. 
Because the Temple was neglected, it had to be repaired during the 
days of Joash, king of Judah (2 Kings 12:1-16). The attempts to 
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appease foreign nations at God’s expense, mingled with blood and 
violence, political assassinations and rebellion, idolatry and social 
injustice, finally led to 2 Kings 17. 


The Assault of the Assyrians: 2 Kings 17 


Throughout her struggle for national survival, Israel has known many 
enemies, many of them well deserved. Historically, one of Israel’s 
greatest opponents for three hundred years was Assyria. In 2 Kings 
17, Assyria invaded the Northern Kingdom of Israel and deported 
many citizens. The capital of Samaria is conquered and the people 
were scattered throughout the ancient world. 


The Kings of Assyria 


Shalmaneser III 858 - 824 BC Began to “cut off Israel” 
2 Kings 17:3 

Samsi-Adad V 823 - 811 

Adad-Nirari III 810-783 Took tribute from Israel 

Shalmaneser IV 782 - 773 


Assur-dan III 112-2759 

Assur-nirari V 7504 - 745 

Tiglath-pileser III 745-727 Deported most of the northern 
part of 


the northern kingdom, Israel 
Shalmaneser V 727-722 Besieged Samaria 


Sargon II 721-705 Deported the rest of northern Israel 
Study Isaiah 

Sennacherib 704-681 Invaded Judah Study 

Isaiah 

Fsar-Haddon 681-669 Avery powerful ruler 

Ashurbanipal 668 -626 The most brutal ruler 


Study Nahum 
Ashur-etil-ilani 626 - 623 


Sin-shariskun 623 - 612 
Assur-uballit 611-609 The Assyrian Empire fell during his 
reign 


It was a time for reflection (17:7-12). It was also a time for hope, 
based upon authentic repentance (17:13). If Israel would turn from 
their rebellion, idolatry, injustice, and Covenant unfaithfulness, God 
would forgive the people, and heal the land. But the people did not 
repent (17:14-23). The Lord allowed the nation to receive the just 
discipline for their many sins (17:24-31). Finally, for just a little while, 
the Divine desire of heaven was honored. The people began to fear 
the Lord and keep Covenant (17:32-41). 


When Kings Ruled the Land 
2 Kings 13 - 25 


Chapter King Nation Reign 
Verses 
2 Kings 13 Jehoahaz Israel 814 - 798 BC 
13:1 +9 
Jehoash (Joash) Israel 798 - 782 BC 
13:10 - 25 
2 Kings 14 Amaziah Judah 14:1 - 
22 
Jeroboam II Israel 793 - 753 BC 
14:23 - 29 
2 Kings 15 Azariah Judah 
15:1 - 7 
Zechariah Israel 753 - 752 BC 
15:8 - 12 
Shallum Israel 752 BC 
15:13 - 15 
Menahem Israel 752 - 742 BC 15:16 
- 22 
Pekahiah Israel 742 - 740 BC 15:23 
- 26 
Pekah Israel 752 - 732 BC 
15:27 - 31 
2 Kings 16 Ahaz Judah 735 - 716 BC 
Manasseh 16:10 - 18 
2 Kings 17 Hoshea Israel 730 - 722 
BC 
(Last king) 


*Dates suggested by Walk Thru the Bible Ministries, Inc. 


The Fall of Jerusalem and the Babylonian Exile: 2 Kings 18-25 


In this last section of the book, the history of the last eight kings of 
Judah, from Hezekiah to Zedekiah, (716-586 BC) is briefly told, 
culminating with the Fall of Jerusalem in 596 BC. According to 
Halley’s Bible Handbook, the captivity of Judah was accomplished in 
four phases. 


Phase I 


In 605 BC, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, defeated Jehoiakim and 
took temple treasures as well as the sons of prominent families, 
including Daniel, to Babylon ( 2 Chronicles 36:6-7 ; Daniel 1:1-3 ). 


Phase II 


In 597 BC Nebuchadnezzar came again and took the rest of the 
treasures, as well as King Jehoiachin and 10,000 of the princes, 
officers, and prominent citizens to Babylon (2 Kings 24:14-16). Among 
those taken captive was the prophet, Ezekiel. 


Phase III 


In 586 BC the Babylonians came again. They burned Jerusalem, tore 
down its walls, put out the eyes of King Zedekiah, and carried him in 
chains to Babylon, with 832 captives. All that was left in the land was 
a remnant of the poorest class of people (2 Kings 25:8-12; Jeremiah 
52:28-30). 


It took the Babylonians a year and a half to subdue Jerusalem. They 
besieged it in the tenth month of the ninth year of Zedekiah, and the 
city fell in the fourth month of the eleventh year of his reign. A month 
later the city was burned. 


Thus, Nebuchadnezzar was 20 years in the process of destroying 
Jerusalem. He could have done it at first, had he wanted to. But he 
only wanted tribute. Daniel, whom he took to Babylon at the 
beginning of the 20 years, soon became Nebuchadnezzar's friend and 
adviser, and may have had a restraining influence on him. In the end, 
it was Judah's persistence in making an alliance with Egypt that 
forced Nebuchadnezzar to wipe Jerusalem off the map. 


Phase IV 


In 581 BC, five years after the burning of Jerusalem, the Babylonians 
came again and took 745 more captives (Jeremiah 52:30), even after a 
considerable group, including Jeremiah, had fled to Egypt Jeremiah 
43). The fall of Jerusalem was accompanied by the ministry of three 
great prophets, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. 


Some Men of Courage and Grace: 2 Kings 17 - 25 
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Though the Southern Kingdom of Israel eventually fell to the 
Babylonians through military conquest, there were some important 
individuals numbered among the last eight kings of Judah. 


Hezekiah was a good king, who did what was good and right before 
the LORD his God. Study 2 Kings 16:20 - 20:21; 2 Chronicles 31:20. 


Manasseh was only 12 years old when he became king. He reigned in 
Jerusalem for 25 years. Manasseh was not a good king. In fact, he was 
an evil man who introduced false worship to Baal, made an Asherah 
pole, and offered child sacrifice to the gods. Study 2 Kings 21:1-18; 2 
Chronicles 32:33- 33:20; Jeremiah 15:4 


Josiah was the king of Judah (c. 640 - 609 BC), the son of Amon, and 
the grandson of Manasseh. Despite his ungodly heritage, Josiah was a 
godly king. His reign began when he was just 8 years old. It was 
during his reign that the Law of the Lord was rediscovered, and read 
to the people, which led to a time of spiritual renewal. Study 2 Kings 
22 - 23; 2 Chronicles 34 - 35 


However, sin has saturated Judah to the point there is no turning back 
the judgment of God. The people would not give up their rebellion, 
idolatry, acts of social injustice, or failure to keep Covenant. They 
would not even help themselves by letting the land rest to replenish 
itself, as the Law required. Study Leviticus 25:2-4; 26:33-35; Jeremiah 
25:11-12; 29:10-14, and 2 Chronicles 36:21; Daniel 9:1-2 


Because of these actions, and more, the Lord sent prophets to His 
people to pronounce their certain judgment, but then, to give them 
hope for the future. 


The Matchless Grace of God: 2 Kings 24 - 25 


The final two chapters of 2 Kings, tell the story of the Babylonian 
conquest. The Temple was destroyed and the royal families of Judah 
were carried into exile. Many people would wonder whether or not 
God was through with David, and reversed His Covenant promises for 
a Messiah-King. 


The last paragraph provides the answer. God turned the heart of Evil- 
Merodach, king of Babylon, to show mercy to Jehoiachin, king of 
Judah. He was released from prison. He was spoken kindly to, and 
exalted to his throne. Jehoiachin was given new garments, and 
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enjoyed a banquet for the rest of his life. As a representative of God’s 
infinite grace and mercy to Israel, there was hope for the future. 


Lessons to Learn 
2 Kings 


Every Ministry Has an End 


The translation of Elijah from earth to heaven is a reminder that every 
person, and every ministry, has a beginning, and an end, even when 
that ministry is a reflection of the person and work of Jesus. It is the 
Lord who decides these matters. There is a general guiding principle 
that should be kept in mind during the work of ministry. “God’s work, 
done God’s way, will be blessed.” Whatever the form of blessing is 
manifested, it is certain that God will honor those who honor Him. 


It is Good to Cry Over Loved Ones 


God has given people tears to use to express love and grief when 
someone is gone away. There is no place for Christian stoicism in the 
hour of death. Jesus wept over the grave of Lazarus. Elisha wept over 
the loss of Elijah crying out in anguish, “My father, my father, the 
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof.” Then, Elijah was gone 
(2:1-12). 


The Problem with Relative Righteousness 


The Bible recognizes there are degrees of human depravity in 
individuals. It is said in Scripture that Jehoram, the son of Ahab, was 
an evil person, but he was not as evil as his parents, for he destroyed 
the worship of Baal (1 Kings 3:2). Unfortunately, an unconverted 
person will look at someone else and believe they are righteous 
compared to others. In this way, the Enemy uses the idea of relative 
righteousness to arrest individuals from calling on the name of the 
Lord. Such sad souls sincerely believe they are good. In fact, they 
think they are good enough to go to heaven. 


Let the Old Testament Help Understand the New Testament 


After reading in 2 Kings 3 of a valley filled with blood and armies 
around it, attention is turned to Revelation 14:20. In his vision, John 
Saw a winepress being trodden without the city of Jerusalem. Instead 
of grape juice coming forth, “blood came out of the winepress, even 
unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred 
furlongs.” Normally, a winepress does not produce blood, so the 
imagery of John is a mixture of familiar sights to convey a greater 
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Spiritual truth. It is irresponsible for prophetic pundits to use 
Revelation 14:20 to speak of a future literal event whereby blood will 
fill a ravine outside of Jerusalem for about 200 miles. There is not 
enough blood on planet earth to cause this to happen even if every 
man, woman, and child were slaughtered. Study Genesis 49:11; Isaiah 
63:3; Lamentations 1:15; Ezekiel 32:6; Hebrews 13:12 


Do Not Lose Hope 


As long as the Lord tarries, and the earth is not destroyed by fire, 
there is hope for the future in every nation. God’s people should never 
cease to be patriotic, or indifferent to the society in which God has 
placed them. Though Josiah came from a godless heritage, the Lord 
came into his heart and used him to promote national repentance and 
spiritual renewal. There is always hope for the future for the Church. 


THE BOOKS OF 
FIRST CHRONICLES - SECOND CHRONICLES 


Unknown, possibly Ezra around 450 BC 


Originally First and Second Chronicles were united in one scroll with 
one narrative. They precede Ezra and Nehemiah, and conclude the 
History Section, in the Jewish canon of Scripture. Beginning with 
Adam, Seth, and Enosh (Enoch), the history of ancient Judah and 
Israel until their return from the Babylonian Captivity in 536 BC is 
summarized, culminating in the proclamation of the Persian king, 
Cyrus the Great (c. 540 BC) to let the Jews return to Palestine. 
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Due to the length of the book, Chronicles was eventually divided in 
the Septuagint (G. the Paralipomenon [TlapaAeinopévwv]; “things left 
on one side”). 


As a narrative, First and Second Chronicles parallel First and Second 
Kings, but with a distinction. 


First and Second Kings records a divine view of the kings of Israel; 
First and Second Chronicles record the events through the eyes of 
each king. 


The Chronicles have been dated as being written during the Persian 
period, c. 538 - 333 BC. The archaeological evidence for this is based 
on fragments of an actual manuscript of Chronicles found at Qumran. 


The author of Chronicles is unknown. What is known is that the book 
had to be written sometime after the Israelites returned from the 
Babylonian Captivity, for the Temple, and Jerusalem, have been 
rebuilt. 


In addition, the book had to be written by someone intimately 
connected to Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles for, in the Tanakh 
(pronounced, ta’nax), the Hebrew Bible, Chronicles is the final book 
and concludes the third section of the Ketuvim (lit. the “writings”). 


Both books, Kings and Chronicles, were written to enable the Hebrew 
people to remember their past, keep in mind their place in the plan of 
God in human history, and live with hope in their hearts. 


Two Main Themes 


The prophetic hopes of the Jewish people in Babylon were that after 
their exile, they could return to Jerusalem, rebuild the temple, and 
wait for the Messiah to come so that all the nations on earth could 
come and live under His peaceful rule. In order to keep those 
prophetic hopes alive, The Chronicler wrote stories about the past. 
The Chronicles write with two main themes: Hope for the Coming 
Messiah-King; Hope for the Temple to be Rebuilt. 


Important Topics in Chronicles 


There are several important topics to be found in the book of 
Chronicles: genealogy, society, government, religion, prophecy, 
prophets, man, woman, sex, children, family issues, war, sorcery, God, 
love, and the Messiah. Look for them. 


The First Division: 1 Chronicles 1 - 29 
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In the first nine chapters of Chronicles, we see many names detailing 
the genealogies of some of the Jewish people. 


While these chapters are tedious to read, the names are important, for 
they establish the lineage of the coming Messiah-King. 


Special attention is paid to the line of Judah, leading to King David, to 
whom the Messianic Promise was given. Through the prophet Nathan, 
God promised David the Messiah (Jesus Christ) would come from his 
lineage, and that the tribe of Judah would be forever established (2 
Samuel 7; 1 Chron. 17:11-14; 2 Chron. 6:16). 


Additional attention is also given to the priesthood, beginning with the 
line of Aaron, to confirm the priesthood. 


The importance of this twin emphasis, is to establish the fact the 
Messiah would be a King-Priest, after the order of Melchizedek. 
Hebrews 7:13-17 explains how Jesus fulfills this prophetic image. 


“For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, 
of which no man gave attendance at the altar. 14 For it is evident that 
our Lord sprang out of Judah; of which tribe Moses spake nothing 
concerning priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident: for that after 
the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 16 Who is 
made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power 
of an endless life. 17 For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchisedec” (Heb. 7:13-17). 


From the genealogies, the Chronicler begins to tell stories about 
David. These stories are familiar, for they can be found in Samuel and 
Kings. There are some differences, however. In the Chronicles, the 
negative stories about David are omitted. He is neither weak, nor 
immoral. David’s persecution by Saul. His adultery with Bathsheba, 
and the murder of Uriah the Hittite are omitted. 


David is presented in the best light possible. David is a good man. He 
is a righteous man. David is the man after God’s own heart. David is 
the man who prepares the resources to build the Holy Temple (1 
Chron. 22 - 29). Builders and choirs are put together for the holy 
work. 
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In all of this, David is presented as a type of Moses. As Moses 
received plans for building the Temple, and the Ark of the Covenant, 
so God gave to David the plans to build the Holy Temple. 


The purpose of this positive portrait of David is not to cover-up his 
transgressions, but to present him as the anti-type of the Messiah. 
Indeed, the Messiah would come from the line of David. 


The prophet Jeremiah had spoken of a “new” David, who would lead 
people to serve the Lord. “But they shall serve the Lord their God, and 
David their king, whom I will raise up unto them” (Jer. 30:9). The 
Chronicles simply reminds the Jewish people of God’s Covenant 
promise to David (1 Chron. 17:7-14). 


When the story of 1 Chronicles 17 is compared to 2 Samuel 7, it will 
be noted that neither David, nor Solomon, nor any of their kingly 
descendants were the Messiah. That honor would go to Jesus Christ, 
the son of Joseph, who is a king, like David. 


The Second Division: 2 Chronicles 1 - 36 


With the death of David, the narrative moves to the reign of king 
Solomon in 2 Chronicles 1 - 9, while 2 Chronicles 10 - 36 records the 
division of Israel into two separate nations. Tragically, the Northern 
Kingdom, Israel, had no good kings, while the Southern Kingdom, 
Judah had a mixture of kings, who were both good, and bad. Much can 
be learned from their lives. 


An Abrupt Conclusion 


Chronicles ends suddenly with the decree of Cyrus allowing the Jews 
to return home, and rebuild the Temple. “Thus saith Cyrus king of 
Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the Lord God of heaven 
given me; and he hath charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? The Lord 
his God be with him, and let him go up” (2 Chron. 36:23). 


A main point of Chronicles, is to remind the Hebrew people that God 
is not finished with them. Not then, and not now. The events of May 
14", 1948, the day modern Israel was reborn, confirm the fact that 
national Israel still has an important place in the plan of God in 
human history. For the Jew, the past is the hope of the future. 
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THE BOOKS OF 
EZRA - NEHEMIAH 


Unknown, perhaps Ezra around 430 B.C 


Three Important Exiled 
Jewish Leaders 


Monarch 
Zerubbabel (“planted in Babylon”) Ezra 1- 6 Cyrus, king of 
Persia 
Ezra Ezra 7 - 10 Artaxerxes. king 
of Persia 
Nehemiah Nehemiah 1 - 7 


In the ancient Hebrew text, Nehemiah is united with Ezra, to form one 
narrative, written by one author. In modern Bibles, Ezra and 
Nehemiah are listed separately. 


The setting for Ezra-Nehemiah takes place after the Babylonian 
invasion of Jerusalem in 586 BC. A large Jewish community has been 
allowed to return to Jerusalem to restore the Holy Temple which 
Solomon had built, but was in ruin, due to warfare and neglect. 


Three important leaders of the returning Exiles to Jerusalem were 
Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah. Attention is directed first to 
Zerubbabel, then, sixty years later to Ezra, who taught the people the 
Torah, and encouraged God’s people to rebuild their faith. Then came 
Nehemiah, who encourages the walls of Jerusalem to be rebuilt, with 
a sword in one hand, and a trowel in the other (Neh. 4:15-23). 


The lives of Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah have some 
commonalities. First, they are identified with the decree of Cyrus, the 
king of Persia, to send leaders to Jerusalem to rebuild the holy city. 
Beyond royal permission to return to Israel, Cyrus offered resources 
and support. Second, they each encountered fierce opposition to the 
work they were doing. They each overcame the challenges of life. 
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The Story Begins: Ezra 1-6 


Because the heart of the king is in the hands of the Lord, who can 
turn it in any direction He ordains (Prov. 21:1), the Persian king, 
Cyrus (reign, 539 - 530 BC), was prompted to allow many Jewish 
exiles to return to the Holy City of Jerusalem, and begin the rebuilding 
of Solomon’s Temple. 


Consider 


Cyrus II, or Cyrus the Great, as he is known to history, is mentioned 
more than thirty times in the Bible. He ruled the Persian Empire 
between 539 - 530 BC. One hundred and fifty years before Cyrus 
lived, the prophet Isaiah called him by name, and anticipated his 
kindness to the Jews. 


“Thus, saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I 
have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of 
kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall 
not be shut” (Isaiah 45:1). 


“For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called 
thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known 
me” (Isaiah 45:4). 


The decree of Cyrus, allowing a large population of the Jewish people 
to return home, is recorded as prophesy fulfilled in 2 Chronicles 
36:22-23 


Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord 
spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, 
saying, 23 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the 
earth hath the Lord God of heaven given me; and he hath charged me 
to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there 
among you of all his people? The Lord his God be with him, and let 
him go up.” 


The fulfillment of prophesy by the prophets of Israel, provides 
confidence for Christians that the Bible is of divine origin, and can be 
trusted. Prophesy fulfilled brings hope to the heart of every believer, 
in every generation. The Lord can be trusted. He is Sovereign over the 
affairs of nations 


The Prophetic Hopes of Israel 
Fulfilled in Christ 
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The Messiah-King will Come Isaiah 11; Hosea 3 

God will Dwell in an Idealized New Temple Ezekiel 40 - 48; 
Zechariah 2 

God will Rule and Bless all the Nations Isaiah 2; Zechariah 8 


With the hopes and dreams of the prophets in their hearts, the Jews 
returned to Israel under the leadership of Zerubbabel. Though born in 
Babylonian captivity, Zerubbabel will be much like Moses, and led 
Jews out of bondage to the Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk 
and honey. After returning home, the Israelites were to rebuild their 
lives, and rebuild the Temple. The acts of restoration in Israel began 
with rebuilding the altar for offering sacrifices (Ezra 3:1-7). Once that 
was accomplished, attention was turned to the Temple itself. 


Consider 


A principle is established. Before any great work for God can be done, 
there must first be a right relationship with God. That relationship is 
established in the act of worship, which means meeting with God in a 
way He has ordained. God ordained the sacrifices for Israel; the 
Hebrew people must meet the Lord at the altar. 


With the burnt altar reconstructed, and fellowship with God properly 
restored, the Israelites laid the foundation for the Temple, leading to 
its final dedication. These important moments in Jewish history are 
recorded in some detail (study Leviticus 9; 1 Kings 8). 


Tears Among the Joyous Tumult: Ezra 3:8 - 11 


To mar the special rededication ceremony, some of the Elders in 
Israel who remembered the glory and majesty of the previous Temple 
of Solomon, began to weep. The reconstructed Temple brought no 
comfort to them, which is a tragedy, because their negative behavior 
diminished worship for others who had been filled with joy and 
excitement. 


“But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who 
were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation 
of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and 
many shouted aloud for joy: 13 So that the people could not discern 
the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the 
people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was 
heard afar off” (Ezra 3:12-13). 
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Conflict in God’s Work: Ezra 4 


After the dedication ceremony, when the work of rebuilding the 
Temple in Jerusalem began in earnest, a group of people came to 
Jerusalem and offered to help, but were refused by Zerubbabel. Those 
who came to help are described as “the adversaries of Judah and 
Benjamin” (4:1). These adversaries were not the Chaldeans 
(Babylonians), or the Persians, but the remnant of the Ten Tribes of 
the Northern Kingdom who had long ago left the Lord “and served 
their own gods” (2 Kings 17:33). “The worst enemies Judah and 
Benjamin had were those that said they were Jews and were not” 
(Rev. 3:9). 


Because of their unfaithfulness, Zerubbabel wanted nothing to do with 
these volunteers who came to help those returning from exile rebuild 
the Temple. “But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of 
the fathers of Israel, said unto them, Ye have nothing to do with us to 
build an house unto our God; but we ourselves together will build unto 
the Lord God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia hath 
commanded us” (Ezra 4:3). 


This rejection of their Jewish brethren from the Northern Kingdom 
was probably an over reaction by Zerubbabel, and others, for the 
prophets had spoken of a time when the tribes of Israel, and all the 
nations, would come together to worship the God of Israel (study Acts 
2:1-12). 


Sixty Years Later: Ezra 7 - 10 


With the Temple completed under Darius II (522 - 486 BC), and with 
the passing of almost sixty years, attention turned in Scripture to 
another leader among the remaining Exiles in Babylon. His name was 
Ezra. 


In the seventh year, or c. 458 BC, during the reign of Artaxerxes I, 
who was called Longimanus, or long handed, Ezra took a trip to 
Jerusalem (7:6-26). He was not alone. A number of Jews went with him 
C727): 


As a scholar, and a teacher, Ezra had an important place in the plan of 
God, for the Lord has given to His people such individuals for their 
perfection. 


“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
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Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4:11 - 13). 


As Ezra began to teach the Torah, there was a dawning awareness 
among the people that some had done something very wrong. 
Individuals returning from the Exile, had married non-Exiles, who had 
been dwelling near Jerusalem. Some of these marriages were taking 
place with non-Israelites. 


Ezra remined the people that God intended them to be separate from 
other nations. How was this possible if the Law was not kept, and the 
Jewish beliefs and ceremonies were discarded? Ezra feared those 
returning from the Exile would be corrupted. 


Consider 


Ezra had reason to be concerned over the mixed marriages, because 
the ungodly tends to transform the godly more than vice versa. The 
apostle Paul recognized this truth, and pleaded with the people of his 
generation. 


“IT beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” 
(Rom. 12:1-2). 


For Ezra, in order for the returning Exiles to be separate from the 
world of the Canaanites, and for the returning Exiles to be faithful to 
the Torah, the non-Israelite spouses had to be put away, or divorced. 


Following a heartfelt prayer of repentance on behalf of the people 
over unlawful marriages (9:1-15), Ezra proceeded to demand that 
believing Jewish men divorce their unbelieving Gentile wives (10:1- 
44). 


Consider 


It has been argued that “Ezra was simply putting into practice what 
God had commanded for his people, for their own spiritual good and 
blessing. The Jewish men of his day had sinned, and married Gentile 
women, who did not identify with the faith of Israel, and so were not 
Believers. It had nothing to do with their skin color or even their race. 
It had everything to do with their lack of faith in Jehovah, the one true 
God” (Unnamed Source). 
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The counsel of Paul, concerning interfaith marriages, is that they 
should not take place, and for the same reasons outlined in the Torah 
(study Deut. 7:1; Eph. 2:1-3; 5:1-12; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1). 


Those who do not believe the Israelites should have divorced their 
wives in mass without compelling evidence of personal corruption, 
notice that God never commanded Ezra to issue his proposed solution 
to the concerns of the Elders of Israel (Ezra 9:1). 


Moreover, the prophet Malachi, a contemporary of Ezra, and 
Nehemiah, declares that God hates divorce. “For the LORD, the God 
of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence 
with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore, take heed to 
your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously” (Mal. 2:16). 


Consider the King’s Cupbearer: Ezra 7 - 10 


While Ezra was in Jerusalem advocating for moral, and social reform, 
a man named Nehemiah remained in Babylon as the king’s cupbearer. 
Despite his exalted position, Nehemiah was not happy. 


When king Artaxerxes saw Nehemiah was sad, he asked what was 
wrong. Nehemiah explained that it was his longing to return to his 
people. Artaxerxes was sympathetic to his trusted cupbearer, and 
appointed him governor of Judah (Neh. 5:14). Nehemiah could go 
home. Like Ezra, he would not return alone, but with this difference. 
Artaxerxes gave Nehemiah an armed escort, and many resources. 


The Sword and the Trowel: Nehemiah 1 - 7 


After returning to Judah, Nehemiah set to work exhorting the people 
to finish repairing the walls of the city. This was not easy to do, 
because there was opposition from people who had been living around 
Jerusalem. 


Part of the opposition to the reconstruction of the city walls was the 
prophesy of Zechariah, a contemporary of Ezra and Nehemiah. It was 
the prediction of Zechariah that the New Jerusalem of God and His 
kingdom would consist of a city without walls. 


“And said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem 
shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and 
cattle therein: 5 For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire 
round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her” (Zech. 2:4, 5). 


Consider 
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Prophetic pundits, and sincere Christians, should go and visit the Holy 
Land if they believe that modern day Israel is fulfilling the ancient 
prophesy of Scripture. It is not. Modern Israel has better border 
security than Ezra and Nehemiah could have ever dreamed of. 


“Israel has built such a technologically advanced wall on its borders 
that is always in the news headlines for one reason or the other. The 
wall is so strong that it can't be trespassed by anyone” 
(ENTERTALES). 


In contrast to the prophetic vision of Zechariah, Nehemiah informs 
the people living near the Holy City that they will have no part in 
Jerusalem. “Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of 
heaven, he will prosper us; therefore, we his servants will arise and 
build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem” 
(Neh. 2:20). 


Glory Days of Spiritual Revival: Nehemiah 8 - 12 


Ezra and Nehemiah united to bring a spiritual revival to the people of 
God in Judah. The Israelites gathered before the Water Gate to hear 
Ezra the scribe read the Book of the Law of Moses, and explain its 
meaning (8:1-9). From morning till night, the people listened to the 
Word of God. 


Then, Nehemiah said to the people, “Go your way, eat the fat, and 
drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is 
prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for 
the joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh. 8:10). 


Sukkot, The Seventh Feast 


The period of joy was followed by keeping the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Feast of Booths), to remember the faithfulness of God to the Exodus 
Generation (Ex. 23:16; Deut. 16:13-16). 


Remembering the Feast of Tabernacles was followed by confession of 
sin (Neh. 9:1-31), a renewal of vows to keep the Covenant with the 
Lord (9:32-11:2 ), and another celebration. 


From Revival to Rampage 


It was not long after these events signaling spiritual renewal in Israel, 
that Nehemiah decided to make a tour of the city. What he discovered 
alarmed him. The people had already removed themselves from their 
recently stated Covenant vows (see Gal. 1:6-9). The good work which 
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Ezra had begun was being allowed to languish. People were violating 
the Torah, and working on the Sabbath. Many were selling their 
merchandise to God’s people when they should be worshiping and 
resting. 


Totally exasperated with people, Nehemiah became enraged. “And I 
contended with them, and cursed them, and smote certain of them, 
and plucked off their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, Ye 
shall not give your daughters unto their sons, nor take their daughters 
unto your sons, or for yourselves” (Neh. 13:25). 


Let us Close in Prayer: Nehemiah 13:29-31 


After beating some people up, literally, cursing them, pulling out their 
hair, and chasing individuals, like one of the sons of Joiada from 
himself (13:28), Nehemiah suddenly breaks out in prayer. It is a 
prayer for retributive justice upon his brethren, and self-serving in the 
extreme. 


“Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the 
priesthood, and the Covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites. 
30 Thus cleansed I them from all strangers, and appointed the 
wards of the priests and the Levites, everyone in his business; 31 
And for the wood offering, at times appointed, and for the first 
fruits. Remember me, O my God, for good” (Neh. 13:29-31). 


With the image of an angry, but self-righteous governor in view, the 
Book of Ezra-Nehemiah comes to a conclusion. 


Lessons to Learn 
Ezra - Nehemiah 


If there are some lessons to be learned from the Book of Ezra- 
Nehemiah, the following might be considered. 


God is Faithful 


The Lord made a Covenant with Abraham and His descendants, and 
the Lord keeps His Covenants. 


There is Always Hope 
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No matter how dark the hour may be in life, there is always hope for 
tomorrow. If there is a mountain top, there is a valley below. 


The Lord is Present 


The Lord will provide leads of His choice to guide His people. They 
will come from various walks of life, illustrated in Cyrus, the Servant 
of the Lord, who was king of the Persian Empire. There is always an 
Ezra, calling souls to repentance and salvation. There is always a 
Nehemiah, passionate, zealous, self-righteous, but effective in 
motivating people to do more than they want to do. 


There are Times of Spiritual Refreshment 


From time-to-time God might send spiritual renewal, and a revival to a 
nation, in order to preserve them from utter annihilation, and being 
swept away into the dustbin of history. 


God’s Work Must be Done God’s Way 


When a heaven-sent revival comes, people will want to do God’s work, 
God’s way. They will listen to the Scriptures, and seek understanding 
of the Word of God. They will Covenant to obey, for that is the normal 
impulse in the presence of God. They will begin work on those 
projects which are important to God. And, they will love, protect, and 
help one another. 


There is an Anger which is Righteous 


A holy anger is not wrong, but enragement that lashes out to hurt 
other people, by cursing them, slapping them, pulling out their hair, 
and driving them away in fear, is very wrong. No imprecatory, self- 
serving prayer can justify such behavior. 


Change is Difficult 


It is hard for people to change. The spiritual state of the post Exilic 
generation was soon as wretched as the spiritual state of the pre- 
Exilic generation of 586 BC, which led to Israel’s enslavement under 
the judging wrath of God. Therefore, do not expect to change others 
when you cannot change yourself. Be longsuffering. Suffer long with 
those who disagree, offend, and hate you. 


The Problem of Sin Must be Addressed 


175 


Unless people address the sinful core issues of their hearts, there will 
be no moral, social, or political reformation. When the Will to Power 
replaces the Will of God, then the Law of the Jungle will guide human 
behavior, and not the Law of Love, Grace, Mercy, and Truth. 


The Book of Ezra - Nehemiah reiterates what the prophets Jeremiah 
(chapter 31) and Ezekiel (chapter 36) declared. People need a new 


heart from the Lord. Fallen man will not, and cannot, change himself. 
Salvation is of the Lord. 


THE BOOK OF 
ESTHER 
Unknown, perhaps Mordecai around 465 BC 


Part One 


Central Characters in the Book of Esther 


Ahasuerus (Xerxes I) Ruler of the Persian Empire October 486 BC - 
465 BC (Reign) 


Esther A Jewish maiden, the daughter of Abihail, and 
a relative of Mordecai 
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Haman (magnificent) The prime minister under Ahasuerus who 
despised Jews; a descendant of the Amalekites whose king, Agag, 
was cursed (Ex. 17:14; Num. 24:7; 1 Sam. 15:8) 


Mordecai (little man) A Benjamite who was taken captive by the 
Babylonians in 586 BC; he was a relative to Esther whom he 
raised as a daughter, but was willing to prostitute her to Ahasuerus 
for one night for personal power and profit 


Vashti (once desired) A wife of King Ahasuerus, who publicly 
defied her husband 


SCENE I 
A Very Foolish Royal Decree 
Invitation to a Banquet: Esther 1:1-22 


Following the Babylonian Exile, many Jews returned to Jerusalem, 
such as Ezra and Nehemiah, but many also remained in the foreign 
country of Babylon having assimilated into its society. Not a few of the 
foreign Jews lived in Susa, the capital city of the Persian Empire. 


Some of the exiled Jews could be found near the royal court, such as 
Mordecai, whose name means “little man.” Though Mordecai might 
have been small in physical stature, he was great in sin, as the 
narrative indicates, and great in stubbornness. Mordecai refused to 
bow to Haman, the prime minister to the king. According to the Greek 
historian Herodotus, if a person bowed to a Persian official, they 
showed honor to a god. To his eternal credit, Mordecai refused to 
engage in any act bordering on idolatry. 


The Book of Esther opens in the third year of the reign of the Persian 
king, Ahasuerus (Xerxes I), giving two lavish banquets, the first of 
which lasted for 187 days, total (1:4-5). These royal banquets took 
place in 484 BC. Being a proud monarch, Ahasuerus put on display 
the riches of his glorious kingdom (1:4). 


Not to be outdone, Queen Vashti also put on a royal banquet for all 
the women in the royal house (1:9). So splendid were the decorations 
for her banquet, and so eloquent did she look, that the passions of 
Ahasuerus were aroused. In a slobbering state of intoxication, King 
Ahasuerus sent a royal escort of seven men to bring Vashti, the queen, 
to the king, who wanted to display her beauty before the people, and 
princes of the land. 
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However, Vashti was determined not to be treated in a shameful and 
disrespectful way. She refused to be escorted by the king’s men, and 
put on public display, on the basis of the whim of her inebriated 
husband. 


Vashti’s refusal to honor the wishes of the king enraged the monarch, 
to the point he issued a royal decree that “all the wives throughout 
the Persian Empire were to give their husbands honor” (1:20). 


The foolishness of this commandment was that it tried to control 
human nature. First, no one has more authority over another person 
than what that individual is willing to give them. Second, there is no 
man on earth who is a match for a woman whose mind is made up to 
go her own way, and this includes kings and potentates. Third, 
respect is not something to be demanded, but earned. Women can 
respect a man who loves and values them as a person, but not a man 
who considers them to be a dog to command, or a beauty trophy. 


SCENE II 
One Night with the King 


A Month to Remember: Tebeth (Dec - Jan), 479 BC: Esther 2:1- 
23 


Though Queen Vashti had defied the king, Ahasuerus was inclined to 
restore her to his favor in the royal court, until his advisers suggested 
an alternative course of action. “Why not select a new queen, one lest 
troublesome?” 


Those who were proposing this idea to the king had given it some 
considerable thought, for evil men are often clever individuals as they 
work out the details of their foolish imaginations. The wicked do not 
care who they hurt, as long as they can advance their own agenda. 
Those who fawn over individuals with political power and wealth, tend 
to be the most aggressive in gaining the attention of their potential 
benefactor. 


The king’s advisors suggested that a beauty pageant be held in all the 
provinces of the Persian Empire. The most beautiful virgins in the 
land were to be gathered at the palace at Shushan. The woman who 
pleased the king, in every way, including sexually, could become 
queen instead of Vashti (2:1-4). 


In the providence of God, there was a certain Jew, whose name was 
Mordecai. When Mordecai heard of the plan in the palace court to 
depose Queen Vashti, and advance an unknown maiden to the throne, 
he was intrigued. Rather than be alarmed, or disgusted at the 
disloyalty of people to their Queen, rather than protest the perverted 
plan of unscrupulous men, Mordecai embraced the process, for, there 
lived with him a beautiful young woman named Hadassah (Heb. 
Hadaccah [had-as-saw’]), or, Esther (Persian). 


Because her parents were dead, Mordecai had brought Esther up, and 
treated her as his own daughter, which makes the next part of the 
historical narrative so disturbing (2:5-7). 


An Evil Process, But a Providential Result 


In the search for beautiful virgins to be presented to King Ahasuerus 
for his pleasure, and evaluation, the following procedure was 
followed. 


First, each maiden was inspected by Hegai, the keeper of women 
(2:8). If he was pleased with the young woman, he was kind to her 
(2:8). 


Second, the maiden who passed an initial inspection by Hegai was 
given items for personal purification. Seven female attendants 
assisted in the rituals of beautification, which took twelve months to 
complete. Six months were given to being treated with various oils, 
and six months were given to being treated with sweet odours (2:9- 
12). 


Third, once the beautification rituals were completed, each maiden 
was made available to King Ahasuerus for his sexual pleasure, and 
personal attention. Each maiden was to go in to king Ahasuerus and 
spend the night with him (2:12). 


Fourth, in the evening the young virgin went in to the king; in the 
morning, when the woman left, she went to another residency, a 
second house, reserved for the women who had slept with the king. 
There, the young woman was placed in the custody of Shaashgaz, a 
king’s chamberlain (2:13-14). 


Fifth, as a reward, or payment, for spending one night with the king, 
each woman was given a gift of her own choosing, “whatsoever she 
desired” (2:13). 
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Caught up in this royal sexual perversion was Hadassah (Heb. 
“myrtle’), or Esther. The flower of her virginity was taken from her by 
a godless king who had no respect for anything but his own unbridled 
sensual passions. Is it any wonder that one of the seven sins that God 
hates the most is “wicked imaginations”? (Prov. 6:16-19) 


After Esther had gone into the king and spent the night with him, she 
was asked, like all the other young women, what she desired by way 
of payment. To her eternal credit Esther required nothing, for she 
desired nothing (1:15). There is no price that can be placed on godly 
purity. There is no amount of money, or personal item, that can cover 
the cost of lost virtue. 


Interlude 
A Word to Mordecai 


“Mordecai, the deed is done. Though you walked every day before the 
court of the women’s house to know how Esther was doing leading up 
to her one-night stand with the king, you did nothing to protect her. 
That, Mordecai, is to your eternal shame. Remember this time 
Mordecai. Never forget that in the month of Tebeth (January), in the 
seventh year of the reign of King Ahasuerus, 479 BC, you allowed 
your beautiful ‘daughter’ to be abused in the royal bedchamber, 
without any recorded protest” (2:15). 


Part Two 
From Lust to Love 
Though the process was wretched, the end product of Esther’s 
encounter with King Ahasuerus was providential, for the LORD turned 
the heart of the king from lust to love. “And the king loved Esther” 
(2:17; Prov. 21:1). Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound, 
for now Queen Esther was in a strategic position to help God’s people. 


SCENE III 
Mordecai Discovers a Plot 


Once more the providence of God flashes forth, because it so 
happened that while Mordecai was sitting in the Royal Garden, two 
very angry, and very careless chamberlains were heard to be planning 
to assassinate the king. Because the intentions of the chamberlains 
had been revealed to Mordecai, he immediately told Esther the queen, 
who told the king. The assassination plot was confirmed, and 
Mordecai was credited with protecting the life of Ahasuerus. The two 
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potential assassins were hanged on a tree (Esther 2:21-23; study 
Deut. 21:22-23; Lev. 18:24-28; Num. 35:3-35; Gal. 3:13; Acts 10:39; 
13:29). 


SCENE IV 
Haman’s Conspiracy against the Jews 


The narrative in the book of Esther shifts to introduce a man named 
Haman (Heb. “magnificent”). While the details of his rise to power, 
and the king’s favor, is not given, his personal pride, and abuse of 
political power is described. What is interesting about Haman, is that 
he is not a Persian, but an Agagite, which means he was a descendant 
of the Canaanites, whom the Lord had marked for destruction (1 Sam. 
15). 


It is part of the mysterious side of Divine providence that God has 
decreed the total annihilation of souls, every man, woman, and child 
(Num. 31:17; Joshua 6:21-22). The Amalekites were numbered among 
such people. “Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that 
they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant 
and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass” (1 Sam. 15:3). As an 
Agagite, Haman would have been taught this part of his history. When 
he found himself in a position to reverse the situation, and utterly 
destroy the Jews, he moved to do so. 


Interlude 


The Ten Commandments teach, “Thou shalt not kill” (Exodus 20:13; 
Deut. 5:17). Hebrew scholars note the word for kill conveys the idea 
of murder. “Thou shalt not murder.” The taking of another human life 
can be justified, under certain circumstances. Rulers are meant to be 
“an avenger for wrath to him that doeth evil” (Rom. 13:4). According 
to Scripture, the Canaanites, the descendants of Canaan, a grandson 
of Noah, were sexual deviants, spreaders of diseases, idolators, and 
worthy of extermination. They were under a curse since the days of 
the Flood (Gen. 9:19-25). “Cursed be Canaan. A servant of servants 
shall he be unto his brethren.” The passing of time did nothing to 
improve the behavior of the Canaanites, and so they were markd for 
destruction (Deut. 2:34; 3:6; 20:16-18). 


If a Christian does not fully comprehend the concept of a Divine 
genocide, then he must bow before the Sovereign, and remember that 
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the thoughts of God are beyond our understanding (Isaiah 55:9; Rom. 
11:33-36). As the sovereign, infinite, and eternal God, the Lord has a 
right to rule His creation in the way that He deems best. What 
Christians must believe, is that the God of the universe will do right. 
What the Christian must teach, is the whole counsel of God, including 
the truth about Divine genocide. This understanding of Jewish history 
helps to explain why Haman wanted a pogrom, or massacre, and 
holocaust, or the utter slaughter of the Jews. The hatred of Haman 
was rooted in a blood lust for revenge on behalf of his ancestors, and 
to satiate his own personal anger. Having been elevated to the highest 
position in the land, except for the king, Haman seized the moment to 
kill his personal enemy Mordecai, and the traditional enemy of the 
Canaanites. 


A Royal Decree of Death 


One day, in the month of Nisan (March-April), in the year 474 BC, 
Haman presented King Ahasuerus with a plan which he prefaced with 
propaganda. Haman told the king that the Jews in the Persian Empire 
were different, lawless, and a financial burden. They should be 
destroyed. With the roll of the dice (Heb. pur), Haman decided that 
every man, woman, and child were to be slaughtered on the 13 day of 
the twelfth month, which is the month Adar (Heb. “noble”; March 
[containing 29 days]). The Jews had eleven months to live. 


Money from the royal treasury would finance the Holocaust (Esther 
3:6-15). The king gave his seal of approval to murder the Jews. Then, 
he celebrated with Haman this new policy with a drinking banquet. 


SCENE V 
Queen Esther Agrees to Help the Jews 
For This Very Moment: Esther 4:1-17 
When Mordecai heard of Haman’s plan to exterminate the Jews, the 


Bible says that he put on sackcloth as a sign of mourning, and publicly 
wept. These were fearful days for all the Jews as their fate was 
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contemplated. Haman made no provision to keep his intentions secret, 
for evil is bold, militant, ruthless, and without mercy. If the Jews were 
terrified, so much the better. 


When word reached Queen Esther, the Bible says that she determined 
in her heart to do something, and for a good reason. As Mordecai had 
pointed out to her, Esther would not be spared the royal decree just 
because she was queen. The fate of Vashti was all the evidence Esther 
needed that she was not safe. 


Therefore, Esther would go before the king, and plead for her life, and 
the life of her people. Esther would demand an audience with the 
king, even if it meant her death, for no one was to approach the king 
without his permission, signified by his holding out a golden scepter 
(3:11). Queen Esther made this bold commitment saying, “And if I 
perish, I perish” (3:16). But, who knows if Esther had not become 
queen for this very moment? 


To help her in her preparation mentally and spiritually, Esther asked 
the Jews present in Shushan to fast on her behalf for three days and 
nights; she and her maidens would fast as well. It is always 
encouraging to know that others are praying for you, and standing 
with you in a crisis. 


SCENE VI 


Queen Esther’s Banquet 


Holding Out the Golden Sceptre: Esther 5:1-9:12 


In an act of incredible personal courage, Esther did go before the 
king, and was well received. To her surprise, and delight, Ahasuerus 
offered to grant her whatever she wished, up to half of his kingdom 
(5:4). Bidding her time, and choosing her words wisely, Esther would 
make several petitions. 


In her first petition, Esther asked that the king and Haman come to a 
special banquet she will prepare (5:6). Excited with the idea of a 
private audience with the King and Queen, Haman left the palace only 
to encounter Mordecai, who once more offended him (5:9). Haman 
then ordered a 75-foot-tall scaffold be built on which to hang 
Mordecai the next day. 
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Interlude 
The King Honors Mordecai 
(the same night) 


Reading In the Middle of the Night: Esther 6:1-14 


While Esther began preparation for a special banquet, while Haman 
fumed over Mordecai, the king spent a restless night. Needing a 
distraction, he asked the book of the chronicles be read to him. In the 
providence of the Lord, it was found written where Mordecai had 
exposed the assassination plot against the king, and never been 
properly rewarded. Something should be done about that. King 
Ahasuerus decided to honor Mordecai in a public way, much to the 
chagrin of Haman. 


SCENE VII 
Haman Receives His Punishment 


In her second petition, Esther asked that she, and her people, be 
spared from death (7:3-4). 


After being compelled to help honor Mordecai, Haman went home to 
his family to discuss the situation when he was summoned to the 
banquet prepared by Queen Esther. Once Ahasuerus and Haman were 
settled down to enjoy the meal, Esther indicated she had something to 
say. Esther informed the king that she was a Jewess, and Haman was 
trying to kill her. Haman had also issued a decree to kill all of her 
Jewish people, including Mordecai, who had saved the king’s life. It 
was a dramatic moment, and terrifying for Haman. He suddenly 
realized he had convinced the king to murder the queen, whom the 
king loved dearly. 


For a moment, King Ahasuerus was overwhelmed with the news. He 
had to think about this situation, and so rose to leave the room. While 
he was gone, Haman began to plead for his life with Esther, to the 
point that he prostrated himself before her. However, when the king 
returned, what he saw was a unscrupulous man trying to seduce his 
wife in the royal court. It was all too much, and Haman was hanged, 
or impaled on the very stake that was prepared for Mordecai (8:7-10). 


SCENE VIII 


Queen Esther Saves the Jews 
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If it Please the King Esther: 8:1-17 

The death of Haman, and the public execution of his sons, did not 
resolve the problem of the irrevocable royal decree that all the Jews 
be put to death on the appointed date. It was the law of the land. 
Could something be done? Indeed, something could be done. In a 
third petition Esther asked the king to issue a counter-decree allowing 
the Jews to defend themselves. This was done so that the Jews were 
allowed to defend themselves on the day of their appointed 
extermination. 


SCENE IX 
The Jews Destroy Their Tormentors 
Establishing the Feast of Purim Esther 9:1-32 


With the Jews able to defend themselves, the attempted genocide 
failed (9:1-12). However, there was still unfinished business. In her 
fourth petition, Esther asked that the ten sons of the wicked Haman 
be publicly executed (9:12). As before, the request of Esther was 
granted, and the sons of Haman were executed (9:14). Then, the Jews 
established the Feast of Purim to commemorate a day of Divine 
deliverance (9:15-32). 


SCENE X 
Finis 

Mordecai, A Child of God Esther 10:1-4 

The Book of Esther concludes with a brief statement about additional 
taxes, and the exaltation of Mordecai, who stood next to King 
Ahasuerus. Mordecai was esteemed among the Jews, and well 
respected by the Persians. He sought to do good to the Jews, and 
bring peace to their lives. Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers 
for they shall be called the children of God” (Matt. 5:9). 


Observe 

Because both Mordecai and Esther were associated with extravagant 
banquets and drinking, because they were part of a web of intrigue, 
sex, and murder, because they violated many specific commands of 
the Torah, such as promoting the marriage of a Jewess to a Gentile, 
they are not held up as paradigms of moral integrity. Rather, attention 
is focused on their personal bravery, and their willingness to help 
their people in a time of need. To their eternal credit, Mordecai and 
Esther did trust in Divine providence, they did display wisdom and 
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ingenuity, they never lost hope, and they did prove the ability to 
survive against powerful political, and social forces. 


The Church can read the stories found in the Book of Esther, and 
remember that it too has been raised up to preserve the people of 
God, to do good to others, to be faithful against all odds, and to never 
lose hope. Let the Church sing a song of victory and triumph. 


Onward, Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 
Going on before. 

Christ, the royal Master, 
Leads against the foe; 
Forward into battle 

See His banners go! 


Onward, Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war, 

With the Cross of Jesus 
Going on before. 


Like a mighty army 

Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading 
Where the saints have trod. 
We are not divided, 

All one body we, 

One in hope, in doctrine, 
One in charity. 


Crowns and thrones may perish, 
Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus 
Constant will remain. 


Gates of hell can never 

’Gainst that church prevail; 
We have Christ’s own promise, 
And that cannot fail. 


Onward then, ye people, 
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Join our happy throng, 
Blend with ours your voices 
In the triumph song. 

Glory, laud and honor 

Unto Christ the King, 

This through countless ages 
men and angels sing. 


~Sabine Baring-Gould 


THE BOOK OF 
JOB 
Unknown, perhaps during Solomon's rule (about 950 BC) 


The Book of Job is considered by some to be the oldest piece of 
literature in the world. Certainly, it is an intriguing book for several 
reasons, not the least of which is the setting takes place far away from 
the Land of Israel in a place called Uz (lit. “replacement”). Uz remains 
an unspecified territory, probably located in Hauran South of 
Damascus, or perhaps between Edom and northern Arabia. Study Jer. 
25:20; Job 1:1; Lam. 4:21. 


Though Job was not an Israelite, he did have a personal knowledge of 
the living God, and was highly favored by the Lord. Job’s personal 
piety, and intimate relationship with God became the center of 
interest, when the sons of God came to present themselves before the 
Lord. Satan also came among them (Job 1:5). 


It is tempting to pause, and speculate, why, and how, the sons of God 
present themselves to the Lord, with Satan being present among 
them. The Bible does not seek to reveal the dark hidden secrets of 
the spirit world, but the idea of a heavenly convocation, where Lucifer 
is present is intriguing. 
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The “sons of God”, are heavenly beings associated with God. They can 
be understood as being a divine council. “A Psalm of Asaph. God 
standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the 
gods” (Psalms 82:1). The “sons of God” are called the council of the 
holy ones. “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, 
and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him” (Psalms 
89:7). 


The main point in the narrative is not to focus on the sons of God, nor 
on Satan, but to consider the man Job, and the important questions he 
raised based on the sufferings he experienced. 


The Various Sufferings of Job 


e Job suffered Satanic oppression. Job 
1:6-12; 2:1-6 

e Job suffered financial setbacks. Job 1:13-17 

e Job suffered the death of his children. Job 
1:18-19 

e Job suffering from boils on his body. Job 2:7-8 

e Job suffered the mental anguish of an unsupportive wife. Job 
2:9-10 

e Job suffered the anguish of miserable Comforters. Job 
2:11-13 

e Job suffered depression. Job 3:1-3 


Prologue: Job 1 - 2 


The opening chapter introduces a devout man named Job, living in the 
land of Uz. Job is declared to be blameless in the sight of God. This 
does not mean he was without sin. It does mean that Job lived a life of 
integrity before man and God. He lived in a righteous manner. Job 
feared God, and turned away from evil, which is defined as injurious 
behavior to self, or others. 


Despite a life of nobility, Job’s world suddenly fell apart. Within a 
short period of time, wave after wave of suffering cascaded over him, 
in the form of financial loss, the death of his children, and inexplicable 
boils on his body. 
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Swept up in the Angelic Conflict 


Job was perplexed as to what was happening to him. Little did Job 
understand that he had been swept up in the angelic conflict, the war 
that wages between God in heaven, and the demons of hell, who have 
been cast down to earth (Isaiah 14:13-14; Gen. 3:1; Luke 4:5-6; Rev. 
12:4). The apostle Paul explains. “For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). 


Until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ at His Second Advent (Acts 
1:11; Heb. 9:28), Christians will have to contend with the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. Like a roaring lion, Satan goes about to accuse 
the brethren. Satan went before God to accuse Job. 

The Main Accusation of Satan Against Job 


When Job was presented by the Lord as an exhibit of godliness, Satan 
(Heb. “Accuser”) mocked, and said that Job only served the Lord 
because he was a blessed man, with a hedge of personal protection 
around him. “But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, 
and he will curse thee to thy face” (Job 1:5). 


Job’ s Wealth 


e Sons z 

e Daughters 3 

e Sheep 7,000 

¢ Camels 3,000 

e Oxen 500 

e She asses 500 


A great household — 


On Job’s behalf, the Lord accepted the challenge. Satan was given 
permission to harm Job in a variety of ways, but not to take his life. 
The Devil did what he could to cause Job to curse the Lord, but Job 
sinned not (1:22). 


Rather than concede defeat, Satan leveled another charge against Job. 
It was Satan’s position that Job only honored the Lord because his 
health was good. “But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone 


189 


and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face” (2:5). Divine 
permission was granted for Satan to afflict Job. Job’s response is one 
for the ages. When his own wife suggested he curse God, and Job, the 
faithful man of God replied, “What? shall we receive good at the hand 
of God, and shall we not receive evil?” In all this did not Job sin with 
his lips (2:10). 


An Earnest Inquiry: Job 3 - 31 


Three Non-Israelites 
Who Are Miserable Comforters 


e Eliphaz Temanite Job himself is to blame Job 4:7-8 

e Bildad Shuhite God will not side with evil people Job 8:20 

e Zophar Naamathite It is time for Job to confess Job 
11:14-15, 17 


While Job considered his financial ruin, the death of his children, and 
his horrible health issues, three friends came to comfort Job. In an 
effort to identify with Job in his suffering, the men cried out in 
anguish, and wept. They tore their clothing as a sign of grief, they 
tossed dust upon their heads toward heaven, and they sat down with 
Job for seven days, and seven nights, before they spoke (2:11-13). 


At the end of the formal mourning period, Job and his friends entered 
into an extended dialogue, concerning the origin of pain and suffering 
in the plan of God. One immediate possibility came to the mind of 
Job’s three friends. Job was suffering because of some terrible sin in 
his life. It would be good if Job confessed his transgression 


Job too, wanted to know why he was suffering, but his conclusion was 
far different than that of his friends. Job believed that only God could 
answer that question, because Job knew in his heart, he had done 
nothing to earn, or deserve such harsh treatment. Perhaps God would 
reveal the answer. 

However, in the chapters to follow, God does not explain the 
sufferings of Job. The Lord does not have to give an account of why He 
does anything, or allows something to be done in His creation. 
Comparing Scripture with Scripture, the believer is left to conclude 
the following as to why people suffer. While the book of Job does not 
answer the question as why God allows good people to suffer, other 
Scriptures do. 
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Why Christians Suffer 


Christians suffer when they engage in a frantic search for 
happiness in an inappropriate way. The book of Ecclesiastes 
establishes this principle through the life of Solomon. Solomon 
engaged in a frantic search for happiness, and then concluded in 
sorrow “all is vanity and a vexation of spirit” (Eccl. 1:14). 


Christians suffer from a guilty conscience. “Now the end of the 
commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good 
conscience, and of faith unfeigned: 6 From which some having 
swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling” (1 Tim. 1:5-6). 


Christians suffer from the suppression of sin in the self- 
consciousness of the soul. When inappropriate attitude and actions 
are engaged in, and then justified, ecclesiastical judgment is a real 
possibility. The apostle Paul delivered Hymenaeus and Alexander over 
to Satan for physical and mental abuse, to teach them to learn not to 
blaspheme. “Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some 
having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck: 20 Of whom 
is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that 
they may learn not to blaspheme” (1 Tim. 1:19-20. 


Consider 


God wants His children to keep the truth in a holy vessel, and with a 
pure conscience. “Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience” (1 Tim. 3:9). “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:9). 


Christians suffer because the Word of God is rejected. In 2 Kings 
17:13-14 the prophet of God explains why there was going to be war 
with the nation of Assyria, and Israel is going to lose the contest. “Yet 
the Lord testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the 
prophets, and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, 
and keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the law 
which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my 
servants the prophets. 14 Notwithstanding they would not hear, but 
hardened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not 
believe in the Lord their God.” 
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Christians suffer, and inflict emotional and physical pain on 
others, when particular acts of sin are not isolated and 
mortified, or put to death. “Looking diligently lest any man fail of 
the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, 
and thereby many be defiled” (Heb. 12:15). 


Christians suffer when divinely established authority is 
rejected, reflected in the story of Dathan and Abiram, as recorded in 
Numbers 16:1-35; Deuteronomy 11:6; Psalm 106:17. 


Christians suffer pain and sorrow by marrying the wrong 
person. “Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 2 Son of 
man, cause Jerusalem to know her abominations, 3 And say, Thus 
saith the Lord God unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy nativity is of the 
land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite” 
(Ezek. 16:-13). 


Christians suffer because they are interrelated to others in the 
body of Christ who are hurting (1 Cor. 12:26). There are several 
great metaphors of the Church in the New Testament, and each one 
illustrates the essential unity of believers to one another and to 
Christ. Romans 14:7 explains. “For none of us liveth to himself, and no 
man dieth to himself”. 


Christians suffer from divine discipline. “My son, despise not the 
chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: 12 For 
whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom 
he delighteth” (Prov. 3:11). 


Christians suffer as part of the angelic conflict. Test the emotion 
in your heart lest you be subject to demonic suggestion, as Job, and 
Ananias. 


Job. “And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant 
Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright 
man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? And still he holdeth 
fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy 
him without cause. 4 And Satan answered the Lord, and said, Skin for 
skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 5 But put forth 
thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse 
thee to thy face. 6 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine 
hand; but save his life. 7 So went Satan forth from the presence of the 
Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his 
crown” (Job 2:3-7). 
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Ananias. “But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to 
lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?” 
(Acts 5:3). 


Christians suffer in order to have patience produced in the life. 
“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let 
patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing. 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him. 6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed” 
(James 1:2-6). 


Christians suffer from bad political decisions of rulers. Jesus 
predicted a period of great tribulation for the nation of Israel. In the 
summer of AD 66 Jewish leaders encouraged a revolt against Rome. 
Soldiers marched against the city. Many Christians were caught up in 
this national calamity. 


“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 15 When ye 
therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him 
understand:) 16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the 
mountains: 17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to 
take anything out of his house: 18 Neither let him which is in the field 
return back to take his clothes. 19 And woe unto them that are with 
child, and to them that give suck in those days! 20 But pray ye that 
your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 21 For 
then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of 
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And except those days 
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the 
elect's sake those days shall be shortened” (Matt. 24:14). 


Christians suffer when their own standards of morality are 
violated. “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, 
high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away. 6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead 
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captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever 
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 
Tim. 3:1-7). 


Christians suffer from the ravages of war. “And ye shall hear of 
wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these 
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be 
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers’ places” (Matt. 
24:6-7). 


Christians suffer by not knowing, or not remembering the 
promises of God. “For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he 
must rise again from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went away again 
unto their own home. 11 But Mary stood without at the sepulcher 
weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the 
sepulcher, 12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the 
head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain” 
(john 20:9-12). 


Christians suffer in the process of dying, as a result of the fall. 
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. 
5:12). 


Christians suffer when the Lord’s Supper is taken in an 
inappropriate manner. “For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's 
body. 30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and 
many sleep. 31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be 
judged” (1 Cor. 11:29-31). 


Christians suffer because they exercise their spiritual gift. “Of 
the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I 
beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a 
night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 In journeyings often, in 
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own 
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in 
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 
In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, 
in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside those things that 
are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the 
churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I 
burn not? 30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which 
concern mine infirmities” (2 Cor. 11:24-30). 
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Christians suffer due to religious jealousies. “And Saul was 
consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great 
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they 
were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and 
Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men carried Stephen to 
his burial, and made great lamentation over him” (Acts 8:1-2). 


Christians suffer because they love Christ more than family or 
friends. “And a man's foes shall be they of his own household” (Matt. 
10:36). 


Christians may suffer in order to be kept from more sin. “And if 
thy right eye offends thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not 
that thy whole body should be cast into hell” (Matt. 5:29). 


Christians suffer in order to empathize with others. “Bear ye one 
another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). 


Christians suffer in order to preserve the life of others. [And 
Joseph said unto his brethren] “Now therefore be not grieved, nor 
angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me 
before you to preserve life” (Gen. 45:5). 


Christians suffer to demonstrate the theological truth that God 
is the sovereign Ruler of the universe, and can dispose of it as 
He pleases. “And the Lord said unto him, Who hath made man's 
mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? 
have not I the Lord?” (Ex. 4:11). 


A Time to Talk: Job 3 - 28 


A Dialogue with Deity 


¢ God will discuss the question of His right to rule. Divine Eternality 

¢ God will discuss the question of His justice. Divine Justice 

¢ God will discuss the question of His sovereignty. Divine 
Providence 

¢ God will discuss the question of His morality. Divine 
Morality (Theodicy) 
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When Job engages with his Comforters, a cyclical pattern of 
discussion is established. Job will speak, and then one of his friends 
will respond. 

Three Cycles 


e First Cycle Job 3-14 
e Second Cycle Job 15-21 
e Third Cycle Job 22 - 28 


Each Comforter begins with the presuppositional thought that Job is 
suffering because of some secret sin, which he should confess. Job 
argues that he has done nothing wrong to merit the suffering he must 
endure. Both the Comforters, and Job, are wrong in their 
presuppositional thoughts. 


The Comforters are wrong to think that in this particular time, Job has 
done something wrong to justify his pain and suffering. That was not 
true. Even God said that Job was righteous and blameless (Job 1:8, 
22). Sometimes, there is no immediate cause and effect relationship 
between sin, and suffering. Sometimes there is a cause-and-effect 
relationship, reflected in the sin of Adam, and his fall from grace, and 
the sin of David, whereby the child born to Bathsheba died. In the 
case of Job, there is no direct correlation between any sin he has 
committed, and his state of misery. 


Job was wrong to think that he was without absolute blame. No one is 
totally blameless. All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
Because of the Fall, every soul is subject to sickness, and sorrow. 
Until the curse is removed, life shall remain a vale of tears. Because 
he is part of Adam’s race, because Job is intrinsically sinful, and in 
need of a Savior, he should not press his innocence to a radical 
extreme. 


Three Important Questions Are Asked: Job 14 


Job asked, “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not 
one” (Job 14:4). The Biblical answer is that only Christ can make a 
person new. “Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 
Cor. 5:17). Let the heart rejoice. Jesus Christ paid the penalty for sin 
so that an individual can exchange their sinfulness for His 
righteousness, thereby becoming acceptable in the sight of God. “For 
by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified” 
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(Heb. 10:14). “And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 22 In the 
body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveable in his sight” (Col. 1:21-22). 


“Sinners Jesus will receive: 
Sound this word of grace to all 
Who the heav'nly pathway leave, 
All who linger, all who fall. 


Sing it o'er 

and o'er again: 

Christ receiveth 

sinful men. 

Make the message 

clear and plain: 

Christ receiveth sinful men. 


~Erdmann Neumeister 


Job, you asked, “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?” Job, 
Jesus can. The 
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses from all sin. 


Job asked, “But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth 
up the ghost, and where is he?” (Job 14:10). Every thoughtful 
person wants to know, “When a person dies, where is he?” 


The Bible tells us where a person is after they give up the ghost; they 
are either in heaven, or they are in hell. There is no soul sleep, there 
is no intermediate state called purgatory. There is heaven, and there 
is hell. 


According to the Bible, a person will go to heaven by having faith in 
the vicarious death, and substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The 
person who calls upon the Lord shall be saved. 

In contrast, a person will go to hell if they choose to be judged on the 
basis of their own good works. On this issue, the Scriptures are clear. 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it 
is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 
2:8-9). 
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It is Christ who provides the answer to the question Job asked so long 
ago. To the dying thief at Calvary, Jesus said, “Today, you will be with 
me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). 


Job, you asked, “Where does a person go when they have given up the 
ghost?” Job, they either go to heaven, or, to a place called hell. 


Job asked, “If a man die, shall he live again?” (Job 14:14). There 
are people who believe, and teach that life is a cosmic accident. When 
a person dies, that is the end of any meaningful existence. Such 
people live without hope, and are content to let the grave be the end 
of the story of life. 


Dr. Charles Krauthammer (1950 - 2018) was a respected conservative 
journalist, who had an opinion on a wide range of topics. When 
thinking about heaven and earth he wrote the following: “Science has 
thoroughly desacralized the universe. It is in the language. When in 
the last [presidential] election [of 1980, former vice-president] Walter 
Mondale, warned against militarizing “the heavens,” the usage 
seemed quaint. After [astronaut] Neil Armstrong and [Star Wars film 
producer] George Lucas, what up there now is simply “space.” ...One 
price of demystifying the universe is that science, unlike religion, asks 
only how, not why. As to the purpose of things, science is silent” 
(Things that Matter, pp. 115-17). 


Jesus gives a different answer. On the subject of heaven, Jesus said, 
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
2 In my father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:1 3). 


Job, you asked, “If a man die, shall he live again?” Yes, Job, in Christ, 
if a person dies, they shall live again. It is Jesus, not an astronaut, ora 
film producer, that has the final word on this matter. 


Be Very Careful of Dark Thoughts 


As Job consider the place of pain and suffering in the plan of God, it 
was easy for him to come to a conclusion based on a syllogism. A 
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syllogism is a form of reasoning in which a conclusion is drawn, 
whether it is valid or not. 


Major Premise Iam innocent. 
Minor Premise My suffering is not based on divine justice. 
Conclusion God is not just. 


The syllogism of Job’s friends is different. They argue the following. 


Major Premise. God is just. 
Minor Premise God always rules the universe in justice. 
Conclusion Job is guilty. 


Eventually, Job dismisses his friends as miserable comforters. “I have 
heard many such things: miserable comforters are ye all” Job 16:2). 


The Vacillating Thought of a Saint 


Throughout the Book of Job, the man of God is on an emotional roller 
coaster. Sometimes God is Someone to be embraced by faith at all 
cost, but at other times, God is unjust. 


God is faithful. “Though he slays me, yet will I trust in him: but I will 
Maintain mine own ways before him” (Job 13:15). 


God is faithless. The Lord is not fair. He is not just. The Lord treats 
His servant harshly. “He teareth me in his wrath, who hateth me: he 
gnasheth upon me with his teeth; mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes 
upon me” (Job 15:9). “As God liveth, who hath taken away my 
judgment; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul” (Job 27:2). 


The Final Word of the Man from Uz: Job 29 - 31 


In the end, Job wants to hope, and believe, that God is holy, just, and 
good. To that end, he invites God to speak to him. 


Elihu, the Buzite: Job 32 - 36 
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It is at this point in the narrative that Elihu, the Buzite, appears. While 
Elihu is not an Israelite, he does have a Hebrew name which means, 
“scorn”. The man from Buz, in eastern Arabia, a place condemned by 
the prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 25:23), appears to speak in anger against 
Job. Elihu is filled with self-righteous indignation because Job 
continued to justify himself, rather than God. 


Elihu took the position that God is just, and He does rule in justice, 
but, God might inflict pain and suffering so that in the future, people 
will avoid sin. The Lord might also use sadness and sorrow to build 
Spiritual character, which leads to hope (Romans 5). Whatever the 
hidden reasons God has for His actions, Job would be wrong to accuse 
the Lord of inappropriate behavior. Job is worthy of rebuke. “Behold, 
in this thou art not just: I will answer thee, that God is greater than 
man” (Job 33:12). Job, “Do you really dare to condemn Him that is 
Most Just?” (34:17). Eventually, the dialogue with Elihu comes to a 
conclusion (36:24). 


The Voice from the Whirlwind: Job 38 - 39 


When the dialogue between Job and his friends ended, the Lord spoke 
to him out of the whirlwind. Does Job have some questions to ask 
God? God has a few questions of his own. There are no less than 66 
questions the Lord put before Job. List them, read them, and then 
consider the great chasm between the Creator, and the creation. 
Humble yourself before the Lord. 


God is Not on Trial 


After the Lord compelled Job to consider the universe, its origin and 
order, Job had nothing to say (chapters 38 - 39). The point becomes 
clear. God is well aware of nature. God knows all about His creation, 
including the pain and suffering in it. The Lord is the one who created 
all things, inconcluding animals, and how they act in nature. Even the 
large sea creature obeys His commands. 


God does not need Job, or any human, to question the order of His 
creation, or His moral justice, in governing it. Man does not stand in 
judgment on God. The Lord is not in the dock, as the British would 
say. God is not on trial. God will not permit Himself to be subjected to 
examination to prove either guilt or innocence. Man has only a small 
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perspective to consider; God has the whole universe to comprehend 
and control. 


Any appearance of God’s injustice must be considered against the 
larger context of God’s omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence. 


God’s Sense of Humor: Job 40 - 41 


After the Lord has taken Job to task, there is a flash of Divine humor. 
Job is asked if he would like to rule the universe? Would Job like to 
instruct the Almighty? (40:1-2). Wisely, Job declined (40:3-5). Perhaps 
Job would at least consider two amazing creatures, Behemoth, and 
Leviathan (lit. “coiled one”; “twisted one”). Study Job 3:8; Psalms 
74:13-14; Isaiah 27:1 


Some believe these creatures refer to the hippopotamus, and the 
crocodile. 


There are scientists associated with the Institute for Creation 
Research who suggest dinosaurs are referenced (Leviathan: Legend, 
Croc, or Something Else? Brian Thomas, PH.D.). Study Job 40:15-41:1- 
34 


A third alternative is to understand the creatures as mystical symbols 
of disorder, and danger, in God’s world. They are not always symbols 
of evil, for the Lord is very proud of them. They have enormous 
strength and toughness. They are designed by God for His pleasure 
and purposes. 


The larger point is that the world is an amazing place. It is not 
perfect. It is not always safe. It is not always understandable. 
However, all of creation is under the sovereign control of God, and 
that should bring comfort to any heart in times of sickness, sorrow, 
and suffering. Creation is full of beauty, but there are terrible beasts 
at large. 


Epilogue 
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The conclusion of the Book of Job finds the man from Uz humbled, and 
apologetic. He had asked God to explain Himself, and the Lord 
refused, reminding Job that his inquiry was inappropriate. God was to 
be trusted, even if He cannot be fully understood in the totality of His 
essence, or works. 


Job’ s Wealth 


Taken Restored 
e Sons 7 7 
e Daughters 3 3 
e Sheep 7,000 14, 000 
¢ Camels 3,000 6, 000 
e Oxen 500 1, 000 
e She asses 500 1, 000 
e Agreat household — — 


Because Job humbled himself, and accepted the well-deserved rebuke, 
in matchless grace, the Lord restored to Job his health, and more than 
what had been taken from him. “So, the Lord blessed the latter end of 
Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and 
six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she 
asses. 13 He had also seven sons and three daughters. 17 So Job died, 
being old and full of days” (Job 42:12-13, 17). 


The three friends of Job also received a rebuke, for the Lord’s anger 
was turned against them (42:7). They were to go to Job, and offer an 
appropriate sacrifice. Job would pray for them (42:8). 
Obedient to the demands of the Lord, the three friends did as 
directed, and lived another day, but much wiser. 
Lessons to Learn 
Job 


It is Difficult to be Different 


Anyone who has tried to turn from evil can appreciate how 
challenging and difficult it can be. The passions of the body are 
strong, the thoughts of the mind are intense, the will to power is 
natural, and the desire for pleasure is almost insatiable. Job is a man 
to be admired. He is a worthy role model of personal integrity. 
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Be an Authentic Christian 


Every Christian must examine their motive for being religious. Is it 
fear of punishment that a person seeks to do right? Is it a desire to be 
blessed and rewarded that evil is forsaken? Is the goodness a person 
displays simply the lack of opportunity to do wrong? Professing 
Christian, “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your 
own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in 
you, except ye be reprobates?” (2 Cor. 13:5). 


Never Despair 


When you find yourself bewildered with pain and suffering, rebuked 
by your spouse, and without understanding friends, do not despair, or 
immediately determine it is because of some sin committed. There are 
many reasons for suffering in the plan of God. Pray and study the 
whole counsel of God on this matter. 


Wait on the Lord 


Even if the Lord does not answer all of your questions as to why 
something happens, it is still important to trust Him. God is perfect in 
all of His ways (Psalms 18:30). The heart can trust Him to do all 
things well, and submit to His sovereignty. “For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 9 For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9). 


Avoid Ascribing Motives to Others 


Do not ascribe to people a motive they may not have, nor accuse them 
of bad behavior without evidence. Questionable accusations will only 
cause Self to be angry, as Elihu became angry with Job, and it will be 
unfair. People resent being blamed for something they have not done. 


203 


THE BOOK OF 
PSALMS 


Many authors, perhaps finally compiled around 400 BC 


Human Authors of the Psalms 


David 73 Psalms — 
Solomon 2 Psalms (72, 127) 
Moses 1 Psalm (90) 


Family of Asaph 12 Psalms (50; 73 - 83) 
Sons of Korah 11 Psalms (42, 44 - 49, 84-85, 87 - 88) 


Herman 1 Psalm (88) 
Ethan the Ezrahite 1 Psalm (89) 
Unknown 50 Psalms — 


Spanning many centuries from Moses to the Babylonian Captivity, c. 
1400 to 538 BC, the Psalms were collected and put together by an 
unknown editor c. 537 BC. The setting for the Psalms includes 
Palestine, the Middle East, and Babylon. A key verse would be Psalms 
108:1. “O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with 


my glory”. 


The Psalms are diverse, and speak about God, His creation, death, 
war, worship, sin, sickness, evil, injustice, retribution, the Messiah, 
and much more. Prayers are offered along with poems, hymns, 
laments, penitential psalms, messianic psalms, thanksgiving psalms, 
and liturgical psalms. 


The Singing Saints and their Savior 


The Book of Psalms is a devotional work of Hebrew poems, songs, and 
prayers, that inspires worship in truth. While the books of Psalms is 
not a hymnbook in a traditional sense, many of the Psalms came to be 
sung to the accompaniment of a musical instrument in the worship 
services of ancient Israel (1 Chron. 25; Neh. 11:22-23). 


One of the most precious thoughts associated with the Psalms is that 
Jesus sang them during Passover with His disciples. “And when they 
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had sung a hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives” (Matt. 
26:30). 


It is instructive to note that all Christians are commanded to employ 
the Psalms, and for this reason. Many of the Psalms are about the 
Messiah. His person and work are a large theme of the Psalms. 
“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19). 


The Messianic Psalms 


Psalm 2:8-9 The universal reign of the Messiah 

Psalm 8:3-9 The creative majesty of the Messiah 

Psalm 16:10-12 The resurrection from the dead of the Messiah 
Psalm 22:6-18 The despised and cruelly treated Messiah 
Psalm 45:6-7 The enthroned and righteous Messiah 

Psalm 69:2-9 The anguished Messiah 

Psalm 72:1-8 The glory and rein of the Messiah 

Psalm 89:2-4 The endless throne of the Messiah 

Psalm 110:1-4 The King and Priest Messiah 

Psalm 118:10-13 The rejection of the Messiah 

Psalm 132:11-14 The eternal dwelling place of the Messiah 


Because the promises of the Psalms are fulfilled in the person and 
work of Jesus, the Messiah, the Christian should never forget 
Gethsemane. Nor should any believer forget to bow before King Jesus. 


King of my life I crown Thee now- 
Thine shall the glory be; 

Lest I forget Thy thorn-crowned brow, 
Lead me to Calvary. 


Lest I forget Gethsemane, 
Lest I forget Thine agony, 
Lest I forget Thy love for me, 
Lead me to Calvary. 

~Jennie Evelyn Hussey 


Making a Melody in the Heart 
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David employed many people to enhance the worship of the Lord. 
“Four thousand praised the Lord with the instruments which I made, 
said David, to praise therewith” (1 Chron. 23:5). Various instruments 
were also used in worship. 


¢ Cymbal An instrument used to produce a clashing sound. 

e Flute Made of reed to produce a calming sound. 

e Harp Lower in pitch than the lyre. 

e Horn The shofar, or ram’s horn. 

e Lyre A ten-stringed, rectangular zither. 

e Pipe A double reed instrument, much like the oboe. 

e Tambourine A small drum made of a wooden hoop, two skins. 

e Trumpet A straight tube, about eighteen inches long, 
expanding into a bell ending. 


The Beginning: Psalm 1 - 2 


As in all the books of the Bible, there is structure to Scripture, for God 
is not the author of confusion. The Bible is a letter of love from the 
Creator God to His creation, and is intended to be understood. 


The first Psalm states how a person can be blessed. In the Book of the 
Revelation, there is good fortune (Gk. makarios) for anyone who 
reads, or hears, the words of the prophecy (Rev. 1:3). In the Book of 
Psalms there is a blessing, there is happiness (Heb. ‘esher), and joy 
unspeakable, for anyone who does not walk in the counsel of the 
ungodly, or stand in the way of sinners, or sit in the seat of the 
scornful, but delights in the Torah, the Law of the Lord (Psalms 1:1-2). 
Other Psalms also speak of the blessings that await the believer. 


“Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.” 
“Blessed is ns transgressions are forgiven.” 
“Blessed is ae ies whose God is the Lord.” 
ica ie the man who takes refuge in Him.” 
os . a ae has regard for the weak.” 
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“Blessed are those who dwell in your house” 

84:4 
“Blessed are those whose strength is in you.” 

84:5 
“Blessed is the man you discipline, O Lord.” 

94:12 
“Blessed is the man who fears the Lord.” 

112:1 

“Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their 
heart.” 119:2 


“There Shall be Showers of Blessings: 
This is the promise of Love; 
There shall be seasons refreshing, 
Sent from the Savior above.” 


~Daniel w. Whittle 


The second Psalm directs attention to God’s promises to king David, 
that the Messiah would come to rule the nations of the earth. Study 2 
Samuel 7 


All those who put their faith in the Messianic King will be blessed. 
Therefore, it was imperative that God’s people study the Torah in 
general, all Scripture in particular, and pray while waiting for the 
Messiah. 


That application still applies today with this caveat. The New 
Testament Christian knows that the Messiah did come, and they 
called Him Jesus, Immanuel, God with us. The only begotten Son did 
ask the heathen be given to Him by the Father for His inheritance, 
and it was given. Indeed, all power was given to Christ, in heaven and 
in earth, so that He is today and forevermore King of kings, and Lord 
of lords. And of His kingdom, there is no end. Study Matthew 1:23; 
28:18; 1 Timothy 6:16; Luke 1:33 


The Middle of the Psalms 


With the beginning of the Psalms in mind, the classical internal 
division of the Scriptures consisting of five books can be noted. 


BOOK ONE Psalms 3 - 41 


BOOK TWO Psalms 42 - 72 
Psalms of the Sons of Korah Psalms 42 - 49 
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Miktam (Michtam) Psalms Psalms 16; 56:1-60:12 
BOOK THREE Psalms 73 - 89 

Psalms of Asaph Psalms 73 - 83 
BOOK FOUR Psalms 90 - 106 


Notice that at the end of the first four Books, there is a similar 
conclusion. 


Psalms 41:13 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel” 

Psalms 72:18-19 “Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel” 

Psalms 89:52 “Blessed be the Lord” 

Psalms 106:48 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel” 
BOOK FIVE Psalms 107 - 145 

Hallel Psalms Psalms 113 - 118 

Songs of Degrees (Ascent to Zion) Psalms 120 - 134 

Psalms of Thanksgiving Psalms 135 - 139 

Psalms for Protection Psalms 140 - 143 


The Final Section 
Hallelujah Psalms Psalms 146 - 150 


A Closer Look: Psalms 3 - 150 
Book One: Psalms 3-41 


Book One of the Psalms begins, and ends with a call to be faithful and 
keep Covenant with the Lord, which is a large theme throughout the 
Old Testament. The Psalmist said, “One thing have I desired of the 
LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to 
inquire in his temple” (Psalm 27:4). Such is the heart that seeks the 
Lord, and desires to be faithful to the Covenant. 


Because God is faithful, He demands His people to be faithful. 
Spiritual faithfulness consists in gospel obedience, in the Old 
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Testament economy to the Torah (Law of Moses), and in the New 
Testament economy to Christ. Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15). 


In these Psalms, David is a model of faithfulness, and a type of Jesus 
the Messiah who always obeyed the Father, even unto death. “And 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” (Phil. 2:8). 


Book Two: Psalms 42-72 


Book Two of the Psalms brings attention to the hope of Israel to 
happily worship the Lord in the Temple. “Why art thou cast down, O 
my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I 
shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my 
God” (Psalm 43:5). 


The hope of ever believer is ultimately fulfilled in Christ, for Jesus is 
the place where God and humans meet. This spiritual reality is taught 
in the gospel of John. “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). “I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast 
loved me” John 17:23). “When therefore he was risen from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they 
believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said” (John 
2:22). 


In Psalm 72, it is said that the Messiah “shall have dominion also from 
sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth” (72:8). The 
Messiah fulfills God’s promise to Abraham for “His name shall endure 
forever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall 
be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed” (72:17; Gen. 12:3; 
22). Study Isaiah 11, 45, and 60; Zechariah 9 


Book Three: Psalms 73-89 


In this section, the Psalmist remembered how the Lord promised He 
would never abandon the line of David, despite difficult days in the life 
of the nation. The Jews were prone to rebellion, and idolatry, leading 
to various forms of Divine discipline, including Exile. 


The poet asks the Lord not to forget His people, and to forgive sin. “O 
remember not against us former iniquities: let thy tender mercies 
speedily prevent us: for we are brought very low. 9 Help us, O God of 
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our Salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge 
away our sins, for thy name's sake” (79:8-9). 


Book Four: Psalms 90-106 


The opening poem of this section is a prayer of Moses who intercedes 
on behalf of the people, as he did at Mount Sinai after the incident 
involving the golden calf. Moses knew the people could be consumed 
by God’s righteous anger. Israel had a reason to be alarmed (90:7). 
Rather than destroy the people, Moses pleads and says, “let the 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of 
our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it” 
(90:17). 


The prayer of Moses should be the prayer of every person in need of 
God’s mercy. Pray the prayer of Moses, and ask God for mercy, 
because of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ at Calvary, lest you be 
consumed by His just anger. 


Psalms 93 - 93 is a collection of Psalms stating the Lord God is the 
true ruler of heaven and earth, and all that is therein. “The Lord 
reigneth, he is clothed with majesty” (93:1). Care must be taken not to 
give the world, the flesh, or the devil more power and authority than 
is warranted in Scripture. The Church must always maintain a firm 
belief in the absolute sovereignty of God in the universe. Let the 
people of God declare to all the world, “Our God reigns!” 


How lovely on the mountains 

Are the feet of him 

Who brings good news, good news 
Announcing peace, proclaiming 
News of happiness. 

Our God reigns; our God reigns! 


Our God reigns! 
Our God reigns! 
Our God reigns! 
Our God reigns! 


He had no stately form; 

He had no majesty, 

That we should be 

drawn to Him. 

He was despised, 

and we took no account of Him, 
Yet now He reigns 
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With the Most High. 


Out of the tomb He came 

With grace and majesty; 

He is alive, He is alive. 

God loves us so see here His hands, 
His feet, His side. 

Yes, we know 

He is alive. 


~Leonard E. Smith 


Book Five: Psalms 107-145 


Book Five of the Psalms opens with the command to give thanks to the 
Lord, “for He is good: for His mercy endures forever” (107:1). In His 
mercy, God would send the Messiah- King to defeat evil and bring 
glory to the earth. That Messiah-King is Jesus Christ the Lord. Study 
Psalms 102, 110, and 118 


The Hallel: Psalms 113 - 118 


The Hallel Psalms are to be considered a continuous unit in the liturgy 
of worshiping the Lord. These Psalms are an expression of joy for 
God’s redemption of His people. Down through the centuries the 
people of God cry “Halleluiah” when they comprehend just how much 
the Lord has done for His people. 


Apart from the psalmist, no one has captured the essence of the soul’s 
shout of praise to the Lord than George Friederich Handel (Feb. 23, 
1685 - April 14, 17559). Facing debtors’ prison, on April 8, 1741, 
Handel gave what he sincerely believed would be his final concert. 
But the Lord had other plans. In His mercy the Lord sent Charles 
Jennens to visit Handel. Jennens had written a Jibretto based on the 
life of Christ. He was wondering if Handel would compose a new work 
for a benefit performance before a group of charities from Dublin, 
Ireland. The charities desired to help release men from debtors’ 
prison. 


Handel accepted the assignment and on August 22, 1741 began the 
composition of Messiah. In just 24 days, Handel completed a 260-page 
oratorio. The date was September 14, 1741. 


On April 13, 1742, the Messiah was performed for the first time in 
Dublin. Since that eventful day, the world has been blessed by this 
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composition. The heart of a saint wanted the world to sing the praises 
of the Savior. 


During the “Hallelujah” chorus, men and women, small and great, 
kings, Queens, and potentates throughout the earth, stand in honor of 
the Majestic Messiah, Jesus Christ the Lord. You are invited to pause 
in your study of the Psalms, in this very moment to stand and read, or 
sing Handel’s “Hallelujah” chorus: 


Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah 


For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah 
For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah 
For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah 
(For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth) 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah 
For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 
(Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah) 


Hallelujah 


The kingdom of this world; 
is become the kingdom of our Lord, 
and of His Christ 


and of His Christ 


And He shall reign forever and ever 
And he shall reign forever and ever 
And he shall reign forever and ever 
And he shall reign forever and ever 


King of kings forever and ever hallelujah hallelujah 
and Lord of lords forever and ever hallelujah hallelujah 
King of kings forever and ever hallelujah hallelujah 
and Lord of lords forever and ever hallelujah hallelujah 


King of kings forever and ever hallelujah hallelujah 
and Lord of lords 
King of kings and Lord of lords 
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And he shall reign 
And he shall reign 
And he shall reign 
He shall reign 


And he shall reign forever and ever 
King of kings forever and ever 

and Lord of lords hallelujah hallelujah 
And he shall reign forever and ever 
King of kings and Lord of lords 

King of kings and Lord of lords 

And he shall reign forever and ever 
Forever and ever and ever and ever 
(King of kings and Lord of lords) 


Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah 
Hallelujah! 


The Songs of Ascent (Pilgrim Songs): Psalms 120 - 134 


In addition to the Hallel Psalms, in Book Five, there are the Songs of 
Ascent. Four of these Psalms are believed to have been written by 
David (Psalms 122, 124, 131, 133), and one by Solomon (Psalms 127). 
The remaining Psalms are by an unknown author. 


A tradition arose among the Jews travelling to Jerusalem to attend 

one of the three main annual Jewish feasts to sing these particular 
songs. Since the city of Jerusalem is located on a high hill, the people 
sang on their ascent on the uphill road to the Holy City. 


Mandated Feasts 
Holy Convocations 
Leviticus 23 


Passover (Pesach) March / April 
Feast of Unleavened Bread March / April 
Feast of First Fruits March / April; May / June 


The Longest Chapter in the Bible: Psalm 119 


Within Book Five is Psalm 119, which is the longest chapter in the 
Bible with 176 verses. These verses are divided into 22 stanzas, each 
starting with a different letter of the Hebrew alphabet to form an 
acrostic. The purpose of the Psalm is to honor the word of God, and to 
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instruct individuals who have a desire to know God. “Blessed art thou, 
O Lord: teach me thy statues” (119:11). 


Consider 
There are a variety of prayers within Psalm 119. 


A Prayers for Wisdom Psalms 119:33 - 40 

A Prayer of Commitment Psalms 119:45 - 48 

A Prayer of Introspection and Self Vindication Psalms 119:57 - 64 

A Prayer for Comfort Psalms 119:81 - 88 

A Prayer for Mercy and Deliverance Psalms 119:132 - 
134 


Doctrine of the Word of God 
Psalms 119 


The Word of God will cleanse and keep the heart pure. “Wherewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according 
to thy word” (119:9). 


The Word of God will guard the believer, cleanse, and keep the soul 
from sin. “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking 
heed thereto according to thy word” (119:9). 


The Word of God restores life and hope. “My soul cleaveth unto the 
dust: quicken thou me according to thy word” (119:25). “This is my 
comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened me” (119:5). “I 
will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou hast quickened me” 
(119:93). 


The Word of God turns the heart of the believer from self, sin, and 
emptiness, to the Sovereign Saviour. “Turn away mine eyes from 
beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way” 119:37). 


The Word of God prepares the heart to provide a confident answer to 
skeptics “So shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproaches 
me: for I trust in thy word” (119:42). 

The Word of God is a source of great comfort in times of affliction. 
“This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened me” 
(119:50). 
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The Word of God teaches the heart to be thankful. “At midnight I will 
rise to give thanks unto thee because of thy righteous judgments” 
(119:62). 


The Word of God brings hope to the faint of heart. “My soul fainteth 
for thy salvation: but I hope in thy word” (119:81). 


The Word of God delights and sustains the believer, and keeps the 
soul from perishing. “Unless thy law had been my delights, I should 
then have perished in mine affliction” (119:92). 


The Word of God makes a person wiser through the intake of Bible 
doctrine on a daily basis. “Thou through thy commandments hast 
made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me” 
(119:98). Biblically, wisdom is the ability to respond to a situation in 
life in righteousness. 


The Word of God provides spiritual insight, and understanding to the 
sincere believer regardless of human intelligence quota. “The 
entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the 
simple” (119:130). 


The Word of God brings true repentance. So much current theology 
offers “cheap grace” to individuals. There is no sorrow over sin until 
God gives a heart of flesh that can be touched by the suffering of the 
Savior. “Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not 
thy law” (119:136). 


Alas! and did my Savior bleed 

And did my Sov’reign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a worm as I? 


Was it for crimes that I had done 
He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity! grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree! 


Well might the sun in darkness hide 
And shut his glories in, 

When Christ, the mighty Maker died, 
For man the creature’s sin. 
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Thus might I hide my blushing face 
While His dear cross appears, 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
And melt my eyes to tears. 


But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe: 

Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
"Tis all that I can do. 


At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light, 
And the burden of my heart rolled away, 

It was there by faith I received my sight, 

And now I am happy all the day! 


The Word of God induces heartfelt worship. “Let my soul live, and it 
shall praise thee; and let thy judgments help me” (119:175). 


The Conclusion of the Psalms 


By way of review, the Book of Psalms concludes with the Hallel, or 
five Psalms of Praise to the Lord (146 - 150). Each of these Psalms 
begins, and ends, with the word, “Hallelujah”, or “Praise” (Heb. 
halal). 


The Hallel speaks of joyful worship of God. Because God is majestic, 
loving and merciful, He is to be praised. Praising the Lord is more 
spontaneous than commanded, for God wants people to worship Him, 
and to praise Him, in spirit and in truth. Spiritual truth is rooted in 
adoring love. We are not to worship the Lord out of a sense of fear, or 
formal duty, but sincere emotion, guided by rational thoughts. 


“Praise ye the Lord. Praise the Lord, O my soul” (Psalms 146:1). 


“Praise ye the Lord: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for 
it is pleasant; and praise is comely” (Psalm 147:1). 


“Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the Lord from the heavens: praise 
him in the heights” (Psalm 148:1). 


“Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise 
inthe congregation of saints” (Psalm 149:1). 


“Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the 
firmament of his power” (Psalm 150:1). 


216 


To know God, and enjoy Him forever, is the primary conclusion of the 
Psalms. It was a conclusion reached by another author of Scripture, 
king Solomon, who wrote, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man.14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Eccl. 
12:13-14). 


THE BOOK OF 
PROVERBS 
Primarily Solomon, but also others, about 950-700 BC 


The Book of Proverbs was mainly written by Solomon. His name 
appears in 1:1; 10:1, and 25:1. Out of at least 3,000 proverbs, these 
are the ones the Holy Spirit would have the Church remember and 
study. It is not unreasonable to believe that as a wise man, Solomon 
heard about, read, collected, and incorporated other proverbs into his 
repertoire. The particular narrative in Proverbs emphasizes the 
importance of wisdom, and not being a fool. 


The Importance of Wisdom 


vial, 


The Hebrew word for wisdom is chokmah [khok-maw’] and indicates 
someone who is wise of mind. It implies learning a skill, such as the 
artisans and craftsmen of the Exodus Generation. Study Exodus 31:1- 
3 


Consider 


The act of learning how to survive, and succeed in life, in good 
manners, and in righteousness, in an orderly way, is considered 
wisdom. Such a person is wise of mind. Study Proverbs 22:17-24:22 


A philosophical study of the meaning of life is considered to be 
wisdom. Solomon gave himself to seeking out wisdom, as did Job. 
Jesus is the wisdom of God. Study Ecclesiastes 1-12; Job 29 - 31; Luke 
2:40, 52; Matthew 13:54; 1 Corinthians 1:24, 30; 2:16; Col. 2:3; Rev. 
5:12 


A spiritual life is the real essence of wisdom, for life is more than 
sensual pleasures, or living by an acceptable social moral code. To 
know God, and fear Him, to receive instruction from God, to obey, and 
love Him, is true wisdom. Study Proverbs 1:7; Job 28:28 


The Importance of Not Being a Fool 
There are three Hebrew words translated fool in Proverbs. 


There is the Hebrew, ‘eviyl, to be lax or careless of mind and body; to 
be perverse, silly, and a fool. This word is used 19 times in Proverbs. 
Study Proverbs 1:7; 7:22; 10:8, 10, 14, 21; 11:29 etc. 


There is the Hebrew, keciyl , dense, stupid, manifesting itself in 
impiety and irreverence. It is used 49 times in Proverbs. Study 
Proverbs 1:22, 32; 3:35; 8:5; 10:1, 18, 23; 12:23 etc. 


There is the Hebrew, nabal, referring to a vile and vulgar person. It is 
used 3 times in Proverbs. Study Proverbs 17:7, 21; 30:22; Psalm 14:1; 
53:1 


The Book of Proverbs 


Part One 
Proverbs 1 - 9 


In 1 Kings 3:1-15, a young king Solomon asked God for wisdom to 
effectively rule Israel. The Lord was pleased with the request, and 
gave Solomon unusual wisdom, and knowledge, about people, plants 
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and animals. Study 1 Kings 4:29-33 So renowned was Solomon for his 
wisdom that kings from all the known nations came to speak with him 
(v. 34). 


How to Gain Wisdom: Proverbs 1 


The introduction to the Book of Proverbs assures the reader wisdom is 
available to all who listen, and embrace the counsel of the righteous. 
“A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of 
understanding shall attain unto wise counsels” (v. 5). Those who listen 
to the wisdom of others will increase in knowledge, and become 
skillful in living a life that is pleasing to God, beneficial to others, and 
helpful to self. 


Wisdom is distinguished from knowledge. Many people are well 
informed about some area, law, literature, medicine, math, science, 
the arts, or theology, but they lack wisdom to live in an appropriate 
manner. Simply put, “Knowledge is Not Enough”. There is more to life 
than facts and figures, and the ability to regurgitate information. 
Wisdom is the right application of Biblical doctrine at the right time. 
The Book of Proverbs is designed to give a person skill for living in 
God’s world. 


The Fear of the Lord 


In the quest for wisdom, the first truth a person learns is “the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (1:7). Life will turn out well 
for those who fear God. “Though a sinner does evil an hundred times, 
and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with 
them that fear God, which fear before him:” (Eccl. 8:12) 


Christians are not left to wonder how to understand the fear of God, 
because Scripture provides guidance. 


The fear of the Lord is to hate mental attitude sins, as well as overt 
ones. “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and 
the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate” (Prov. 8:13). 


The fear of the Lord is a strong confidence in the Lord. “In the fear of 
the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of 
refuge” (Prov. 14:26). 


The fear of the Lord is to enjoy life, and to depart from spiritual death, 
and a premature sin unto death. “The fear of the LORD is a fountain of 
life, to depart from the snares of death” (Prov. 14:27). 
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The fear of the Lord is to ask, “What would Jesus do?” “What would 
God the Father do?” To ask the question is to receive instruction in 
righteousness, as God answers by His Spirit, and through His Word. 
The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour 
is humility” (Prov. 15:33). 


Fear of God was a distinguishing characteristic of the Messiah. “And 
the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the LORD” (Isa. 11:2). 


The fear of God is to characterize the life of every believer. “And fear 
not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” 
(Matt. 10:29). 


There is good reason to cultivate fear of God that goes beyond normal 
respect, and reverence. “His mercy is on them that fear Him, from 
generation to generation” (Luke 1:50). 


It is when people do not fear God that personal behavior is corrupted, 
and society disintegrates. Abraham was alarmed because there was 
no fear of God where he travelled (Gen. 20:11). 


The person who fears God will live an authentic life of righteousness, 
in as long as they continue to fear the Lord. 


The Faith of Our Fathers: Proverbs 1 - 9 


In chapters 1 - 9, there are several speeches from a father to a son, 
with instruction on personal virtue, integrity, and heartfelt generosity, 
leading to spiritual and social success, and peace of heart and mind. 
To reject good counsel will lead to evil, selfishness, and shame. 
Therefore, wisdom should be pursued in life as one’s highest goal. 


Good Counsel 
From Father to Son 


Proverbs 1:8-9 
Proverbs 1:10 - 14 
Proverbs 1:15 - 33 
Proverbs 2:1 - 22 
Proverbs 3:1 - 20 
Proverbs 3:21 - 4:27 
Proverbs 5:1 - 23 
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e Proverbs 6:1 - 35 
e Proverbs 7:1 - 27 
“Faith of our fathers! living still, 
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword; 


Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy 
Whene’er we hear that glorious Word! 


Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death.” 


-Frederick W. Faber 
A Proverb is Not a Promise 


By the father offering godly counsel to his son, the essence of Wisdom 
Literature is revealed, which is that choice, not Law, is the 
determining factor. Strong advice is not the same as a fixed command. 
A proverb, or wise saying, is not a promise. 


Wisdom literature must be recognized as a special category of its 
own, much like prophesy is in a separate classification. Wisdom 
literature provides insight on how the people of God should live in 
each generation, and so transcends temporal Laws, and limited 
prophesies, by providing eternal principles of godly behavior. 


There is Wisdom for All 


Because wisdom is found in both men and women, we read of the 
council from a wise lady. Wisdom is personified as a woman calling 
out to learn from her. Wisdom is woven into the fabric of life, and has 
something wonderful to offer. The person who is kind and generous, 
or has sexual integrity, or upholds justice, is the person who has 
listened to Lady Wisdom. 


Poems from Lady Wisdom 
e Proverbs 1:20 - 33 
e Proverbs 3:13 - 20 
e Proverbs 8:1 - 9:18 


The poems of a father to his son, and the poems of Lady Wisdom to 
all, unite to remind the Church that we live in a moral universe. This 
morality is not subjective, but objective. This is an important truth to 
comprehend. Ernest Hemingway wrote, “So far, about morals, I know 
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only that what is moral is what you feel good after and what is 
immoral is what you feel bad after” (Death in the Afternoon). 


The 20" century serial killer Ted Bundy felt good after brutally 
murdering women, and young people. The dictator of Nazis Germany, 
Adolf Hitler, felt good after eliminating Jews from Europe. The sensual 
person feels good after their lust is satiated, for the moment. Are they 
moral? Does feeling good after an activity mean never having to say 
you are sorry? The idea is outrageous. It is God who determines what 
is right, and what is wrong. 

It is the Creator who has given the gift of guilt to humanity to correct 
wayward souls and bring repentance. Listen to the eternal voice of 
Lady Wisdom, and not to the voice of Vain Philosophy, in any given 
age. Church, live wisely, live according to gospel terms, live a moral 
and virtuous life. 


When you read the Book of Proverbs, know that you are reading God’s 
way of living, learned from previous generations. 


Part Two 
Proverbs 10 - 29 
The Wisdom of the Ages 


In these chapters, many proverbs are set forth for meditation and 
application. What the proverbs reveal is there is no issue a person 
faces in any generation, that has not been considered in the past. 
Whatever question is under discussion today, has been talked about in 
the past, which means we can ask God what are His thoughts and 
counsel regarding any topic. God has spoken about the climate, 
abortion, anger, forgiveness, race, alcohol, and sex. God has 
something to say about homosexuality, financial integrity, excessive 
debt, and broken relationships. The best self-help manual on planet 
earth is the Bible, in general, and the Book of Proverbs in particular. 
Those who need counsel in marriage will find the principles in 
Proverbs effective. 


Create a Frame of Reference 


The proverbs in chapters 1 - 9 are short, and easy to remember. They 
form a frame of reference to be applied, when needed. Each day, 
reading one chapter in Proverbs, can be supplemented by reading five 
Psalms a day for 30 days. 


Part Three 
Proverbs 30 
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In the closing section of the Book of Proverbs, the thoughts and 
prayer of a man named Agur (Heb. “hired hand”) are recorded. After 
humbly confessing, he is but a brute without wisdom, Agur makes a 
fantastic discovery. Despite his low estate, a certain measure of divine 
wisdom has been given to him. He too is a giver of proverbs, though 
his proverbs are interspersed with abiding humility. The insightful 
humility of Agur makes for a wonderful chapter to read. Consider in 
particular his two-fold prayer request, and why he asked for what he 
wanted. 


A Two-fold Prayer Request Proverbs 30:7-9 


“Two things have I required of thee; 
deny me them not before I die: 


First Request 
Remove far from me vanity and lies: 


Second Request 
give me neither poverty nor riches; 
feed me with food convenient for me: 


The Reason Way 


Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord? 
or lest I be poor, and steal, 
and take the name of my God in vain.” 


The Wisdom Given to Lemuel Proverbs 31:1-9 


The Book of Proverbs closes with a series of proverbs given to Lemuel 
(Heb. “devoted to God”). The identify of Lemuel is disputed. Some of 
the early Jewish rabbis believe Lemuel is another name for Solomon. 
If that is true, then the counsel, he remembers, was given to him by 
his mother, Bathsheba (31:1-9). 


A Closing Acrostic Proverbs 31:10-31 


The Woman of Noble Character 
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Proverbs 31:10 - 31 


She is highly valued v. 10 
She is faithful to her husband. v.11 
She is respectful Vel2 
She is energetic and strong v.17 
She works hard to make a good investment v.18 
She is versatile v.19 
She is charitable v. 20 
She is a good provider v.21 
She is respected, like her husband Mee 
She is honorable and fearless Wei2O 
She is kind and wise v. 26 
She is a good mother Vo27 
She is worthy of praise v. 28 
She excels above other women v. 29 
She fears the Lord v. 30 
She is justly rewarded v. 31 
Lessons to Learn 
Proverbs 


From Faith to Being a Fool 


It is possible for a wise person to become a foolish person. It is 
possible to lose one’s fear of God. For all of his wisdom and 
knowledge, the heart of Solomon was turned from the Lord through 
inappropriate sexual relationships with many women, 700 wives, and 
300 concubines. “And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and 
three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart” (1 
Kings 11:3). 


The heart of Solomon was turned to other gods. “For Solomon went 
after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the 
abomination of the Ammonites. 6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and went not fully after the Lord, as did David his father. 7 
Then did Solomon build a high place for Chemosh, the abomination of 
Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the 
abomination of the children of Ammon. 8 And likewise did he for all 
his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods” 
(1 Kings 11:5-8). 


A Common Mistake 
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Many people mistake a proverb for a promise. One of the most 
egregious examples is to take a wise saying, such as found in Proverbs 
22:6, and treat it as a promise yet to be fulfilled. The parent of many 
ungodly grown-up children remembers sweet moments in their youth 
when they made a confession of faith. However, 1 John 2:19 explains 
why such children leave God, abandon the Church, and live an 
irresponsible life without any spiritual testimony. They were never 
truly born again. Rather than re-evangelize their adult children, many 
parents sit idly by and do nothing but wait for the fulfillment of a 
“promise” that was never made. 


Another passage often misunderstood is Proverbs 10:27. “The fear of 
the Lord prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be 
shortened.” Often, this is true. However, the godly do die young, and 
the wicked live to a mature age. 


By remembering that a wise saying is not a divine decree, Wisdom 
Literature is better understood. A proverb tends to give attention to a 
general principle of life, but not to the various alternatives. The Book 
of Job, and the Book of Ecclesiastes, confirms that life cannot be 
stated in a formulaic manner. It is too complex and mysterious. 


Care must also be taken not to confuse secular proverbs with Biblical 
teaching. Some will be surprised to learn the following proverbs are 
not in Scripture. 


Proverbs NOT Found in Scripture 


Common Expression Correction 

“Spare the rod, spoil the child”. Proverbs 13:24 
“Money is the root of all evil.” 1 Timothy 6:10 
“Cleanliness is next to godliness.” James 4:8 

“All things work together for good.” Romans 8:28 
“God moves in mysterious ways.” Isaiah 55:8 

“Pride comes before the fall.” Proverbs 16:18 


Wisdom Has No Place for Male Chauvinism 
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There has been much abuse about women, based on the misuse of 
particular Scriptural phrases such as women being “the weaker sex”, 
or the “weaker vessel”. “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them 
according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the 
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that 
your prayers be not hindered” (1 Peter 3:7). A stereotypical idea is 
that women are more emotional than men, and therefore not as 
logical, or wise. Nothing could be farther from the truth. The poems in 
Proverbs from Lady Wisdom, and the Biblical example of women, like 
Abigail, who corrected the behavior of her husband, Nabal (Heb. 
“fool”), indicate that women can be just as righteous and wise as a 
man, and of course, just as wicked and foolish as well. Every 
expression of sin, in any person, is based on their own choice, for 
which they are responsible. 


Study the Proverbs for Personal Application 

With a pen in hand, read one chapter a day in Proverbs for 30 days, 
and write down what a wise person would do, according to the text. 
For example, 


Proverbs 1 


A wise person will hear, or listen to others, and increase in knowledge 
(1:5). 

A wise person will seek to obtain wise counsel (1:5). 

A wise person will fear the Lord (1:7). 

A wise person will not despise, or reject the wisdom, and instruction 
others have (1:7). 

A wise person will receive instruction (Heb. muwcar [moo-sawr’] 
chastisement, reproof, warning, from their parents (1:8). 


THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES 


Probably Solomon, perhaps near the end of his reign (about 
935 BC) 


The Complete Jewish Bible begins the Book of Ecclesiastes with, “The 
words of Kohelet the Son of David, king in Yerushalayim (Jerusalem)”. 
The Hebrew for “Kohelet” means “One who gathers people.” The 
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word is translated “Preacher” in the KJV, but it is better translated, 
“Teacher.” 


The Preacher (Teacher) is said to be a son, or descendant of King 
David, which has led some Bible scholars, but not all, to think of 
Solomon. 


When reading Ecclesiastes, it must be kept in mind that the Teacher 
is a character in the book, but is not necessarily the author of the 
book. It is the author who introduces the Teacher to his readers. “The 
words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem” (Eccl. 
1:1), and then provides a final evaluation of what the Preacher has 
said (12:9-14). 


Everything Is Hevel 


A large theme in the message of the Teacher is that everything is 
vanity (Heb. hevel; empty, meaningless, vain). The term is used 38 
times by the Preacher, as a way of telling people that so much in life is 
like a vapor, or smoke. It is elusive, temporary, and fleeting. “Whereas 
ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is 
even a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away” James 4:14). 


When a person tries to grab hold of smoke, there is nothing there to 
hold on to. So it is with life. Just when a person reaches a measure of 
health, wealth, or success in life, it vanishes in a moment. How is this 
to be understood? 


Bad Things Happen to Good People 


For the Teacher, life is an enigma, something mysterious, puzzling, 
and difficult to understand. Sometimes life is paradoxical, absurd and 
self-contradictory. For example, it is absurd for a Bible teacher to 
teach about people escaping a future great tribulation period by being 
removed from earth, while the individuals they are speaking to are 
actually experiencing incredible pain, agony, suffering, and 
persecution. 


A Frantic Pursuit for Personal Happiness 


One reason why the Teacher declares that life is elusive, and empty, 
like the wind, is because he wants to review some of the major ways 
individuals pursue personal happiness, without a positive result. 
Ultimately, the Teacher will conclude that only the Lord can give 
purpose, definition, and meaning to life. Those who try to live life 
without God, will find it “hevel’, empty and wasteful. 


aad 


Have you lived without love, a life of tears? 
Have you searched for life's hidden meaning, 
Or is your life filled with long and wasted years? 


Wasted years, wasted years, oh how foolish, 
As you walk on in darkness and in fears; 
Turn around, turn around, God is calling, 
He's calling you from a life of wasted years. 


There is someone who knows and always hears; 
Give it up! Give it up! The load you're bearing! 
You can't go on in a life of wasted years. 


~Wally Fowler 


Where is the Profit in Life? Ecclesiastes 1:1 - 11:6 


The Teacher came to his conclusion about the vanity of life by 
experiential knowledge. He gave his time, his life, to pursuing 
knowledge, wine, materialism, and sensuality, but found only death. 
“For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). There is physical death, 
through stress and health failure. There is spiritual death, because the 
heart is spiritually malnourished. There is eternal death, apart from 
gospel repentance. 


A Soul in Search of Personal Happiness 


Pursuit Ecclesiastes 
Result 

The Teacher pursued learning 1:137-18 
Increased sorrow 


The Teacher pursued drinking 2:3; Proverbs 20:1 
Vexation of 
spirit 


The Teacher pursued materialism 2:4-11 
No profit 


The Teacher tried sensual pleasure 7:26; 1 Kings 11:3; 
1 Kings 11:1-3 Led astray 
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The Preacher pursued the Lord 8:12; John 3:16; 6:37; All is 
well 
Rev. 3:20 


An Obsession with Death: Ecclesiastes 11:7 - 12:7 


After giving himself to the many facets of life, the Teacher concludes 
that death is not only the Grim Reaper, but, the Great Equalizer. The 
wise and the foolish, the rich and the poor, the famous and the 
infamous, the powerful potentate and the powerless peasant, all 
succumb to the grave. 


Death is also indifferent to how life has been lived. Good people die 
way too early, and evil people prosper. Life is an enigma; a lot of 
times it simply does not make sense. Death does not care. It cares not 
about the stresses of life, or the problems of old age. It is indifferent. 
“For the grave cannot praise thee, death cannot celebrate thee: they 
that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth” (Isaiah 38:18). 


Remembering the Creator: Ecclesiastes 12 


The Teacher is not suggesting that people utterly despair because life, 
in and of itself is Hevel, or empty. Not at all. He recognizes that God 
has made the heart restless, but it will find no peace until it rests in 
the Lord (St. Augustine). Therefore, God is to be remembered. 


“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have 
no pleasure in them” (Eccl. 12:1). 


What the Heart is to Remember About the Creator 


A Person is to Remember the Creator is All-Powerful (Omnipotent). 
“And Moses said unto the people, remember this day, in which ye 
came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by strength of 
hand the Lord brought you out from this place: there shall no 
leavened bread be eaten” (Ex. 13:3). 
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A Person is to Remember the Creator is to be worshipped. He has 
appointed a day to keep holy. “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy” (Ex. 20:8). 


A Person is to Remember the Creator-God is the source of all blessing 
and prosperity. “But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is 
he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his 
Covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day” (Deut. 
8:18). 


A Person is to Remember the Creator is Holy, Just, and Good. The 
Creator is Altogether Righteous. Therefore, let the heart remember 
God’s acts of divine judgment and discipline. “Remember what the 
Lord thy God did unto Miriam by the way, after that ye were come 
forth out of Egypt” (Deut. 24:9). 


A Person is to Remember the Wonders, and Judgments of the Creator. 


The Marvelous Works of God. “We have heard with our ears, O God, 
our fathers have told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the 
times of old” (Psalm 44:1). 


The Judgment of God. “Remember Lot's wife” (Luke 17:32) 


A Person is to Remember the Creator is to be Trusted. “Some trust in 
chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the 
Lord our God” (Psalms 20:7). 


A Person is to Remember the Creator-God is Holy. Individuals are to 
remember sin and repent of it. “Then shall ye remember your own evil 
ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall loathe yourselves 
in your own sight for your iniquities and for your abominations” (Ezek. 
36:31). 


A Person is to Remember the Creator is Merciful. “And their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more” (Heb. 10:17). 


When is the Creator to be Remembered? 


A Person is to Remember the Creator while they are Young. 
“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have 
no pleasure in them” (Eccl. 12:1). 


Question. “It walks on four legs in the morning, two legs at noon, 
and three legs in the evening. What is it?” 


230 


Answer. A baby walks on its arms and knees when it is early; a man 
walks on two legs at the high noon of his life; an 
old man walks on his two legs plus his cane in the 
sunset years of life. 


Growing Old: Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 


e v.l The evil days come not; the years draw nigh. There 
are days of 
calamity, and trouble. 


e v.2 The sun, moon, stars, clouds do not return. The 
days are 
gloomier. 
e v.3 The keepers of the house tremble. The 


legs wobble. 


e v.3 The strong men bow themselves low. There is 
less strength. 


e v.3 The grinder’s cease. The teeth 
are fewer. 


e v.3 Those that look out the windows are darkened. The 
eyes do not see as 
well. 


e v.4 The doors are shut in the streets. A person is 
home 
bound. 


e v.4 The sound of the grounding is low. It is harder 
to hear. 


e v.4 He shall rise up at the voice of the bird. The heart 
is easily 
disturbed. 


e v.4 The daughters of music are brought low. 
Instrument brings 
melancholy. 


231 


e v.5 Fears shall be in the way. There are 
many fears. 

e v.5 The almond tree shall flourish. Lit. “The 
almond shall be 


despised” that 
is, pleasant food shall 
no longer be relished. 


v. 5. The grasshopper shall be a burden. Heaviness 
and stiffness 
replace active 
motion for which the 
locust is known. 


v6. Desire shall fail. Sensual 
pleasures are 

diminished. 
v. 7 The spirit returns unto God Death. 


Because growing old presents many challenges, there is a blessing for 
those who are sensitive to the elderly, and their many infirmities. 
Consider the Beatitudes for Friends of the Aged suggested by Esther 
Mary Walker 


Blessed are they who understand 
My faltering step and palsied hand. 


Blessed are they who know that my ears today 
Must strain to catch the things they say. 


Blessed are they who seem to know 
That my eyes are dim and my wits are slow. 


Blessed are they who looked away 
When coffee spilled at table today. 


Blessed are they with a cheery smile 
Who stop to chat for a little while. 
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Blessed are they who never Say, 
"You've told that story twice today." 


Blessed are they who know the ways 
To bring back memories of yesterdays. 


Blessed are they who make it known 
That I'm loved, respected and not alone. 


Blessed are they who know I'm at a loss 
To find the strength to carry the Cross. 


Blessed are they who ease the days 
On my journey Home in loving ways. 


When a person remembers the Creator early in life, they can receive 
more of the gifts of God for the people of God, which include 
friendship, a loving family, a hearty meal, better health, and the joy of 
living. 


When a person remembers the Creator, they can embrace Hevel. 
Everything in life is coram Deo, which means to live in the presence of 
God. To live a life of coram Deo, is to live a life of integrity. It is to live 
with purpose, definition, and meaning, and that is to know God, and 
enjoy Him forever. 


To live a life of coram Deo, is to have hope for the future, knowing 
that the Creator God is in control of Hevel. 


The Conclusion of the Matter: Ecclesiastes 12 


The author of Ecclesiastes concludes, that the words of the Teacher 
are like the goad of a shepherd; they are designed to move in a 
certain direction (12:11). Specifically, do not try to discern the great 
hidden mysterious of the universe. Speculative studies will prove 
wearisome, for there is always another book to read, and another 
novel idea to explore. To avoid any weariness of the flesh, turn to God. 
Embrace His Word. 


The one who is taught must receive correction by the Good Shepherd, 
and “hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His 
commandments. This is the whole duty of man.” 
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There is a reason to obey God. The Lord will bring every person’s 
work into judgment for evaluation, whether it be good, or evil, 
bringing injurious behavior to self, or others. 


THE BOOK OF 
SONG OF SOLOMON 


Probably Solomon, perhaps near the beginning of his reign 
(about 965 BC) 


In the Garden of Delight 


The Song of Solomon contains eight romantic chapters of love, setting 
forth the affection king Solomon had for a Shulamite (Heb. “peaceful”) 
maiden. “Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee” (Song 
4:7). 


The identity of the Shulamite Maiden is uncertain. Some Bible 
scholars believe she is an unknown woman from the city of Shunem, 
in the tribe of Issachar, north of Jezreel, and south of Mount Gilboa. 
Other Bible scholars suggest she is the well-known, and beautiful 
Maiden, Abishag, a concubine in the harem of king David, who was 
brought to the palace to comfort him in his old age (1 Kings 1:1-4). 


A large part of this great love song is told from the perspective of a 
woman who speaks about her special someone in many ways. She 
refers to him as her Beloved. 


The Beloved is like a lovely plant. Song of 
Solomon 1:14 

The Beloved is pleasant, and sweet. Song 
of Solomon 1:16 

The Beloved is desired. Song of 
Solomon 2:3 

The voice of the Beloved is anticipated with joy. Song 
of Solomon 2:8 

The Beloved is like an alert young roe (buck). Song of 
Solomon 2:9 

The Beloved is romantically persuasive. Song of 


Solomon 2:10 


234 


The Beloved is exclusively hers, and she is his. Song 
of Solomon 2:16 

The Beloved lingers until the last moment when he must go. Song 
of Solomon 2:17 

The Beloved is desperately longed for. Song of 
Solomon 4:16 

The Beloved dares to visit in the middle of the night. Song 
of Solomon 5:2 

The Beloved is desperate to see the woman he loves. Song 
of Solomon 5:4 

The Beloved is responded to in the night, but it is too late. Song 
of Solomon 5:5 

The Beloved is sought after. Song of 
Solomon 5:8 

The Beloved is handsome beyond compare. Song 
of Solomon 5:10 

The Beloved is a friend. Song of 
Solomon 5:16 

The Beloved is romantically thoughtful. Song of 
Solomon 6:2 

The Beloved is wholly faithful. Song of 
Solomon 6:3 

The Beloved is pleasant to kiss. Song of 
Solomon 7:9 

The Beloved is one to be pursued. Song of 
Solomon 7:11 

The Beloved is carefully prepared for. Song of 
Solomon 7:11 

The Beloved is terribly missed until his return. Song 


of Solomon 8:14 


Though the Shulamite Maiden might have been totally enthralled with 
Solomon, given the fact that the king had 700 wives and 300 
concubines, it is hard to believe Solomon was really committed to any 
relationship with a particular woman. Perhaps that is why he is only 
mentioned five times in the book (SS 1:5, 9; 3:9, 11; 8:11, 12). 


There is another way to understand this Song of love and romance. 
Solomon was a gifted writer, and the words of this book are designed 
to touch the heart. If the book was written in the spirit of Solomon, 
meaning after the pattern of his wisdom, poetry, and quest for 
learning, then primary attention can be turned from the king of Israel 
to an unknown Shepherd-Lover, who had caught the attention, and 
captured the heart of the Shulamite woman. Together, they express 
love for one another, and verbally explore sexual desire. 
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The Introduction: Song of Solomon 1:2- 7 


The theme of the book is set forth in the first verses, as we read of a 
woman and her desire for a young shepherd-lover. They are not 
married at the time, but they are definitely in love, and cannot wait to 
be together. The couple is constantly seeking, and finding one 
another. 


The Main Narrative: Song of Solomon 2:1 - 8:5 


Following the Introduction, the narrative flows back and forth 
between the Maiden and her Beloved. Ideas, and emotions, are 
intertwined, and repeated in a turbulent expression of poetic emotion. 
Actions follow their words. The Shulamite Maiden looks for her 
Shepherd-Lover, she calls out to him, she goes in search of him. When 
they are together, they embrace. Suddenly, the moment ends, and a 
new cycle begins. 


It is obvious throughout the narrative the couple enjoy a physical 
attraction to one another. They long to enjoy “The Act of Marriage”, 
meaning the beauty of sexual love, as Tim LaHaye, and Beverly 
LaHaye would express it in their 1976 book on this subject. 


As an expression of their love and desired intimacy, the Shulamite 
Maiden, and her Shepherd-Lover describe one another. Their words 
are not to be taken literally and visualized, for that would create 
something grotesque. A man that actually had hair as a flock of goats, 
shorn teeth, lips like a thread of scarlet, and a neck that resembled 
the tower of David, could not possibly be attractive (Song 4:1-4). 
Hebrew poetry is designed to meditate on the representative meaning 
of the images. 


The Conclusion: Song of Solomon 8:6 - 14 


The book concludes with the Shulamite-Maiden, and her Shepherd- 
Lover expressing their total commitment to one another. They have a 
love that will never die, nor be diminished. They have a passion for 
one another that cannot be quenched. “Many waters cannot quench 
love, neither can the floods drown it” (Song 8:7). 


If there is a word of caution to be found in the Song, it is that while 
love is beautiful, it can also be dangerous. Like fire, love can destroy 
people when it is abused. Love is meant to be lifegiving and 
protective. However, when misused love can be counterproductive, 
and destructive. Love expresses the natural human desire to know, 
and to be known by another. How that love is processed is important. 
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Like every other facet of God’s creation, intimate love must be done 
God’s way, and that is through marriage. 


The Bible says that “Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed 
undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 
13:4). Promiscuous love is never authorized by God. It is not the way 
to happiness in life. 


In the final analysis, love is a wonderful gift from God. Pitiful is the 
person who cannot love someone else because their own heart is so 
consumed with self-love. 


An Intriguing Question 


Over the centuries, the question has arisen why love poetry is found in 
the Bible. The Law was necessary to guide the nation of Israel, and 
the writings were important to record Hebrew history. But why has a 
book of love poetry been included in Scripture? 


A Jewish Allegory 


Jewish tradition suggests the Song was written as an allegory. The 
Shulamite-Maiden is Israel, while the Shepherd-Love is God. Their 
love is rooted in a Covenant relationship of mutual affection and 
faithfulness. “The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I 
have loved thee with an _ everlasting love: therefore, with 
lovingkindness have I drawn thee” (Jer. 31:3). 


A Christian Allegory 


Church tradition borrowed conceptionally from its Hebrew heritage, 
but altered the allegory so that it speaks of the love between Christ 
and the Church. “Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it” 
(Eph. 5:25). 


The Voice of Archeology 


Archeological evidence supports the idea that the love poetry of the 
Song merely reflects a cultural facet of Hebrew society. Like other 
nations, Israel enjoyed talking, and writing about the subject of love. 
After all, love is the universal language of the heart. 


The Final Word 


Because all Scripture is given by inspiration of God (2 Tim. 3:16), 
there must be an overarching reason for this book in the Bible, 
beyond cultural representation, and Jewish tradition. A possible clue 
might be found by noting the references to the garden mentioned in 
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the narrative. There are six references which speak of “a garden” 
(Song 4:12), “my garden” (Song 4:16; 5:1), “his garden” (Song 4:16; 
6:2), and “the garden” (Song 6:11). 


It can be remembered that in the original creation, the Lord God 
planted a garden eastward in Eden, and “there He put the man whom 
he had formed” (Gen. 2:8). Later, God created Eve in The Garden of 
Delight, and united her with Adam in marriage. The image of the 
Shulamite-Maiden and her Shepherd-Lover being intimate, unified, 
and safe with one another, while in fellowship with the Lord, in a 
home of His own making is a delightful reminder of what marriage 
ought to be like. It is the divine ideal to strive for. Sin, and selfishness, 
have no place in The Garden of Delight. 


One day, God’s love will permeate, and transform all of creation. That 
is the promise found in the Revelation. “And I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 
and there was no more sea” (Rev. 22:1). There is a New Garden to be 
enjoyed, containing the Tree of Life which bares fruit for the healing 
of the nations (Rev. 22:2). “And there shall be no more curse” (Rev. 
22:3). 


The question comes. 


“In the present earth, will you strive for idealized love, by giving up 
sin and selfishness, and seeking intimacy, unity, and safety with 
someone?” And then, in the new earth, “Will you eat of the Tree of 
Life which bears fruit for healing?” 


If you have never committed your life to the Lord Jesus Christ, why 
not do that right now? Then, you can begin to love others, while 
enjoying Gods great love in anticipation of better days to come. 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
ISAIAH 
Isaiah, perhaps finally compiled around 680 BC 


The Book of Isaiah is ascribed in tradition to the prophet himself, who 
ministered to Israel from c. 740 BC to 680 BC. Isaiah was a 
contemporary of Hosea and Micah. These spokesmen for the Lord, set 
before the people of God a message of judgment and salvation. 
Because of the hardness of the human heart, the prophets were not 
well received. Isaiah was sawn in half and died the death of a martyr 
(Heb. 11:37). 


The Prophet’s Call to Ministry 


Though Isaiah (Yahweh saves) lived in southern Judea during the 
declining years of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, his message was 
for Israel as a whole. A principle is established. Regardless of whether 
a nation worships the Lord correctly or not, God still has a message 
for all the people, a message to be heard. 


The public ministry of Isaiah began c. 740 BC, when he received his 
call to preach, in the year that king Uzziah died. Uzziah had reigned 
from Jerusalem for fifty-two years. He was only sixteen years old when 
he became king (2 Chron. 26:3). His mother’s name was Jecoliah. 


For most of his reign, Uzziah was a good and wise king. He was able 
to protect Israel from the Philistines by maintaining a strong military 
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presence of more than a quarter of a million troops. Even the 
Ammonites paid tribute to him. Uzziah constructed _ strong 
fortifications, and dug numerous wells. He enjoyed farming, and 
possessed many cattle. 


Unfortunately, Uzziah was a very prideful man, which led to his 
destruction (2 Chron. 26:15, 16). One day, filled with self-importance, 
Uzziah went into the holy temple and offered incense in an 
unauthorized way. That was the prerogative of the descendants of 
Aaron (Num. 3:38). For his presumptuous sin, Uzziah was afflicted 
with leprosy, which rose up in his forehead. He remained a leper until 
the day of his death. Never again was Uzziah allowed to enter the 
Temple of God. 


There is a lesson to remember. It is impossible to worship the Lord 
when the heart is filled with the twin sins of self-exaltation, and self- 
will. 


Isaiah would continue his prophetic ministry during the reigns of the 
Southern Judean kings, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and perhaps even the 
first years of Manasseh (687 - 642 BC). This meant that his life made 
him a contemporary of five kings of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, 
Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, and Hosea. History records the fall of 
Samaria and the Northern Kingdom to the Assyrian king, Sargon II in 
722 BC. 


Judah 
Uzziah 792 - 740 BC 
Jotham 750 - 732 BC 
Ahaz 735 - 716 BC 
Hezekiah 716-687 BC 

Assyria 
Tiglath-pileser III 745 - 727 BC 
Shalmaneser V 726 - 722 BC 
Sargon II 721 - 705 BC 
Sennacherib 704 - 681 BC 
Esarhaddon 680 - 669 BC 
As-shurbanipal 668 - 627 BC 


Babylon 
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Nabopolassar revolted from the Assyrians, and established the Neo- 
Babylonian Empire by making Babylon the capital. He ruled from 626 
- 605 BC. 


Assyria was conquered by the Median king, Cyaxares, who captured 
Asshur, the capital city of the empire. Cyaxares reigned from 615 - 
614 BC. 


In 586 BC God would use the Babylonians to judge Judah, as Isaiah 
predicted 96 years prior to it happening. Then, God would judge the 
Babylonians. 


Medo-Persia 


Cyrus the Great 539 BC Medo-Persia conquered 
Babylon 


The Message of the Man of God 


The basic message Isaiah proclaimed to Israel was that their sins 
would bring the judgment of God. The Lord would use Assyria, and 
later Babylon, to discipline His people. Those who engaged in idolatry 
and suppression of the poor, would find themselves judged harshly. 
But, as God did with all of His prophets, the message of judgment was 
mixed with a message of hope. 


The Lord reaffirmed His own commitment to keep His Covenant 
promises (2 Sam. 7). Israel would have a land. Israel would bring forth 
the Messiah. Israel would be restored to favor with God, and man. The 
Law would be established (Ex. 19). The nations of the earth would be 
blessed because of Israel. Study Genesis 12:1; 18:19; 22:17, 18; 26:4 


With confidence of his call to the ministry, and confidence in the 
accuracy of his message, Isaiah was able to boldly proclaim the gospel 
God had entrusted to him. Therein is the key to effective ministry, be 
it preaching, teaching, or witnessing. The Christian must have 
confidence in God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the Bible, in order to be 
effective. Do not tell others about your uncertainties; they have 
enough of their own. 


Two Major Divisions of the Book of Isaiah 
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First Division 
Isaiah 1 - 39 
God’s Judgment 


A Purifying Process: Isaiah 1 - 12 


The prophet Israel stands to speak against the traditional sins of 
Israel: immorality, injustice, and idolatry. The people have rebelled 
against the Lord to the point it can be said, “The ox knows his owner, 
and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel does not know, my people do 
not consider” (Isaiah 1:3). God will send an instrument of His 
choosing to conquer Israel. The result will be a measure of 
purification for the Old Jerusalem, much like a fire burns away dross. 
The result will be a New Jerusalem to which all the nations on the 
earth will come to worship the King. Society will enjoy justice and 
universal peace. 


A Vision of the Glory of God: Isaiah 6:1-5 


To emphasize how personally corrupt Isaiah is, and how nationally 
corrupt Israel is, the Lord brought His prophet into the Temple. God 
the Holy Spirit illuminated his mind so there was _ spiritual 
understanding. “Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts” 
(Isaiah 6:5). 


Until a person sees themselves as they are in the sight of God, there is 
no hope for personal conversation, because the heart of man is so 
deceitful, the Natural Man sincerely believes he is a “good” person, 
and worthy of eternal life in heaven. Dishonest ministers in the 
Church encourage self-deceit, by preaching about the universal 
brotherhood of man, self esteem theology, and neglecting to tell 
people that God is holy, and just. God will, and does judge sin. Those 
who fail to embrace the atoning work of Christ, and bow their knees 
before Jesus as both LORD and Savior, shall be judged according to 
their works. “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their works” (Rev. 20:12). 


The results are predictable. Those who are judged according to their 
own good works, which are as filthy rags in the sight of God (Isaiah 
64:6), will be justly rewarded with eternal death. “For the wages of 
sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). 
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A Vision of the Mercy of God: Isaiah 6: 6, 7 


When Isaiah realized how unholy he, and the people of Israel were in 
the sight of God, the prophet became alarmed. He thought God would 
immediately destroy him, and the nation. 


God certainly has the right to judge any person, and any nation, at any 
time, for the imaginations in the heart of man are continuously evil. 
Nevertheless, the God of holiness and justice is also the God of mercy 
and grace. The holiness of God is extended to Isaiah, not to destroy 
him, but to purify him. “Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, 
having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from 
off the altar: 7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath 
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged” 
(Isaiah 6:6-7). 


Would you know the purifying work of God’s amazing grace? Then 
sing a prayer song. 


Search me, O God, and know my heart today, 
Try me, O Savior, know my thoughts, I pray; 
See if there be some wicked way in me; 
Cleanse me from every sin, and set me free. 


I praise Thee, Lord, for cleansing me from sin; 
Fulfill Thy word and make me pure within; 

Fill me with fire, where once I burned with shame; 
Grant my desire to magnify Thy name. 


~James E. Orr 
A Desire to be Useful: Isaiah 6:8 


With his tongue cleansed, Isaiah hears the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” It is an important 
question, but it is not for the faint of heart. It is not easy to be a 
Christian. It is even harder to be an ordained minister of the gospel. 
Consider some interesting statistics about ministry in America 
according to Shiloh Place Ministries, which drew its information from 
Focus on the Family, Ministries Today, Charisma Magazine, TNT 
Ministries, and other respected groups (Dec. 2007). 


In America... 


e 1,500 pastors leave the ministry permanently each month 
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4,000 new churches start each year 

7,000 churches close each year 

50 % of pastors’ marriage end in divorce 

70% of pastors battle depression 

80% of pastors and 85% of their spouses feel discouraged in their 
roles 

70% of pastors do not have a close friend, confidant, or mentor 
50% of pastors would leave the ministry if they could find an 
alternative income 

80% of pastors spend less than 15 minutes a day in prayer 

70% of pastors only study the Bible when preparing a sermon 

70% felt called of God into the ministry when they began 

50% who initially felt called, did not believe that, after three years 
in the ministry 


“In the early 1980’s a friend asked me what I wanted to do in 
ministry. My answer, ‘Survive. I just want to survive.’ For thirty-two 
years as a local pastor I did survive, but it was difficult for me, and for 
the family” (S. Murrell). 


When Isaiah felt called to the ministry, little did he realize that 
ultimately, he would not survive. According to tradition, the prophet 
would be cut in half, literally (Heb. 11:37). Nevertheless, when the 
Lord asked, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?, Isaiah, 
wanting to be useful, spoke and said, “Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 
6:8). 


I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard My people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin, 
My hand will save. 


I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear My light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 


Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if You lead me. 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 


I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
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I will set a feast for them, 
My hand will save 

Finest bread I will provide, 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them, 
Whom shall I send? 


Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if You lead me. 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 


~John Michael Talbot 
Have you heard the Lord calling you to ministry? Will you go? 
Trial by Fire 


Having been commissioned by God to be a prophet to Israel, Isaiah 
discovered his message was not going to be well received, or even 
understood. The command was given, “Go, and tell this people, Hear 
ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 
Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut 
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed” (Isaiah 6:9- 
10). 


The reason for this divine judgment upon Israel, was because the 
nation was going to be destroyed. The cities would be wasted, and left 
uninhabited. Homes would be destroyed. The land was to be left 
desolate. Israel was going to be chopped down like a tree. A stump 
was to be left, but then that stump was to be scorched. And it all came 
to pass. What God decreed, and what Isaiah foretold, is confirmed in 
history. Judgment came to Israel, but so did God’s mercy and grace, 
because Isaiah also declared, that despite God’s harsh judgment on 
the Jews, a remnant would be spared to form “the holy seed” (Isaiah 
6:11-13). 


Come the Conquering King: Isaiah 7:1-9 


Before the holy seed could spring forth, Israel had to be judged. Going 
to king Ahaz, a descendant of David, and a king of Judah, Isaiah 
announces that Assyria will come to chop the nation down. However, 
there is hope, because after the wrath of God has been satiated, a new 
king will arise named Immanuel. 
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The Sign of Salvation: Isaiah 7:10 - 25 


In order to assure Ahaz that what Isaiah was saying would come to 
pass, a sign was to be asked for. “Moreover, the Lord spake again 
unto Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God; ask it either 
in the depth, or in the height above” (Isaiah 7:10 - 11). 


Normally, seeking for a sign to confirm the Word of God is not 
encouraged. Jesus said that “A wicked and adulterous generation 
seeketh after a sign” (Matt. 16:4). However, there are occasions when 
the Lord is pleased to show a sign to people to encourage their hearts, 
and confirm His own promises. Ahaz was commanded to ask for a 
sign, which the king refused to do. ““But Ahaz said, I will not ask, 
neither will I tempt the Lord” (Isaiah 7:12). 


The pious words of Ahaz in refusing to do what God commanded, is a 
reminder that sin can transform itself into an angel of light (2 Cor. 
11:14). Disobedience has many forms, including religious fraud. 


True religion is to honor God. True religion is to obey the known will 
of the Lord. It is sin which pretends to be humble and pious, when the 
heart is unbelieving and corrupt. Ahaz cloaked his unbelief and 
contempt for the prophet and the Word of the Lord, in pious terms, 
which provoked the prophet to admonish him. 

And Isaiah said to Ahaz as the representative of the nation, “Hear ye 
now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but 
will ye weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give 
you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Emmanuel” (Isaiah 7:13-14). 


What a beautiful name that is, Emmanuel, meaning “God with us”. 
Emmanuel is the name of Jesus. Prior to His birth, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream saying, “Joseph, thou son of 
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 21 And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins. 22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23 Behold, a 
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall 
call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us” 
(Matt. 1:20-23). 


Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 

His name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 
His name is called Emmanuel. 
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Is God with you? Do you know Jesus as your personal Lord and 
Savior? Can you call Jesus, Emmanuel? 


When Ahaz was given the sign of salvation, God was promising His 
people that a Savior would come to give freedom to the oppressed, 
and bring prosperity to the nation. Spiritually, that is what Jesus does. 
Jesus saves individuals from the power and pollution of sin. Jesus 
feeds His people with manna from heaven, and promises eternal life, 
and the hope of heaven. Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me: 28 And I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand” (John 10:27, 28). The hope of heaven is assured. “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also” (John 14:2,3). Deliverance, eternal life, and 
the hope of heaven, are the gifts of Emmanuel. 


A New Branch: Isaiah 11:1 - 10 


Isaiah spoke of Emmanuel as a new branch, which was to grow from 
the old stump of Israel. “And there shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 2 And the 
spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:1, 2). 


Because of His own goodness, wisdom, and understanding, because 
He is empowered by the Spirit of God, Emmanuel shall rule over a 
New Jerusalem in righteousness. Emmanuel will bring justice to the 
poor. All the nations on earth will look to the Messiah for guidance. 
His kingdom will transform all kingdoms so that they belong to Him, 
and of His kingdom, there shall be no end (Luke 1:33). “After this I 
beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in 
their hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb” (Rev. 7:9-10). 


An Eternal Reign 


247 


Those who limit the rule and reign of Christ over the nations of the 
earth to a thousand-year millennial reign, fail to understand the far- 
reaching dimension of the prophesies of Isaiah, the angelic 
announcement to Joseph, and the fulfillment of Scripture in Christ. 
Jesus said, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth” (Matt. 
28:18). The rule and reign of the promised Messiah over the nations 
of the earth is not a future phenomenon, but a present reality. The 
kingdom reign of Christ is not for a thousand years, but forever and 
ever. The nations of the earth are His now. “For He must reign, till he 
hath put all enemies under his feet” (1 Cor. 15:25). 


This understanding of the Messiah, His kingdom, and His rule and 
reign, does not negate the Lord’s Second Coming, according to 
promise (Heb. 9:28), nor does it take away a more visible 
manifestation of His glory in a new heaven and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind” 
(Isaiah 65:17-25). 


Crown Christ with Many Crowns 


What is being contended for, is that all the prophesies of Isaiah are 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Therefore, Church, crown Jesus now with 
many crowns. Do not teach that Jesus is one day going to become a 
king. No! No! Jesus is even now Prophet, Priest, and King of kings and 
Lord of lords (Rev. 17:14). So, Crown Him the Lord of life. Crown Him 
the Lord of love. Crown Him the Lord of years. 


Crown Him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

of Him who died for thee, 

and hail Him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 


Crown Him the Lord of life, 
who triumphed o'er the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife 
for those He came to save; 

His glories now we sing 

who died and rose on high, 
who died eternal life to bring, 
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and lives that death may die. 


Crown Him the Lord of love; 

behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 

in beauty glorified; 

no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 

but downward bends their burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 


Crown Him the Lord of years, 
the potentate of time, 

creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime. 


All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 

thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity. 


~Matthew Bridges 


Chapters 1 - 12 of the Book of Isaiah concludes his message of 
judgment and hope. Beginning in chapter 13, the prophet turns his 
attention to Babylon, as he begins a series of oracles against various 
nations. Isaiah will have something to say, not just about Babylon, but 
about other nations who are characterized by acts of immorality and 
injustice. 


God vs the Nations 
Twelve Divine Oracles Against... 


Babylon Isaiah 13:6-22 
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Assyria Isaiah 14:24 - 28 
Philistia Isaiah 14:28 - 32 
Moab Isaiah 15:6-14 
Syria and Israel Isaiah 17:1-5 
Ethiopia Isaiah 18:1-6 

Egypt Isaiah 19:1-25 


Egypt and Cush Isaiah 20:1-6 
Babylon (again) Isaiah 21:1 -10 


Edom Isaiah 21:11 - 12 
Arabia Isaiah 21:13 - 17 
Jerusalem (Judah) Isaiah 22:1- 25 
Tyre Isaiah 23: 1- 14 


The Oracle Concerning Babylon: Isaiah 13:1-14:23 


Because people learn by repetition, and because grace precedes 
judgment, Isaiah warns Babylon and Israel, time and again, that 
judgment is coming. It is only a matter of time. As Babylon had 
replaced the Assyrian Empire, Babylon will be replaced, because the 
Babylonian kings decided they were higher than God Himself. Such is 
the pride of national leaders, which always produces a decline in the 
social fabric of the nation. 


The Fall of Lucifer: Isaiah 14:4 - 21 


The story of the fall of Lucifer is described in two important Old 
Testament chapters, Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. Attention is drawn to 
the passage in Isaiah. 


The context of Isaiah 14 may refer to a human king in verses 4 
through 11, an actual king of Babylon who, because of his cruelty and 
pride, lost his exalted position among the leaders on earth. Then, in 
verse 12 through 17 the king of Babylon becomes a typology of 
another prideful ruler who lost his exalted place, in heaven. 


The fall of Lucifer, in particular, is traced to the sin of pride. In unholy 
arrogance, five times in his heart Lucifer declared what he would do. 


“T will ascend into heaven.” 

“T will exalt my throne above the stars of God.” 

“T will sit upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north.” 

“T will ascend above the heights of the clouds.” 

“T will be like the Most High.” 
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Like their father the Devil, the unrighteous will eventually declare 
their purpose or design, which is why, when people talk about the evil 
they will do, they should be believed. Truly, “pride goeth before 
destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). 


The Oracle Concerning Assyria: 14:24 - 27 


The Lord promised that He would break the Assyrian in the land, 
which He did. When the Assyrian king Sennacherib brought a large 
army into the land of Judah, God broke all of his regiments by the 
sword of a destroying angel (2 Kings 19). A principle is established. 
The Lord will protect those who are in a Covenant relation with Him 
in as far as they keep His laws and honor Him. God needs no help 
from men to do His work. “I will break the Assyrian”, says the Lord. 
How comforting it is when the people can say with meaning, “In God 
we trust.” 


The Oracle Concerning the Philistines: Isaiah 14:28 - 32 


Assurance is given for the destruction of the Philistines and their 
military power. This prophecy came in the year that king Ahaz died, 
which was the first year of the reign of Hezekiah. A good king 
followed a bad one. So it is that when there is reformation in the 
heart, good news from heaven can be expected, but not until then. 


The Oracle Concerning Moab: Isaiah 15:1 - 16:14 


Because Moab made an alliance with Babylon against their brethren 
in Judah in 586 BC, the Lord used Nebuchadnezzar to destroy the 
Moabites in 582 BC. When anyone comes against the Lord and His 
people, the Lord knows how to make them howl. “In the streets of 
Moab, Isaiah predicted the time would come when the people “shall 
gird themselves with sackcloth: on the tops of their houses, and in 
their streets, everyone shall howl, weeping abundantly” (Isaiah 15:3). 


The Oracle Concerning Damascus (Syria) and Israel: Isaiah 17: 
1-14 


The Oracle Concerning Cush (Ethiopia): Isaiah 18: 1 - 7 


Cush was a nation located south of Egypt. The Hebrew word Cush has 
been traditionally translated Ethiopia, following the Septuagint. The 
wife of Moses was from Cush (Num. 12:1). Job noted that precious 
stones came from Cush, “the topaz of Ethiopia” (Job 28:19). For 
centuries Cush was a consistent enemy of Egypt, and sometimes 
victorious, but more often subdued by strong pharaohs. Isaiah 
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anticipates the defeat of the Egyptian army at Carchemish in 605 BC. 
The people of Cush were tall and smooth skinned (Isaiah 18:2, 7). 
Isaiah promised that those who fled from Judah to Cush would be 
divinely delivered (Isa. 11:11; Zeph. 3:10). 


The Oracle Concerning Egypt: Isaiah 19:1 - 25 


The prophesy against Egypt was intended to discourage Judah from 
seeking an alliance with the Egyptians against Assyria. God would 
have His people believe in Him, and depend upon His power to 
protect them. In 711 BC Isaiah foretold the defeat and captivity of the 
Egyptians, which came to pass 701 BC. The archeological annals of 
the king of Assyria, Sennacherib (705 - 681 BC), records what 
happened. “I fought with the kings of Egypt, accomplished their 
overthrow, and captured alive charioteers and sons of the king.” The 
heir of Sennacherib, and his son, Esarhaddon (681 - 669), also came 
and devastated Egypt (Isaiah 19:1-4). 


The Oracle Concerning Egypt and Ethiopia: Isaiah 20: 1 - 7 


The prophets of God were frequently commanded to illustrate their 
prophetic words with a sign. Isaiah was commanded to undress, and 
walk through the streets of Israel naked and barefoot (Isaiah 20:1). 
For three years Isaiah was to minister in this fashion in order to 
illustrate God’s judgment on Egypt and Ethiopia at the hands of the 
Assyrians. 


The Second Oracle Concerning Babylon: Isaiah 21:1 - 10 


The prediction of the fall of Babylon was given by Isaiah in chapter 13. 
Here, the prophet returns to the subject, for grace precedes 
judgment. God warns, and warns people again, in order to give 
individuals a chance to repent so that no one is without hope, and no 
one has an excuse for not obeying the gospel. Though Babylon often 
pretended to be a friend to Israel (39:1), they could not be trusted. 
The Bible tells Christians not to be a friend of the world. Church, do 
not desire to be like the unconverted. “And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.” Only the Lord can be trusted to be faithful, for He has said to 
His people, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you” (Heb. 13:5). 
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The Oracle Concerning Edom: Isaiah 21:11 - 12 
The Oracle Concerning Arabia: Isaiah 21:13 - 17 
The Oracle Concerning Jerusalem and Shebna: Isaiah 22:1 - 25 


After the fall of Jerusalem in 722 BC, Hezekiah, the king of Judah, 
revolted against the Assyrian oppressors (2 Chronicles 29 - 32). 
Hezekiah met with some initial success as he strengthened the 
defenses guarding the Holy City by adding a new wall (2 Chron. 22:5; 
Isaiah 22:10). The city of Jerusalem then covered 150 acres, with a 
population of about 25,000. 


According to the prophet Isaiah, the Lord had a controversy with 
Shebna (He came near), the royal scribe and palace steward under 
King Hezekiah, c. 715 BC (2 Kings 18:18, 37; 19:2; Isaiah 22:15-25). 
The Lord was determined to demote Shebna, and elevate Eliakim (God 
raises) to the office of steward. Eliakim would be a type of the 
Messiah. Shebna would fall from power, and die as an outcast due to 
his great pride (Isaiah 22:15-25). 


The downfall of Shebna is a reminder that no matter how high a 
person may go in society, even into the royal court as a high official, 
the Lord would have His people live righteously, and without being 
ostentatious. 


The exaltation of Eliakim is also a reminder that unless the Lord 
promotes you, you are not promoted. Selfish ambition, and ruthless 
self-advancement, will come to nothing. “A good name is rather to be 
chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and 
gold” (Prov. 22:1). 


Eliakim, A Type of Christ 


Eliakim Christ 
A faithful steward A faithful Servant 
John 6:38 
Given the Key to the House of David Possesses the Key of David 
Rev. 3:7 
A man of honor Worthy of worship Rev. 
oil? 
Appointed by God Anointed by God Acts 
10:38 
Protected the resources entrusted to him Loses none of His 


sheep John 17:12 
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A man secure in his office and future Priest and King forever 
Psalms 110:1, 
4; Heb. 
9:10 


The Oracle Concerning Tyre: Isaiah 23:1 - 18 


Isaiah gives a highly poetic description of the destruction that would 
fall upon Tyre. The shipping industry was to be devastated. The ships 
from Tarshish (Spain) would have no port to enter. The silver of 
Tarshish Jer. 10:9), along with its iron, tin, and lead, would find no 
market in Tyre (Ezek. 27:12, 25). 


The reason why the ancient city of Tyre was to be laid waste (Isaiah 
23:1) is given. The people were pagan in their beliefs. About 870 BC, 
Ahab married Jezebel, the daughter of the Phoenician king of Tyre, 
and brought the worship of Baal into the courts of Israel (1 Kings 
18:19; Ezekiel 28). The news of Tyre’s destruction would cause alarm 
among other nations, such as Chittim (Cyprus). 


The principle of cursing by association is brought forth in Israel’s 
relationship to the godless Phoenicians, whose two major ports were 
Tyre and Sidon. Those who entwine themselves with the world shall 
be judged with the world. God’s people are to be separate from the 
world, while being in it. The royal command comes. “Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15). 


The world has a philosophy of life. Individuals are to live by the lust of 
the flesh, if it feels good, do it, the lust of the eyes, as materialism and 
covetousness is encouraged, and the pride of life, look out for number 
one. Take as many selfies as possible. In contrast, Christians are to be 
guided by another philosophy of life, even the life of the Spirit in 
Christ Jesus. Moral purity and _ self-control is preferred to 
licentiousness. Giving is to triumph selfishness. Humanity is to replace 
self-promotion. 


As Isaiah foretold, the time came when God’s judgment fell upon the 
proud city. The city was caught up in the Phoenician wars, with 
Assyria during the seventh century BC. In 587 BC, the Babylonians, 
who had triumphed over the Assyrians, laid siege to Tyre. After 13 
long years of resistance (585 - 572 BC), the mainland city of Tyre was 
captured. Many years later, the island city of Tyre fell to the mighty 
power of Alexander the Great, who built a causeway over half a mile 


254 


long in order to reach the city in the sea. Alexander completely 
destroyed the city in 332 BC, through it was later rebuilt, and became 
an important outpost during the Greek and Roman period. 


Despite its troubled past, and divine judgment, in matchless grace, 
the gospel found its way to the Tyrians. Phoenicians were among 
those who heard Jesus Himself teach about the Kingdom of God (Luke 
6:17). Following the stoning of Stephen, the first Christian martyr, 
some Christians fled to Phoenicia where they preached Christ only, as 
the way of salvation (Acts 11:19). The apostle Paul travelled through 
Phoenicia during his missionary journeys so that it can be said that 
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound (Acts 15:3; 21:2-3). 


A Message for Time and Eternity 


The messages of the prophets were generally a mixture of judgment 
and hope. In chapters 24 - 27, Isaiah continues with such a paradigm, 
as he sets forth a tale of two cities. There is the City of Exaltation, 
characterized by pride and injustices. Isaiah uses language and 
images found in earlier chapters (Isaiah 4 - 23), with a similar result. 
The City of Exaltation is doomed for destruction. It will be replaced by 
a New City, the City of Jerusalem. 


The New City prophesied by Isaiah was visualized by John in the 
Revelation. “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband” (Rev. 21:2). 


In the New Jerusalem, the Lord reigns as King over all the nations. 
There is no more death or suffering. This too, John visualized. “And I 
heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4 And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are passed away” (Rev. 21:3-4). 


The Balance Between Judgment and Mercy 


The message of hope is just as important as the message of judgment. 
While the justice of God must be satisfied, while discipline must come 
to an immoral nation, be that nation Israel, Assyria, Babylon, Edom, 
Moab, or Ammon, individuals need hope, that if they seek after God, 
He can be found. If a person wants to be fundamentally and forever 
different, they can be. 
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Do you want to be different? Is there a desire in your heart to change? 
Are you sick and tired of being sick and tired of sinful behavior that 
hurts other people, and brings no joy to your heart? There is hope for 
you. Perhaps your time has now come when it can be said, “And ye 
shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart” (Jer. 29:13). 


Seeking God 


It the desire of your heart is to be fundamentally and forever different, 
if the desire of your heart is to find God in all of His splendor, beauty, 
and holiness, if the longing of your soul to know Christ as Lord and 
Savior, then begin your search in this very moment, and do not rest, 
day or night, until you have found Him whom your soul longs for. 


Search for God with all your heart in the Scriptures. There are 
sixty-six books in the Bible. Commit to studying each book of the 
Bible, each chapter, each verse, and each word, with a single goal: to 
find God. In your study, do not lose faith in the promise: “You shall 
find ME.” 


Search for God in earnest prayer. Be honest with God. Talk to Him 
reverently, but with holy boldness. You have a royal invitation to do 
this. “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). 
What can we expect to find through prayer before the throne of 
grace? We can expect to obtain mercy. We can expect to find help in 
time of need. We can expect to find GOD, for we have His promise, 
“You shall find ME”. 


Search for God in the Power of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy 
Spirit who illuminates the hearts and minds of individuals. Jesus said 
that “when He, the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into all 
truth” (john 16:13). It is possible to sincerely seek after God, but not 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


Some seek after God philosophically, meaning they depend on 
their innate intelligence to know God. When the question is asked, 
“Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the 
Almighty unto perfection?”, the answer is, “No. God cannot be truly 
known philosophically.” 
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Some seek after God in the flesh, meaning they give themselves to 
sensuality. However, those who are in the flesh cannot please the 
Lord, and they will never close with Christ intimately. 


Some seek after God through religion. Rules and regulations are 
scrupulously observed in an effort to find God and to please Him. 
Martin Luther came to attack Medieval ascetic practices in general, 
and monasticism in particular, after he understood that much of the 
theology that undergirded these practices challenged the evangelical 
understanding of salvation. A soul is saved by faith alone, in Christ 
alone. A soul is sanctified by seeking after God in the spirit. God is 
Spirit, and those who truly worship Him must do so in spirit and in 
truth John 4:24). 


The Rise and Fall of Jerusalem: Isaiah 28 - 39 


Returning to address the citizens of Jerusalem, Isaiah accuses the 
leaders of looking to Egypt for military help instead of relying on the 
Lord to protect His people. Gone were the days when the people could 
say, “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will 
remember the name of the LORD our God” (Psalms 20:7). Isaiah calls 
upon the people to repent, and turn back to God to save them. 


Political and military alliances cannot save any nation in a Covenant 
relation with the Lord. Only the Lord can deliver and protect His 
people. That principle was true for Israel, and it is true for the 
Church, which is the spiritual Israel of God. “But ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9). Only the Lord can 
protect the Church. 


In recent years, some religious Denominational leaders have sought a 
political alliance with government in America, only to lose freedom of 
worship, freedom of assembly, and freedom to preach the Bible. The 
government is encroaching on what the Church of the living Christ 
can do. Rather than resist, there is a temptation to capitulate in the 
name of public safety, political correction, and a misguided view of 
social justice. 


The time may come when the true Church, the remnant according to 
the election of grace, will find they have to worship quietly, and in 
secret, much like the early Christians did. The time will come when 
the modern-day Church will learn afresh that only Jesus can protect 
His people, and He will, provided they trust in Him. 


PASSE 


Prophecy Fulfilled: Isaiah 36 - 38 


As Isaiah had predicted, during the reign of Hezekiah. When the 
destruction of Jerusalem seemed imminent at the hands of the 
Assyrians, Hezekiah prayed to the Lord, and Jerusalem was saved in a 
miraculous and wonderful way. 


Pride Before the Fall: Isaiah 39 


Following the Lord’s deliverance of His people, Hezekiah ruined the 
moment by greeting a delegation from Babylon, and showing them the 
wealth of the Temple, and the splendor of the buildings in Jerusalem. 
His objective was to enter into a political alliance for protection. Such 
is the nature of men and women, that no matter what God does, they 
almost immediately forget His goodness, they begin to worry, and 
they begin to scheme of how to protect and help themselves. 


When Isaiah heard what Hezekiah had done, the prophet confronted 
the king. Isaiah predicted that the day would come when Babylon 
would betray Israel. Babylon would grow in power and wealth, and 
one day conquer Jerusalem. From 2 Kings 24 - 25, history records 
that Isaiah was not wrong in his prediction. Within a hundred years, 
Babylon came to Israel, destroyed many of the cities, and carried 
people into slavery. From a human perspective, it did not have to 
happen. 


God’s people had been warned. Grace had provided time to repent. 
But the human heart is stubborn, the decisions of individuals are 
selfish and foolsh, and one generation lived in luxuary and peace at 
the expense of the next generation. 


In America, history is repeating itself, because nations learn nothing 
from history. God has warned, and is still warning the nation, twenty- 
four hours a day, seven days a week. But people are not listening. 
Women are killing their unborn babies. Men are putting away their 
wives. There is injustice in the courts. There are rules for the rich and 
powerful, and other rules for the common person. The nation is in 
debt trillions of dollars, with no end in sight. The nation’s security is 
placed in technology and military might, which can be disarmed in 
less than a minute with an electro-magnetic pulse (EMP) weapon. 


For the Church, there is no need to despair about current events, or 
the future, for the principle of Romans 8:28 is always present. “And 
we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 
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Section Review of Isaiah 1- 39 


Having accused Israel of immorality, injustice, and idolatry, in 
chapters 1 - 39, Isaiah predicted the nation would be assaulted by 
Assyria, and then by Babylon. God does not hesitate to use an evil 
empire to discipline His people, and then judgment falls on that 
empire for its own transgressions. 


History records that what Isaiah predicted came to pass, which is one 
good reason to believe the Bible is the Word of God, and is not a book 
of human origin like other books in the world. Jerusalem did fall to 
Babylon, and many people were sent into exile for seventy years. 


Isaiah’s Greater Hope: Isaiah 40 - 66 


Despite the severity of God in administering discipline to Israel, the 
prophet gave people hope of a better future. The Messiah would 
come. Jerusalem would be cleansed. The nations of the earth would 
worship in the Holy City. Comfort would yet come to God’s people. 
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God” (Isaiah 40:1). 


God delights in comforting His people. “Blessed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comfort; 4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be 
able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God” (2 Cor. 1:3-4). 


Individuals need God’s comfort, because there is so much fear and 
anxiety in life. The origin of fear is sin. The enhancement of fear is 
promoted by evil individuals in religion, in government, and in society, 
who wish to control, or extort others for selfish reasons. People are 
afraid of the present, and terrified of the future. There are wars and 
rumors of war. There is the threat of a nuclear holocaust if war breaks 
out between countries armed with weapons of mass destruction. 
There is the fear of the dreadful virus COVID, and its ability to 
mutate. 


There is concern about excessive national debt. Individuals need 
comfort as they face their personal problems with health issues, 
relationships, marriage, and work. Let the Church take the message 
of hope and comfort to others. Christian’s need to find a way to 
comfort God’s people. 


Comfort for the People of God: Isaiah 40 


Being transported two hundred years into the future by the Spirit of 
God, Isaiah anticipated the time would come when God’s judgment 
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against Israel would be completed. A new era would begin, with the 
restoration of the people to the Land of Promise. God was going to 
bring His kingdom to earth in the person and work of Jesus Christ, 
this happened. At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus preached 
and said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). 
Later, Jesus would teach, “For indeed, the kingdom of God is within 
you” (Luke 17:21). 


Consider 


Since Isaiah made his prediction c. 720 BC, but saw events occurring 
c. 530 BC, this is a remarkable prophetic chapter. 


There are Bible teachers who recognize the language of Isaiah 40, and 
following, as the voice of someone who seemed to be alive after the 
Babylonian Exile, and have concluded there are two authors of this 
book, or two Isaiahs. Liberal theologians have made this idea 
popular, and acceptable in the Church, because of a fundamental 
disbelief in the gift of prophecy. 


Conservative Bible teachers reject the presuppositional position of 
Liberal Theology, and note that Jesus quoted from both sections 
(Section I, Isaiah 1-39; Section II, Isaiah 40-66) of the book as the 
writing of “the prophet Isaiah”. Matthew 12:17-18 quotes Isaiah 42:1, 
while Matthew 3:3 deals with Isaiah 40:3 and Luke 3:4 quotes Isaiah 
40:3-5. 


In an effort to reconcile the extreme position of disbelief held by 
Liberal Theologians, some well-meaning Bible students have 
postulated that the prophetic voice of impending judgment Isaiah 
spoke about in chapter 1 - 39 came to pass, and then his words were 
sealed up (Isaiah 8:16; 29:10-12, 30:8-9). Later, his “prophetic 
disciples” took his writings and applied them to his day in their own 
words. 


As charitable as the heart might want to be towards sincere religious 
conservative compromisers, it is not necessary to create new 
language, such as “prophetic disciples”, to explain the book of Isaiah. 


The Church always diminishes her moral, theological, and Biblical 
authority once she begins to compromise with Liberal Theology, 
reflected in Dispensational theology embracing the GAP Theory, and 
Liberal Theologians accepting the idea of theistic evolution, or 
embracing the authorship of more than one person for the book of 
Isaiah. Let God be true and every man a liar on these matters. 
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Of the eighty-five quotes, or references to Isaiah in the New 
Testament, not one word is mentioned about a dual authorship or 
“prophetic disciples.” 


The Main Message: Isaiah 40 - 48 


The primary teaching of the prophet Isaiah, is that Israel shall be 
God’s servant, and shall be a blessing to the nations of the world, as 
established in the original Covenant with Abraham. “Abraham,” said 
the Lord, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make 
of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:1-3). 


Abraham believed God, and left Ur of Chaldees. Because of his faith, 
the Abrahamic Covenant was established in Genesis 15:18-21, and 
affirmed in Genesis 17:1-21. Then, it was renewed with Isaac, in 
Genesis 26:2-5, and Jacob in Genesis 28:10-17. 


Isaiah reminded Israel that God would have them bless all the nations 
of the earth as God’s servant, by teaching others the Law of Moses, 
recording the words of the prophets, and producing the Messiah. 


However, time and again Israel questioned the love of God (Isaiah 
40:27). Israel complained and turned to idols, such as Baal and 
Ashtaroth. “And they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and 
Ashtaroth” (Judges 2:13). 


The Trial: Isaiah 41 - 47 


Though the Lord does not have to explain, or defend His actions, 
sometimes He does. Using a courtroom setting, through the prophet 
Isaiah, the Lord explained to His people that He had not neglected 
them, but ordained all things for their good, and His glory. Even the 
Babylonian Exile was rooted in God’s great love, not His total 
abandonment. Cursing would be turned into blessing. For this reason, 
the Lord could say to His people, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: 
be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness” (Isaiah 41:10). Indeed, God did raise up the Persians 
to conquer Babylon so that the people could return home from exile. 
Therefore, let the people know that God is the God of history. He 
raises up nations, and tears them down, according to His own 
sovereign purposes. 
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The Sovereign God: Isaiah 48 


Because of the hardness of the human heart, by the end of the formal 
arraignment in chapter 48, nothing changed. Nevertheless, the Lord 
had His say. He knew the people were obstinate (Isaiah 48:4), but he 
declared the future before it came to pass, in order to show the people 
that it was He, not their graven images, who commands the universe, 
and their fate (Isaiah 48:5). 


There is a Redeemer: Isaiah 49 - 55 


In these chapters a Servant is presented, the Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is Jesus who takes the place of Israel, the true Israel of God. 
Jesus takes the place of the nation, to become a blessing to all nations. 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” 
(John 12:32). Though the Messiah is gracious, and His invitation is 
universal, Israel predicted the Messiah would be rejected and killed 
(50:4-9; 52:13-53:12). 


The idea of a wounded and suffering Messiah would blind many Jews 
from seeing Jesus as their King at His first advent, because according 
to tradition, and Scripture, the Messiah is glorious, majestic, and 
sovereign. Christian theology sees all of that in Jesus, but Judaism 
does not. By God’s grace, the time might yet come when Jews look 
afresh on Jesus, and confess Him as Lord, and say with the Church, 
“Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be 
honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Tim. 1:17). 


Until there is a time of national conversion for natural Israel, the 
gospel must be proclaimed to the Jews, and to all nations. The Church 
must tell everyone that the coming King Jesus is the Servant of whom 
Isaiah spoke, whose death was a sacrifice, and a substitute for 
sinners. Those whose eyes are illuminated by the Holy Spirit know 
that “He was wounded for our transgressions; he was bruised for our 
iniguities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 


Confirmation that the sacrificial life of Jesus was not in vain, is 
confirmed in the fact that God raised Him from the dead, so that it can 
be said, “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: 
by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall 
bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath 
poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the 


262 


transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:10-12). Let the Church sing a song of 
faith, triumph, and victory. 


Up from the grave he arose; 

with a mighty triumph o'er his foes; 

he arose a victor from the dark domain, 

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign. 
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 


~Robert Lowry 
Responding to God’s Servant: Isaiah 54 - 55 


When the gospel of Christ is preached, some will bow before the 
Lord’s Servant in humility, and receive God’s gift of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ the Lord (Rom. 6:23). 


Others will reject God’s way of salvation, and demand to be judged 
according to their own works, which the Lord will do. However, let 
those who do not call Jesus, Lord, let them be warned. Your good 
works will damn you. 


In the Revelation, John said, “And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books, according to their 
works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death 
and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were 
judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And 
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the 
lake of fire” (Rev. 20:12-15). 


Three Poems of Promise: Isaiah 56 - 66 


The final chapters of Isaiah bring together the prayers of those who 
repent (Isaiah 59; 63, 64), all the great promises associated with the 
kingdom of God (Isaiah 60 - 62), and the fate of the wicked (Isaiah 56- 
58; 65, 66). The best news, is that God will one day judge the wicked, 
and remove them from His presence, and from His people, forever. 
What a day that will be! 


There is coming a day, 
When no heart aches shall come, 
No more clouds in the sky, 


No more tears to dim the eye, 

All is peace forever more, 

On that happy golden shore, 

What a day, glorious day that will be. 


What a day that will be, 

When my Jesus I shall see, 

And I look upon His face, 

The One who saved me by His grace; 
When He takes me by the hand, 

And leads me through the Promised Land, 
What a day, glorious day that will be. 


There'll be no sorrow there, 

No more burdens to bear, 

No more sickness, no pain, 

No more parting over there; 

And forever I will be, 

With the One who died for me, 

What a day, glorious day that will be. 


What a day that will be, 

When my Jesus I shall see, 

And I look upon His face, 

The One who saved me by His grace; 
When He takes me by the hand, 

And leads me through the Promised Land, 
What a day, glorious day that will be. 


~Jim Hill 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
JEREMIAH 


Jeremiah, perhaps finally compiled around 585 BC 


Setting Forth 
God’s Justice and Grace 
An Ordained Prophet 
“Before I formed thee in the belly, I knew thee; and before thou 


camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a 
prophet unto the nations” (Jer. 1:5). 
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Prior to the fall of the Kingdom of Judah to the Babylonian king, 
Nebuchadnezzar, God sent a prophet to His people. He was an 
emotional man by nature, and has come to be known as Jeremiah, the 
Weeping Prophet. His ministry would begin during the reign of the 
good king Josiah in 639 BC, and end with Zedekiah in 586 BC, with 
the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians. 


The content of Jeremiah’s prophetic message was that the people had 
broken Covenant with God. The idea of God as a Covenant making, 
and Covenant keeping God, is a large motif in Scripture, with an 
important distinction. Normally, a Covenant involves an agreement 
between two parties in which each participant pledges something to 
another. The biblical Covenants are not made by equal parties, of 
course, for God imposes His terms on individuals. Nevertheless, the 
Lord does “Covenant” with MHis creatures. Theologians find 
distinctions among the various Covenants. 


God Made a Covenant with Adam 


Reformed Theology postulates there was a Covenant of Works prior to 
the Fall, whereby Adam was told that he could eat of every tree of the 
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, he was not 
to eat “for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” 
(Gen. 2:15-17). After the Fall, a Covenant of Grace was drafted, 
whereby the seed of the woman would one day crush the head of the 
serpent, meaning that one day the Messiah would redeem the fallen 
seed of Adam (Gen. 3:15). 


God Made a Covenant with Noah 


Part of the Covenant God made with Noah was that he, along with his 
wife and sons, and their spouses, would be preserved through the 
great flood that was to be unleashed on the earth (Gen. 6:18). But 
Noah must do his part and build an Ark according to divine design. 
Moved by faith, Noah obeyed the Lord. He built the Ark. Then, God 
kept His word to Noah. He and his family stepped on dry land once 
more, in due time. 


Another provision of the Noahic Covenant, was that God would only 
destroy the human race with a flood once. The Lord is still honoring 
that Covenant to this day. While the earth remains, there will be 
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and 
night (Gen. 8:22). All the needless fears of the earth being destroyed 
by an Ice Age, or by man-made Global Warming, are without merit. 
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When tempted to worry, look for a rainbow in the sky, and remember 
the promise, and faithfulness of God. 


God Made a Covenant with Abraham 


“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that 
I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 
3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 
12:1-3). 


Consider 


There are some Bible teachers who argue that the Abrahamic 
Covenant is a unilateral Covenant that God made with Abraham. The 
idea is that no matter what the other party might say and do, God will 
act unilaterally to fulfill the Covenant provisions. As attractive as that 
position might sound, the language of Scripture indicates otherwise. 
It was because Abraham obeyed the voice of God, and observed His 
commandments, and honored His laws, the Covenant was confirmed 
(Gen. 26:5). 


God Made a Covenant with Jacob 


In Genesis 28, we read of the Covenant God made with Jacob. It was 
at Bethel that the Lord spoke to the grandson of Abraham saying: “I 
am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 14 And 
thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread 
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: 
and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. 15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for 
I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to 
thee of” (Gen. 28:13-15). 


God Made a Covenant with Moses 


The Mosaic Covenant was an agreement between God and the 
Hebrew people, led by Moses, that if they obeyed Him, He would be 
their God. Because the Covenant was made at Mount Sinai, it is 
sometimes called the Sinai Covenant. The details of this Covenant are 
established in Exodus 19 - 24. 
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God Made a Covenant with Israel. The Ark of the Covenant 
embodied and symbolized the pledge of God to dwell among the 
Hebrew people, and guide them from the Mercy Seat on the top of the 
Ark. 


God Made a Covenant with David 


The Davidic Covenant is established in three main passages of 
Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:12-16; 1 Chronicles 17:11-15; Psalm 89:27-29, 
34-37). In this Covenant, the Lord provided for the throne of David to 
be established, forever. Ultimate fulfillment of this Covenant is found 
in the person and work of Jesus Christ who is King of kings, and Lord 
of lords. Of His kingdom, there shall be no end (Rev. 17:14; Luke 
1:33). 


God Has Made a New Covenant with the Church. 


While the term, “Old Covenant”, is not used in Scripture, the term 
“New Covenant” is used, once in the Old Testament, and three times 
in the New Testament. 


Old Testament Reference. “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will make a new Covenant with the house of Israel, and with the 
house of Judah” (Jer. 31:31). 


New Testament References. “For finding fault with them, he saith, 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new 
Covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah...13 In 
that he saith, A new Covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that 
which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away... (Heb. 8:8, 
13). “And to Jesus the mediator of the new Covenant, and to the blood 
of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel” (Heb. 
12:24). 


The provisions of the New Covenant are detailed in Scripture. God 
will put His laws into the minds of those who are born again, and will 
be a God to them (Heb. 8:10). Gospel obedience is mandatory for the 
believer. Every Christian is to trust and obey. 


Because keeping Covenant has been essential to having fellowship 
with the Lord, the charge by Jeremiah that Israel had violated their 
Covenant relationship was alarming. The prophet of God accurately 
predicted the Babylonians would be the instrument in administering 
divine judgment. Jerusalem was going to be destroyed, and the 
citizens would be taken into exile for seventy years (2 Kings 24 - 25). 
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The words of Jeremiah were fulfilled, for the sign of a true prophet of 
God is that his prediction come to pass. “And if thou say in thine 
heart, How shall we know the word which the Lord hath not spoken? 
22 When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing 
follows not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath 
not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt 
not be afraid of him” (Deut. 18:21, 22). 


After twenty years of ministering to Israel, the Lord called Jeremiah to 
collect his oracles, sermons, poems, and essays. This was possible 
because his scribe, or secretary, Baruch, had faithfully recorded the 
words of the prophet, and some biographical material as well. 


As the Book of Jeremiah is examined, it is noticed the work opens with 
the call of Jeremiah, who is given a dual mission. He was to be a 
prophet to Israel, and then to the nations of the earth. His words will 
uproot and tear down many cherished traditions and thoughts. 


Once this is done, God will use His prophet to encourage, to plant and 
build up the hopes and dreams of those in exile, and those who have 
known the horrors of war. 


Chapters 1 - 24 sets forth the words of Jeremiah prior to the 
Babylonian Exile. Israel is charged with breaking Covenant with God, 
by turning to idols, offering unworthy sacrifices, and making 
unauthorized foreign alliances. Trust was place in military might, and 
not the power of God. 


Adopting the worship of pagan gods brought shame to Israel, and 
provoked the Lord to anger. Idolatrous shrines were erected 
throughout the land, thereby draining time and treasure from true 
worship, and helping neighbors. The sin of idolatry was analogous to 
spiritual adultery in the sight of God. To be unfaithful to someone for 
selfish personal pleasure is painful. The betrayal of one’s Covenant 
vows is painful in human relationships, and it is treacherous in the 
Spiritual realm as well. 


To press his point of the ugliness of Covenant violation, Jeremiah 
employs the image of promiscuity, harlotry, and prostitution. Israel 
had played the harlot. Israel was nothing more than a prostitute 
seeking out one paramour, or false god, after another. Israel was 
insatiable in her promiscuous lust. The language is strong because sin 
enslaves and damns the soul. 


In addition to idolatry, Jeremiah accuses the kings, priests, and 
national leaders of being corrupt. They have abandoned the Torah, 
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and the Covenant, and encouraged others to do the same by their 
words, and their actions. One result was widespread social injustice. 
Jeremiah does not hesitate to speak truth to power. He will shame, 
and publicly condemn the wicked. He will stand in judgment on 
others. 


Jeremiah had not only the right, but the responsibility to speak up for 
widows, orphans, and immigrants, who were taken advantage of in 
violation of the Laws of Moses. 


A collective summary of the main themes found in Jeremiah, are set 
forth in The Temple Sermon in chapter 7. When the Israelites came to 
the Temple to worship God with a casual spirit, Jeremiah denounces 
their hypocrisy, for outside the Temple, other gods are being honored 
with gifts and sacrifices. 


One despicable form of sacrificial giving to the pagan gods, involved 
the offering of a child who was burnt alive. An American can easily 
understand how children can be sacrificed, for almost a million babies 
a year, since 1973, have been, and are being, offered to the god of 
Secular Humanism on the Altar of Abortion. There is rejoicing in the 
land when this is done, just like the Hebrew people celebrated the 
slaughter of the innocent in the sixth century before Christ. 


“The God of Israel,” cried Jeremiah, “is coming in judgment.” There is 
no turning back the wrath to come. God will destroy His own Temple, 
despite its external glory and beauty. Majestic buildings mean nothing 
to God, when they are used in false worship. Religious rituals, without 
any corresponding spiritual reality, is meaningless. 


An Army from the North, led by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, will 
come and smash the Temple, slaughter the wicked, and take into exile 
the aristocrats and their children. Yes, Babylon is a pagan entity, but 
the nation will be used as an instrument of divine discipline. 


Despite the warnings Jeremiah relentlessly gave, Israel did not repent. 
The people did not turn back to God. Chapter 25 becomes a transition 
chapter. Jeremiah tells the people that Nebuchadnezzar is on the 
march. The storm clouds of war have gathered, and are heading to 
Jerusalem. God’s wrath will not be abated for seventy years. 


Babylon is presented in pictorial language as a cup of wine, filled with 
God’s anger. The Lord will compel Israel to drink from the cup of His 
wrath. 


God’s Retributive Justice 
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In the sections following Jeremiah 25, there is a mixture of judgment 
and hope for Israel (chapters 26 - 45), and then judgment on other 
nations: Egypt, Philistia, Hazor, Damascus, Ammon, Moab, and Edom 
(chapters 46 - 51). 


The Fall of Jerusalem: Jeremiah 31 - 45 


Israel has no one to blame for the impending trauma, and societal 
disruption, but themselves. Jeremiah has pleaded for many years for 
the people to repent, but the gospel was rejected by the leaders of the 
land (chapters 26 - 29). The seize of Jerusalem, and its final fall, is set 
forth in chapters 31 - 45. 


Swept up in the chaos of the times, Jeremiah was kidnapped, and 
taken against his will to Egypt for his own safety. 


In the midst of the chaos, destruction, and death, Jeremiah does have 
something hopeful to say. His message of hope for the future is found 
in chapters 30 - 33. Jeremiah found the courage to deliver his 
message of hope by studying the Law of Moses. In Deuteronomy 30, 
Moses had told the people that when they turned from the Lord, and 
turn they would, and did, God would visit them in grace and mercy, 
and restore His Covenant blessings. God was not going to abandon 
His people forever. 


In fact, Jeremiah said that God would one day renew His Covenant 
with His people, and transform their hearts. Hearts of stone would be 
replaced with hearts of flesh which are sensitive to the touch of the 
finger of God. That promise finds ultimate fulfillment in the New 
Covenant which every Jew and Gentile has access to by faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior. 


A Hopeful Future for Modern Israel 


By way of application, there are Bible teachers who sincerely believe 
that one day Israel will, as a nation, be converted to Christ. The Jews 
will return to the Land of Promise, the gospel will be preached, and 
God will put a new heart into His ancient people. 


Consider 


History confirms that God brings revival and spiritual renewal to 
various nations. Spain, Germany, Scotland, England, Ireland, and 
America have all been blessed with an outpouring of God’s Spirit. 
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Perhaps the modern nation of Israel will yet come under the sound of 
the gospel, and there will be a national conversion to Christ. 


While keeping that hope alive in the heart, the Bible doctrine that the 
Church is also a “nation” into whom God has poured His Spirit must 
not be neglected. Peter explains how, collectively, Christians are to be 
viewed. “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him 
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Peter 
2:9). 


God’s Judgment on Babylon: Jeremiah 50 - 51 


Time and again history reveals that God uses a godless and ruthless 
ruler and nation to judge His people, and then, the Lord judges His 
own instrument of wrath. The Lord does not hesitate to claim His 
sovereignty over all that is good and bad. “I form the Light, and create 
Darkness: I make Peace, and create Evil: I the LORD do all these 
things” (Isaiah 45:7). Even if the meaning of “create” (bara) is 
determined to mean “permit”, the force of the argument does not 
negate what God ultimately decrees. It is God “who worketh all things 
after the counsel of His own will” (Eph. 1:11). 


Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689, Chapter 3: Of God’s Decree 


God hath decreed in himself, from all eternity, by the most wise and 
holy counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably, all things, 
whatsoever comes to pass; yet so as thereby is God neither the author 
of sin nor hath fellowship with any therein; nor is violence offered to 
the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty or contingency of second 
causes taken away, but rather established; in which appears his 
wisdom in disposing all things, and power and faithfulness in 
accomplishing his decree. 


Though God ordained that Babylon destroy Israel in 586 BC, He does 
not condone their violence, and own idolatry. Babylon too, will come 
under God’s retributive justice. The pride of Babylon is denounced by 
Jeremiah. It is a personal pride, embodied in the person of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and it is a historical pride going all the way back to 
Genesis 11:1-9. 


In Scripture, Babylon is the epitome of rebellion against God, as the 
people found honor and glory in wealth, war, and national unity. 
Therefore, God will give Babylon over to another warring power in the 
rise of Cyrus the Great, and the Persian Empire. Babylon well be 
broken, and swept into the dustbin of human history. 
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Epilogue: Jeremiah 52 (2 Kings 25) 


Jeremiah begins this chapter with the destruction of Jerusalem. The 
walls of the city are breached, Solomon’s Temple is burnt, and many 
of the inhabitants of the Holy City are taken into exile. The dire 
warnings of Jeremiah were fulfilled. The tragic fate the last king of 
Judah, Zedekiah (596 - 586 BC) is noted. Though appointed king in 
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 24:17), Zedekiah revolted 
against his benefactor, leading to the Babylonian assault on 
Jerusalem. Zedekiah was taken captive, his children executed before 
him, prior to his own eyes being blinded (2 Kings 25:7). The way of 
the transgressor is hard. 


The Gospel of Free Grace and Mercy is Proclaimed 


There is a note of hope in the final verses of Jeremiah, for the servant 
of God recorded the restoration of Jehoiachin, heir to the throne of 
David. The new king of Babylon, after the death of Nebuchadnezzar, 
was his son, Evil-merodach. In the first year of his reign (c. 561 BC), 
Evil-merodach brought Jehoiachin out of prison, spoke kindly to him, 
gave him a new change of garments, and invited him to the royal table 
each day for food and fellowship. 


Spiritually, that is what the Lord does for every sinner. The Lord Jesus 
comes to a sinner who is in bondage to sin and death, having been 
taken captivity by Satan at his will. The natural state of every sinner is 
one of helplessness, and hopelessness. The sinner can do nothing to 
help himself, or change his situation. He cannot free himself. He 
needs a Savior, and a Friend. Jesus is a Savior, and a Friend of 
sinners. 


When Jesus comes to set a captive free, He comes with healing in His 
wings. The Lord restores the spiritual eyesight of those who have 
been blinded by the god of this world. Then, the soul of the sinner, 
once clothed with shame and dishonor is given new garments to wear, 
the garments of righteousness and holiness. 
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A royal invitation is extended to the soul set free. “Come and dine,” 
says the Master. “Come and dine. There is food and fellowship. Come 
and dine.” 


Jesus has a table spread 

Where the saints of God are fed, 

He invites His chosen people, “Come and dine”; 
With His manna He doth feed 

And supplies our every need: 

Oh, ’tis sweet to sup with Jesus all the time! 


“Come and dine,” the Master calleth, “Come and dine”; 
You may feast at Jesus’ table all the time; 

He Who fed the multitude, turned the water into wine, 
To the hungry calleth now, “Come and dine.” 


The disciples came to land, 

Thus obeying Christ’s command, 

For the Master called unto them, “Come and dine”; 
There they found their heart’s desire, 

Bread and fish upon the fire; 

Thus He satisfies the hungry every time. 


Soon the Lamb will take His bride 

To be ever at His side, 

All the host of heaven will assembled be; 
Oh, ’twill be a glorious sight, 

All the saints in spotless white; 

And with Jesus they will feast eternally. 


~Charles B. Widmeyer 
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THE BOOK OF 
LAMENTATIONS 


Unknown, perhaps Jeremiah, written soon after 586 BC 


The author of the book laments, or expresses sorrow and regret, over 
the events dealing with the siege of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, and 
the following exile (2 Kings 24 - 25). The Babylonian Captivity was a 
horrendous period in Hebrew history. It not only altered many lives 
forever, but changed the course of history. Many people could not 
comprehend what was happening, or why. 


The Jews knew that God had promised Abraham the Land of Canaan. 
Why were the people being dispossessed of their Covenantal 
heritage? Had not David fought to make Jerusalem the capital of 
Israel? Did the Royal line of kings not come from David? Had not the 
Law and the Priesthood been given to Israel? 


The prophets tried to warn the people of God, they would be 
disciplined, if the idolatry and social injustices did not cease, but the 
people refused to believe, and repent of their evil ways. Therefore, in 
586 BC the Babylonians were used by God to chastise His people. 


The Book of Lamentations is a memorial to the pain and suffering the 
people endured lest the nation forget. There are good reasons to 
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remember the past, one of which is stated by Edmund Burke. “Those 
who don’t know history are doomed to repeat it.” 


The Church would do well to study her past, in a age that is guided by 
the mindless of minimalism which says, “Forget the past, don’t worry 
about the future, live in the present.” The past is a guide to the 
future, and reminds the heart to be grateful. 


The importance of remembering the past, for the Church, is 
manifested at the Communion Table, when Christians remember the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. “Do this in remembrance of 
Me,” said Jesus (Luke 22:19). 


Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul. 
Thank you, Lord, for making me whole. 
Thank you, Lord, for giving to me, 
Thy salvation, so rich and free. 


The Book of Lamentations is not unique in the Hebrew Bible. There 
are similar poems to study in Psalms 10, 12, 63, 69, 74, and 79. 


Martin Luther treasured the psalms of lament. Of them, he said, 
“What is the greatest thing in the Psalter but this earnest speaking 
amid the storm winds of every kind? . . . Where do you find deeper, 
more sorrowful, more pitiful words of sadness than in the psalms of 
lamentation? There again you look into the hearts of the saints, as into 
death, yes, as into hell itself. ... When they speak of fear and hope, 
they use such words that no painter could so depict for your fear or 
hope, and no Cicero or other orator has so portrayed them. And that 
they speak these words to God and with God, this I repeat, is the best 
thing of all. This gives the words double earnestness and life” (Word 
and Sacrament, Luther’s Works, vol. 1, ed. E. T. Bachmann. 
Philadelphia: Fortress, 1960, pp. 255 -56). 


The lamentations in Scripture address national issues, and they speak 
of the practical and personal problems people face in every 
generation. There is an emotional and intellectual therapy in the 
lamentations. 


In grief and anguish people cry out. Some will protest the injustices in 
life. The goodness and wisdom of God is often questioned. Confusion 
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and doubts are articulated when people lament as pent-up emotions 
and thoughts are honestly expressed. Human suffering is real, and 
there is no way to pretend otherwise. 


The counsel to “Keep a stiff upper lip”, to remain resolute and 
unemotional in the face of adversity, has no place in Biblical 
lamentations. 


Pain and suffering cannot be dismissed with a cliché, or a theological 
construct that says it is all an illusion. Christian Scientists are wrong 
when they tell people the “nothingness” sin and sickness will 
disappear from consciousness (Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, 1821 - 1910). 


What will help to minimize pain and suffering in life is a firm belief in 
God, and in His wisdom. God has promised to work all things together 
for the good of those who love Him (Rom. 8:28). Faith in God begins, 
in part, by remembering that God is a God of grand design. There is 
order to God’s decrees, including pain and suffering. This principle is 
conveyed in shadowy form by the structure of the Book of 
Lamentations, which is set forth in the acrostic poetry form. It cannot 
be missed. Against the backdrop of the Divine structure, the suffering 
of the saints is expressed. 


The Sorrows Associated with Sin: Lamentations 1 


The unknown author of Lamentations personifies the city of Jerusalem 
as a Weeping Widow. No one comes to comfort her. Lady Zion prays. 
She pleads with the Lord to recognize her humble state, for she is 
distressed. “O LORD, behold my affliction” (Lam. 1:9). But the 
heavens are as brass. 


It has been noted that sin will take a person farther than they wanted 
to go, keep you longer than you want to stay, and cost you more than 
you want to pay. The Bible says the wages of sin is death. When 
people transgress the Law of God, they do not believe they will have 
to pay the Devil’s wages either psychologically, emotionally, or 
physically. But they do. 

The Lady of Zion, the Weeping Widow of Jerusalem, expresses the 
depth of grief associated with a funeral. “Behold, and see if there be 
any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me” (Lam. 1:12). 


The Weeping Widow of Jerusalem prays for Divine retribution upon 
those who have hurt her, pointing out they are as wicked as she has 
been. Therefore, they are worthy of reciprocal judgment. “Let all their 
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wickedness come before thee; and do unto them, as thou hast done 
unto me” (Lam. 1:22). 


Is this how you pray? You who have sinned against the Lord and 
brought shame and trouble into your life, only to be disciplined by 
God with a more wicked person, do you now pray for their destruction 
because of your own pain? Does your heart want the wickedness of 
others be put on parade because your own tears are many, and your 
heart is weary? 


While understandable, this is not a prayer that Jesus would pray. For 
those who beat, tortured, mocked, spit on, and crucified Him, Jesus 
prayed, “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they do” 
(Luke 23:34). Lamentations reflects the honest anger and desire for 
revenge in the hurt, but that venting is not spiritually healthy. 


There are Bible commentators who teach that it is okay for a Christian 
to be angry with the wicked, and want revenge, and their annihilation. 
However, such teaching cannot be upheld according to gospel 
standards, for that is the dark side of the soul, which only serves to 
perpetuate hatred in the heart, violence, and verbal abuse. 


Church of the Living Lord, hear what is to be done. “Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice” (Eph. 4:31). The disciple is not above the 
Master, and so, the Royal Command must be obeyed. In this matter, 
follow the Lamb (Rev. 14:4-5). 


The Fall of Jerusalem: Lamentations 2 


While it is not an attribute of God that people like to think about, or 
discuss, the Bible teaches that God is a God of wrath (Heb. charown, 
khaw-rone; a burning of anger), which is to say that God is a God of 
justice. “Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy 
and truth shall go before thy face” (Psalms 89:14). 


When God made a Covenant with Israel, He expected the nation to 
keep the Covenant, which they had vowed to do. “And all the people 
answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will 
do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD” (Ex. 
19:8). However, over the centuries, Israel violated the terms of the 
Covenant in a grievous manner. The people worshipped false gods. 
They oppressed the poor. They coveted what others had. They did not 
honor their parents. They did not keep the Sabbath holy. The land was 
not allowed to rest for 490 years, though the Law demanded soil 
conservation every seventh years. God was determined to redeem His 
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Sabbatical years (Ex. 23:10-11; Lev. 25:2-7; Deut. 15:1-11; 31:1-13). 
The Babylonian Captivity of 586 BC would administer Divine justice to 
Israel, and redeem the time Israel had robbed God. 


“And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to 
Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign 
of the kingdom of Persia: 21 To fulfil the word of the Lord by the 
mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as 
long as she lay desolate, she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten 
years” (2 Chron. 36:20-21). 


For a long, long time, Israel violated every Moral, Civil, and 
Sacrificial provision of the Law of Moses. Finally, the Lord had 
enough, and moved to administer justice to Israel by holding the 
nations accountable for their attitudes and actions. When weighed in 
the balances of the Divine scales or righteousness, the people of God 
were found wanting. Justice demanded a price be paid, and that was 
the administering of the Five Cycles of Divine Discipline, which the 
Lord had warned the people would be the penalty for their 
transgressions (Lev. 26). God kept His Word. 


In 586 BC, the Babylonians came and destroyed the Holy City of 
Jerusalem as an expression of God’s justice. Any thoughts of God 
possessing a volatile anger that is exercised in a capricious manner is 
unworthy of the Lord. 


While the justice of God is righteousness in action, the people of God 
can still pray, and plead for mercy in the midst of justice. For God to 
have mercy on sinners is not injustice, though there are people who 
would argue that very point. 


In the book, The Impossibility of God, the argument is made that God 
cannot be both an “all-just”, and “all-merciful” judge at the same time; 
these attributes are not consistent with one another (Michael Martin 
and Ricki Monnier, eds. The Impossibility of God; Amherst: 
Prometheus Books, 2003). 


While it is true that the justice of God must always be satisfied, so that 
the guilty are in no way cleared, the wisdom of God has found a way 
to justify the ungodly. “For what saith the scripture? Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 4 Now 
to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” (Rom. 4:3-5). Here is 
the Divine solution to the justice and mercy of God. “God graciously 
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justifies the ungodly sinner who does not work for salvation, but 
believes in Jesus Christ” (Steven J. Cole). 


In 586 BC God administered Divine justice to His people, but in His 
wrath, the Lord remembered to have mercy (Hab. 3:2), which He 
could do because of the Person and work of Jesus Christ who was 
slain before the foundation of the world (1 Peter 1:19-20; Rev. 13:8). 


The Lonely Suffering Survivor: Lamentations 3 


Using the freedom found in poetic license, the author of Lamentations 
personifies the hardships of the Babylonian Captivity and Exile in a 
Lonely Suffering Survivor. “I am the man that hath seen affliction by 
the rod of His wrath” (Lam. 3:1). Drawing from the experience of Job 
(Job 3), the Psalmist (Psalms 22, 69), and the Messiah (Isa. 53), the 
Lonely Suffering Survivor acknowledges God’s disciplinary justice, 
and yet has faith there will be a better future, personally and 
nationally. With hope in his heart, the lonely Suffering Survivor says, 
“Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens” 
(Lam. 3:41). Let there be repentance and confession of sin (Lam. 
3:42), but let hope live for His mercies never fail; they are renewed 
every morning (Lam. 3:22-24). 


A Tale of Two Cities: Lamentations 4 


The poet of Lamentations returns to review the siege of Jerusalem. A 
contrast is made between how national life was in the past, to how 
awful it became. The children once laughed and played in the streets, 
now, they are hungry, and hold out their hands pleading for food. The 
wealthy in the land once enjoyed lavish meals and fine dining, now, 
they cling to dunghills. The leaders of the land were once dignified, 
and finely dressed, but now, they are dirty and wear tattered clothes. 
The royal family was captured, and taken into exile. It is shocking to 
consider. O, how the mighty have fallen! 


A Pitiful Prayer for God’s Mercy: Lamentations 5 


Anyone who has prayed, or listened to someone else pray, knows 
there is a difference between an authentic heartful prayer, and a 
formal expression of worship. It is possible to pray without the mind 
and heart being engaged. It is also possible to pray with pathos and 
sincerity. In the final chapter, the poetic prays with an emotional 
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intensity that stretches across the centuries to touch the heart of the 
reader of Scripture. An appeal is made to the Lord by reminding Him 
of all the people who have suffered under the rod of Divine discipline. 
Mothers have suffered, and so have the children. The elders of the 
land are in anguish, as are the fathers. 


Conflicting Emotions Concludes the Narrative 


While giving a voice to his heartfelt emotions, the poet of 
Lamentations concludes his narrative by bowing before the Lord as 
the eternal King. “Thou, O LORD, remainest forever; thy throne from 
generation to generation” (Lam. 5:19). 


However, in the midst of faith and worship there is the conflicting 
wondering whether or not the Lord has forgotten, and forsaken His 
people. “Wherefore dost thou forget us forever, and forsake us so long 
time?” (Lam. 5:20). 


The conflicting emotions, which conclude Lamentations, reflect what 
sin does to the heart. One moment the Christian is pleading with God 
saying, “Turn thou us unto thee, O LORD, and we shall be turned; 
renew our days as of old” (Lam. 5:21). But then, in the very next 
moment, the heart says something against the Lord. “But thou hast 
utterly rejected us; thou are very wroth against us” (Lam. 5:22). That 
is not true, or fair. 


Christian, when the pressures of life are upon you, what will be your 
final response? Will it be a cry of faith? Will it be a capitulation to 
despair? In the hour of death, will you believe the Lord shall renew 
your days as of old, so you can walk with Him in glory, forever? In the 
hour of death will the terrors of your heart grip you, so that you cross 
Jordan, not in faith, but with doubts and fear? 


My faith looks up to Thee, 

Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away, 
O let me from this day be wholly Thine! 


May Thy rich grace impart 

Strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire! 

As Thou hast died for me, O may my love to Thee, 
Pure warm, and changeless be, a living fire! 


While life’s dark maze I tread, 
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And griefs around me spread, be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray from Thee aside. 


When ends life’s transient dream, 

When death’s cold sullen stream shall o’er me roll; 
Blest Savior, then in love, fear and distrust remove; 
O bear me safe above, a ransomed soul! 


~Ray Palmer 


THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
EZEKIEL 


Ezekiel, perhaps finally compiled around 570 BC 


There was a Prophet Among the People 
The First Vision 
Ezekiel 1 - 7 
The Majesty and Glory of God 
Come the Conquering King, 597 BC: 2 Kings 24:8-17 


Ezekiel (God will strengthen) was a priest who had been living in 
Jerusalem when the Babylonians, led by King Nebuchadnezzar, 
attacked for the first time. Though the city was spared, many 
prisoners were taken into exile as hostages. Ezekiel was among the 
captives, along with King Jehoiachin and 10,000 others. Political and 
military leaders, and skilled craftsmen were compelled to leave the 
Holy City. 
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While in captivity, Ezekiel lived in his own house at Tel-Abib, near the 
river Chebar, an irrigation canal that redirected the waters of the 
Euphrates River into the surrounding arid region. 


The Commissioning of a Prophet, 593 BC: Ezekiel 1:1:6, 10 


When he was 30 years old, in the fifth year of his captivity, the year he 
would have been installed as a priest in Israel, Ezekiel was sitting by 
the river Chebar, when the heaven’s opened, and he had a vision. 
Ezekiel saw a storm cloud approaching. Inside the cloud Ezekiel saw 
four strange creatures with wings outstretched and touching. Each 
creature had four faces—a face of a man, a lion, a bull, and an eagle. 


Associated with each winged creature was a wheel. Then Ezekiel 
noticed that the four-winged creatures gliding on four wheels, were 
supporting a platform. On the platform was a throne. On the throne 
sat One glowing, enshrouded with fire. Ezekiel described it as “the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord” (Ezek. 1:28). This 
was God riding His royal throne across the heavens. 


The word for glory in Hebrew is kabowd (kaw-bode), which means 
heavy, or significant. Glory is used in Scripture to express the physical 
manifestation of God’s presence. 


When God appears, there is glory, as Moses discovered at Mount 
Sinai (Exodus 19, 24, 25). The glory of the Lord was present over the 
Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:21, 22). 


As a priest, Ezekiel would have been aware of the significance of the 
glory of God being manifested, but why was the Lord in Babylon, a 
pagan city, ruled by a King who worshipped idols, and persecuted the 
people of God? Chapters 1 - 11 of Ezekiel’s book will reveal the 
answer to that inquiry. 


God’s Controversy with Israel: Ezekiel 1 - 3 


If Ezekiel was astonished by what he saw in the heavens, he was more 
amazed when the Lord spoke to him personally, after commanding His 
prophet to “stand upon his feet” (Ezek. 2:1). In that moment, the Lord 
commissioned Ezekiel to be a prophet to the nation of Israel, and to 
deliver a message from on high. Ezekiel was to accuse Israel of 
breaking the Covenant. Specifically, Israel was guilty of worshipping 
others gods, social injustice, and violence. As a result, God appointed 
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Ezekiel to warn the people of their impending destruction, predicated 
on the principle that grace precedes judgment. The first invasion by 
Babylon was going to be followed by another, if God’s people did not 
repent and turn from their wicked ways. Jerusalem, the Temple, and 
the people, all faced imminent destruction. 


The Sign Messages: Ezekiel 4 - 5 


To impress upon the people in Exile of the seriousness of his message, 
Ezekiel employed not only words, but physical acts of theater. 


Ezekiel was to go out in public, and build a tiny model of Jerusalem, 
and then smash it to illustrate the utter destruction of the Holy City, 
and her inhabitants. 


He was to shave off his hair, and then chop it up with a sword, in 
anticipation of how the women of Israel would be treated. They would 
be enslaved, and the glory of their hair would be taken from them, as 
they were treated as objects for sexual pleasure. 


On the Day of Atonement, Ezekiel was to play the part of a scape-goat. 


An extreme performance of Ezekiel was when he laid on his side for a 
year, and ate food cooked over excrement, to anticipate the terrible 
food people would one day have to eat during the next seize of 
Jerusalem. 


The Hardness of the Human Heart 


Despite his commission from God, despite the power of his words, and 
the presentation of his personal performance, Ezekiel was told the 
people would not listen to him. His message would fall on spiritually 
deaf ears. Hard hearts would not be touched. Israel would reject what 
the Man of God had to say. “But the house of Israel will not hearken 
unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel 
are impudent and hardhearted” (Ezek. 3:7). 


History was repeating itself. Long ago, though the Exodus Generation 
Saw many miracles, their hearts became hardened to the grace and 
mercy of God. Moses warned of Five Cycles of Divine Discipline, 
including forced exile (Lev. 26:16-33). Now, another generation was 
becoming gospel hardened. 


The Second Vision 
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The Temple 
Ezekiel 8 - 11 


After about a year of public ministry, Ezekiel was given a Second 
Vision, which focused on the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, built by King 
Solomon at a great price. He sees what had been happening in the 
Temple, while he, and others, were in exile. It was not good. 


In the Outer Courtyard, Ezekiel saw the presence of a large idol 
statue. It had become the focus of attention immediately upon 
entering the place of the presence of the Lord. The elders of Israel 
were found to be worshipping this false god, and worshipping other 
idols inside the Temple itself. 


Because of the wrong example of the men, Ezekiel saw the women of 
Israel were led to engage in acts of idolatry. They worshiped a 
Sumerian god of vegetation named Tammuz. This was an abomination 
(Ezek. 8:14, 15). 


According to pagan religious legend, Tammuz was betrayed by his 
lover, Ishtar, and so each autumn died, only to live again. The wilting 
of the vegetation was viewed as a sign of his death. This led to great 
mourning in society, and explained why Ezekiel saw the women in 
Jerusalem weeping. They were not weeping over sin, but over 
personal loss. 


The Temple Vision ended when Ezekiel saw the Throne Chariot, 
reflecting the glory of God move away from the Temple. God was 
leaving His idolatrous people. He would not stand by while they 
dishonored Him, and turned to false fertility gods. The Throne Chariot 
was going East to Babylon, in search of a faithful remnant, though in 
Exile. The Lord will go in Exile with His people. 


Israel’s idolatry has driven God away, and so, He assigns the Holy 
City, and the Temple, to destruction. 


Yet, in His wrath, God remembered to have mercy. Where sin 
abounds, grace does much more abound. God reveals He has not 
completely abandoned His people. A remnant will one day return with 
a new heart, a new mind, and a new spirit. God will redeem His 
people, and bestow upon them the spiritual gifts of repentance and 
regeneration. God will remove their insensitive hearts of stone and 
give them hearts of flesh, that respond to His divine touch. The 
remnant will follow the Lord God. 
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This glimmer of hope, unfortunately, is overshadowed by the horrible 
reality of the pain and suffering associated with national destruction 
due to divine discipline being administered. The God of love and 
mercy is still the God of justice and discipline. 


Three Irrevocable Pronouncements 
Ezekiel 12 - 33 
God will Judge Israel: Ezekiel 12 - 24 


The judgment of the Lord in Israel will be severe. Ezekiel makes this 
very clear by using the pictorial language found in a parable and an 
allegory. Israel is set forth as a burnt, useless stick (Ezekiel 15). Israel 
is a rebellious wife (Ezekiel 16). Israel is like a dangerous raging lion 
that is captured (Ezekiel 19). Israel is like two promiscuous sisters 
engaging in carnal pursuits (Ezekiel 23). As a result, Israel is worthy 
of judgment. 


Taking on the form of a lawyer, Ezekiel prosecutes his case against 
Israel (Ezekiel 14, 18, 20). Their discipline is well deserved. Even if 
the most righteous people lived, such as Noah, Daniel, or Job, and 
pleaded for Israel, their prayers would not be heard. The case against 
Israel is over. Judgment has been pronounced. It is time for the 
sentence to be administered. The integrity of God demands He bring 
judgment on this generation. Sin had reached a saturation point. Exile 
was inevitable. There is always a point of no return in God’s dealing 
with people. 


God will Judge the Nations: Ezekiel 25 - 33 


As God is judge over Israel, so He is sovereign over all the nations on 
earth. They are not exempt from His holy wrath. Ezekiel has a 
message for the nations around Israel: Philistia, Edom, Moab, and 
Ammon. 


Egypt and Tyre shall not be exempt from Divine evaluation. Israel had 
an alliance with Tyre and with Egypt so that the fate of one became 
the fate of another. 


While Israel was guilty of worshipping false gods, the rulers of Tyre 
and Egypt were guilty of believing they were gods. The rulers of these 
nations defined right and wrong according to their own personal 
norms and standards. They bowed to no one, but demanded servitude 
of all others. God denounces the pride of Tyre and Egypt. He will use 
Babylon as an instrument of His wrath to judge Tyre and Egypt, as 
well as Israel. 


286 


God’s Message to Jerusalem: Ezekiel 33 


As the Second Vison nears a conclusion, Ezekiel is greeted by a 
refugee from Israel. He has a story to tell. The Babylonians have 
invaded the Land of Promise. The city is destroyed, and the Temple is 
desecrated. The dire warning proclaimed by Ezekiel has become a 
reality. However, that is not the end of the narrative. 


In the Valley of Dry Bones 
Part IT 
A Profound Hope 
Grace and Mercy will be Manifested 
There is Hope for Israel: Ezekiel 33 - 37 


Despite the disturbing messages given by the prophet Ezekiel in 
chapter 1 - 33, despite the terrible destructive work of the 
Babylonians upon the nations of the earth, Israel is not without hope. 
Post tenebras lux is a Latin phrase translated, “After darkness, light.” 
After the darkness of the Babylonian Exile, the glorious light of the 
gospel of God would shine to show the Hebrew captives the way back 
to Jerusalem, and the way back to the Temple where proper worship 
could be restored. There is a message of profound hope to be found in 
Ezekiel 34 - 48. 


The hope for Israel begins when God promised to raise up a new King 
David (Ezekiel 34 - 37) who would reign as Messiah - King (Ezekiel 
34). Ultimately, Jesus is the fulfillment of this prophesy of hope, for 
Jesus is KING OF KINGS, LORD OF LORDS (Rev. 17:14). The 
Messianic King would rule over a Transformed people, who are 
ultimately described by Peter in the New Testament. “But ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 


This is the Covenantal language once associated with Israel. ““And 
you shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. These 
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are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel” 
(Exodus 19:6). 


Ezekiel anticipates the time when God would take away the hard, 
rebellious heart of Israel, and give His people a new soft heart of flesh 
(Ezekiel 36). The people of God will feel His touch, and respond to 
the guidance of His Spirit. They will no longer walk in the flesh. “This 
I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 
flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 


To help Ezekiel visualize what He will do for a Returning Remnant of 
Jews after the Babylonian Captivity, the Lord shows His prophet a 
valley of dry bones. This is a metaphor, for the dead orthodoxy in 
Israel. But the bones do not remain dead and lifeless. Ezekiel sees the 
wind coming, causing the bones to be brought together. The bones 
stand up. The Spirit fills each person with breath. There is life. Skin 
grows over the bones. There are new humans now standing. As God 
made humans out of the dust of the earth (Gen. 1, 2), so God can 
remake humans out of the sands of Babylon. 


This is a mighty creative work of God, which only He can do. Dead 
men cannot pull themselves together. Dead men cannot breathe life 
into themselves. Dead men, literally or spiritually, cannot cause skin 
to grow over their bodies, or give themselves the vital organs needed 
to love and obey God. Salvation is wholly of the Lord. Not just in part, 
but in whole. 


There is Hope for the Nations: Ezekiel 38 - 39 


Because the Messiah is coming, according to promise, Ezekiel is 
shown that Messiah will defeat evil among the nations on the earth. A 
spiritual personification of evil is called “Gog of the Land of Magog” 
(in modern day Turkey). Gog is also called, “The Prince of Rosh, 
Meshech, and Tubal”. 


A literal and historical personification of Gog might find fulfillment in 
Gyges, king of Lydia “who asked Ashurbanipal, king of Assyria, for 
help in 676 BC but then joined an Egyptian-led rebellion against 
Assyria about 665 BC The name Gyges became a symbol for the 
powerful, feared king of the north (Holman Bible Dictionary) 


In Revelation 20:8, the evil ruler personified by Gog, and the people of 
the Land of Magog, appear together as a united fighting force for 
Satan following his millennial bondage. 
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In Ezekiel’s Vision, Gog, an amalgam of all the worst people in 
Scripture, aligns himself with seven nations, which came from all four 
directions of the compass. This confederation reflects a unified 
hostility of a// the nations on Earth to the rule and reign of God and 
His Messiah. The main focus of attention of Gog is to resist God’s plan 
for His people. Once more, history would be repeating itself, for 
Pharoah rejected God’s plan for the Hebrew people of the Exodus 
Generation. 


Despite much resistance, God unleashes divine justice on Gog in a 
series of events. 


Gog and his armies are consumed by an earthquake. Any survivors of 
the earthquake are then consumed by fire, after which God comes and 
strikes Gog and his army down in the field in a pitched battle. The 
rotting corpses are left unburied for months. 


The imagery of earthquake, fire, and military slaughter presents a 
powerful message of evil being totally annihilated by the Lord and His 
Anointed. 


The symbolisms and spiritual lessons of Ezekiel’s Vision of the Valley 
of Dry Bones, must not be missed. 


God is determined to defeat the evil of this world in order to pave the 
way for a new beginning, with a new creation. 


The Third Vision 
An Expanded Temple 
There is Hope for all Creation: Ezekiel 40 - 48 


Once evil is effectively destroyed, there is hope for all creation. In 
Ezekiel 40 - 46, Ezekiel is given a vision of a New Temple, in a New 
City, such as the world has never seen. Guided by a Heavenly Figure, 
Ezekiel is shown the majestic glory of the New Temple. 


The New Temple is much larger, and more impressive than Solomon’s 
Temple. There is an altar, a priesthood, and a system of worship 
familiar to the Hebrew people since the Exodus Generation. 


Best of all, Ezekiel saw God’s beautiful Throne Chariot coming to 
Jerusalem. The Lord will return to His sanctuary. The Lord will not 
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return to the defiled pre-exilic sanctuary bearing the marks of 
apostasy and judgment, but the New Sanctuary of purity. 


Observe 


There are some Bible scholars that insist Ezekiel’s Temple Vision is a 
literal blueprint of a building, and city yet to be erected, when the 
Messiah comes to rule on Earth and establish His kingdom. 


Other Bible scholars believe the imagery of the New Temple is full of 
symbols, setting forth rich spiritual truths, such as the constant 
presence of God with His people, be they in bondage or free. Again, 
the New Temple teaches the importance of having hope. No matter 
how dark and difficult the present moment may be, there is a better 
tomorrow coming. 


Whichever view is pursued, notice that Ezekiel never calls the new 
city, Jerusalem. Therefore, care must be taken not to read more in a 
Biblical narrative than is warranted. 


The Fourth Vision 


As Ezekiel meditated on all that he is a witness to, he notices a stream 
pouring out of the New Temple, which turns into a raging river, 
flowing into the arid desert until it reaches the Dead Sea Valley. 
There, a miracle takes place. Suddenly, the Dead Sea became an 
Inviting Sea to wade in. 


The Inviting Sea then becomes a Living Sea in Ezekiel’s Vision, 
leaving behind beautiful trees and exotic flowers. The waters team 
with fish, and other creatures, as the Garden of Eden is restored to its 
pristine glory. 


The vision of Ezekiel is cosmic in nature. It is a vision of hope, with 
confidence in God that He will restore humanity, and His creation, to 
a place where it can be said, “It is very good” (Gen. 1:31). 


The prophecy of Ezekiel ends with the name of this Garden City. It is 
called, “THE LORD IS THERE”. 


The question arises, “Will you be there to enjoy the New Eden? Will 
your eternal place of residence be called, “THE LORD IS THERE”? If 
the desire of your heart is to be with Jesus and His people in the new 
heavens and new earth wherein dwells righteousness (Rev. 21:1), 
then you must do the following. 


First, realize that you are a sinner, and that you need a Savior. “For 
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
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Understand that you deserve to die, not just physically, but an eternal 
death in a place called hell for “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). 


Second, confess with your mouth, and believe in your heart that God 
has raised Jesus Christ from the dead to be both Lord, and Savior 
(Rom. 19:9). 


Third, call upon the name of the Lord and thou shalt be saved. “For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 
10:13). 


Fourth, repent of your sins, and walk in the newness of life. To repent 
means to be sorry for the wrong you have done. To repent means to 
turn around. “God commands all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 
17:30). If you realize that you cannot repent in and of yourself, ask 
God to grant you the gift of repentance and eternal life. 


Fifth, arise and be baptized, with faith in your heart that God loves 
you, Christ died for you, and the Holy Spirit has regenerated you by 
His divine power, so that spiritually, your sins are washed away. This 
washing away of sin symbolizes the new birth, your personal 
identification with Christ, and your confidence in the _ bodily 
resurrection of the dead. “For if we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 
resurrection” (Rom. 6:5). 


May God draw you to Himself so that you do this right now. 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
DANIEL 
Daniel, perhaps finally compiled around 530 BC 
AN ANCIENT PROPHESY BEING FULFILLED 


The Background Story 

Two years after the death of Josiah, king of Judah in 608 BC, 
Nebuchadnezzar became king of Babylon. A _ warrior-king, 
Nebuchadnezzar set out to expand his empire by marching through 
Palestine to conquer Egypt. 


The prophet Jeremiah had counseled Judah to submit to Babylon, but 
was considered a traitor for such a suggestion. Even when Jeremiah 
spoke in the name of the Lord, and wrote down what God said, the 
leadership did not listen (Jer. 25 - 28). The king of Judah threw his 
scroll into a fire Jer. 36:4; 21-23). Not to be silenced, Jeremiah put a 
yoke around his neck to illustrate how Judah should humble herself 
before Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 27:2-11). 


The Babylonian Conquest of Israel 
The First Invasion 


In the end, Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah, and took many citizens 
captive, including Daniel. The year was 605 BC. In addition to taking 
youth from the royal family, Nebuchadnezzar took priceless utensils 
from the Holy Temple (2 Kings 24:10; Daniel 1:1-2). 


The Second Invasion 


In 597 BC, King Nebuchadnezzar returned to Judah in the eighth year 
of his reign. During this excursion, both the Holy Temple, and the 
royal palace treasures were confiscated, and carried into exile, along 
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with many leaders in society, and skilled artisans (2 Kings 24:18-19; 
Jer. 25:1-3). 


The Third Invasion 


It was at this point that the Lord told His prophet, Jeremiah, to 
instruct the king of Judah to form a coalition with Babylon, and not 
with Egypt. Jeremiah warned people not to listen to the false prophets 
who were pro-Egyptians (Jer. 27:1-15). 


Because King Zedekiah of Judah did not listen to the Lord through 
Jeremiah, Nebuchadnezzar marched a third time against Judah in the 
18" year of his reign, 587 BC. Nebuchadnezzar compelled Zedekiah 
to watch his sons being slaughtered, then he was blinded and taken to 
a prison in Babylon. The Sacred Temple was destroyed by fire, along 
with the royal palace, and many homes. Gold, silver, and bronze were 
taken from the Temple. The walls of Jerusalem were torn down. The 
only people left in Judah were the poorest of the poor to work the land 
(2 Kings 25:1-21). 


The story of Daniel begins soon after the First Invasion of Judah by 
Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel, along with three friends, were taken captive 
to Babylon where they were renamed, and put to work in the royal 
palace. They would be challenged to honor the Lord, and not despair. 


When Names are Changed 


Daniel “God is judge” Belteshazzar 

“protect his life” 
Hananiah “Yah(weh) is gracious” Shadrach “circuit of the 
sun” 
Mishael “who is what God is?” Meshack “sowing” or 
“possession” 
Azariah “Yahweh has helped” Abed-nego “servant of 


Nego” [the god of 
science and literature in 
Babylon] 


The Book of Daniel is easily divided into two main sections. In 
chapters 1 - 6, the story is told of Daniel and the courage and 
conviction of his three friends. In chapters 7 - 12, the visions of Daniel 
are described. 
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Of particular interest for Bible scholars is the fact that Daniel chapter 
1 is written in Hebrew, then, chapters 2 - 7 are written in Aramaic, 
and finally chapters 8 through 12 return to the Hebrew language. 
Aramaic is itself a Semitic language which was spoken widely in the 
ancient world beginning in the 6" century, and during the time of 
Christ. While the New Testament was written in Greek, there are a 
few Aramaic words or phrases to be found. 


Aramaic Word Meaning New Testament 
Reference 
Talitha cum “Little girl, get up!” Mark 
5:41 
Ephphatha “Be opened!” Mark 7:34 
Abba “Father” Mark 14:36 
Raca “fool” Matthew 5:22 
Rabbouni “teacher” John 20:16 
Eli Eli lema sabachthani “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?” Matthew 
27:46 
Hosanna “O Lord, save us.” Mark 11:9 
Maranatha “Lord, come!” 1 Corinthians 
16:22 


Perhaps the reason for this distinctness is to emphasize the 
information in chapters 2 through 7 through the lenses of chapter 1, 
and then chapters 8 through 12. 


Faithful to the Torah: Daniel 1:1- 20 


Attention is focused on Daniel and his three friends, of whom it is said 
there was no physical blemish on them, and that they were intelligent 
(1:1-4). When the young men believed they were being asked to give 
up their Jewish heritage, and eat inappropriate foods, and drink wines 
from the table of King Nebuchadnezzar, there was cause for alarm. 
The prince of the eunuchs who had care of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah was concerned that the king would think he was not 
doing his job well, if the privileged captives became sick or emaciated 
(1:5-17). A test was suggested by Daniel, which allowed him, and his 
friends, to be faithful to the Torah, and the prince of the eunuchs to 
be relieved. Within a short period of time, Daniel and his friends were 
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found to be in good health, and excelling in matters of wisdom and 
understanding (1:18-21). 


The King’s Dream: Daniel 2:1-49 


In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. The 
year was 604 BC. Only Daniel could understand the dream, or even 
tell the king what he had dreamed. It was an amazing feat which all 
the wise men and magicians of Babylon could not replicate. 


Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream a colossal image made of four 
metals: gold, silver, bronze, and iron. The metals were symbolic of 
succeeding empires beginning with Babylon (gold), the Medo-Persian 
Empire (silver), which would give way to the Greek Empire (bronze), 
which would then be conquered by the Romans (iron and clay). 


“This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, 
his belly and his thighs of brass, 33 His legs of iron, his feet part of 
iron, and part of clay” (Daniel 2:32-33). 


While the statue stood, a massive rock appeared to smash the feet of 
the image, representative of Rome, causing the statue to collapse, 
while the rock, representing Jesus Christ, grew larger, into a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth (Daniel 2:35). 


A Prophesy That Has Been, is Being Fulfilled 


From the vantage point of time, in the year of our Lord, 2021, it can 
be categorically stated that Daniel was a true prophet of God. All that 
Daniel said, did come to pass, and is coming to pass in this very hour. 
It is exciting to be part of an ancient prophesy being fulfilled. 


History conclusively confirms that the Babylonian Empire fell to the 
Persian Empire, which was conquered by Alexander the Great of 
Greece. The Greek Empire gave way to the Roman Empire. 


Then came Jesus, and smashed the Roman Empire. Daniel said it 
would happen, John, in the Revelation saw the conquering Christ 
riding forth, and history confirms that what Daniel said would happen, 
and John saw would happen, did happen. 


“After the conversion of Constantine, he allowed for the freedom of 
the Christian church for the first time in its existence. The Christians 
could crawl out of the catacombs, and actually build buildings, where 
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they could publicly worship Jesus. It was a glorious time for the 
church after 300 years of persecution. 


But a few decades after Emperor Constantine’s death, there arose a 
ruler from his own family who tried to turn his back on Christianity, 
and make the Roman empire solidly pagan. His name was Julian the 
Apostate. 


By rejecting Jesus, Julian the Apostate made a wreck of his life, but 
thankfully his reign was short-lived. It is said that he was wounded in 
battle, and as he lay dying, sinking into the sand, he picked up a 
handful of sand filled with his own blood, and threw it into the sky and 
said, “Thou hast conquered, Oh Thou Galilean” and thus, Julian’s work 
perished with him. Attempting to overthrow the Christian religion by 
writing a book against it, he inadvertently ended up confirming most 
of its basic historic tenants. 


Our faith is built upon a solid rock, that neither pagan, nor demon, 
can overthrow. Yes, there have been small clouds that have come and 
obscured the sun for a moment. “Julian was such a cloud,” said 
Athanasius, the great defender of the faith. But the cloud, as he said, 
“...it is a little cloud, it passes away.” The sun, however, continues to 
shine in its brightness in the sky, and so it is with Christ” (Dr. D. 
James Kennedy). 


Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He declared His victory, and 
sovereignty, having all powers in the universe. 


“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world. Amen” (Matt. 28:18-20). 


Church, do not miss out on the message. Our God reigns. The 
strategic victory was won when Jesus rose from the dead. Today, the 
ascended Christ rules the nations with a rod of iron. This is not a 
future state to come, but a present reality. Jesus is now, today, in this 
very hour, KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. But, do you 
believe this? If you do then sing, Church of the living Lord. Sing! 


Crown Him with many crowns, 

The Lamb upon His throne. 

Hark! How the heav’nly anthem drowns 
All music but its own! 


Awake, my soul, and sing 

Of Him who died for thee; 

And hail Him as thy matchless king 
Through all eternity! 


Crown Him the virgin’s son! 

The God incarnate born, 

Whose arm those crimson trophies won 
Which now His brow adorns! 

Fruit of the mystic rose, 

As of that rose the stem; 

The root whence mercy ever flows, 

The Babe of Bethlehem! 


Crown Him the Lord of love! 

Behold His hands and side, 

Those wounds, yet visible above, 

In beauty glorified: 

No angel in the sky 

Can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bends his burning eye 
At mysteries so bright! 


Crown Him the Lord of peace! 

Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end, 

And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of paradise extend 

Their fragrance ever sweet. 


Crown Him the Lord of years, 
The Potentate of time, 

Creator of the rolling spheres, 
Ineffably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

For Thou has died for me; 

Thy praise and glory shall not fail 
Throughout eternity. 


Crown Him the Lord of Heav’n, 
Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 
The wondrous name of Love. 
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Crown Him with many crowns, 

As thrones before Him fall; 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 
For He is king of all. 


Crown Him the Son of God, 

Before the worlds began, 

And ye who tread where He hath trod, 
Crown Him the Son of Man; 

Who every grief hath known 

That wrings the human breast, 

And takes and bears them for His own, 
That all in Him may rest. 


Crown Him the Lord of life, 
Who triumphed o’er the grave, 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to Save. 

His glories now we sing, 

Who died, and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring, 
And lives that death may die. 


Crown Him the Lord of lords, 

Who over all doth reign, 

Who once on earth, the incarnate Word, 
For ransomed sinners slain, 

Now lives in realms of light, 

Where saints with angels sing 

Their songs before Him day and night, 
Their God, Redeemer, king. 


~George J. Elvey 


They Did Not Bend, Bow, or Burn: Daniel 3:1- 30 


Perhaps, inspired by his dream, and the interpretation of it by Daniel, 
Nebuchadrezzar made a colossal image of gold that stood 90 feet tall, 
and 9 feet wide. With music playing, individuals were commanded to 
bow down before the image which Nebuchadnezzar had made, or 
suffer the penalty of death in a burning fiery furnace (3:15). When 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego heard what the king had said, the 
Lord gave them grace to respond. “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego answered, and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 
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careful to answer thee in this matter. 17 If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up” (Daniel 3:16-18). These three men of 
God did not bow, they did not bend, and, in the providence of God, 
they did not burn, though the king tried to burn them alive (3:19-30). 
The Lord honored those who honored Him. 


Some Dreams do Come True: Daniel 4:1-5:31 


In chapters 4 and 5, the pride of Nebuchadnezzar, and the pride of 
Belshazzar are set forth, in order to demonstrate important gospel 
truths that should comfort the people of God in every generation. 


First Gospel Truth 


It is God who establishes the kings, and kingdoms, of this world. It is 
the Lord who raises up earthly potentates, and disposes of them as He 
pleases. 


Speaking to King Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel had said to him, “Blessed 
be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: 
21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, 
and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge 
to them that know understanding: 22 He revealeth the deep and 
secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light 
dwelleth with him” (Daniel 2:20-22). 


When Nebuchadnezzar forgot that truth, and exalted himself with 
pride, the Lord afflicted the king with the mental disorder called 
“poanthropy”, which caused a person to act like an animal. 


For seven long and painful years Nebuchadnezzar acted, and looked 
like a wild beast, and the dream came true, as prophesy was fulfilled 
(Daniel 4:1-33). In matchless grace, God restored sanity to king 
Nebuchadnezzar, who learned to praise and worship the one true God 
(Daniel 4:34-37). 


Second Gospel Truth 
It is God who appoints the hour of our birth, and the day of our death. 
On October 7, 563 BC, Nebuchadnezzar, the mighty king of Babylon 


died. In 539 BC, one of his “sons”, or descendants, by the name of 
Belshazzar, reigned as king. Unfortunately, Belshazzar was a king 
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given to sensual pleasure, and invited others to take part in his life of 
debauchery (Daniel 5:1-2). It was in the midst of a palace banquet, 
where sacred stolen vessels of gold and silver were used, taken from 
the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, that the fingers of a hand began to 
write these words on the wall of the banquet hall: 


“MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN” 


A Divine Interpretation of the Words on the Wall: Daniel 5:25- 
28 


MENE God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 
TEKEL Thou art weighted in the balances, and art found wanting. 


PERES Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians 


Though Belshazzar initially trembled at the hand writing on the wall, 
once the meaning of the message was explained to him by Daniel, he 
did something unusual. He honored Daniel for speaking the truth. 
“Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, 
and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation 
concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 30 
In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain” (Daniel 
5:29-31). Why was Belshazzar killed that night? Because it is the Lord 
who determines the day of our death. 


On October 12, 539 BC, Belshazzar died when Babylon fell to the 
Persian general Gobryas, “And Darius the Median took the kingdom” 
(Daniel 5:31). Darius the Mede did not take the kingdom immediately. 
That would happen in 522 BC when he was 32 years of age, and yet, 
from a divine perspective, it was done, for history is ultimately God’s 
narrative. What the Lord decrees shall come to pass. What God wills 
to happen, will indeed happen. The Lord’s hand is stretched out, and 
who shall turn it back? (Isaiah 14:27). 


Nebuchadnezzar and his grandson Belshazzar were proud men. Both 
were commanded to repent. Both failed to humble themselves before 
God. Both came under judgment at the hand of the Lord God 
Almighty. And, in the case of Belshazzar, the false god of Babylon 
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could not “belshazzar” (lit. “Bel, protect the king”), and that too is an 
important lesson to remember. 


Daniel in the Lion’s Den: Daniel 6:1-28 


The Darius of Daniel 6 is known to history as Darius the Great. He 
was born in 550 BC and died in October 486 BC at about the age of 
64. Among his many major accomplishments was the wise way he 
organized the Medo-Persian empire by dividing it into provinces, and 
placing satraps to govern it. A satrap served as viceroy to the king, 
but with considerable autonomy. The word came to speak of a tyrant, 
and ostentatious splendor. 


Among the most capable of the rulers under Darius, was Daniel, which 
provoked envy and jealousy among rival political figures. In an unholy 
meeting, the enemies of Daniel thought they had found a way to either 
discredit him, or better yet, put him to death (6:7-18). Though he was 
thrown into a lion’s den for his faithfulness to God, Daniel was not 
harmed, and the king was glad (6:23-27). Daniel went on to be 
promoted, and to prosper in the reign of Darius, and then, in the reign 
of Cyrus the Persian, who came to power in 546 BC (d. Dec. 4, 531 
BC). 


Daniel’s First Vision: Daniel 7:1-2 


Because the narrative of Daniel is not consistently chronological, it 
must be remembered that Belshazzar was the grandson of King 
Nebuchadnezzar. It was during the reign of Belshazzar that Daniel too 
had a dream, which he wrote down when he awoke, and told others 
what he had seen (7:1). Perhaps those he told were his old friends, 
Shadrack, Meshack, and Abed-nego. 


Daniel’s First Vision 


First Beast A lion with the plucked wings of an eagle, Daniel 7:3- 
4 Babylon 
the feet of a man, and a man’s heart. 


Second Beast A bear, raised on one side, with three ribs 
Daniel 7:5 Medes- 
Persians 
between its teeth was commanded to arise 
and devour flesh. 


Third Beast A leopard, with four wings, and four heads. 
Daniel 7:6 Greece 
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Dominion was given to it. 


Fourth Beast A strong dreadful beast with iron teeth with 
Daniel 7:7-8 Romans 
ten horns. Out of the horns came another, a 
Little Horn who destroyed three of the original 
ten horns. In the Little Horn their eyes like 
the eyes of man, and an eloquent mouth. 


The Ancient of Days: Daniel 7:9-14 


As Daniel witnessed his own vision of the rise and fall of four great 
empires, they all were cast down to exalt the Ancient of Days whose 
garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool: 
his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. 
This Ancient of Days is none other than the glorified Lord Jesus Christ. 


Centuries later, the apostle John would write about this Ancient of 
Days in reference to Jesus. 

“T was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and heard behind me a great 
voice, as of a trumpet...12 And I turned to see the voice that spake 
with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 13 And 
in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, 
clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with 
a golden girdle. 14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as 
white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 And his feet 
like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as 
the sound of many waters. 16 And he had in his right hand seven 
stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his 
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 17 And when I 
saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, 
saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18 I am he that 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and 
have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev. 1:10, 12-18). 


Church of the Living Lord, do not miss the meaning of Daniel’s vision, 
or the Revelation of St. John. The resurrected Christ is the exalted 
ascended Ancient of Days, before whom al/ the kingdoms of this world 
are under His feet, as He sits by the right hand of God (Acts 2:33). 
While Jesus is Lord of all, He does not rule in an expected manner, for 
there is pain and suffering which He allows for His own good 
purposes. Even those who believe in a future Millennial reign of 
Christ on earth from Jerusalem concede there will be sorrow, death, 
and rebellion (Rev. 20:7-8). 
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Nevertheless, evil shall not always be present, for history is moving 
towards a great conclusion. One day there will be a new heaven and a 
new earth wherein dwells righteousness. Until then, God’s people are 
to be patient and never lose hope, or faith, that, our God reigns now, 
in this moment in time, and forevermore. Of His kingdom there shall 
be no end (Luke 1:33). 


“How lovely on the mountains 

Are the feet of him 

Who brings good news, good news 
Announcing peace, proclaiming 
News of happiness. 

Our God reigns; our God reigns! 


Our God reigns! 
Our God reigns! 
Our God reigns! 
Our God reigns! 


He had no stately form; 

He had no majesty, 

That we should be 

drawn to Him. 

He was despised, 

and we took no account of Him, 
Yet now He reigns 

With the Most High. 


Our God reigns! 
Our God reigns! 
Our God reigns! 
Our God reigns! 


Out of the tomb He came 

With grace and majesty; 

He is alive, He is alive. 

God loves us so see here His hands, 
His feet, His side. 

Yes, we know 

He is alive.” 


~Leonard E. Smith 

Of particular interest to those who read John’s Revelation, is that the 
Terrible Beast which Daniel saw in his vision was a conquered Beast. 
It would not be long before this fact was realized, for what John saw 
was to shortly, or certainly, come to pass. 
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A Divine Interpretation: Daniel 7:15 - 28 


Ironically, though Daniel could recall and interpret the dreams of 
others, he needed someone to explain his own dream-vision to him. 
While Daniel understood the angelic explanation, his heart was still 
troubled as he meditated in his heart on the future. 


Daniel’s Second Vision: Daniel 8:1- 


Around the year 550 BC, while in a royal palace at Shushan, in the 
province of Elam, Daniel had a second vision concerning the future of 
two empires, the Medo-Persian Empire, and Greek Empire. 


Observe 


“The predominant distinction between goats and rams lies in the 
thickness of the coat, and the shape of horns. While sheep are covered 
in woolly fur, goats have a relatively thinner coat. Rams have iconic 
long, curved horns, and split hooves, whereas goats have slender and 
straight horns” (Animal Hype, on the web) 


Daniel’s Second Vision 


A Ram with two unequal horns Daniel 8:3-4 
Medo-Persia 
A He-Goat with a notable horn between its eyes Daniel 8:5-12 
Greece 


Out of one of the horns of the “goat”, representing Greece, comes a 
Little Horn, which became great in power and full of pride. Daniel saw 
this Little Horn would attack the Holy City, and take away the daily 
sacrifices for 2, 300 days (Daniel 8:8-14). However, he too would be 
destroyed by God, who would exalt His elect people. 


An Angel Named Gabriel: Daniel 8:15-18 

Once the vision was over, Daniel sought for understanding. Suddenly, 
there stood before him a personage in the appearance of a man. Then 
a voice came from between the banks of the River Ulai saying, 
“Gabriel, make Daniel to understand the vision.” 


An Angelic Explanation: Daniel 8:19-26 


What Gabriel explained to Daniel, is that the ram with two horns is 
the king of Media and Persia. The He goat, or rough goat” is the king 
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of Grecia (Greece). The great horn between the eyes of the He goat, is 
the first king of that particular dynasty, who would do many terrible 
deeds against the holy people. The 2, 300 days (8:14) refers to “the 
evening and the morning” (8:26), or 6 years, 6 months, and 18 days 
(Daniel 8:19-25). 


The 2,300 Days in 
Daniel 8:14 


e Are the 2, 300 days literal days? 

e Are the 2, 300 days reprehensive days of years of human history? 

e Are the 2, 300 days to be reduced to 1, 150 twenty-four-hour days 
based on Daniel 8:26? 


Observe 


There is no agreement among Bible scholars on the best way to 
understand the 2,300 days mentioned by Daniel the prophet. 


The Baptist lay minister William Miller (Feb. 15, 1782 - Dec. 20, 1849) 
insisted that the year for day motif was the correct understanding of 
the 2,300 days, and convinced many people of his day that the 2, 300 
days would end sometime between March 21, 1843 and March 21, 
1844. “My principles in brief, are, that Jesus Christ will come again to 
this earth, cleanse, purify, and take possession of the same, with all 
the saints, sometime between March 21, 1843, and March 21, 1844.” 


Dispensational guru C. I Scofield, in his Bible commentary on Daniel 8 
states, “This prediction was fulfilled during the bitter persecution 
under Antiochus Epiphanies IV and in the cleansing of the sanctuary 
in Jerusalem.” Daniel is referring to a time-period that reaches from 
168 BC to 162 BC, historically known as the Maccabean revolt under 
Judas Maccabees.” 


The problem with Scofield’s understanding is that, “according to 1 
Maccabees 4:52-54, the rebuilt temple was purified, reconsecrated, 
and services resumed three years later on December 14, 164 BC II 
Maccabees 10:1-8 also confirms that temple services resumed at this 
time. In other words, the length of time between the purification of 
the rebuilt temple by Judas Maccabee, and the defilement by 
Antiochus is not even close to 2,300 days. This point alone should 
render Scofield’s view incorrect” (The 2300 Days of Daniel 8:14, Larry 
W. Wilson). 
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It is always best to be silent when the Scriptures are silent. 


Astonishment without Understanding: Daniel 8:27 


With the vision explained, but not fully understood, Daniel fainted, 
and was sick for several days. After recovering from his vision, the 
man of God went back to work, and did the king’s business, still 
wondering what the vision meant (Daniel 8:27). 


We Are Going Home: Daniel 9: 1-23 


If Daniel did not understand his own vision, even when explained by 
the angel Gabriel, he did understand what another prophet had 
written. In the year 538 BC, while reading the scroll of Jeremiah, God 
the Holy Spirit illuminated the understanding of Daniel, so that we 
realized, “We are going home!” It was a, “Eureka!” moment for the 
man of God. He recorded the moment saying, “In the first year of his 
reign, I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof 
the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would 
accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.” It is a 
wonderful moment when a person can read God’s Word, and say, “I 
understand!” 


O what a wonderful, wonderful 

day, day I will never forget; 

After I'd wandered in darkness 
away, Jesus my Savior I met. 

O what a tender, compassionate 
friend, He met the need of my heart; 
Shadows dispelling, with 

joy I am telling, He made 

all the darkness depart. 


Heaven came down and glory 
filled my soul, 

When at the cross the Savior 
made me whole; 

My sins were washed away and 
my night was turned to day, 
Heaven came down and glory 
filled my soul! 


Born of the Spirit with life from 


above into God's family divine, 
Justified fully thru Calvary's 

love, O what a standing is mine! 
And the transaction so quickly was 
made, when as a sinner I came, 
Took of the offer, of grace 

He did proffer, He saved 

me, O praise His dear name! 


Heaven came down and glory 
filled my soul, 

When at the cross the Savior 
made me whole; 


My sins were washed away and 
my night was turned to day, 
Heaven came down and glory filled my soul! 


Now I've a hope that will surely 
endure after the passing of time; 

I have a future in heaven for sure 
there in those mansions sublime. 

And it's because of that wonderful 
day, when at the cross I believed; 
Riches eternal and blessings supernal, 
from His precious hand I received. 


Heaven came down and glory 
filled my soul, 

When at the cross the Savior 
made me whole; 

My sins were washed away and 
my night was turned to day, 
Heaven came down and glory 
filled my soul! 


~John W. Peterson 
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While Daniel contemplated the idea that the desolation of Jerusalem 
would come to an end after seventy years, he determined in his heart 
to pray, confess personal and national sins, and seek the face of God 
for more understanding. Daniel wanted to be prepared to go home. He 
wanted the blessing of God. He wanted the face of the Lord to shine 


once more on the Holy City. 


307 


Observe 

When the angel Gabriel came to Daniel the second time, and informed 
him of more things to come, the year was 538 BC. Jerusalem had 
fallen to Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC. This meant there was still 
twenty-two more years of exile in Babylon before the evil ended, 
which, “under the whole heaven had not been done as had been done 
upon Jerusalem” (9:12). 


Twenty-two more years would be a very long time for people in 
captivity. Twenty-two more years would be a long time for the Holy 
Temple to remain desolate (Heb. shamem [sShaw-mame’; ruined]). 


The Greatest Prophesy Ever Given: Daniel 9:24-27 


In answer to his prayer, the angel Gabriel informed Daniel that the 
rebellion of Israel has continued, despite the Fall of Jerusalem forty- 
eight years earlier. Because of this, the exile of the people and the 
oppression or desolation of Israel will continue seven times longer 
than what Jeremiah had anticipated (9:24). In other words, God 
determined to punish His people for 490 additional years. Certain 
events would be accomplished within distinct periods. 


Three Distinct Periods 
Totaling 490 Years 


First Period Seven weeks A9 years 
Second Period Sixty-two weeks 434 years 
Third Period One week 7 years 


Daniel’s River Vision: Daniel 10:1-12:1-13 


Daniel was disturbed by what he had been told. For two years the 
information conveyed by the angel Gabriel wore heavily on his heart. 
Then, by the grace of God, more spiritual insight came to him in the 
third year of the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia (10:1). The year was 
536 BC. On the 24” day in the month of Nissan (March / April), as 
Daniel stood by the Hiddekel River, a vision was given to him of a man 
clothed in linen, and girded with gold. Those with Daniel did not see 
what he saw, but they knew something spectacular was happening, 
and they were afraid (10:7). 
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A Royal Battle: The King of the South vs. The King of the North 


In this final vision, Daniel was told once more about the Persian 
Empire, and then the Greek Empire of Alexander the Great, followed 
by various kings, with special attention given to the King of the North, 
who was destined to invade Jerusalem, set up an idol in the Holy 
Temple, and exalt himself against God, only to be destroyed. 


Observe 

Once more, trying to understand the final vision is challenging. There 
are Bible scholars who associate the King of the North with the 
behavior of the Syrian king, Antiochus in the 160s BC, for he killed 
many Jews in Jerusalem in his mad quest for power, and, like others, 
set up idols in the Temple in the Holy City. Other Bible scholars 
associate the King of the North with the Roman Empire, and their 
destruction of the Temple in AD 70. Still other students of the Bible 
anticipate a time in the future, when these events will be fulfilled. It 
may not really matter, for the message of Daniel gives hope to all of 
God’s people, in every generation, that OUR God reigns! 


THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
HOSEA 


Hosea, perhaps around 715 BC 


A Sermon Pictured on the Canvas of Life 


In the eighth century before Christ, Hosea (salvation) lived in the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel, which was also called, Ephraim, or Jacob. 
Part of his ministry took place during the latter part of the reign of 
Jeroboam II (c. 793 - 753 BC), and continued through the fall of the 
Northern Kingdom in c. 722 BC. 


The Northern Kingdom of Israel had been established by Jeroboam I, 
the first king of the ten northern tribes of Israel, following the death 
of Solomon (1 Kings 11:26-14:20). He ruled for 22 years. Solomon had 
sought to kill Jeroboam I, knowing he was a usurper. However, 
Jeroboam I fled to Egypt, where he was granted political safety by 
Shishak I, king of Egypt. Only after the death of Solomon did 
Jeroboam I return to complete his nefarious work of dividing Israel by 
leading a tax protest against Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, and 
rightful heir to the throne of Israel. 
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Foolishly, Rehoboam had listened to the advice of his inexperienced 
counselors on the matter of excessive taxation. The new king told the 
Hebrew people, “Whereas my father laid a heavy yoke on you, I will 
add to your yoke, my father chastised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scourges!" (1 Kings 12:11). The damage was done, 
and the nation of Israel divided. Jeroboam I proved to be a ruthless, 
and godless leader, for he established two places for false worship so 
that people would not try to go to Jerusalem (1 Kings 12:29). An 
alternative place of worship was established in Bethel, and in Dan. 
Then, Jeroboam I made two calves of gold, and said unto the ten tribes 
of the Northern Kingdom, “It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt” (1 Kings 12:28). It was a terrible deed which Jeroboam 
I performed. 


Jeroboam II, the son and successor of Jeroboam I, tried to reverse 
some of the political and spiritual damage done by his father. 
Jeroboam I was able to restore prosperity and some lost territory to 
the nation, reaching even into Syria, but he was not willing to stop the 
worship of false gods. As a result, Jeroboam II was condemned by the 
prophets. Jonah, Amos, and Hosea prophesied during his reign. Hosea 
lived long enough to proclaim the word of the Lord to a rebellious 
people whom God placed under the Fifth Cycle of Discipline (national 
disintegration as per 2 Kings 22:19; Lev. 26:34; Deut. 28:37, 45), in 
722 BC at the hand of the Assyrian Empire. 


For twenty-five years, Hosea told the people of Israel that God’s 
judgment was coming. However, few were listening. A whole 
generation lived in animated disbelief, in order to eat, drink, and be 
merry. Existentialism, and hedonism, is not a modern concept. The 
same moral rot that is destroying America, destroyed the ten tribes of 
Northern Israel many years ago. 


When the collective prophetic work of Hosea is reviewed, three main 
sections are seen. 


A Marriage Made in Heaven? Hosea 1 - 3 


In the First Section, the narrative tells the story of Hosea’s 
turbulent marriage to Gomer. The marriage is a surprising one, for 
the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and 
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children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great whoredom, 
departing from the Lord” (Hosea 1:2). 


For the New Testament Christian this is a very shocking 
commandment, for the Scriptures forbid being unequally yoked with 
an unrighteous person. “Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what’ fellowship hath righteousness’ with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?” (2 
Cor. 6:14). 


To knowingly marry an unrighteous person will predictably bring 
incredible pain and suffering to the marriage. Nevertheless, Hosea 
was told to marry Gomer to illustrate how God’s own wife, Israel, had 
committed great whoredom, “departing from the Lord” (Hosea 1:2). 


The Prophet and the Prostitute 


The union between Hosea and Gomer produced three children. There 
was a son Called Jezreel. There was a daughter named Lo-Ruhamah. 
There was a second son named Lo-Ammi. Each of the names had a 
symbolic meaning, reflecting God’s turbulent relationship with Israel. 


In the Valley of Death: Hosea 1:3-5 


The first child, Jezreel, was named after the Valley of Jezreel. 
Initially, Jezreel was known for its beauty and fertile richness. In time, 
it became a place of violence, bloodshed, and slaughter. In the Valley 
of Jezreel, king Ahab and his treacherous wife Jezebel had Naboth 
slaughtered (1 Kings 21:1-16). In the Valley of Jezreel, Jeru killed 
Joram, Ahaziah, and Jezebel (2 Kings 9:14-37). In the Valley of Jezreel, 
a place of beauty became disfigured, and saturated with sin, just like 
the Northern Nation of Israel. 


No Pity and No Mercy: Hosea 1:6-7 


The second child, Lo-Ruhamah (womb). The name Ruhamah (Hosea 
2:1), refers to the tender mercy of God, who protected Israel while it 
was being formed, but the negative prefix, “Lo”, reverses the meaning 
of the name, so that Lo-Ruhamah means, “No Mercy”, or “No Pity”. 


Lo-Ruhamah conveys the message that God has withdrawn His love, 
and compassion for Northern Israel. In essence, Hosea was to go into 
the various communities in Israel and say: “Hear, O Israel. The time 
will come when the LORD will have no mercy, and no pity on you. The 
time is fast approaching when you will be paid the wages of sin which 
you have earned, death.” There will be spiritual death. The people will 
be separated from their God. There will be societal death. The 


311 


Northern Nation will be conquered by the Assyrians. There will be 
personal death. Many will die prematurely through hunger, war, 
pestilence, and disease. In the process, God will have no pity on the 
people. 


Not My People: Hosea 1:8-9 


The third child, Lo-Ammi. The third child of Hosea and Gomer was 
given a name of hope and joy for “Ammi” means “my people” (Hosea 
2:1). However, the negative prefix makes the name Lo-ammi to mean, 
“not my people.” 


What a devastating name Lo-Ammi is. 


One day, during His earthly ministry, Jesus turned to a group of 
people and said, “You will not come to me, that you might have life” 
(john 5:4). 


Those who heard Jesus say that should have quivered and trembled, 
because Jesus said elsewhere that His sheep would hear His voice, 
and follow Him, because the Lord knows His own (John 10:27). 


Being the people of God once distinguished Israel from all the nations 
on earth (Lev. 26:12; 2 Sam. 7:14; Jer. 30:22; Ezek. 36:28). Now God 
was telling Israel, through His prophet Hosea, “You are NOT my 
people.” 


There is a Deep Love for the Ungodly: Hosea 3:1-5 


Lest the nation of Israel despair forever, Hosea has a message of 
hope, and restoration to fellowship, illustrated by the prophet going to 
his wife in her degradation, paying a redemption price, and restoring 
her to fellowship. Hosea was willing to do what God commanded, 
because deep in his heart he still loved Gomer, no matter what she 
did, just like God has an eternal love for His own. 


In His mercy and grace, the Lord rescued the Hebrew people out of 
slavery in the Land of Bondage, He brought them to Mt. Sinai, and 
gave them the Law. Then, the Lord led His people in the wilderness, 
where He faithfully fed and clothed them for forty years. Eventually, 
the Lord brought His people into the Land of Promise, flowing with 
milk and honey. The one main request of the Lord was that the people 
Covenant with Him to be faithful. But the people were not faithful. 
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Once in the Land of Promise, the Hebrew people took the blessings of 
heaven, and dedicated them to the Canaanite gods and goddesses. 
They broke their Covenant relationship. They proved themselves to be 
unfaithful. The Lord could have ended His Covenant relationship with 
Israel, but He chose a different course of action. God was determined 
to renew His Covenant with Israel for only one reason, His own 
mercy, compassion, and faithfulness. Such is the nature of the 
Sovereign’s grace and love. 


A Distinguishing Love 


There is a difference between the love of Hosea for Gomer, and God’s 
love for His own, that must not be missed. When Hosea paid fifteen 
pieces of silver, plus a homer of barley, and a half homer of barley, he 
was not being unduly extravagant, if compared with the redemptive 
price of a slave, which was 30 pieces of silver and some barley. The 
truth was, Gomer was not the beautiful woman she used to be. Sin 
had ravished her body, and diminished her value. 


In contrast, one day, for thirty pieces of silver, Jesus Christ died on a 
Cross to redeem and restore those for whom the Father has given to 
Him (John 6:37). Hosea is a type of Christ, but only Christ could pay 
the full asking price of salvation. 


The Fifth Cycle of Discipline: Hosea 3:4-5 


While committed to His Covenant relationship with Israel, though 
willing to redeem and restore His chosen people, the Lord will not 
withhold judgment, “For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even 
as a father the son in whom he delighteth” (Prov. 3:12). The Lord’s 
severe discipline of Israel is designed to lead them to repentance. 
When that happens, the Lord will restore the people to the land, and 
give them a Messiah-King. 


An Expansion of God’s Controversy with Israel: Hosea 4-11 


In the Second Section of Hosea, the causes and effect of Israel’s 
unfaithfulness is developed. Three main causes for Israel’s 
unfaithfulness are identified. First, there is no truth among the 
people. Second, there is no mercy manifested. Third, there is no 
knowledge of God in the land. 


The reason why there is no truth, mercy, or knowledge of God in the 
land, is because, like a rebellious son, Israel has stopped following the 
Lord. Individuals no longer walk in the paths of righteousness. So 


313 


many people do not even recognize the love of their Father-God 
(Hosea 11:3, 4). 


Because of this, the Lord is emotionally conflicted. His justice 
demands the people be disciplined, but how can God give up the 
people of the Covenant (Hosea 11:8)? 


Application for Americans 


By way of application, modern America should reflect on these three 
divine accusations, for they are valid. 


There is No Truth. As a nation, Americans struggle with the truth. 
Same sex relationships are called a marriage. That is not the truth. 
The termination of the life of an unborn baby is called pro-choice. 
That is not the truth. It is stated that America is intrinsically a racist 
nation. That is not true. 


There is no Mercy. In addition to killing babies, the body parts and 
tissues of the slaughtered innocent are used for medical research. 
This can only be done because there is no milk of human kindness in 
the hearts of many. Each week, the crime rate increases as people cry 
out in pain, only to be photographed for a selfie, instead of helped. 
Rape, murder, mayhem, and destruction takes place in a society, 
because there is no mercy for the individual. 


There is no Knowledge of God. A secular religion by the name of 
Humanism has replaced the God of Revelation. In 1851 George 
Holyoake coined the term “secularism” to describe “a form of opinion 
which concerns itself only with questions, the issues of which can be 
tested by the experiences of this life” (Secularism 101: Defining 
Secularism: Origins with George Jacob Holyoake”. 
Atheism.about.com. 2 September 2011. Retrieved 13 November2011). 
In 1943, the Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple, warned the 
world that the “Christian tradition...was in danger of being 
undermined by a ‘Secular Humanism’ which hoped to retain Christian 
values without Christian faith” (“Free Church ministers in Anglican 
pulpits. Dr Temple’s call: the South India Scheme.” The Guardian, 26 
May 1943, p. 6 Guardian and Observer Digital Archive). 


The Pillars of Secular Humanism 


According to their own Humanist Manifestos, this secular religion is 
built on the supremacy and autonomy of man, evolution, atheism, and 
a one world government. 


The Divine Controversy: Hosea 12 - 14 
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In the Third Section, Hosea reviews the history of Israel, to show 
how the whole nation has repeatedly been unfaithful to the Lord. 
Ephraim, the Northern Kingdom, “daily increaseth lies and desolation; 
and they do make a Covenant with the Assyrians.” “The Lord hath also 
a controversy with Judah”, the Southern Kingdom of Israel (Hosea 
EDT <2); 


God Remembers Jacob: Hosea 12:3a - 13:3 


The Lord has not forgotten the deceitful treachery of Jacob, recorded 
in Genesis 27 - 28. 


God Remembers: Hosea 13:4 - 10 


The Lord remembers the rebellion of the Exodus Generation during 
their wilderness journey, recorded in Numbers 12 - 20. 


God Remembers King Saul: Hosea 13:11- 


Saul is set forth as an illustration of a corrupt national leader, leading 
God’s people into sin (1 Samuel). 


The Heart of God 


Despite the multitude of serious accusations God has against Israel, a 
divine pathos of pleading passion prevails through the prophet Hosea. 
God’s holy anger is tempered by His eternal love. Justice must be 
executed by the Lord, as mercy finds a way to redeem the ungodly. 
The hopelessness of God being no more the God of Israel, and that 
without pity, will not last forever. Israel can yet have hope in God’s 
amazing grace. 


Some of the most beautiful thoughts about God’s love, mercy, and 
grace, are uttered by the prophet Hosea. 


Hope is Found based on the Example of Jacob 


God redeemed Jacob so that “by strength he had power with God: 4 
Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made 
supplication unto him: he found him in Beth-el, and there he spake 
with us; 5 Even the Lord God of hosts; the Lord is his memorial” 
(Hosea 12:3-5). 


The Main Message 


Because the sins of Jacob were forgiven upon his repentance, Israel 
too can be forgiven, provided individuals return to their God, and 
“keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God continually” (Hosea 
12:6). 
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Hope is Found based on the Example of the Exodus Generation 


“T did know thee in the wilderness, in the land of great drought,” says 
the Lord (Hosea 13:5). 


The Main Message 


Though the Exodus Generation destroyed itself, in God there is help. 
“O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help” (Hosea 
13:9). 


How Not to Die 


Hosea tells Israel that if she does not want to die, and be swept into 
the dustbin of human history, the people must pray to the Lord in a 
precise manner. Those who have forgotten how to pray, are given by 
God the exact words the Lord wants to hear. 


Humbly say unto Adonai, “Take away all iniquity, and receive us 
graciously” (Hosea 14:2). 


Restated, the people are to say to God, “Forgive all guilt, and accept 
what is good; we will pay, instead of bulls, [the offerings of] our lips” 
(Complete Jewish Bible) 


If, and when, Israel does this, God has a wonderful promise for the 
nation. “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem 
them from death” (Hosea 13:14). Israel will be like a flourishing 
healthy tree with deep roots, and strong branches, so that many can 
enjoy the shade of God’s amazing grace (Hosea 14:4-8). 


A Concluding Thought 


The last verse of Hosea may be the thoughts of the Chronicler, who 
gathered the messages of Hosea. A rhetorical question is asked, with 
a final observation: “the ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall 
walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein” (Hosea 14:9). 


Come Back to the Lord 


Would you like to be forgiven of your sins, have a clean heart, and the 
hope of heaven? Would you like to be restored to fellowship with God? 
Then pray. If you do not know how to pray, then say the words 
provided by Adonai, “Take away all mine iniquity, and receive me 
graciously.” 


When you pray this sinner’s prayer in sincerity, you can be assured 
that God will receive you once more into His fellowship. Adonai will 
then make all things work together for your good, including any form 
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of divine discipline that is administered. Come back to the Lord. Do 
not delay to pray. 


THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
JOEL 


Joel, perhaps either ninth or fifth century BC. 


First Major Division 
Joel 1:1-2:17 


The Day of the Lord 


The Book of Joel contains 71 verses in three chapters, the first of 
which tells the tale of terrible suffering in Judah. Farmers have no 
crops to harvest. The animals roam about groaning and dying for lack 
of food. Drunkards’ plea for just a taste of wine. The altars are empty 
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for the priests cannot find a sacrifice to be offered. The vegetation had 
been stripped by the locust. Study Exodus 10:14 - 15 


Four Stages of 
Progressive Judgment 


Palmerworm 
Locust 
Cankerworm 
Caterpillar 


The sun burns bright. Water is scarce. All of creation is suffering, 
because of the sinfulness of the people of Palestine “for the Day of the 
Lord” had come (Joel 2:1). 


The Day of the Lord refers to those special moments in human history 
when God confronts evil in a dramatic way. It is a period of terrible 
and fearful judgment, reflected in the plagues in the book of Exodus, 
and the drought in the time of Joel. 


Only the grace and mercy of God could change the situation. Of 
particular concern to Joel, and the people of Judah, was the weather. 
The Creator could alleviate the human misery and suffering. The 
prophet believed this, and encouraged the people to believe it as well. 
But, for there to be a change in nature, there had to be a change in 
people’s hearts. Individuals had to repent, and pray. The priests were 
to lead the way by fasting and praying. Then, the people were to 
humble themselves before God in like manner. 


Second Major Division 
Joel 2:18 - 3:21 


In mercy and grace, the Lord promised to show pity, and would 
remove the plague (2:18-27). A spiritual truth is learned. There are 
instances where a change in the heart of people can change the 
weather. 


In the present debate about Climate Change in the 21" century, the 
spiritual dimension must not be forgotten. The God of creation, is the 
God who sustains His creation, and works all things according to His 
sovereign will. 


When people turn to God in spirit and in truth, when people worship 
the Lord in an appropriate manner, then God’s Spirit comes to move 
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among them. The Spirit of the Lord brings healing and blessing, 
spiritually and physically. 


When people turn to God, the Lord tells individuals how to repent. 
“Rend your heart,” says the Lord (Joel 2:13a). It is possible to express 
a form of repentance that needs to be repented of, for it is not from 
the heart. Gospel repentance means to feel sorrow for sin, and then it 
means to turn from it. 


There is a good reason for people to study the subject of Biblical 
repentance. The Lord tells why people should repent. God’s people 
should repent because He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil” Joel 2:13b). When 
Joel remembered how God forgave the Exodus Generation of their sin, 
his heart was encouraged to remind people of God’s infinite mercy, 
and great kindness (Ex. 34:6). 


When the Joel Generation repented, the Bible says that He had “pity 
for His people” (Joel 2:18). Covenant blessings were restored (Joel 
2:19). The land was healed (Joel 2:20-26). The Enemies of Israel, in 
nature, and in the foreign nations, were to be dispersed (Joel 2:20). 

All of this was done so the people could stop being afraid. “Fear not, O 
land; be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will do great things” (Joel 2:21). 
God does not want His people to live in fear. ““For God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 
Tim. 1:17). 


When people are not afraid, the presence of the Lord is precious. Joel 
promised the Divine presence among God’s people. “And ye shall 
know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, 
and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed” (Joel 2:27). 


There is more. The presence of the Lord would become expansive, for 
after God visited His people, He would pour out His spirit upon all 
flesh Joel 2:28). 


Joel looked backward, and remembered God’s promise to Abraham 
that His seed would be a blessing to all the nations on earth (Gen. 
12:1-3 cf. Gal. 3:16) 


Then, Joel looked forward in anticipation of the Day of Pentecost, in 
which the Spirit was poured out afresh (Acts 2:1-11). 
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The Future Day of the Lord 


With a far-reaching view to the future, the plague of locust anticipates 
a still greater Day of the Lord, meaning the Lord was going to 
discipline Phoenicia and Philistia (Joel 3:4) as He had judged Israel. 
The nations will be judged by God in the Valley of Jehoshaphat (“The 
Lord judges), (Joel 3:2, 12). 


Observe 


The Valley of Jehoshaphat is the name given to the valley between 
Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives. The Kidron flows through it. Here, 
Jehoshaphat defeated the confederated enemies of Israel (Psalms 
83:6-8). It was a place of violence and conflict (Joel 3:4, 19). 


Joel provided Judah with hope for the future. The nation would once 
more enjoy unparalleled prosperity, and her traditional enemies, 
Edom and Amon, were to be severely punished (Joel 3:18-19). That is 
what Joel foresaw. 


The lesson of Biblical history must not be missed. The Lord God 
Almighty shall always triumph over His enemies, so that the world 
might know, “I am the Lord Your God” (Joel 3:17 cf. 2:27). 


To hasten the triumph of the Lord over His enemies, and the enemies 
of His people, Jet the prophets pray. Joel did. “O Lord, to thee will I 
cry: for the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and the 
flame hath burned all the trees of the field” (Joel 1:19). 


To hasten the triumph of the Lord over His enemies, and the enemies 
of His people, Jet the spiritual leaders fast and pray. The priests did. 
They girded themselves, and lamented; the priest howled. They laid 
all night in sackcloth (Joel 1:13). 


To hasten the triumph of the Lord over His enemies, and the enemies 
of His people, Jet the people gather into the house of the Lord, and cry 
unto God (Joel 1:14). 


To hasten the triumph of the Lord over His enemies, and the enemies 
of His people, Jet the brute beast plead their case. “How do the beast 
groan!” (Joel 1:18). The beasts “pray,” as it were, with groanings that 
cannot be uttered. 
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If the Church would like to experience the tender mercies and grace 
of God, let there be gospel repentance. 


If the Church would like to see the nation in which it dwells be healed, 
let there be gospel repentance. 


If the Church would like to see the climate changed, so that nature 
blesses, and does not destroy, let there be gospel repentance. 


If the Church would like to see her many enemies defeated, and 
dispersed, let there be gospel repentance. 


If the Church would like to see the Holy Spirit of God be poured out 
afresh, let there be gospel repentance. 


If the Church would like to see a New Heaven and a New Earth, and a 
cosmic renewal, let there be gospel repentance. “And it shall come to 
pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and 
the hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with 
waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the house of the Lord, and 
shall water the Valley of Shittim” (Jfoel 3:18). 


Observe 


The Valley of Shittim, in Scripture, is better translated “the Meadow 
of the Acacias” (Num. 33:49 cf. Numbers 25:1; Joshua 2:1; 3:1; Micah 
6:5; Joel 3:18; 4:18). It was in this vicinity, near the Jordan valley, 
North of the Dead Sea, East of the River, that Israel encamped. Here, 
the incident with Balaam occurred (Num. 22-24), along with the story 
of the Midian (Num. 25; 31). It was from Acacias that Joshua sent out 
the spies, and then moved down the river for their crossing into the 
Land of Promise. Most importantly, Abel, of the Acacias, was the place 
from which the Deuteronomic Law was given (Josephus). 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
AMOS 
Amos, perhaps around 750 BC 


A Man with a Message 


Amos was a shepherd, and fig tree famer, who lived in the 8" century 
before Christ. “Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no 
prophet, neither was I a prophet's son; but I was a herdsman, and a 
gatherer of sycamore fruit” (Amos 7:14). He ministered for about two 
years, sometime between 767 - 753 BC. 


Amos resided near the border, in southern Israel in Tekoa. The 
Kingdom of Judah was ruled by Uzziah (Azariah) of Judah (791 - 740 
BC). The northern Kingdom of Israel was ruled by Jeroboam II (793 - 
753 BC), who is described in scripture as being wicked. As the king of 
Northern Israel, Jeroboam II did increase the borders of the nation. 
New wealth was brought into the coffers through conquest, which 
allowed for idolatry, and injustice to emerge. When people are 
prosperous and idle, the wickedness of the heart is more easily 
expressed. 


Grieved by what he was witnessing, Amos left his home in Tekoa, to 
travel north to Bethel where long ago a sanctuary had been erected to 
a golden calf by Jeroboam I, c. 926 - 909 BC, (1 Kings 12:29). Amos 
had a message for all mankind. Amos was a man with a message. 


Amos had a message for the nations near Israel. Chapters 1 and 2. 
Amos had a message for the people of Israel, and her leaders. 
Chapters 3 through 6. 
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Amos had a message of God’s coming judgment on Israel. Chapter 7- 
9. 


In his message to the nations in chapters one and two, Amos accuses 
the people of Tyre, Damascus, Ammon, Moab, Edom, Gaza, and Judah 
of various transgressions. In this circle of nations, Israel lies in the 
center. His denunciation of Israel is severe. Amos accuses the 
Northern Kingdom of ignoring the poor, despite having great wealth. 
Moreover, grave injustice is allowed to exist in the _ courts. 
Specifically, the poor are allowed to be sold into debt slavery without 
legal representation. Amos reminds the Hebrews of their own 
enslavement in Egypt, and God’s deliverance. How then could they 
allow social injustice to flourish? 


In his message to Israel, and the leaders of the nation, in chapters 
three through six, Amos reminds Israel of their divine selection from 
all the nations on the earth (Genesis 12). The family of Abraham was 
designed to become a blessing of God to all the nations on earth. 
Because Israel failed to bring others to the Lord, God will punish the 
nation for their sins. With a great calling, comes great responsibility. 
In like manner, great sinning brings grave consequences. The poems 
of Amos set forth these great themes. 

Amos speaks against hypocrisy, and the great wealth of its leaders. 
The hypocrisy of the people is manifested in their nice offerings, while 
neglecting the poor. This is a form of worship God hates. An authentic 
relationship with God will be revealed in a gracious and just 
relationship with others. In order for there to be true worship, justice 
must flow like a river, and righteousness like an unfailing stream. 


In Hebrew, righteousness (tsedaqah [tsed-aw-kaw’]) refers to a set of 
right and equitable relationship. People are to be treated alike, 
regardless of race, creed, color, or social standing. Justice (Heb. 
mishap [mish-pawt]) refers to specific actions that are taken to 
correct a moral injustice, thereby creating righteousness. 


Turing his attention to Israel’s idolatry, Amos denounces the false 
gods of sex (Anat), and Asherah, the “wife” of Baal who controlled the 
weather, Amos told the people to worship the one true God. “Seek 
me,” says the Lord, “and you shall live” (Amos 5:4). Moloch, who was 
worshipped by burning children, and the star Chiun (Saturn), are not 
real, said Amos. “They are not worthy of worship. True worship is not 
bowing before statues and worshipping gods of the imagination, but 
in doing good to others, and by living a righteous life. 
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In the closing chapters, Amos declares that since the people have 
rejected Him, there will be a Day of Judgment. People would be 
dispersed beyond Damascus. “Therefore, will I cause you to go into 
captivity beyond Damascus, saith the Lord, whose name is The God of 
hosts” (Amos 5:27). 


Amos is given a series of visions of Israel’s destruction. 


There will be a swarm of locust. 

There will be a scorching fire. 

There will be death and decay like overripe fruit. 

There will be destruction of the sanctuary, and idols of Bethel. 


The prophetic words of Amos came true. In 722 BC the Assyrians 
conquered the Norther Kingdom of Israel. In 586 BC, the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah fell to the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar. 


But there is a glimmer of hope. Where sin abounds, grace does much 
more abound. 


“In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, 
and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and 
I will build it as in the days of old: 12 That they may possess the 
remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my 
name, saith the Lord that doeth this. 13 Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the 
treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall 
drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. 14 And I will bring 
again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the 
waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and 
drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the 
fruit of them. 15 And I will plant them upon their land, and they 
shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given 
them, saith the Lord thy God” (Amos 9:11-15). 
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God promised that He would restore the House of David. He would 
bring the Messianic King. He would rebuild the family of God’s 
people, that would include people from all the nations. They are 
referred to as “all the heathen” in Amos 9:12. 


The inclusion of the heathen in the Old Testament, as part of God’s 
family, and His kingdom, is important to realize, because one of the 
great pillars of classical Dispensational theology is that the Church is 
an exclusive New Testament mystery, consisting of Jews and Gentiles. 
This mystery, people are taught, was never known by the Old 
Testament saints. 


The reality, is that prior to the Jews, the Gentiles have always been 
part of the ecclesia, the called-out people of God, beginning with 
Adam in the Garden of Eden, to Abraham in the Land of Ur, to those 
converted at Pentecost, to the present hour and beyond. 


Not only does Amos dispel the mistaken teaching’ of 
Dispensationalism, but emphasis the sovereignty of God in His display 
of Justice and Mercy. 


By judging the nations, including Israel, the justice of God is upheld. 
By promising hope, the mercy of God is made manifest. 


You and I deserve justice, but we shall receive mercy, in as far as we 
believe in Christ, for our Lord and Savior satisfied the justice of God 
at a place called Calvary. Because God has shown mercy, the 
Christian must worship the Lord in spirit and truth by extending 
mercy and grace to others, and never engaging in acts of injustice, 
but always living righteously. 


THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
OBADIAH 


Obadiah, perhaps around 590 BC 
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Divine Retribution and Mercy 
On the Enemies of God 
A Servant of Jehovah 


Obadiah was a prophet of God, and a contemporary of Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and Daniel. His mission was to announce the destruction of 
Edom. “For the day of the Lord is near upon all the heathen: as thou 
hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon 
thine own head” (Obadiah 1:15). 


The name Obadiah means “servant or worshipper of Jehovah." It was a 
very common name in the ancient world. It was the name of the 
following individuals. 


e A godly governor of King Ahab 1 Kings 18:3 

e A prince of Judah under Jehoshaphat 2 Chronicles 
V7e7 

e A brave Gadite warrior under David 1 Chronicles 12:9 

e A Benjamite 1 Chronicles 8:38 

e Aman from the tribe of Issachar 1 Chronicles 7:3 

e Aman from the tribe of Zebulun 1 Chronicles 27:19 

e Several Levities 1 Chronicles 9:16; 
Chronicles 34:12 
e Different men after the captivity 1 Chronicles 3:21; 


Ezra 8:9; Nehemiah 10:6 


The writing of Obadiah concerns a single prophecy against Edom, c. 
845 BC, because of their treatment of the people of God. The 
prophecy begins with a pronouncement of God's determination to 
destroy the Edomites, who were relying upon the safety of their 
rocky mountains for national security (Obadiah 1:1-9). 


A further cause of the impending Divine judgment was the way the 
Edomites had united with the enemies of Judah to plunder 
Jerusalem (Obadiah 1:10-24). Not only Edom, but also her allied 
nations will know Divine wrath in the Day of the Lord (Obadiah 
1:15, 16). 


However, in the midst of all the carnage, some will be delivered 
upon Mt. Zion and the mountain will be holy. In the Day of the Lord, 
there would be a reversal of fortune. The house of Jacob was to take 
possession of the settlement of the Gentiles and destroy the 
Edomites, who had become the enemies of God's people, while 
expanding its own territory on all sides (Obadiah 1:17-19). 
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The position of the nation of Judah which has been scattered in 
heathen lands, will return to their enlarged homeland (Obadiah 
1:20). Upon Mt. Zion will saviors arise to judge Edom; then the 
kingdoms of this world will be the kingdom of the Lords (Obadiah 
1:21). In the judgment upon Edom there is to be found the principle 
that all nations hostile to God and/or to God's people (i.e., the 
church) will be overthrown. Three great themes emerge. 


The Church will be vindicated. 
The Gentiles will be judged. 
The glory of God will be realized. 


The timing of Obadiah is uncertain. The oracle has been attributed to 
the days of the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 
However, it should not be limited to this period for Jerusalem was 
taken and plundered by its enemies several times before its final fall 
in 586 BC. 


Jerusalem was plundered by Shishak, king of Egypt in the fifth year of 
Rehoboam, who reigned from c. 931 - 913 BC (1 Kings 14:25,26; 2 
Chron. 12:2). 


Jerusalem was plundered by the Philistines and Arabians in the time 
of Jehoram, who reigned 852 - 841 BC (2 Chron. 21:16, 17). 


Jerusalem was plundered by the Israelite king Joash in the reign of 
Amaziah 796 to 767 BC (2 Kings 14:13, 14; 2 Chron. 25:23, 24). 


Jerusalem was plundered by the Chaldeans (Babylonians), again, in 
the reign of Jehoiachin (2 Kings 24:10ff; 2 Chron. 36:10). c. 597 BC 


The great Hebrew commentators of the Old Testament, Keil- 
Delitzsch, conclude that the best time period for the prophet 
Obadiah is when the Edomites, in the reign of King Jehoram (848- 
841 BC), threw off the Judean yoke of bondage (cf. 2 Kings 8:20-22; 
2 Chron. 21:8-10), and then planned a great massacre upon the 
citizens of Judah, who were in their land at the time (cf. Joel 3:19 
with Amos 1:11). Edom would have had natural allies in their bloody 
work, because the nation of Libnah also broke away from Judah at 
this time while the Philistines and Arabians penetrated victoriously 
into Judah (2 Kings 8:22; 2 Chron. 21:10). 


According to 2 Chronicles 2:17, the combined forces of the 
Philistines, and Arabians, burst into the land, forced their way into 
Jerusalem, plundered the royal palaces, and carried away the 
children and wives of the king, so that only the youngest son, 
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Jehoahaz or Ahaziah, was left behind. In this raid, gold, silver, and 
jewels were taken from the Holy Temple (Joel 3:5). The vilest trade 
was made with the men and women of Judah, who were sold as 
slaves, and prostitutes (Joel 3:3, 6). The Phoenicians, and the 
Edomites acted as the middlemen in this merchandising of flesh (cf. 
Amos 1:6-9 with Obadiah 1:10-14). 


In all of this, the Edomites were not the enemies who conquered 
Jerusalem and plundered its treasures, but simply accomplices, or 
partners in crime, who took advantage of the situation to profit. 


Judgment for Edom 
The prophecy of Obadiah is naturally divided into three sections. 


The Ruin of Edom Obadiah 1:1-9 
The Cause of the Ruin of the Edomites Obadiah 1:10-1 
The Kingdom of the Lord Established Obadiah 1:17-21 


In Obadiah 1:1, the word of the LORD came to Obadiah announcing 
that Israel, in general, and Obadiah, in particular, had heard a report 
from the Lord concerning Edom. The report was simple and alarming. 
God had sent His ambassador to the nations of the earth to tell them 
that they should gather to wage war against Edom. Such a message 
would encourage the heart of Israel while causing concern for Edom. 
It was intended to. 


The Lord threatens Edom with war, because God is determined to 
reduce, and to humble that proud nation which regarded itself as 
invincible, due to its high and well-fortified position (Obadiah 1:2-3). 
There is more than a mere threat in the prophetic words. 


There is Divine revelation. This will happen. God will humble Edom, 
and the nation will be unable to avoid this fate, despite her proud 
thoughts and self-conceit. 


From this, it is noted, that nations do not have to be big and powerful, 
to have inordinate pride. God deals with the small as well as the great. 
Edom was a small nation, but full of pride, because of her strategic 
geographical position. 


The Edomites inhabited the mountains of Seir, which are on the 
eastern side of the Arabah. This long range of mountains is made of 
mighty rocks of granite. The area is not easily inhabited, or passed 
through. Many natural and artificial caves can be found and used. 
Despite the difficulty of conquering those who inhabited these rocky 


328 


cliffs, it would be done by the will of God. Obadiah presents two cases 
of plundering, to illustrate just how completely the enemies of Edom 
will destroy her. 


The first illustration is that of thieves by night (Obadiah 1:5a). 
Thieves will come to steal what they can, and then leave. However, 
when God moves the enemies of Edom against her, they shall be 
worse than thieves. They shall not cease to plunder until only garbage 
is left. 


The second illustration of ultimate destruction is drawn from those 
who gather grapes. The gatherers select what they can, and then 
leave. However, with Edom, those who come to gather her 
possessions, those who come to plunder her homes, will go beyond 
normal military boundaries. Valuable items that have been hidden will 
be brought out into the open. 


More specific reasons for the judgment of Edom are enlarged upon in 
Obadiah 1:10-16. In addition to pride and self-conceit, the Edomites 
had hurt their "brother", in that they had helped to damage the 
kingdom of Judah. It was not a stranger that the Edomites took up 
their swords against, but their own blood brother, their nearest 
relation. It was the Covenanted people that the Edomites had hurt. 
Whatever faults the nation might have had, the Jews, as the church of 
the Old Testament, were still chosen by God. The Lord identifies 
Himself with His people, even in their justified judgment. Therefore, 
“shame” shall come to cover the Edomites. 


What Edom should not have Done 


Edom learned what they should have done, by being told what they 
should not have done (Obadiah 1:12-14). 


The Edomites should not have been happy, when it was obvious that 
Judah was being disciplined by God (Obadiah 1:12). It is the nature of 
the heart to be happy, when the people not liked begin to know 
adversity. 


In spiritual relationships, the LORD has told His people to love their 
enemies, and to pray for those who use and persecute them. The Lord 
does this, because He is very interested in the reaction of His people 
to the actions of others. 
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When Jerusalem was under siege, the Edomites looked upon the 
situation with pleasure, and rejoiced over the pain of the children of 
Judea, and boasted of their own position and privileges! 


They should not have done that. 

The Edomites should not have united with the enemies of Judah, 
and taken advantage of Judah’s weakened condition to exploit the 
people (Obadiah 1:13). Though the Edomites did not help in the 
initial conquest of the Jews, they did help to plunder the people, and 
so became partners in sin. It is not right to try to build your own 
happiness on the unhappiness of others. 


The Edomites were trying to build their happiness upon the misery 
and unhappiness of the Jews, and so they compounded sin upon sin. 
That is the nature of evil. One inappropriate action always leads to 
a greater transgression, unless it is confessed, and forsaken. 


From looking and rejoicing, the Edomites moved to plundering and 
from there they grew bold enough to physically hurt their brethren 
(Obadiah 1:14). They did this by standing in the crossroads to cut off 
any escape route, thereby making sure the Jews would be captured, 
and butchered. Prisoners were taken, so that the Edomites could 
ingratiate themselves with the enemies of the Jews. When we read of 
such actions like this, when the Lord looks down and witnesses this 
type of behavior, two things happen. 


There is a high degree of compassion for those who are being 
slaughtered without hope. 

There is a high degree of indignation towards those who could have 
helped, but the milk of human kindness had dried up. 


In His holy wrath, the Lord will deal with the Edomites by giving to 
them the same judgment they rejoiced and participated in towards 
the Jews (Obadiah 1:15). 


Applying this concept to the church, God's people can take hope, for 
the Lord will judge those who laugh at the church, rob the church, 
and try to destroy it directly or indirectly. 


By way of personal application, Christians need to be reminded to 
guard their heart and tongues against their enemies. 


Christians must be careful not to look or consider with pleasure, 
when they hear of their difficulties and misfortunes. 
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Christians must be careful not to rejoice when the day of their 
judgment comes upon others. 


Christians must be careful not to speak proudly or self-righteously 
against others. One common form is to sit in judgment and say that 
God is through with such and such a place, and people. I have 
always been amazed at who God is not through with. 


Christians must be careful not to join those who are inflicting verbal 
and physical pain upon those who are down. If the Lord sees 
Christians doing these things, then His wrath will be turned away 
from others and turned back upon them and they shall soon find 
themselves under the rod. 


Precious Promises for the People of God 
Obadiah 1:17-21 


Obadiah is the shortest of all the books of the Old Testament. Like so 
many of the prophets, little is known of Obadiah. 


Some think that Obadiah was a steward in the household of King Ahab 
(1 Kings 18:3). 

Some believe that Obadiah was a contemporary with Hosea, Joel, and 
Amos (8th century BC). 

Some believe that he lived at the time of the fall of Jerusalem (586 
BC). 


Really, it does not matter, for the message is more important than the 
man. Obadiah writes what he saw in a vision. The vision focused upon, 
and against Edom and her national sins against Judah. In his 
denunciation, Obadiah would not be alone. Other prophets also had 
harsh things to say against this nation (cf. Jer. 49:7; Ezek. 25:12). The 
Edomites were the descendants of Esau, the twin brother of Jacob. 
The hostility of the brothers was carried on by the descendants of 
each. The sins of the parents are reflected in the children. We have in 
outline form the following. 


I. Threatening Against Edom Obadiah 
A. Their pride was to be humbled 1:2-4 
B. Their wealth should be taken away 1:5-7 
C. Their wisdom will be frustrated 1:8-9 


D. Their behavior against Israel is to be avenged 1:10-16 


II. Gracious Promises to Israel 
A. The nation will be restored and reformed 
B. They shall have victory over the Edomites 1:17- 20 
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C. The Messianic kingdom will be established ape F 


The vision of Obadiah begins with a declaration of war against 
Edom (1:1). The reason for the war will be soon apparent. The 
Edomites have hurt the people of God. A principle is established. 
“All who hurt God's people shall certainly bring Divine wrath upon 
themselves." 


Like a loving father, like a protective mother, God will move to puta 
ring of safety around His people. To announce His determination to 
help His hurting people God sent His ambassador among the 
heathen. The message is specific. Arise ye, and let us rise up 
against her (Edom) in battle. 


The call did go forth to the heathen nations. God had bloody work to 
do and he needed natural butchers to perform His terrible 
judgment. Unfortunately, there are many natural born killers. 
Obadiah predicts a successful campaign against Edom (Obadiah 
1:2). Edom shall be subdued, spoiled, brought down. 


Edom's strategic geographical position would not save her (Obadiah 
1:2). What has brought the wrath of God? Among other things, 
pride. Pride is what plunged the angels into sin (Isaiah 14). God 
hates unholy pride. Someone has said that we are the closest to the 
devil when we are lifted up with pride. 


Ungodly pride is an exalted view of one's self. 
Ungodly pride holds all others in contempt. 


There is economic pride which breeds class envy. 

There is military pride which David manifested when he numbered 
Israel. 

There is intellectual pride of a superior intellect. 

There is political pride which can create wars in the name of 
nationalism illustrated in WW I. 

There is racial pride of whites against blacks. 

There is religious pride such as the Pharisees displayed. 

There is sexual pride reflected in the Playboy philosophy. 

There is bodily pride illustrated in the muscle builders. 


There is oratorical pride. 
There is musical pride. 
There is artistic pride. 
There is literary pride. 
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Edom had so much pride that she was deceived, and destroyed by 
it. Edom thought that she was secure in her defenses so she began 
to boast (Obadiah 1:3). God responded to Edom's boast with a 
divine promise, "J will bring thee down." 


The spiritual lesson is important. Men may trust in many things to get 
them to heaven such as good works, great deeds (etc.) but they will be 
brought low, for God is at war with all who do not meet Him on gospel 
terms. The judgment of God against Edom will be more severe than 
what ordinary warfare would normally bring (Obadiah 1:5). 


Moreover, the political friends of Edom would betray them (Obadiah 
1:7). Edom had made treaties with the Ammonites and the 
Moabites. These nations took food supplies from Edom they had 
free housing for their soldiers, and they took pay as mercenaries. 
These nations were very respectful, until the day came when it was 
to their advantage to attack Edom. 


The friendships of the world did not last; they never do. And the 
worst part is that these allied nations "laid a wound" under Edom. 
In other words, Edom rested upon the validity of her foreign 
treaties for comfort. However, beneath the bed there was the sword 
of death, and the hand of betrayal. 


It is far better to trust in the strength of the Lord, and have His 
arms of love underneath us. The fact is that the political rulers of 
Edom "have no understanding" or they would never have trusted 
their enemies to such an extent. 


In the Day of Judgment, the Lord, declares that He will target the 
wise men of Edom (1:8). He will make the wisdom of men to become 
foolish. And the Lord will target the mighty men, or the men of war. 
Courage will fail them. The spiritual lessons must not be lost. 


The church must be careful not to make alliances with historical 
enemies (such as the cult; Rome). 


The heart must be guarded against unbiblical pride. 
The Lord needs to be glorified for the way He works on our behalf. 


The church must cultivate a sense of need and dependency upon the 
Lord. 
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Precious Promises 


Turning to Obadiah 1:17-21 we find several precious promises that 
concern the salvation of the church (symbolized by Judah). 


The prophet declares, “But upon Mt. Zion shall be deliverance” (Obad. 
1:17). For Jews in captivity, this would be a wonderful promise of 
hope. Mt. Zion was where the Holy Temple was located. Mt. Zion was 
the place of worship. Mt. Zion was where God met with His people. 
There was salvation to be found in Mt. Zion. 


Historically, the Jews of the Babylonian Captivity took hope when they 
read the words of the prophet and they did return. Wave upon wave 
went back to Jerusalem from the land of Babylon after seventy years 
of captivity. Other generations also took hope during difficult days. 


For example, had a Jew, after the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70, read the 
prophet Obadiah, the heart might have been encouraged that yet 
again, the time would come when the Jews would return to the land. 
And they would have been right! Since in 1948, many Jews have 
literally found deliverance and safety in Mt. Zion. 


In a larger sense, the deliverance of the Jews is typical of the 
redemption the church enjoys in Christ. Spiritually, Mt. Zion speaks of 
heaven in eternity, and worship in time. A remnant shall always be 
found upon the holy mountain. As a spiritual nation, the church might 
know something of temporary conquest. 


In the 21* century, in Britain, the Church of England is being 
surrounded by Islamic Fundamentalism. Still, God has a remnant. 
Men like Gordan Bayliss still worship the true God. In America, 
formalism, ritualism, and ecumenicalism have united with liberalism 
to encroach upon the church. But we are here, and a multitude more 
have found salvation upon Mt. Zion. 


No matter how dark the days may become politically, socially, or 
spiritually, the church can look to the future with confidence that 
there will be deliverance upon Mt. Zion. As there will be salvation, so 
there will be sanctification. Our text says, “and there shall be 
holiness." It is easy to despair over sin. We struggle and struggle 
against sin. 


We make resolutions. 
We read books. 
We weep at the altar. 
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And still we sin. 


We grow afraid, for we have read that without holiness no one shall 
see God. Sometimes we despair, for we sense that sin has made a 
hypocrite of our faith. There is public behavior but private sin. We 
feel we are a Spiritual schizophrenic. 


Our heart is divided. 

Our lives are compartmentalized so that there is some spirituality, but 
there is also shame because of secret sin. 

We believe that we are alone in our struggles. 

All others seem to be so much better. 

And we wonder if we know anything of true salvation. 

It seems as if Satan can take us captive at his will, while on other 
occasions there is resistance to sin, and great love for the Lord. 


We wonder what the future holds. 


The prophet encourages our heart, for the promise is given, “And 
there shall be holiness. “ 


This could not be said unless there is to be a divine operation. Our 
hearts take courage. If salvation is of the Lord, so is sanctification. 
As Christ works our salvation, so our sanctification will be 
according to grace. 1 Corinthians 1:30 declares, "But of him [God] 
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." All God's people 
can look to the future for holiness. While the struggle against sin 
continues in the flesh, the promise is given, "And there shall be 
holiness." God has spoken. It will come to pass. 


Obadiah gives to the church that both salvation and sanctification 
shall spread. "The house of Jacob shall possess their possessions." 
Lydia's heart was open and her whole household was saved. The 
woman at the well drank from the Living Water, and went and told 
the men of the city how to be saved. 


Peter met Jesus and later preached to the Gentiles who brought 
their honor and glory into the New Jerusalem. "And the nations of 
them, which are saved, shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of 
the Earth do bring their glory and honor into it (Rev. 21:24). God 
has promised an inheritance for His people. 


A new home. 
Eternal life. 
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A new name. 

A new body. 

A new heaven and a new earth. 

A new government of righteousness. 

A reunion with loved ones. 

The promise of seeing Christ. 

The promise of sitting at a banquet table with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. 


After each one of these, it could be written, "And the house of Jacob 
shall possess their possessions." 


There is a third promise. In the future, as Obadiah sees it, the 
church shall judge its enemies (1:18). "And the house of Jacob shall 
be a fire [of judgment], and the house of Joseph a flame, and Esau 
[the enemy], for stubble." All the New Testament writers agree that 
the church shall one day judge the angels, and judge the world (the 
Queen of Sheba shall rise up in judgment...) 


Finally, the church shall not only be saved, sanctified, secure its 
possessions, and sit in judgment, it shall also see its borders 
expand. 


In Obadiah 1:19-20, historically, the prophet predicted that Judah 
would one day return to the land, and expand her territory in the 


South (Edom) 

West (Philistines) 

North (Ephraim and Samaria) 

East (Benjamin/other side of the Jordan) 


Spiritually, the prophet sees that the church shall know great 
triumph. And she has! Starting small in Jerusalem, the church has 
gone into Judea, Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
world. This has happened because (Obadiah 1:21) God has already 
sent forth saviours in the form of preachers of the gospel. While 
unbelievers are judged by the gospel, it is still salvation to all that 
believe. According to Obadiah, the future is full of hope and glory 
for the church. We are invited to see the future through the eyes of 
the prophet. 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
JONAH 


Jonah, perhaps around 780 BC 


An Important Confirmation 


Before the Book of Jonah is studied in detail, it is important to know 
that Jesus believed in the person and work of Jonah, and his 
sensational ordeal in the belly of a great fish. The experience of Jonah 
was used by Jesus as a type of His own death, burial, and 
resurrection. 

“Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, 
Master, we would see a sign from thee. 39 But he answered and said 
unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and 
there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 40 
For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so 
shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth” (Matt. 12:38 - 45). 


The Book of Jonah, dated c. 760 BC, tells the story of a reluctant 
Hebrew prophet who did not want to preach the gospel of repentance 
and grace, because he did not want his audience to be spared the 
judgment of God. Such was the hatred of Jonah for the Assyrians in 
Nineveh, whose destruction was imminent apart from repentance. 
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The Book of Jonah is distinct from other prophets, because the man, 
not his message, becomes the focus of attention. The prophet Jonah 
had something simple and direct to say in only eight words: “Yet forty 
days and Nineveh shall be overthrown” (Jonah 3:4). That was the 
message God gave to Jonah for Nineveh. 


The reason for this message is given in Jonah 1:2: “For their 
wickedness is come up before me.” 


If there is any doubt whether or not God is concerned about the 
affairs of the nations, here is conclusive proof. God does care, and He 
is not indifferent. 


The specific acts of wickedness of the Assyrians are not detailed in the 
book of Jonah, but history records their growth, greed, and extreme 
cruelty. 


Assyria emerged as a prominent nation in the 14" century BC. Its 
territory would eventually dominate the Middle East, and cause much 
trouble for the Hebrew people. The Assyrians were a terrifying people 
who lived to make war and rule by terror. Their tablets show the 
Assyrians skinning their victims alive, blinding them, and impaling 
them on stakes. The Assyrian King, named Ashurbanipal II, boasted of 
his exploits. “I flayed many right through my land and draped their 
skins over the walls,” he boasts in one. “I burned their adolescent 
boys and girls .. . A pillar of heads I erected in front of the city.” 


The cruelty of the Assyrians was known to God. To call the people to 
repentance, the Lord chose His servant Jonah. 


Jonah does appear in Scripture in one other place in the Old 
Testament. During the reign of the unworthy king, Jeroboam II, the 
13th king of Israel, who ruled for 40 years (793 - 753 BC). The Bible 
says that Jeroboam sinned against the Lord, and led Israel into sin. 
Nevertheless, God used him to restore some of Israel’s lost territory 
(2 Kings 14:23-27). 


“(In 780 BC], he [Jeroboam II] restored the coast of Israel from the 
entering of Hamath [in Syria] unto the Sea of the Plain [Dead Sea], 
according to the word of the Lord God of Israel” (2 Kings 14:25). 
Jonah prophesied this would happen. 


Observe 
The Sea of the Plain is the Arabah, or, Dead Sea. 
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Interestingly enough, another prophet, Amos, also spoke to Jeroboam 
II, and predicted that he would Jose all of the land he had regained, 
because the justice of God was against him. 


“Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, which say, Have we not taken 
to us horns by our own strength? 14 But, behold, I will raise up 
against you a nation, O house of Israel, saith the Lord the God of 
hosts; and they shall afflict you from the entering in of Hemath unto 
the river of the wilderness” (Amos 6:13-14). 


Jonah 1 and 3 


The narrative tells of the interaction Jonah had with those who were 
not part of the Covenant of God. His experience with the sailors on 
board a ship going to Tarshish is recorded in chapter 1. Then, in 
chapter 3, Jonah goes to Nineveh, and meets the Assyrians face to 
face. 


Observe 

Jonah may be called many things: “The Reluctant Prophet”, “The 
Pouting Prophet”, “The Rebellious Prophet”, etc. But what Jonah can 
never be called is, “The Cowardly Prophet”. It took incredible bravery 
to go to the cruelest empire in the world, at that time, and call the 
people to repentance. The personal courage of Jonah must not be 
overlooked in the gospel narrative. 


A Prayer from the Belly of a Fish: Jonah 2, 4 


In chapter 2, Jonah prays out of the belly of the fish. In chapter 4, 
Jonah prays unto the Lord, and complains. 


A TRAGIC COMMEDY 


For some Bible commentators, the Book of Jonah could be viewed as a 
tragic comedy, in the theatrical sense of the word. There is irony, 
mockery, dry humor, and some satirical developments in the narrative 
that is hard not to smile at. 


Item. The Lord tells Jonah to go and preach to the Ninevites in the 
east, and he goes as far west in the opposite direction as possible. 
Tarshish was considered the “ends of the earth.” 
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Item. Jonah thinks he is safely on board a good sea faring vessel, only 
to find himself in the midst of a storm with his life in peril. 


Item. Jonah concludes it is better to die at sea than find a way back to 
Nineveh. “Throw me overboard,” he pleads. The sailors eventually 
oblige him. Then, he is swallowed by a great fish, and decides it is 
better, after all to repent, even in the belly of the whale. Who knows 
what might happen next? 


Item. Jonah is vomited out on dry ground. The prophet had made the 
great fish sick to its stomach. 


Item. Jonah will finally deliver the message God has for the people of 
Nineveh. God had said, “Jonah, arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, 
and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me” (Jonah 
1:2). Jonah eventually said, “Fine. I will go and preach. But I will 
reduce my message to eight words, the bare minimal message I can 
think of.” Then Jonah cried, and said, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown” (Jonah 3:4). 


Item. Jonah finds himself preaching in Nineveh, with the thing he 
feared the most happening. The people of Nineveh repented. Jonah 
wanted them dead. Even the cattle repented. 


Item. Jonah gets angry because his shade tree dies. He thinks it 
should be the Assyrians who should die. There certainly can be some 
moments to smile at in the Book of Jonah, if read lightly. 


Four General Surprises 


Roll Identity Spiritual Status 
e Prophet Jonah Rebellion 
e Uncircumcised Assyrians Ready (to receive 
God’s Word) 
¢ King of Nineveh Anonymous Remorseful 


(perhaps Shamshi-ilu) 
e Bovine Cattle Repentant (covered 
with sackcloth) 


However, it is better to read the Book of Jonah with the backdrop of 
eternity in view, for the everlasting salvation of precious souls is 
contingent on the gospel being preached. The Bible says, “How 
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beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that 
publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” (Isaiah 
52:7). 


Even when the gospel is reduced to eight words, when used by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, there is an effectual calling, and multitudes 
are converted. “Salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9). 


Running from God: Jonah 1 


Despite receiving a clear commandment to go and preach to the 
people of Nineveh, the prophet Jonah began to run from God. The 
Lord had a geographical, occupational, and linguistic will for Jonah, 
and still he ran away (Jonah 1:1-3). Of course, no person can run from 
God, for He is omniscient and omnipresent. “Whither shall I go from 
thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 8 If I ascend up 
into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea; 10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right 
hand shall hold me” (Psalms 139:7-10). 


Jonah knew he could not out run God, and yet he tried. The question 
is, “Why?” 


Sometimes the question of why has no answer. There is a mystery to 
sin. People know they are not going to get away with doing 
something, and yet, they do something foolish anyway. No one knows 
why. 


Sometimes the question of why does have an answer. Here is a case in 
point. The reason why Jonah tried to run from God is given in chapter 
4:2. Jonah knew that God was a gracious God, and merciful, and slow 
to anger, and of great kindness, and would change His mind about 
judgment on Nineveh. 


Jonah took the words of the Lord from Exodus 34:6, and used them 
against Him, as if God were doing something wrong in showing mercy 
to the wicked. It is within human nature to want mercy, for self, but 
justice for those who hurt us. 


Jonah did not want God to change His mind about destroying the 
Ninevites. Jonah thought he could control God by disobeying His 
known will, and not preaching the message of repentance. Jonah 
appreciated the power of preaching. 
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Of course, Jonah would realize soon enough that what God has 
commanded, will come to pass. It might take some time, and some 
divine persuasion, but what God has decreed shall be done. 


So it was that a storm arose, which the Lord sent, and Jonah was 
awakened from his exhaustive sleep. In an instant, Jonah knew, the 
Lord had found him. Now, others were going to suffer because of their 
association with him. 


As there is a blessing by association, so there is cursing by association 
as well (Gen. 12:3). 


Jonah explained to the sailors what they had to do to survive. They 
had to take him up, and cast him into the sea. Then, the sea would be 
calm, and the ship could safely sail to its destination. 


Initially, the sailors were hesitant to comply with the command of 
Jonah to be cast overboard. The men rowed harder. Then, they prayed 
and asked God to forgive them. Finally, “they took up Jonah, and cast 
him forth into the sea; and the sea ceased from her raging” (Jonah 
1:15). This led to the sailors truly fearing God, and worshipping Him 
(Jonah 1:16). 


While the sailors held a worship service, Jonah was about to hold a 
prayer meeting in a very unusual place, the belly of a great squirming 
fish (Heb. da’g), which God had prepared for His prophet (jonah 
1:17). 


The Prophet’s Prayer: Jonah 2 


As soon as Jonah was inside the great fish, the Bible says, “Then Jonah 
prayed.” Sometimes the Lord has to bring us to an extreme situation 
so it can be said, “Then he / she began to pray.” 


In his prayer, Jonah does not say he is sorry for all the trouble he has 
caused, but he is grateful that God has not abandoned him. “I cried by 
reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me” (Jonah 
2:2a). Jonah also promises to obey the Lord. He will worship properly. 
He will testify that salvation is of the Lord Jonah 2;9). 


A Message from on High: Jonah 3 
Because Jonah had a change of heart, because he was once more in 


fellowship with the Lord, the reluctant prophet complied with the 
known will of God. Jonah went to the city of Nineveh. 
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After being returned to dry ground, how far Jonah had to travel to get 
to Nineveh to preach is uncertain. It is not known exactly where his 
fishy submarine ride ended. What is noted in Scripture is that the 
great fish swam to the shore line and regurgitated Jonah upon the dry 
land jonah 2:10). If the dry land was near Joppa, where Jonah had 
departed to sail to Tarshish, then Jonah had to go about 600 miles to 
the east. 


Once he arrived in the city of Nineveh, Jonah was amazed at how 
large the city was. It took three days to travel through the city. 


On the first day of his arrival, Jonah began to preach and say, “Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown” (Jonah 3:4). 


Because the Lord had prepared the heart of the Ninevites to receive 
His Word, because the Spirit of the Lord rested upon the man and his 
message, “the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, 
and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of 
them” (Jonah 3:5). There was a great spiritual awakening which had 
been ordained by God. 


Even though the name of the Lord is not invoked by the prophet, the 
people turned to the Lord, for He is the one who writes His name on 
the hearts of the elect. “For this is the Covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws 
into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a 
God, and they shall be to me a people” (Heb. 8:10). 


So effective was the simple message proclaimed by Jonah, “the people 
of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, 
from the greatest of them even to the least of them” Jonah 3:5). The 
king of Nineveh laid aside his royal robe and covered himself with 
sackcloth, as did the people. Even the animals were covered, to 
include them symbolically as mourners. Let all of creation groan in 
sorrow before the Lord. “And God saw their works, that they turned 
from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that 
he would do unto them; and he did it not” (Jonah 3:10). 


It is always a wonderful time in human history when a nation is 
overthrown (Heb. haphak; haw-fak’), or turned, from sin to salvation. 
Christian people in every country should pray, and preach, in such a 
way that hearts can be transformed. 
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The Pouting Prophet’s Foolish Prayer: Jonah 4 


Most ministers of the gospel rejoice when hearts are converted, souls 
are obviously saved, and many lives are pressed into the kingdom of 
God. But not Jonah. The Bible says that Jonah was very angry at the 
spiritual renewal taking place in Nineveh (Jonah 4:1). In his foolish 
anger, Jonah expressed his displeasure to the Lord. Jonah prayed unto 
the Lord, “and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my saying, when 
I was yet in my country? Therefore, I fled before unto Tarshish: for I 
knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 3 Therefore now, O 
Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to 
die than to live” (Jonah 4;2-3). 


It is hard to read the prayer of Jonah without shaking one’s head in 
utter astonishment. How foolish can a person be. People repented, 
and Jonah wanted to die. Souls were saved, and he wanted to die. The 
power of God was made manifest, and the prophet of God wanted to 
die. It is enough to make the angel’s weep. 


Rather than berate Jonah for his unworthy thoughts, the Lord asked a 
inquiring question. Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry?” To ask the 
question is to answer it. Of course, Jonah has no right to be angry. 


Jonah ignores the question, and goes outside the city walls to see 
what the end result would be. While he waited, the Lord used the 
opportunity to teach Jonah a lesson about priorities. The Lord caused 
a plant to grow rapidly, which pleased Jonah, who appreciated the 
shade from the hot burning sun. Then the Lord sent a worm to eat the 
plant, which Jonah did not appreciate at all. It caused him to move 
outside his comfort level. 


Once more Jonah asked that the Lord kill him saying, “It is better for 
me to die than to live” (Jonah 4:8). Not really, Jonah. Not really. 


The book closes with God’s great point to Jonah. The prophet had 
expressed more compassion for a gourd that perished in a night than 
he cared for 120 thousand precious souls that were not able to 
discern between their right hand and their left hand. Therein is the 
essence of having wrong priorities. Sin dries up the milk of human 
kindness, and pays more attention to the natural creation than the 
eternal souls of individuals. May God forgive such hardness of heart. 


The Book of Jonah reminds the Church to love their enemies, and be 
happy that God blesses them with grace and mercy. We want our 
enemies to be destroyed. God wants sinners to be saved. 
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The Book of Jonah also reminds the Church not to love creation, or the 
environment, more than the unborn who do not know their right hand 
from their left. Many people care more about their pets than they do 
the slaughter of the unborn. There are people who will fight to the 
death to protect the ocean, or a baby seal, and yet approve the 
murder of helpless children. 


May the Lord grant the Church to always have right priorities, and be 
concerned for the salvation of all people, in every nation. 


THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
MICAH 


Micah, perhaps around 700 BC 


Human Author: Micah, a Prophet in Jerusalem 


Date of Ministry c. 742 BC to 686 BC 


Setting King Jotham 750 BC - 732 BC 11™ King 
of Judah 

King Ahaz 732 BC-716BC 12" King’ of 
Judah 

King Hezekiah 716 BC - 687 BC 13” King of 
Judah 
Key Verse “Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 


iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his 
heritage? he retaineth not his anger forever, because he delighteth in 
mercy.” ~Micah 7:8 
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Theme To proclaim warning and judgement to both the 
Northern and Southern Kingdoms of Israel 


The Judgment of the Nations Explained: Micah 1 - 5 


Micah lived in Moresheth Gath, a small town in the Southern Kingdom 
of Judah (Micah 1:14). Familiar with life in the country, Micah would 
use well known agricultural images. “Woe is me! for I am as when 
they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grape gleanings of the 
vintage: there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the first ripe fruit” 
(Micah 7:1). 


The lament of Micah touches the heart, for there was spiritual decline 
in Hebrew history. It is always tragic, for a soul sensitive to God, to 
realize how insensitive, unjust, and godless individuals can be when 
their hearts are given to selfish secular humanism. Part of the reason 
for the cruelty of the society in which Micah lived was the tension 
between the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and the Southern Kingdom 
of Judah. 


Following the death of king Solomon, the nation had been divided by 
civil war. Ten tribes formed the Northern Kingdom, and two tribes 
formed the Southern Kingdom. This led to several places of worship. 


In the Southern Kingdom, worship remained rooted in the Holy City of 
Jerusalem in the Temple. In the Norther Kingdom, Samaria became 
the capital, and two places of worship were established, Dan and 
Bethel. 


Grace Precedes Judgment 


To combat social injustice and idolatry, the Lord called Micah to the 
ministry as a prophet. Micah was to tell the Northern Kingdom that 
Assyria would soon come and destroy the nation. From a human 
perspective, the Assyrian Invasion would simple be for territory and 
treasures. However, for Israel, the invasion would be a form of Divine 
discipline. For the Southern Kingdom, the invasion would serve as a 
reminder to repent. Apart from gospel repentance, the Lord would use 
the Babylonians to discipline Judah. 


A Holy Boldness 


346 


Because it is not easy to be a prophet of God, and incur the hatred 
and hostility of others, a holy boldness and strength is needed. There 
has to be a divine undergirding of the heart of such a man. Micah was 
confident the Spirit of the Lord was upon him saying, “truly I am full 
of power by the spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to 
declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin” (Micah 
3:8). The Southern Kingdom of Judah would be called to repentance, 
and the Northern Kingdom of Israel would be warned of the imminent 
judgment to come. 


If the message of a prophet is alarming, it is meant to be, for sin is a 
serious matter, and the conscious must be pricked. 


“What is sin? 
It is the glory of God not honored. 
The holiness of God not reverenced. 
The greatness of God not admired. 
The power of God not praised. 
The truth of God not sought. 
The wisdom of God not esteemed. 
The beauty of God not treasured. 
The goodness of God not savored. 
The faithfulness of God not trusted. 
The commandments of God not obeyed. 
The justice of God not respected. 
The wrath of God not feared. 
The grace of God not cherished. 
The presence of God not prized. 
The person of God not loved. 
That is sin.” 

— John Piper 


People must be confronted about embracing “wealth without work, 
pleasure without conscience, knowledge without character, commerce 
without morality, science without humanity, worship without sacrifice, 
and politics without principle” (Frederick Lewis Donaldson). 


Micah confronted the people of his generation with their sin so that 
they might repent, and receive the grace and mercy of God on the 
other side of His judgment. 


Fire on the Mountain: Micah 1 - 2 
In the opening verses of his prophesy, Micah presents the Lord God as 


coming forth to speak to the people as He did at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19 
- 20). There was fire on the mountain. The Lord was angry with His 
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people for their rebellion, year after year, century after century. The 
people had broken their Covenant with God. The Lord had a 
controversy with the nation in general, but individual cities in 
particular. Those who transgressed the Law of the Lord were named. 


Geographical Places of Divine Displeasure 


Micah 1:1-15 
Samaria Jerusalem Saphir Zaanan Beth- 
ezel 
Maroth Lachish Achzib Mareshah 
Adullam 


The reason God has a controversy with Israel is because of their 
leaders, who have become wealthy through acts of exploitation. The 
graft has been going on for many years, reflected in the stealing of the 
vineyard of Naboth by King Ahab (874 - 853 BC), at the instigation of 
the wicked queen Jezebel (Micah 2:1-2; 1 Kings 21). 


The prophets of Israel are also corrupt. They are content to offer 
defective sacrifices to the Lord in order to preserve the best animals 
for themselves. They are also willing to bless anyone who will pay 
them to speak of God’s favor. Micah has a simple command from the 
Lord for these greedy prophets: stop it! “Prophesy not” (Micah 2:2). 


It is instructive to note that whenever Micah delivers a stern message, 
it is immediately tempered with kindness and hope. For example, the 
words of Micah 1 - 2 close with the image of God as a Shepherd, who 
regathers a remnant of His sheep to guard and guide them. 


A Rebuke of Social Injustice: Micah 3 - 4a 


Together, the princes of Israel, and the priests of Israel unite to 
pervert justice, in favor of the wealthy, by accepting bribery, while 
exploiting the poor. The land of the poor is taken from them. They are 
left without security, or hope for a better future. The taking of land 
from the poor was a violation of the Law of Moses which forbid the 
unauthorized sale of family land. “The land shall not be sold for ever: 
for the land is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourners with me” 
(Lev. 25:23). Because Israel violated the principles and provision of 
God, He would cause a foreign nation to destroy the nation. 


As Micah has done before with his message, so he does again. The 
harshness of God is tempered with hope for the future. After the 
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Assyrians, and after the Babylonians, the day will come when there 
will be a regathering of the people with whom He has made a 
Covenant. They, along with souls from many other nations, will 
worship in a New Jerusalem. 


The Messiah as the Coming Ruler of Israel: Micah 4b - 5 


To rule over New Jerusalem and the nations, the Lord God will send 
the Ruler who will come from Bethlehem Ephratah (Micah 5:2). He 
shall stand and deliver judgment and justice and shall “be great unto 
the ends of the earth” (Micah 5:4-15). 


The Lord’s Controversy with His People: Micah 6 - 7 


Because the message of the prophet is often circular, Micah returns to 
the unjust practices of the people of Israel, leading to God’s great 
controversy with them. God has told the people what is required of 
them, but the people just will not listen and obey. “He hath shewed 
thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 
(Micah 6:8). Because the people will not do this, they must go under 
the Divine rod. 


The Final Word 


The Book of Micah ends with another message of hope (Micah 7:8-20). 
The narrative presents a penitent sinner, fallen, sitting in darkness, 
confessing sin, and resigned to his fate. “I will bear the indignation of 
the Lord, because I have sinned against him.” The shame and guilt is 
real, and the man knows it. However, the heart of the Penitent takes 
hope and cries out, “POST TENEBRAS LUX! “OUT OF DARKNESS, 
LIGHT!” The Spirit has illuminated his heart. “The Lord will bring him 
forth to the light, “And I shall behold His righteousness” (Micah 7:9). 


A question arises. “Why would the Lord allow the Penitent to behold 
His righteousness?” Among the many reason that could be given, the 
Penitent appeals to the essence of God. “Who is a God like unto thee, 
that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the 
remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger forever, because 
he delighteth in mercy” (Micah 7:18). Another reason God will show 
mercy to the Penitent is because He is a Covenant keeping God. “You 
will perform Your word to Abraham, and Jacob” (Micah 7:20 cf. 
Genesis 12, 15, 17). 


From a divine perspective, God will keep His Word; God will honor 
His Covenants. From a human perspective, Israel must also keep 
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Covenant with God, they must obey the Lord, and honor Him, if they 
want to be a blessing to all the nations on earth. 


It is this tension between Covenant blessings, Divine discipline, and 
Eternal hope that drives His-story. 


Ultimately, let the Church believe, with the ancient prophet, this truth 
about the Lord God: “He will turn again, He will have compassion 
upon us; He will subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins 
into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19). 


Herein is the Word of the Lord. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear 
the message of the prophet Micah. 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
NAHUM 


Nahum, perhaps around 650 BC 


Introduction: Nahum 1-3 


In three short chapters, with a combined total of forty-seven verses, 
the prophet Nahum (Heb. “comfort, strength”) speaks against one of 
Israel’s greatest enemies, the Assyrian Empire, and its capital, 
Nineveh. His message is a sequel to the Book of Jonah (c. 760 BC). 
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The Assyrians rose to prominence in the Middle East c. 884 BC. As 
their empire expanded, the Assyrians overran Israel in 722 BC, taking 
captive the ten northern tribes (2 Kings 17). The military might of the 
vast empire was no match for the people of God. 
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The brutality of the Assyrians was astonishing. The people were 
known for their cruelty, and took pride in it, anticipating the maxim, 
“It is better to be feared than loved...if you cannot be both” (Niccol 
Machiavelli, The Prince, 1532). 


The Assyrians were not only feared, they were hated. The Hebrew 
people waited with great anticipation for God to avenge them, 
according to Divine promise. “And shall not God avenge his own elect, 
which cry day and night unto him, though he bears long with them?” 
(Luke 18:7). 


In 612 BC, the Lord moved against Israel’s great enemy. The 
Babylonians rose up in rebellion to bring down the Assyrian Empire. 


God is an Avenging God: Nahum 1 


The impending destruction of the Assyrian Empire by God was first 
conveyed to the people in Nineveh, the capital of the Empire. “The 
burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.” 
Nahum was from the town of Elkosh, a place whose precise location 
remains unknown, but is presumed to have been in Judea. The book 
begins with the appearance of the Lord coming to confront evil, and 
administer justice. 


The Assyrians might have believed they were invincible, but that was 
a delusional belief. 


The Hebrews might have wondered how God could allow the 
viciousness and cruelty of Assyria to go unpunished. Now the people 
knew. The Lord was coming to avenge His elect, and destroy the 
Enemy of God. There would be justice, though it is true, the Lord is 
slow to anger. 


The longsuffering of God toward people, even those who are evil, was 
a Divine concept taught to Moses. Nahum quotes from the Law of 
Moses. 


“And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth, 7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the 
children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation” 
(Nahum 1:3 cf. Exodus 34:6-7). 


Though God is longsuffering, He will not suffer, or permit evil to 
continue indefinitely. The Lord will punish the wicked (Nahum 1:12), 
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and protect the righteous (Nahum 1:13-15). This does not mean that 
the righteous will never suffer sorrow, hunger, pain, or death, as they 
are swept up in the events of life. It does mean, that ultimately, God 
will avenge His own. 


The City is Not Safe: Nahum 2 


Nahum continues his message to Israel, by prophesying, in detail, the 
great and terrible fall of the city of Nineveh, in particular. That must 
have been difficult for people to believe, because Nineveh was a city 
with a fortified wall. The wall was eight miles in circumference, and 
ranged in height from 25 to 60 feet. It would have been hard to scale. 
There was a moat around the city. Nevertheless, the city would fall, 
according to the Word of the Lord. There would be chariots in the 
streets (Nah. 2:4); the tremendous gates to the city would not be able 
to stop the marauding invaders when they came (Nah. 2:5). The 
godless city would be plundered (Nahum 2:7-10). 


Notice that the fall of Nineveh was to take place in progressive states. 
First, there would be the foot soldiers forming the front line. Then 
would come the charge of the chariots. This would be followed by 
breeches on the city walls. Once inside the city, there was to be a 
great slaughter, and a plundering of the citizens. The wealth of the 
nation would be confiscated. 


Prepare to Meet the Judgment of God: Nahum 3 


The prophesy of Nahum concludes with more frightful words, 
especially to the Ninevites. As Assyria had destroyed Thebes in 663 
BC without mercy, so Nineveh would be ravished (Nahum 3:8-11). Let 
the people in Nineveh prepare for a siege if they want to (Nahum 
3:14). Let the inhabitants store up a good water supply. Let more mud 
bricks be addressed to the formable walls. It would not matter. Who 
can stop the hand of God? 


The Assyrians would have no right to bemoan their own violent 
downfall, for the Empire had been built on the spoils of the war. 
Therefore, Nineveh would itself be a bloody city, for it was a city full 
of lies and robbery (Nahum 3:1). 


The book concludes with the mocking of the king of Assyria. He 
receives a fatal wound, and finds that, of all the nations he has 
oppressed, no one will come to help him. Rather, there is a great 
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celebration of his destruction. People clap their hands in joy over him 
(Nahum 3:19). 


If there is an overarching message from Nahum, it is this. War is hell 
on earth. War is harsh. War is not romantic, it is brutal, cruel, violent, 
and sickening. Still, in the midst of the bloodshed and carnage there is 
hope, and there is faith. God’s justice demands the guilty be held 
accountable, and the righteous vindicated, and honored. God will not 
leave evil unpunished. 


Lessons to Learn 
Nahum 


Nineveh is an example to all the nations on earth. There is a 
saturation point to sin, and then comes the Divine work of purifying 
vengeance. God will not allow the evil empires in the world to endure 
forever. The truth of this observation is reflected in the downfall of 
the Assyrian Empire, the Babylonian Empire, the Greek Empire, the 
Roman Empire, the British Empire, the Ottoman Empire, the Third 
Reich of Nazi Germany, and that Evil Empire, the Soviet Union. 


America, beware. God is aware of the militancy of the homosexual 
movement, the killing of the unborn babies for body parts, the love for 
violence in society, promoted by Black Lives Matter, and ANTIPA. 
America’s military might will not protect her. She is marked for doom. 
The only reason why America has not been swept into the dustbin of 
history is because of God’s infinite grace and mercy. But, that shall 
not last forever. COVID 19 is just an indication of things to come. The 
four horsemen of the apocalypse shall ride across the land: Pestilence, 
War, Famine, and Death. The first horseman now rides. 


The destruction of the Assyrian Empire is a testimony to God’s 
retributive justice. The only question is this. “Will people learn the 
lesson of history, and repent?” Historically, the answer is, “No. People 
learn nothing from history, and are doomed to repeat it.” And so, they 
do. 


Injustice is built into every conquering empire. Sometimes, 
people within a nation become aware of the injustices in society, and 
make changes. Where there is slavery, it ends. Where there is racism, 
it is confronted. Where there is excessive greed, or too much political 
power, individuals are removed, in God’s good time, so more damage 
cannot be done. Sometimes, the Lord will bring a revival to a nation, 
or a State, a city, or a local Church, and grant people the grace to 
repent. 
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It must never be thought that God does not care about what is 
happening in society. God does care. It is because God cares, it is 
because His nature is one of holiness, that the Lord is compelled to 
bring the wicked down, while comforting those who grieve, and give 
hope to every soul by sin oppressed. There is mercy with the Lord, in 
time, and in eternity, 

in the realm of society, and in the realm of the soul. 


Church, be of good cheer. The Lord is a refuge in the day of 
distress. His arms are open in love to receive those who take refuge in 
Him (Nahum 1:7). 


Do not miss the gospel found in Nahum. Humble yourself before 
God’s justice. Pray for the gift of repentance. Stop sinning. Cease to 
be violent. Trust in the Lord to bring down the oppressors in your life, 
but in His time, and in His place. 


In His time, in His time, 
He makes all thing beautiful in His time. 
Lord, my life to you I bring, 
may each song I have to sing, 
be to you a lovely thing, in your time. 


In your time, in your time, 
you make all thing beautiful in your time. 
Lord, my life to you I bring, 
may each song I have to sing, 
be to you a lovely thing, in your time. 


Attributed to the Australian poet. 
~Banjo Paterson, 1895 


THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
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HABAKKUK 
Habakkuk, perhaps around 610 BC 


A Study in Theodicy 


“The Vindication of Divine Goodness and Providence 
in View of the Existence of Evil” 


The prophet Habakkuk ministered to the Southern Kingdom of Judah, 
c. 610 - 605 BC. He lived prior to the Fall of Jerusalem at the hands of 
the Babylonian army. The Southern Kingdom of Judah was conquered 
in 586 BC during the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 


Like the other prophets of God, Habakkuk witnessed the corruption of 
a nation given over to idolatry and injustice, and was grieved. He 
knew that while the Lord is merciful, and patient, God is also just and 
righteous. The evil that men do must be punished. It is the form of 
punishment that surprises Habakkuk. He is curious to know why God 
would use a people more wicked than the Hebrews to discipline them. 


To discover the answer, Habakkuk engages the Lord in a 
conversation. 


A Holy Inquiry 
The Prophet Speaks: Habakkuk 1-2a 


The Book of Habakkuk begins with an inquiry to God. Habakkuk is an 
eyewitness to social violence, strife, and contention. Mockery is made 
of the Law, and justice is not administered. Habakkuk wants to know 
why the Lord has allowed this to happen without correction. “How 
long will the Almighty and Eternal Lord (Yehovah) do nothing?” 


“The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see. 2 O Lord, how long 
shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, 
and thou wilt not save! 3 Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause 
me to behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and 
there are that raise up strife and contention. 4 Therefore the law is 
slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth 
compass about the righteous; therefore, wrong judgment proceedeth” 
(Hab. 1:1-4). 


For the people in Israel, life was terrible by any objective 
measurement. Those in leadership were doing nothing to stop the 
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disintegration of society. Habakkuk wanted to know why he was 
compelled to look on the situation and be grieved. 


God Speaks: Habakkuk 1:5-11 


God responds to Habakkuk’s inquiry by saying that a terrible Day of 
the Lord is coming upon Judah from Babylon. “Behold ye among the 
heathen, and regard, and wonder marvelously: for I will work a work 
in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you. 6 For, lo, 
I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall 
march through the breadth of the land, to possess the dwelling places 
that are not theirs” (Hab. 1:5-6; 6-11). 


Five Woe’s 
(Heb. howy [hoh’ee]) 
Ah! Alas! Oh! 
e Habakkuk 2:6 There is an Economic Woe, based on an increase of 


ill-gotten wealth. 


e Habakkuk 2:9 There is a Covetous Woe, rooted in a desire to be 
personally secure. 


e Habakkuk 2:12 There is a Slavery Woe, for treating people 
like animals, and threatening violence if there 
is a Slack in production. 


e Habakkuk 2:15 There is an Alcoholic Woe, for encouraging 
irresponsible drinking. 


e Habakkuk 2:19 There is an Idolatrous Woe, for those who bow 
before a graven image. 


The Lord does not sleep or slumber in the presence of evil. Though He 
may seem to tarry in stopping people’s sin, it too becomes part of His 
plan to make all things work together for good to those who love Him 
and are called according to His purposes (Rom. 8:28). 


The Prophet Speaks: Habakkuk 1:12-21 
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The prophet makes a second inquiry. Habakkuk knows God has pure 
eyes, and cannot look with approval on inequity. How long shall 
injustice last? (Hab. 1:12-17). And why would the Lord use Babylon to 
punish Israel when that empire is more evil? The Babylonians worship 
idols, they treat people worse than they treat an animal, and they 
oppress people to build their own nation. 


Habakkuk will wait and watch, and listen for an answer from the 
Lord. “I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and 
will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer 
when I am reproved” (Hab. 2:1). 


God Speaks: Habakkuk 2, 4 


The Lord answered the prophet. “And the Lord answered me, and 
said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run 
that readeth it. 3 For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the 
end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it 
will surely come, it will not tarry” (Hab. 2:2-3; 4-20). 


Habakkuk was assured that justice would be administered at the 
proper time, according to a Divine schedule. In the process, the 
righteous are to live by faith. 


The Just Shall Live by Faith 


Habakkuk 2:4 
Romans 1:17 
Galatians 3:11 
Hebrews 10:38 


In context, the faith the righteous are to have, is that God will bring 
Babylon to judge Judah. Then, the Lord will judge Babylon. 


By way of modern application, during World War II (1939 - 1945), the 
Jews who suffered in the Holocaust prayed, and waited for God to 
avenge their lives under the Germans. This was eventually done by a 
more evil empire, Russia, whom the Lord later judges in 1989, with 
the breakup of the Soviet sphere of influence. 
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In all of this we, see a cycle to history as to how God raises up, and 
cast down, the empires of this world. The Israelites displace the 
Canaanites. The Assyrians and Babylonians displace the Israelites. 
The Mede-Persians displace the Babylonians. The Greeks conquer the 
Persians, only to be conquered by the Romans. The cycle continues on 
down through history to the present hour. The point is established. 
The nations of this earth are ruled by the Sovereign with a rod of iron, 
according to prophesy and promise. 


According to Prophesy. “Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel” (Psalm 2:9). 


According to Promise. “And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as 
the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I 
received of my Father” (Rev. 2:27). 


The Prophet Prays: Habakkuk 3:1-19 


In chapter 3 we come to “A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon 
Shigionoth” (Hab. 3:1). Shigionoth (Heb. Shiggayown [Shig-gaw-yo- 
naw’]) refers to a rambling poem. With great pathos, Habakkuk will 
pour out his heart to God. The prophet wants the Lord to act in the 
present as He has acted in the past, in judging and destroying corrupt 
nations. While such a prayer is not wrong, it may be the nation that is 
being prayed against is one’s own, which is corrupt and lawless, in the 
eyes of God and man. 


Habakkuk has full confidence that God can bring down an evil empire, 
because of His great power and majesty. When the Lord appears in 
judgment, the earth trembles. There is fire on the mountain (Hab. 3:3- 
7; Ex. 19:18). 


In his prophetic vision, Habakkuk sees the Lord parting the nation of 
Babylon, as easily as He once parted the water in the Red Sea (Hab. 
3:9). The nation of Babylon will be crushed. 


However, God will save His people, and cause them to rejoice in the 
Lord. “I will joy in the God of my salvation” (Hab. 3:18). 


The End of the Prophesy 


The conclusion of the Book of Habakkuk, is, that unless Judah repents, 
and returns to God, and honors His commandments, the people should 
expect judgment and destruction. But it is not Judah alone that must 
repent. Every nation that has become like Babylon must repent. 
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The lesson of history is not hard to discern. When any nation becomes 
greedy, covetous, violent and heartless, irresponsible in sex, alcoholic 
consumption, and idolatrous, it is marked for Divine discipline, and, 
perhaps, destruction. While God will have mercy on those who walk 
by faith, and trust in Him, the rest of humanity should tremble in time, 
for they will quake in eternity. 


The righteous have no need to fear the present, or the future. Even 
when there is war, and rumors of war, drought, famine, violence in 
society, or political intrigue, our God reigns. The Lord will protect, 
and watch over His own. The just shall live by faith. 


Scriptures to Remember 


“Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvelously: 
for J will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it 
be told you” (Hab. 1:5). 


“Thou artof purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on 
iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them _ that deal 
treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the 
man that is more righteous than he?” (Hab. 1:13). 


“Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just 
shall live by his faith” (Hab. 2:4). 


“For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). 


“But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence 
before him” (Hab. 2:20). 

“O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O Lord, revive thy 
work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; 
in wrath remember mercy” (Hab. 3:2). 


“Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 19 
The LORD Godismy strength, and he will make my feet like 
hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To 
the chief singer on my stringed instruments” (Hab. 3:18-19). 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 


ZEPHANIAH 
Zephaniah, perhaps around 625 BC 
The God who Sings 


Zephaniah (Heb. “Servant of the Lord”) identifies himself as the great- 
great grandson of King Hezekiah. He ministered to the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah during the reign of king Josiah (Heb. “Yahweh 
heals”), c. 641 - 609 BC. His message was simple, and 
straightforward. The people were to repent, and seek the Lord. “Seek 
ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his 
judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be 
hid in the day of the Lord's anger” (Zeph. 2:3). 


While it is nice to be a royal descendant among men, it is better to be 
a child of the King of kings and Lord of lords. “But ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: which in time past were not a 
people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, 
but now have obtained mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-12). 


Zephaniah lived during the twilight years of the Southern Kingdom of 
Judah, prior to the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC at the hands of the 
Babylonians. God was going to judge His people, in particular, 
because the reformation under the good king Josiah faded away. 
Though Josiah had cleansed the Holy Temple, the hearts of the people 
remained unclean. 


A principle is established. Observing religious rituals, without a 
corresponding reality of faith in the heart, is meaningless. Even Josiah 
had much sin in his soul. There was the sin of pride, which led to his 
tragic death in the Valley of Megiddo, and placed the nation in harm’s 
way with Pharoah, King of Egypt. That part of the story is told in 2 
Chronicles 35:20-26 
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Zephaniah believed God was going to judge Israel with a military 
invasion, and warned time and again that the day of the Lord was 
near. But it was to no avail. When individuals do not believe the 
gospel message, they are doomed to suffer the consequences of 
rebellion and unbelief. 


The Book of Zephaniah has three major divisions. 


There is the Day of the Lord’s Judgment on Jerusalem: Zephaniah 1:1- 
2i3 


Zephaniah announces that the Lord is going to consume all things 
from the land. While the instrument of destruction will be the 
Babylonian army, according to the prophet Micah, and others, it is the 
Lord God Almighty who accepts ultimate responsibility for the 
destruction of man and beast, the fowls of the heaven, and the fish in 
the sea. As a parent has a right to discipline a child, so God has a 
right to severely deal with His creation as He sees best, without 
violating any part of His perfect essence. The God of love and mercy, 
is the God of destruction and death. From the beginning, men were 
warned, that to violate the known will of God, would bring death. "But 
of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath 
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die” (Gen. 
3:3). 


The Lord will especially judge the remnant of Baal (lord, master), and 
the Chemarims (Heb. kaw-mar [kaw-mawr’]; an ascetic, an idolatrous 
priest), along with Malcham, the chief god of the Ammonites. 


The Attraction of Idolatry 


The most popular concept of idolatry, is that of a carved image in the 
form of a person, animal, or a combination of the two, before which 
individuals attribute life and godlike powers, and bow down before it 
in an act of worship. Offerings are made to the idol, such as food, 
wine, an animal sacrifice, a human life, or even a child. The hands of 
Baal were outstretched, and red-hot to receive, and consume a 
sacrifice. 


Though God prohibited every form and expression of idol worship 
among the Hebrew people (Ex. 20:3, 4), they still followed after false 
gods. The question is, why? What was the attraction of idolatry? 
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Part of the attraction was the sensual nature of idolatry. Because 
worship is spiritual in nature, it appeals to the emotions, including the 
passions that include sexual inclinations. When the Bible speaks of a 
grove, the reference was to a wooden image, or a pillar representing 
Ashtoreth, a provocative sensual Canaanite goddess that encourage 
uninhibited sexual activity (Exodus 34:13; 2 Kings 21:7; 23:4). Phallic 
images were also erected to worship around. 


Though sensuality was encouraged in many forms of idolatry, 
economics was the undergirding principle which guided the 
participants. It was believed that Baal was the “rider of the clouds,” 
who brought rain, and blessed the earth. When Baal came to an area, 
“the heavens rained oil, the rivers ran with honey, mothers gave birth 
to healthy children, and even the dead could be raised. Little wonder, 
then, that when King Ahab chose to marry a woman from Baal 
territory, the farmers in Israel built a house for this new god, and 
welcomed him to the neighborhood. Study 1 Kings 16:31 (Practicing 
the King’s Economy, 

Michael Rhodes, Robby Holt, and Brian Fikkert,). 


Desperate people will do desperate things, including foolishly 
worshiping nature, or some expression of it. One reason why so many 
people today have turned to “saving” the planet, is because they have 
no faith in the one true God. “Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into 
an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
beasts, and creeping things” (Rom. 1:22-23). 


Ironically, despite all the advancements in science and technology, 
nothing has changed in the hearts of Fallen Men. The modern Secular 
Humanistic environmentalist sincerely believe that if they, as 
individuals, and collectively, can save the planet through man-made 
climate change, it will be to their economic benefit. Sex, money, 
power, and defiance of the living God, form a foundation on which 
idolatry is built. 


Because Jerusalem had given itself over to idolatry, false worship, and 
social injustice, the prophet goes into great detail how God will punish 
the princes of the city, and the king’s children, and those who are 
violent and deceitful (Zeph. 1:8, 9). The inhabitants of the district in 
Jerusalem, called Maktesh, shall be cut off ,and the wealth of the 
merchants shall vanish (Zeph. 1:11). 
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Doctrine of the Day of the Lord 


The Day of the Lord is an expression used seventeen times in the 
Old Testament, by eight authors, over a period of at least seven 
centuries. 


The Prophet The Years of Public Ministry 

e Isaiah 740-680 BC 

e Jeremiah 627-580 BC 

e Ezekiel 592-570 BC 

e Joel cannot be dated with certainty, c. 835 BC 
e Amos c. 755 BC 

e Obadiah 8" century prophet 

e Zephaniah 640-612 BC 

e Zechariah 520 BC 


If the expression in the Old Testament is isolated from its usage in 
historical context, and is catapulted into the future, then it may very 
well refer to one specific end time moment. 


However, it is more reasonable to consider the expression, in 
association with the various judgments, that God sent Israel, for 
idolatry and rebellion. 


These judgments are verified by history, so that it can be said, that 
the day of the Lord predicted, came, each time it was foretold. 


In other words, “the day of the Lord”, in the Old Testament, 
referred to any “day of judgment”, when the Lord came to discipline 
His people in righteousness. 


Many men of prophecy communicated this concept in their 
message. 


There was the Message of Isaiah 
“For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is 
proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall 
be brought low:” (Isaiah 2:12). 


“Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a 
destruction from the Almighty” (Isaiah 13:6). 
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“Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and 
fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the 
sinners thereof out of it” (Isaiah 13:9). 


Commentary 


All that Isaiah predicted came to pass in 722 BC, when the 
Northern Kingdom fell. The proud rulers of Israel were brought 
low; the Assyrians were an instrument of destruction from the 
Almighty; the land was desolate, and many sinners were 
destroyed. Once Israel was destroyed, the prophet warned Judah 
of judgment, not by the Assyrians, but by the Babylonians, even 
though this empire had not yet risen to power. 


There was the Message of Jeremiah 


“For this is the day of the LORD GOD of hosts, a day of 
vengeance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries: and the 
sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with 
their blood: for the Lord GOD of hosts hath a sacrifice in the 
north country by the river Euphrates” (Jer. 46:10). 


Commentary 


In Jeremiah, God is presented as being very patient. He has 
delayed His judgment in order to appeal to the people to repent. 
But the people defied God’s words, refused to listen to His 
prophets, and so the day of vengeance came in 586 BC. 


There was the Message of Ezekiel 


“Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge 
for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the 
LORD” (Ezek. 13:5). 


“For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near, a cloudy 
day; it shall be the time of the heathen” (Ezek. 30:3). 


Commentary 


Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the city of Jerusalem in three stages. 
In 605 BC he forced the surrender of Jehoiakim and took key 
hostages of leading families, including Daniel and his friends. 
Then, in 597 BC Nebuchadnezzar returned to put down the 
rebellion against his rule. Ten thousand hostages were carried 
off into captivity, including Jehoiachin and Ezekiel (b. 622 BC, 
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deported 597 BC; died 560 BC). Finally, in 586 BC, after a long 
siege, the Holy City was destroyed. Ezekiel prophesied among 
the Jewish exiles in Babylon during the last days of Judah’s 
decline and fall. All that he predicted came to pass. The house of 
Israel could not stand in the day of Battle. Life was at the mercy 
of those guided by moral darkness in their souls. It was the time 
of the heathen. 


There was the Message of Joel 


According to Joel the day of the Lord should be associated with a 
plague of locust on the land. Moses had warned that God would 
bring a plague to the land (Deuteronomy 28:38, 42). 


“Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a 
destruction from the Almighty shall it come” (Joel 1:15). 


“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy 
mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day 
of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand” (Joel 2:1). 


“And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp 
is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day 
of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?” 
(Joel 2:11). 


“Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of 
the LORD is near in the valley of decision” (Joel 3:14). 


There was the Message of Amos 
“Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it 
for you? the day of the LORD is darkness, and not light” (Amos 
9:18). 


Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? Even 
very dark, and no brightness in it?” (Amos 5:20). 


Commentary 


366 


Amos prophesied in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah (reigned, 
767-739 BC), and in the days of Jeroboam II (reigned, 782-753 
BC) the son of Joash, king of Israel. Amos anticipated the 722 BC 
Assyrian captivity of Israel (Amos 7:11) and the fact that the sins 
of the people were so great they desired as it were the day of the 
Lord or the day of divine visitation in judgment. And the day of 
the Lord came. Because Amos ministered in a time of economic 
prosperity, and military security, his prophetic voice was 
ignored. 


There was the Message of Obadiah 


“For the day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: as thou 
hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return 
upon thine own head” (Obadiah 15). 


Commentary 


The message of Obadiah was a message of destruction against 
Edom for its cruelty to Judah. What Obadiah predicted came to 
pass, for “the day of the Lord” drew near and then arrived. Edom 
was made small among the nations, and was cut off. During the 
rule of the Maccabees, the Edomites were completely subdued, 
and even forced to conform to Jewish laws and rites, and submit 
to the government of Jewish prefects. 


The Edomites were then incorporated into the Jewish nation, and 
the whole province was often termed by Greek and Roman 
writers, "Idumaea." Immediately before the siege of Jerusalem by 
Titus, twenty thousand Idumaeans were admitted to the Holy 
City, which they filled with robbery and bloodshed. 


From this time, the Edomites, as a separate people, disappear 
from the pages of history. Scriptural indications that they were 
idolaters (2 Chronicles 25:14-15, 20) are amply confirmed and 
illuminated by discoveries at Petra (The New Unger's Bible 
Dictionary). 


There was Message of Zephaniah 
“Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of 


the LORD is at hand: for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he 
hath bid his guests” (Zeph. 1:7). 
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“The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth 
greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man 
shall cry there bitterly” (Zeph. 1:14). 


Commentary 


Zephaniah describes the coming Day of Judgment upon Judah. 
The holiness of God was not going to allow Judah to go 
unpunished. That day came, though a righteous remnant did 
survive, also according to prophecy (Zeph. 3:9-20) to call upon 
the Lord, with a remnant of righteous Gentiles admist much 
rejoicing. That remnant is called the Church today. 


There was the message of Zechariah 


“Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be 
divided in the midst of thee” (Zech. 14:1). 


Commentary 


In the Zechariah 14:1 passage, the day of the Lord refers to the 
coming of judgment upon Judah, by vindicating His justice, by 
punishing the wicked, and then saving His elect people (Joel 
2:31; 3:14; Mal 4:1,5). And, once more, this happened. 


There are only a few options to consider. To dismiss the “day of the 
Lord” from its historical usage as a warning of judgment, and to deny 
its historical fulfillment means: 


God kept His word, and the “day of the Lord” came as predicted 
with each divine visitation. Believing in a literal fulfillment of the 
predictive message resolves all the questions that are posed by 
those who either deny the historical narrative, or look for future 
fulfillment on some level. 


God did not keep his word, and whatever happened historically 
to the nations is not part of predictive prophecy. 


God will yet keep His word. 


There is a dual fulfillment of these Old Testament predictions. 
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Apart from clear New Testament statements, that the “day” of our 
Lord Jesus is the same as the “day of the Lord” of the Old 
Testament, it would seem to be best to consider that what God said 
would happen to those people, did happen, in a literal manner. The 
“day of the Lord” came, and came again, and again. 
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The impending destruction on Jerusalem is real, it is complete, and it 
is devastating. No human can turn the army from coming. What the 
people can do is to seek the Lord. This is encouraged in Zephaniah 
2:3. “Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought 
[kept] his judgment [commandments]; seek righteousness, seek 
meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger.” 


The word for seek (Heb. baqgash [baw-kash’]) means “to search out”, 
“to strive after.” The Lord is to be sought in worship, in prayer, in the 
Scriptures, and in the counsel of others. Those who seek the Lord 
become the faithful remanent, according to the election of grace 
(Zeph. 2:3; Isaiah 10:21; Romans 11:5). 


There is the Day of the Lord’s Judgment on the Nations: Zephaniah 
2:4 - 3:8 


The nations around Judah shall not be spared in the Day of the Lord. 
The Philistines, the Moabites, the Ammonites, and the Assyrians, who 
are guilty of violence, and self-exaltation shall be judged. They too 
Shall fall before the might and power of Babylon. Gaza shall be 
forsaken. Ashkelon shall be left desolate. Ekron shall be rooted up. 
Misery is to come to the Cherethites, from Crete. 


While warning the nations, Zephaniah speaks again to Jerusalem in 
particular, for God’s main controversy is with the people of His 
Covenant. Jerusalem is in trouble. Nevertheless, the Lord is 
astonished at how resilient the people are to their troubles, and to His 
wrath. “I said, surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; 
so, their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished them: 
but they rose early, and corrupted all their doings” (Zeph. 3:7). Evil is 
militant, and will fight to the bitter end against the Lord and His 
Anointed. Despite the maniacal determination of sinners to oppose the 
Lord, God will still gather all the nations and judge them. Jerusalem 
will be included. 


There is the Day of Hope and Mercy: Zephaniah 3:9-20 
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Though the Lord can be very harsh, so that His wrath is like a 
consuming fire, there is also mercy with the Lord, as the final section 
of Zephaniah testifies. God does not want to annihilate people, but to 
preserve, purify, and provide for them. The time was to come when 
the Lord will bring all the nations of the earth into a state of peace 
and unity. Everyone will speak a pure language, and call upon the 
Lord God, and serve Him with one consent (Zeph. 3:9). In that day, 
Jerusalem will have nothing to fear (Zeph. 3:16). 


When the Lord visits the earth in grace and mercy, there will be a 
place of worship in Jerusalem, for the remnant will sing and rejoice. In 
the celebration of His mercy and grace, God will sing a song with joy 
in His heart. “The Lord your God is among you, as a strong Saviour: 
he will be glad over you with joy, he will make his love new again, he 
will make a song of joy over you as in the time of a holy feast” (Zeph. 
3:17). Prior to His arrest, leading to His death at Calvary, the Bible 
says that Jesus sang a hymn (Mark 14:26). It is a lovely image of our 
Lord. 


The message for the Church is familiar. Let the Church repent. Let 
the Church hope in the Lord. Let the Church seek the Lord God. Let 
the Church sing a new song to the Savior. Let the Church gather with 
the nations to worship God. 


“Give unto the LORD 
the glory due unto his name; 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.” 


~Psalms 29:2 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
HAGGAI 


Haggai, around 520 BC 


Background 


Though a prophet of God to the Southern Kingdom of Judah, Haggai 
has no recorded genealogy, nor does it matter, for the message is 
more important than the man. As he ministered in 520 BC, between 
the Sixth and Nine Month, Elul (August / September) and Kislev 
(November - December), Haggai called upon the people to evaluate 
their lives. “Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; consider 
your ways” (Haggai 1:50). Why? Because there was work to be done. 
The unfinished Temple must be completed 


Introduction 


Though a small book, the message of the prophet Haggai (Heb. 
“festive”) looms large in the story of Israel’s history. The narrative 
takes place within the context of God’s constant controversy with His 
Hebrew people. For centuries the prophets had pleaded, warned, and 
cajoled the nation of Israel to do right, and to live right before the 
Lord. A predictable cycle emerged. 


Israel’s Cyclical Relationship 
With God 


Israel would be in favor with God. 

Then, the people would rebel and engage in idolatry and injustice. 
The prophets arose to warn the people of their wicked ways. 
There was a Call to repent. 
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e The Hebrew people hardened their hearts against the Lord, and 
His anointed ones. 

e This led to severe judgment. 

e When the people repented, the Lord restored His Covenant 
blessings. 


In the sixth century BC, the particular instrument God warned He 
would use to discipline Judah was the Babylonian Empire, ruled over 
by King Nebuchadnezzar (605 - 562 BC) who had succeeded his 
father Nabopolassar, founder in 6226 BC of the great empire by 
declaring himself king, after he rebelled against the Assyrian ruler. 


In 586 BC, Nebuchadnezzar did move against Judah. The city of 
Jerusalem was destroyed, including Solomon’s Temple, and many 
citizens were taken into exile. This Babylonian Captivity lasted for 70 
years. 


The prophet Haggai gave his series of addresses about 46 years after 
Jerusalem fell. The results of his work is recorded. 


Basically, Haggai, in five short addresses, exhorts the people of God to 
resume work on the Second Temple. The rebuilding of the Holy 
Temple in Jerusalem had been one of the primary reasons for some of 
the Jews to return to Judah in 538 BC, with the gracious permission of 
Cyrus, the Persian king, who took over Babylon. 


After the death of Cyrus the Great, and his son Cambyses, Darius 
became ruler of the Persian Empire, and extended the benevolent 
policies of Cyrus toward the Jews. Darius personally appointed 
Zerubbabel, an heir of the line of David, as the proxy governor of 
Judah, with the specific commission to resume work on the Temple, 
which had begun earlier by Sheshbazzar. 


When the Jews, led by Joshua, the High Priest, and Zerubbabel, the 
governor, initially returned to Judah to rebuild the Temple, some 
rejoiced, but others wept when they remembered the former glory of 
Solomon’s Temple. “But many of the priests and Levites and chief of 
the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, 
when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept 
with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy” (Ezra 3:12). 


Time lapsed, and the enthusiasm for rebuilding the Temple ceased. 
Haggai, along with Zechariah, helped Zerubbabel to stir the people up 
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to work once more on the Holy Temple. In 520 BC, Haggai gave a 
series of messages to the people of Judah. 


The First Message: Consider Your Ways: Haggai 1:1-15 
Date: The First Day of the Month Elul (August-September) 


Haggai charges the people with misplaced priorities. The people were 
spending all of their resources renovating and rebuilding their own 
homes, while the Holy Temple was being neglected. The Temple laid 
in ruins from its destruction in 586 BC. A whole generation had arisen 
that did not know what it was like to worship the Lord in His Holy 
Temple. The children had not been brought up in the nurture 
(commandments) and admonitions (laws) of the Lord. 


There was a generation that were taught not to value their religious 
traditions and belief. The young, by benign neglect, had been taught 
that self is more important than the Messiah-Savior. God was not in 
their thoughts. But, the Lord, His Word, and His work should have 
been on the hearts of His people. Haggai protests what is going on, 
and demands people to consider their ways. 


By way of personal application, have you considered your own way in 
your spiritual life? 


Question. 


Have you walked to Jesus, to ask for forgiveness of sin? 


Question. 


Have you walked by the side of the Lord so closely, that people know 
you have been with Jesus? “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, 
they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been 
with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 


Question. 
Have you walked faithfully with God, as Enoch did? (Gen. 5:22-24). 


By way of national application, let the message go forth that societies 
that do not consider their ways, will find themselves under God’s 
judgment, amplified in Five Cycles of Divine Discipline (Lev. 26:14- 
38). Haggai notes the following about the social situation in Judah. 


The people sow, but bring in a poor harvest. 
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The people drink, but are never satisfied. 

The people are clothed, but not warmed. 

The people work hard, but never have enough money. 
The people look for much, but saw little. 

Why was all of this happening? 

Why was there famine in the Land? 

Why were there no early or latter rains? 


Why was there a drought upon the mountains, the corn, the new wine, 
the oil, the cattle, and the crops? 


The answer is given by the prophet Haggai in verse 9 of chapter 1. It 
was because the Temple laid in ruins, while the people ran into their 
own houses to furnish them. 


Was there anything that could be done about the situation? Was there 
anything that would cause rain to fall from heaven, and have crops 
produce once more? Was there any way to remove the drought from 
the land? 


Herein is the good news. Herein is the gospel. Something could be 
done. 


The people could go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build 
the house (Haggai 1:8a). It was as simple, and as difficult as that. 
There was a promise for gospel obedience. “I will take pleasure in it, 
and I will be glorified, saith the Lord” (Haggai 1:8b). 


The Bible says that the people took to heart what the prophet said. 
They believed God. They believed that if they obeyed, the Lord would 
honor those who once more honored Him. By faith, and by fear, the 
people were motivated, and they went back to work reconstructing 
the Holy Temple (Haggai 1:12 cf. Ezra 5:1-2). 


-The Second Message (One Month Later): The Desire of all 
Nations: Haggai 2:1-9 


In the seventh month, called Tishri (Sept - Oct), Haggai turned his 
attention to address some of the disillusionments associated with the 
reconstruction project. The reason for the discouragement among the 
people was the Temple itself. It was nothing compared to the glory of 
Solomon’s Temple, which had been finished in the twelfth year of his 
reign, in 827 BC. On that grand and glorious occasion, the Ark of the 
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Covenant had been brought into the Temple in the midst of the 
inaugural celebrations that lasted for seven days. None of that was 
going to happen in 520 BC. Therefore, the motivation to finish the 
Temple was low. 


To encourage the hearts of the people, Haggai reminded the people 
that God is a Keeper of the Covenant. There is a bright and glorious 
future for the Kingdom of God on earth. Appealing to the earlier 
prophets Isaiah (9; 60-62), and Micah (4-5), Haggai points to the New 
Jerusalem, the place from which God will redeem all the nations on 
the earth. 


“For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I 
will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; 7 
And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: 
and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts” (Haggai 
2:6, 7). 


There is yet to be an era of peace on earth, and good will to all men. 
Therefore, the Temple is to place a key role in God’s plan for the ages. 
“The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, 
saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the 
LORD of hosts” (Haggai 2:9). Haggai encourages the people to work 
with faith in the future, and happiness in their hearts, that they can be 
part of advancing the kingdom of God. 


The Third Message (Two Months Later): The Question of Ritual 
Purity: Haggai 2:10-19 


On the 24" day of the month Kislev (Nov - Dec), in 520 BC, the 
prophet Haggai engaged the priests of Israel in a conversation about 
ritual purity, based on the Law of Moses in the Book of Leviticus. 


Haggai: “If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his 
skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat (food), 
Shall it be holy?” 


The Priests: “No!” 


Haggai: “If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, 
shall it be unclean?” 


The Priests: “It shall be unclean!” 


376 


The Point of the Prophet 


“Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this people, and so is this 
nation before me, saith the LORD; and so is every work of their hands; 
and that which they offer there is unclean” (Haggai 2:14). 


If the present generation does not repent, and turn from wicked 
thoughts and behavior, if injustice and indifference is not renounced, 
then, whatever work people do, whatever the workers build, including 
the New Temple, will be impure. It is only by keeping the Covenant, in 
sincerity, that God will bless the labor involved in rebuilding the 
Temple. A true relationship with the Lord comes from the heart, not a 
cold calculation of the head. 


This is an important point to keep in mind, because it is possible to 
engage in acts of ministry simply for the sake of some personal 
financial benefit, or another form of profitable reward, and not 
because it is the right thing to do, and will bring glory to God. 


“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who 
can know it?” (Jer. 17:9). “The Devil is a thing,” noted Charles 
Spurgeon. “My heart can be more wicked than the Devil.” Because 
this is true, every person must pray and ask the Lord to change their 
heart, which He has promised to do. 


The Prayer Requested. “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10). 


The Prayer Honored. “A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh” (Ezekiel 36:26). 


The Challenge 
The Exodus Generation The Exiled Generation 
Obedience and Blessing 
or 


Disobedience and Destruction 


The Fourth Message: The Shaking of the Heavens and the 
Earth: Haggai 2:20-23 
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The final message of the prophet Haggai draws attention to the 
promise of God’s kingdom being established. There is Divine 
certainty. 


“I will shake the heavens and the earth,” saith the Lord. “I will 
overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength 
(power) of the kingdoms of the heathen. I will overthrow the chariots, 
and those that ride in them.” 


The image Haggai sets before the people is that of the Sovereign God 
of the Universe. This is no begging deity, gently knocking at the door 
of the heart, asking to be let inside. This is the LORD God who 
crashes and burns all that is in His way, as He works out His own 
eternal plan in the person of Jesus Christ, typified in Zerubbabel, 
God’s servant. “I will!” says the Lord. 


Finally, in prophetic language, God promised to make His Chosen One 
a signet, or a seal, of His Covenant promises being kept. God kept His 
word. 


The miracles Jesus performed, and the fact that He was raised from 
the dead, confirm that prophesy is fulfilled in the person and work of 
the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Jesus is the “signet” of whom Haggai spoke. 
“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses” (Acts 
2:32). 


Let the nations rejoice. Let Christians labor in faith and holy fear, 
while keeping Covenant with the Lord. 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
ZECHARIAH 


Zechariah, perhaps around 518 BC 


Background 


During the reign of Darius, the Mede (Sept. 22, 522 BC to Oct, 486 
BC), God sent the prophet Zechariah (Heb. “God remembered”) to 
minister to the Southern Kingdom of Judah, which had gone into exile 
in 586 BC. God had something specific He wanted individuals to hear. 
“Therefore, say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Turn ye 
unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the 
Lord of hosts” (Zech. 1:3). The hearts of many had to be encouraged 
with this thought: God will always remember His people. 


Introduction 


Like Haggai, Zechariah was called by God to encourage, and exhort 
the people of Jerusalem to complete the construction of the Holy 
Temple, having returned from the Babylonian Exile. “Then the 
prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, 
prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the 
name of the God of Israel, even unto them. 2 Then rose up Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build 
the house of God which is at Jerusalem: and with them were the 
prophets of God helping them” (Ezra 5:1-2). 


The prophet Jeremiah had foretold the Babylonian Exile would last for 
seventy years (Jer. 25:11; 29:10-14). That part of the prophecy came 
true, as did another part of the prophecy in which it was predicted 
that God would regather His people, and build a New Temple, from 
which He would rule over all nations (Jer. 30 - 33). 
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It all happened. 


The people of God were allowed to return to Jerusalem, the Temple 
was rebuilt, the Messiah came to the Temple, and, in the person of 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah - King, all power was given to Him, in 
heaven and earth, to rule over the nations. 


“Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession” (Psalm 2:8). 


“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth” (Matt. 28:18). 


“The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)” (Acts 10:36). 


It cannot be said that part of the prophesy of Jeremiah has been 
fulfilled, but not the rest of his prophesy. That would make Jeremiah 
to be a false prophet (Deut. 18:15-20). 


Let the earth know. Jesus is Lord. Jesus Christ, the risen Savior is, not 
shall be, but, is King of kings and Lord of lords. Prophesy is fulfilled. 


“Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15). 


“And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first 
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood” 
(Rev. 1:5). 


“And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16). 


At first, there was great enthusiasm for the reconstruction of the 
Temple. But, with the passing of time, the people grew weary with the 
project, and the building program was allowed to lapse. The people 
needed encouragement to resume the work of the Lord. 


Introduction: Zechariah 1:1-6 


The Book of the Prophet of Zechariah begins with an exhortation for 
Israel to repent, and not be as their fathers and forefathers. The 
prophets had cried, “Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your 
evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the 
Lord” (Zech. 1:3). 


By the grace and power of God, the people in Zechariah’s day did 
humble themselves, and repent, at first. 
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A Series of Eight Night Time Visions: Zechariah 1:7 - 8 


The purpose of the dreams, some of which are strange and unusual, 
was to provide a message for the moment, and hope for the future. A 
study of the dreams of Jacob (Gen. 28), Joseph (Gen. 37), and Pharaoh 
(Gen. 11) will prove to be helpful in considering the night time visions 
of Zechariah. 


Zechariah’s Visions in the Night 


First Vision: Four Horsemen are Among Mpyrtle_ Trees: 
Zechariah 1:7-17 


In the First Vision, the world is at peace, reflecting the time of the 
Jews under the rule of the Persians guided by Darius the Mede. That 
is of no ultimate consequence, for God will remember His word 
through the prophet Jeremiah, and will honor it. There will be a return 
to the Land of Promise. Let the people of God rejoice. The Lord God 
watches over the nations, and rules them with a rod of iron (Psalm 
103:19; Psalms 47:2; Prov. 8:15; Daniel 4:17; Prov. 21:1; Acts 4:27- 
28). 


Second Vision: Four Horns and Four Carpenters: Zechariah 
1:18-21 


In Scripture, horns often refer to power. In a night vision, Zechariah 
sees the horns of the nations which initially attacked and dispersed 
Israel, Assyria, and Babylon. But then Zechariah sees these horns, or 
empires, are scattered by carpenters (Heb. charash [khaw-rawsh], 
craftsman) a symbol of Persia. 


Third Vision: A Man Measuring Jerusalem: Zechariah 2:1-13 
The hopes and dreams of the Jews in exile will be realized. Jerusalem 


shall be rebuilt. That is the message of the man with the measuring 
line in his hand. 


Fourth Vision: Joshua the Priest: Zechariah 3:1-10 
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Joshua is given new garments, a new turban, indicating God’s mercy 
and grace, and an angelic promise. If Joshua is faithful, he will 
become a symbol of Messiah, who is both Priest and King. “And he 
answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take 
away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I 
have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee 
with change of raiment” (3:4). 


If Israel is faithful to the Covenant, they too will be clothed in 
righteousness, as will be all the saints of God in every generation. 


Old Testament Era. “I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my 
judgment was as a robe and a diadem” (Job 29:14). 


New Testament Era. “And to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the 
righteousness of saints” (Rev. 19:8). 


Fifth Vision: A Candlestick and Two Olive Trees: Zechariah 4:1- 
14 


In the vision of the two olive trees, which are in turn a symbol of two 
golden lamps, which are then identified as the two anointed leaders, 
Joshua and Zerubbabel, the message is given that the men must be 
dependent on the Spirit of God, and nothing, and no one else. There is 
a good reason. God’s people must be dependent on Him alone, for the 
totality of their existence, and sustenance. 


By way of application, placing one’s trust in the Lord God is easier to 
do when the believer remembers the resurrected Christ has made us 
kings, represented by Zerubbabel, the royal heir, and priests, 
represented by Joshua, the High Priest. Saints in all the ages, rejoice, 
The Lord “hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (Rev. 1:6). 

By His divine power, the Lord “hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that 
hath called us to glory and virtue” (2 Peter 1:3). 


Sixth Vision: The Flying Scroll: Zechariah 5:1-4 


In this vision Zechariah is astonished to see a roll of books, or scroll, 
flying through the air. It is a large scroll measuring twenty by ten 
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cubits, or thirty by fifteen feet when it is unrolled. There is writing on 
both sides of the scroll. The meaning of what is written is revealed to 
Zechariah. 


The scroll is a curse to those thieves, or those who steal from others. 
Their judgment is written on one side of the scroll. The scroll is also a 
curse to those who take the name of the Lord God in vain, by swearing 
falsely. The message is simple. Those who break Covenant are judged 
already, indicated by the scroll entering, and destroying the homes of 
the thieves, and violators, of the Covenant. 


The heart remembers another writing in Scripture for lawbreakers. 
The tablets of stone on which Moses received the Ten Commandments 
on Mount Sinai are divided. On one side are four commandments, 
setting forth a person’s responsibility to God. On the other side are six 
commandments, setting forth a person’s responsibility to others. 


God does not hold a person guiltless that breaks Covenant with Him, 
or with others. There is a payday, someday, whereby every person will 
be held accountable for the life lived. “For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). 


Seventh Vision: A Woman in an Ephah (Basket): Zechariah 5:5- 
11 


An Ephah was a unit of dry measure, like a bushel, only smaller. The 
dry measure was placed in a basket and carried about. 


The woman symbolizes centuries of the cyclical sin of rebellion of 
Israel. She is carried into captivity by other women with wings of a 
stork. While these women with wings of a stork are not specifically 
called angels, they do serve as agents of God to carry out the fate of 
the woman (wickedness). The lid of lead is closed upon the ephah. 
Lead is of no value. It is a counterfeit of gold, heavy in weight, but 
without intrinsic value or beauty. Because she has no value, the 
woman is removed from the land, and taken to the Land of Shinar, 
perhaps a reference to Babylon. 
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The tower of Babel was built in Shinar. The king of Shinar opposed 
Abraham. Isaiah prophesied God would bring out a remnant of His 
people from Shinar, which presupposes He put them there for some 
reason. Study Genesis 11:2-9; 14:1; Isaiah 11:11; Daniel 1:1-2 


Eighth Vision: Horsemen, Chariots, Two Mountains, and 
Joshua: Zechariah 6:1-15 


In an eighth vision in the night, Zechariah saw four chariots coming 
from between two mountains of brass. In Scripture, brass is identified 
with judgment. In order to protect the Jews, God had to judge those 
who moved to harm them. By protecting His people, the Covenant 
with Abraham was kept. The Lord had promised the patriarch saying, 
“T will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). 


The ingredients of a chariot included wheels, iron, and horses. The 
Assyrians knew how to smelt iron, while the Egyptians enjoyed 
breeding horses. Caught between these nations of power and wealth 
were the Israelites, guarded by spiritual chariots, or angels (v.5), 
which maneuvered behind the scenes to provide protection for the 
people of the Covenant. 


Zechariah saw there were red horses, black horses, white horses, and 
grisled, or spotted horses; a bay horse had a reddish body and a black 
tail. 


As Zechariah considered the vision he asked, “What are these, my 
lord?” Five times Zechariah asked this same question. Study 
Zechariah 1:9; 4:4, 11; 6:4; 13:6. 


A principle is established. It is important to ask the Lord for wisdom 
often. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 
1:5). A divine understanding of the visions was given to Zechariah in 
Zechariah 6: 5 - 8. 


In the second part of the eighth vision, the coronation of Joshua is 
brought forth. Joshua is to wear two crowns, the crown of a priest, 
and the crown of a king. In doing this, Joshua will be a type of the 
Messiah, who is both Priest and King. 
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The heart of the New Testament Church remembers that Christians 
are not left out of the vision, by way of application, for the Messiah, 
Jesus Christ, has also made “us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (Rev. 
1:6). 


At the conclusion of the night visions, Zechariah has a question for the 
people. The Lord wants to know if the people will be faithful to the 
Covenant blessings, and honor Him by keeping His commandments, 
and loving Him. That is a question which each generation must 
answer. 


The King is Coming: Zechariah 9 - 11 


The person and work of the coming king is described by Zechariah in 
chapters 9 - 11. The prophet predicts the Messiah would come to the 
New Jerusalem in a humble manner, riding on a donkey, rather than a 
majestic prancing horse, only to be rejected as the Shepherd of Israel. 
The Messiah-King is rejected by the people, and then by the national 
and priestly shepherd-leaders of Israel. 


In His holy wrath, the Lord turns the people, the sheep of Israel, over 
to the corrupt shepherd-leaders of the nation, which generates the 
question as to whether or not Israel shall always reject the Messiah- 
King, or repent. 


From the vantage point of history, and with the completion of the New 
Testament revelation, two observations can be made. 


First, let the record state that prophesy has been fulfilled in the 
person of Jesus Christ. As the coming King of whom Zechariah spoke, 
Jesus is Himself a Prophet, Priest, and King, today, tomorrow, and 
forever. 


Consider what Jesus said about Himself. “And beginning at Moses and 
all the prophets, he expounded unto them in al/ the scriptures the 
things concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). 


Jesus is Prophet. “I will raise them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he 
shall speak unto them all that I shall command him” (Acts 18:18). 
Speaking about Christ, Stephen said before the Sanhedrin, “This is 
that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the 
Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him 
shall ye hear” (Acts 7:37). 
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Jesus is Priest. “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
profession. 15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:14-16). 


Jesus is King. “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 


“Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an 
ass's colt” John 12:15). 


“Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus 
answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and 
for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice” 
(john 18:37). 


“And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING 
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16). 


Second, let the record state that Israel shall not always reject their 
King, because Israel has not always rejected their Messiah. 


In the first century, following His resurrection, multitudes bowed 
before Jesus, and embraced Him as Messiah, who is Prophet, Priest, 
and King. 


On the Day of Pentecost, three thousand souls embraced Jesus, as he 
was proclaimed by Peter. “Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). 


Soon after, five thousand more believed. “Howbeit many of them 
which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about 
five thousand” (Acts 4:4). 


When writing to the believers in Rome, many of whom were Jewish 
converts, Paul reminded his readers of the promise of God. 
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“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 26 
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out 
of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 27 
For this is my Covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins” 
(Rom. 11:25). 


Paul’s point is not that God shall keep His Covenant sometime in the 
distant future, but God has kept His Covenant with His people. 


The One that “shall come out of Sion”, has come out of Sion. The One 
who was to be the Deliverer, has come to deliver. Jesus said this of 
Himself in the first sermon He preached. “And there was delivered 
unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the 
book, he found the place where it was written, 18 The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised” (Luke 4:17-18). 


The One who shall “turn away ungodliness from Jacob”, has turned 
away ungodliness from Jacob. “Yea, and all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 14 But 
continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;15 And that 
from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works” (2 Tim. 3:12-17). 


The One who shall “take away their sins”, has taken away their sins. 
“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). “And he is the propitiation for 
our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world” (1 John 2:2). 


The Messianic Kingdom: Zechariah 12-14 


Because God’s people will not reject the Messiah, in the kingdom of 
the Messiah, justice will be confirmed, injustice will be avenged, and 
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the rebellion in the heart’s of God people will be confronted in a 
surprising way. 


God’s People do not reject their Messiah. “My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). “All that 
the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 


Injustice will be Avenged. “For true and righteous are his 
judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the 
earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants 
at her hand” (Rev. 19:2). 


Rebellion is Confronted. The unusual way the Lord deals with the 
rebellion of His people is by pouring out His Spirit upon them, and 
giving them a new heart, with the capacity to repent and weep over 
sins. 


“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as 
one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as 
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn” (Zech. 12:10). 


“This is the Covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds 
will I write them; 17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no 
more. 18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering 
for sin” (Heb. 10:16-18). 


1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood. 


See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
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Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all. 


~Isaac Watts 


There are wonderful blessings which the prophet sees in the New 
Jerusalem. It will become a gathering point for all the nations. The 
city of Jerusalem becomes a New Garden of Eden, from which flows a 
river of living water, bringing healing to all of creation. 


On this happy scene the Book of Zechariah ends, but not the 
narrative, for, by way of application, the prophesies of Zechariah are 
confirmed in the New Testament as being fulfilled in Christ. Of all the 
Old Testament Scripture, the words of the prophet are quoted often in 
the New Testament. There are no less than 35 references, or allusions 
to Zechariah. Consider some of the following passages. 


The King comes to Zion (Jerusalem) humble and riding on a 
donkey. 


“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of 
Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and 
having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the 
foal of an ass” (Zech. 9:9). 


“Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass” (Matt. 
2A). 


“Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an 
ass's colt” John 21:15). 


The Messiah is betrayed for 30 pieces of silver. 


“And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price 
that I was prised [valued] at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of 
silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the Lord” (Zech. 
Le 13), 


“Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy [Jeremiah] the 
prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price 
of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did 
value” (Matt. 27:9). 
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Observe 


Most of the words in the quotation are from Zech. 11:12,13, but the 
content is also closely related to Jer. 19:1-13, which is a prophecy 
of judgment for the shedding of innocent blood (Jer. 19:4). 


Jeremiah twice speaks of a potter Jer. 19:1,11), and Matthew’s 
“Field of Blood” recalls his designation of Tophet as the “Valley of 
Slaughter” (Jer. 19:6), which also was to become a burial ground 
(Jer. 19:11). Matthew finds in Judas’s and the priests’ actions a 
fulfillment of the judgment prophecies of Zechariah and Jeremiah” 
(The Reformation Study Bible, Ligonier Ministries) 


The people will look on the Messiah whom they have pierced. 


“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn” (Zech. 12:10). 


“And again, another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom 
they pierced” (John 19:37). 


“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and 
they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him. Even so, Amen” (Rev. 1:7). 


The Shepherd is struck and the sheep scatter. 


“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that 
is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little 
ones” (Zech. 13:7). 


“Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me 
this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep 
of the flock shall be scattered abroad” (Matt. 26:31). 


“And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me 
this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep 
shall be scattered” (Mark 14:27). 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
MALACHI 


Malachi, perhaps around 450 or 420 BC 


About one hundred years after the Jews returned from their seventy 
years in Exile in Babylon, which began in 586 BC with the fall of 
Jerusalem, the Lord sent His prophet Malachi (my angel; my 
messenger) to the people. The precise date of the book cannot be 
determined with certainty, but it is known the Prophet ministered 
after the Second Temple had been rebuilt (Mal. 1:10; 3:1, 10), and the 
Edomites had suffered military defeat from a foreign invader, perhaps 
the Nabateans (1 Macc. 5:25), an Arabic people of unknown origin, 
who came to dwell in the territory between the Dead Sea and the Gulf 
of Aqaba. The date, c. 440 - 400 BC. 


Though the Nabateans were conquered by Pompey in 63 BC, their 
presence and influence in the region of Edom and Moab continued. 
The apostle Paul was almost arrested by the Nabateans in Damascus 
(2 Cor. 11:32), despite having preached the gospel in Arabia. 


Hopes and Dreams 


When the Jews returned from the Babylonia Exile, they had many 
hopes and dreams. The people wanted to rebuild the Temple, worship 
the Lord, keep the Law of Moses, and live quiet and productive lives 
as they waited for the Messiah. The kingdom of God would then be 
established over all the earth. Israel would be united as a nation. The 
enemies of the Jews would be punished, and righteousness would 
prevail. 


The Cycle of Life 


Many of the hopes and dreams of the Jews returning from the 
Babylonian Exile did not materialize. Individuals proved to be just as 
corrupt and unjust as their fathers, and their forefathers had been. 
God was forgotten. Spiritual, moral, and physical poverty prevailed. 


391 


The harshness of reality demoralized the people in Palestine. Some 
noticed a distinct Cycle of National Life in the Land of Promise. 


Each Cycle brought sin, divine discipline, repentance, forgiveness, 
and restoration. The prophet Malachi explored the depths of human 
depravity, and recorded how corrupt the generation in which he lived 
had become. 


Israel in the Dock 


Using the image of a courtroom setting, the Lord God makes a 
statement to Israel, which is followed by her rebuttal in the form of a 
strong disagreement, or a question, as if God were in the dock, or on 
the witness stand. Ultimately, God has the last word in each instance. 


Doubting the Love and Faithfulness of God: Malachi 1:1-5 


The Lord speaks and says, “I love you.” Malachi 
1:1-2a 
The people respond and ask, “How have you loved us?” 
Malachi 1:2b 
The Lord answers by declaring, “I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau.” 
Malachi 1:2c - 1:3a 


While God showed much grace and mercy to Esau, and his 
descendants, the special, electing love of God for Jacob, and his 
posterity, is evident throughout Scripture. To Jacob was given the 
Covenant promises, including the coming Messiah. The linage of Esau 
would not fare so well (Gen. 25 - 27; Obadiah). 


Defiling the Second Temple: Malachi 1:6 - 2: 9 


The Lord speaks and says, “Where is mine honour?” 
Malachi 1:6b 

The people respond by asking, “How have we despised your name?” 
Malachi 1:6c 

The Lord answers, telling the people how they have dishonored Him. 
Malachi 1:7ff 


The Lord is specific. The people do not bring their best to Him, but 
they do offer the sick and blemished animals. The priests do not just 
tolerate the corrupted form of worship, they participate in the 
religious rituals that have no corresponding reality in the heart. 


Divorce and Idolatry: Malachi 2:10 - 17 
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The Lord denounces the people for their idolatry, and easy divorces. 
Malachi 2:10 

The people respond by asking how they can be accused of such things. 
Malachi 2:11-14 

The Lord answers by reminding the people that He is weary with sin. 
Malachi 2:15-17 


During the Babylonian Captivity, there were men who married women 
outside the Covenant of faith, who led them into acts of idolatry (Neh. 
13). Rather than repent of the sin of idolatry, and lead their foreign 
wives to the one true God in worship, men began to divorce their 
wives. If the men of Israel thought divorce would please the Lord, 
they were wrong. God hates divorce. “For the Lord, the God of Israel, 
saith that he hateth putting away” (Malachi 2:16). 


In addition to the sin of destroying the basic family unit, God was 
weary with the words of the people of Israel, who defended the evil 
they do, by feigning ignorance of breaking the Law. “What have we 
done wrong?”, the people dared to ask the Lord. “How have we 
wearied God?” The lack of self-awareness in basic acts of decency, 
and morality, is the epitome of spiritual blindness. 


Since the Hebrew people feigned ignorance of their transgression, the 
Lord spoke to them plainly. “Children of Israel. Listen to Me. When 
you say that everyone that does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, 
and He delighteth in them, you weary me. And when you make a 
mockery of my longsuffering towards you, by asking sarcastically, 
‘Where is the God of judgment?’, you exhaust my grace, mercy, and 
patience” (Mal. 3:17). 


Come the Conquering Messiah: Malachi 3:1-6 


Though a new generation of Jews had wearied God, and provoked 
Him, the Lord was still determined to manifest grace and mercy, for 
there is a depth to divine love that cannot be fathomed. “Behold,” said 
the Lord, “I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 
temple, even the messenger of the Covenant, whom ye delight in: 
behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts” (Malachi 3:1). 


Let the people rejoice. Ah, but let the nation tremble, for the coming 
Messiah will conquer every form of rebellion. The Messiah will come 
as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. “Who then, can abide the day of His 
coming? Who can stand when He appears?” (Malachi 3:2). 
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The Messiah will be like a refiner’s fire, purifying individuals of moral 
impurities. Messiah will be like fuller’s soap, making lives clean again 
by scrubbing them down. The Messiah shall be like a refiner of pure 
silver, and remove all the dross from the hearts of His ministers, so 
they can lead people in righteousness, as proper worship is offered, 
and accepted (Malachi 3:3, 4). 


Lest the people of Israel wonder about whom the Lord will single out 
for specific judgment, a list is given in Malachi 3:5. 


Those who are involved in the occult shall be judged. 

Those who have dishonored their wedding vows shall be judged. 
Those who bear false witness will be exposed for the lies they have 
spoken. 

Those who have robbed their employees of their just wages shall be 
punished. 

Those who have hurt the widow, and the orphans shall be condemned. 
Those who have refused to help the needy stranger will be disciplined. 


Keep the Royal Command: Malachi 3:7- 15 


There is a way to survive the eternal condemnation of the coming 
Messiah. Individuals must repent, and seek the face of the Lord. The 
royal command comes with a promise, “Return unto me, and I will 
return unto you, saith the Lord of Hosts” (Malachi 3:7b). 


Some of the Israelites, with recalcitrant hearts dared to continue the 
quarrel with the Almighty. They asked, “In what respect are we to 
return?” The Lord responded by being very specific. The people have 
robbed God by withholding their tithes and offerings (Malachi 3:8). 
Because the people have robbed God, they are under a divine curse 
(Malachi 3:9). However, cursing can be turned to blessing through 
gospel obedience. If the people will begin, in the hour of their 
conversion to do what is right, and bring their tithes and offerings to 
the Lord, God will open the windows of heaven, and pour out a 
blessing (Malachi 3:10). 


One blessing of God is to rebuke those who have devoured the 
resources of the weak. Another blessing is to make the labor of the 
people prosperous. A third blessing is to have national peace, and 
honor restored (Malachi 3:11, 12). 


As Malachi preached God’s grace and mercy, the Spirit of the Lord 
reminded him of something else the people had said against the Lord, 
and so were in need of repentance. The people have told one another 
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that it is vain to serve God. “What profit is it”, they asked one another, 
“that we have kept His ordinance, and that we have walked 
mournfully before the Lord of Hosts?” (Malachi 3:13, 14). The 
implication is that there is no practical value in being religious, 
serving God, and keeping His holy commandments. In addition, the 
most arrogant individuals were said to be “happy”, as they worked 
wickedness. Foolishly it was believed that God could be defied without 
repercussion (Malachi 3:14, 15). The time had come to repent of these 
words and works. 


Return to Righteousness: Malachi 3:16-18 


Some did return to God, for the Lord has in every generation, a 
remnant according to the election of grace. “Then they that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard 
it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. 17 And they shall be 
mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; 
and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 
18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the 
wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.” 


Remember the Law of the Lord: Malachi 4:1-6 


Malachi ends his prophet ministry by exhorting the people to 
remember the Law, and wait for Elijah to come before the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord (Malachi 4:5). Those who are familiar with 
the teaching of Jesus, know this prophecy was fulfilled in the person 
and work of John the Baptist. “But I say unto you, That Elias is come 
already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever 
they listed. Likewise, shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 13 
Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the 
Baptist” (Matt. 17:12). 


A Time of Terror, A Day of Celebration 


Now notice that in Malachi, the Day of the Lord is used in two 
different ways. For the wicked, the Day of the Lord is a day of Divine 
terror (Malachi 3:2). However, for the righteous, the Day of the Lord 
is a day of great celebration. The Sun of Righteousness will arise with 
healing in His wings. People shall go forth rejoicing. The wicked shall 
be destroyed. It will be a day of glory! So says the Law of Moses. So 
say the Prophets. The unity of Scripture confirms the message of the 
Messiah. 
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Do you look forward to the coming of Messiah, the second time (Heb. 
9:28)? Will the Day of the Lord be a time of terror and judgment for 
you? Or, will the Day of the Lord be a Day of Celebration so that you 
can sing with joy. 


O the King is coming 

The King is coming 

I just heard the trumpets sounding 
And now His face I see 

O the King is coming 

The King is coming 

Praise God, He's coming for me. 


~Bill Gaither 
Epilogue 


Having complete this survey of the Old Testament, I pray your heart 
will join with countless other Christians in affirming the faith which 
was once delivered to the saints (Jude 3). 


“We have heard with our ears, 
O God, our fathers have told us, 
what work thou didst in their days, 
in the times of old.” 


~Psalm 441 
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(BACK COVER) 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE 
A SURVEY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


The importance of studying the Old Testament in detail cannot be 
overemphasized. Every Christian is to study Scripture in order to 
show themselves approved unto God, a workman without shame (2 
Tim. 2:15). This particular overview of the 39 books of the Old 
Testament Canon of Scripture will cause the heart of the believer to 
rejoice with what is discovered. There is something for everyone to 
enjoy. 


For those interested in theology, there is no idea more profound than 
to read, “In the beginning God”. For those who enjoy history, the 
ancient empires live again in the study of the Assyrians, Mede- 
Persians, Greeks, and Romans. For the romantic, there is no story 
more tender and lovely than the relationship between Boaz and Ruth. 
For those who like drama, the life of Moses cannot be equaled. For 
those who engage in the excitement of adventure, the exploits of 
David are unparalleled. Reading the lives of the 42 kings, and one 
queen who ruled instead of a king, will satiate those who enjoy 
biographies. The soul with a song in the heart can study, and then 
sing, 150 Psalms. Individuals who are enamored with prophesy will 
find enough material in the major and minor prophets to decipher. For 
those who are hunting for obscure literary stories, there are delightful 
golden nuggets hidden in the vignettes in the genealogies, such as the 
prayer of Jabez, or discovering the names of the mighty men of valor 
that David gathered around him. These narratives can only be found 
by a diligent study of every verse in the Old Testament. For those 
whose minds soar with philosophical inquiry, there are five books of 
wisdom to contemplate. For everyone, the objective in studying the 
Old Testament is to be able to possess the full counsel of God, which 
must be obtained, in order for the gospel to be effectively proclaimed. 


Jesus had an intimate knowledge of the Old Testament, for we read 
that after His resurrection, beginning with Moses and the prophets, 
the Lord expounded to two disciples, in all the scriptures, the things 
concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). May every believer be like the Lord 
Jesus, and, KNOW YOUR BIBLE. 
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